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6 Days are 6 Days 
Part II 

 

Written by:   Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

(i) Day refers to an entire period of God resting from creating the 

universe (Gen. 2:3). 

 

(ii) Day refers to the entire period envisioned in the first six days of 

creation  (Gen. 2:4). 

 

(iii) There are special days set aside for and belonging in a peculiar 

sense to Jehovah, such as the Sabbath Day (Gen. 2:3; Exod 20:8-

11), the Passover (Exod. 12:14), and the Day of Atonement (Lev. 

16:29-31). On these days no labor was to be done and special 

rituals were observed. 

 

(iv) Day denotes a period of twenty-four hours: “And it came to pass, 

as she (Potiphar’s wife) spake to Joseph day by day . . . (Gen. 

39:10). 

 

(v) Day represents a ‘point of time’ or ‘a moment,’ “But of the tree of 

the knowledge  . . .  the day that thou eatest . . .  (Gen. 2:17).”
1
 

When the word day is used in the plural, then day represents 

“year,” Thou shall therefore keep this ordinance . . .  (Exod. 13:8, 

10). 

 

(vi) ‘Now Reuben went in the days of the wheat harvest and found 

mandrakes in the fields. . .’ Here “in the days of” means simply ‘at 

the time of’ (Gen. 30:14). 

 

(vii) The only day of the week to which the Jews gave a name was the 

Sabbath. The day before the Sabbath was called the day of 

Preparation (Matt. 27:62; Mark 15:42; Luke 23:54; John 19:31, 

42). The night was subdivided into watches—first, middle, and 

morning. The Romans had four watches; Acts 23:23 shows that the 

night also was divided into twelve hours. 

 

Attempts to evade the literal meaning of day/yom in the Genesis account 

continue because most people place great confidence in “creation coming out of 

‘nothing-nothing,’ rather, than in the Genesis account of creation –by the living, 

personal God.”
2
  In view of how the Bible used the word day, would it not be 

                                                           
1
 Merrill C. Tenney, The Zondervan, Pictorial Encyclopedia Of The Bible, (Grand Rapids; Michigan, 

Published by Zondervan Publishers, 1975), vol, 2, p. 45-46. [Emphasis added]. 
2
 Francis Schaeffer, He Is There And He Is Not Silent, (Wheaton, Illinois; Tyndale House Publishers, 1972), 
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logical to conclude that the Exodus 20:11 Commandment tells us that the seventh 

day occurred every week? Did they [the Israelites] work for six literal days, and 

rest forever?  

There is the command itself (v. 8):  Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it 

holy; (v. 10), In it thou shalt do no manner of work. We read in the creation 

account, that God blessed and sanctified a seventh day from the beginning (Gen. 

2:3), so the Children of Israel in their observation of the Sabbath Day, were not 

enhancing a new law, they were simply keeping an old law which was already 

established by God. They were called upon to “Remember it.”  And they 

remembered the Sabbath Day once in every week, after six days of labor. 

Matthew Henry, a great, well-known Bible scholar, wrote about the Jews 

observing the Sabbath Day:  “It is designed for a memorial of the creation of the 

world, and, therefore, to be observed to the glory of the Creator. . . . The Jews 

declared that they worshipped the God that made the world, and so distinguished 

themselves from all other nations, who worshipped gods which they themselves 

made.”
3
     

The same reasoning can, however, be applied to the Day of Atonement, 

would not the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:29-31) occur once every year? Did the 

Jews work all year, worship on the Day of Atonement, and then not worship 

forever?  

What will be the logical conclusion concerning Potiphar’s wife, who in 

her sexual lust went after Joseph day after day; would it mean that she went after 

him once every 6,000 years? Would not this be the logical conclusion one would 

arrive at, if the word day used in Genesis 1 and 2, is allowed to be interpreted as 

[a] 1,000 thousand year --day? Would it not be illogical to accept the word day as 

a calendar day, as it is mentioned from Genesis 11 onwards, and, however, not 

allow the same logic to be applied to the word day to mean anything other than a 

calendar day as it appears in Genesis 1 through 10?   

 

A. An example of how Day is used in The New Testament 

 

Dr. Crowe offers the following to enhance the day argument.  

 

“The New Testament picks up the phrase ‘on the third day’ and gives it a 

new significance. The restoration of Israel typifies or points to the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead. The New Testament twice refers to Christ’s 

resurrection on the third day as ‘according to Scripture.’ Luke 24:46: Then He 

said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer 

and to rise from the dead the third day,” and 1 Corinthians 15:4: and that He was 

buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.’ There are 

approximately fifteen references to the ‘third day’ resurrection of Christ in the 

New Testament. Two of them specifically refer to what is ‘written’ or ‘the 

Scriptures.”
4
 

                                                           
3
 Matthew Henry, Commentary, p. 94. 

4
 Donald Crowe, p. 209. 



 

Copyright © 2012 Research Center for Apologetics, International.  All Rights Reserved. 

P
ag

e3
 

 Every New Testament writer refers to the early chapters of Genesis. 

Every chapter of Genesis 1-11, except chapter 8, is directly referred to somewhere 

in the New Testament. The New Testament writers quoted from Genesis 1-8, 

some sixty-eight times. The Lord Jesus Christ referred to each of the first seven 

chapters of Genesis. Matthew recorded the words of the Lord this way: “At the 

beginning the Creator made them male and female” (Matt. 19:1-4).   

The New Testament offers no revision of the view, or of the use of the 

word day, and Jesus and the New Testament writers did not reject how the word 

day is used in the Genesis account. It is clear that the New Testament use of 

“evening and morning” attached to the days of creation –is accepted fully! There 

is no use of nuance here. Nuance means:  A subtle or slight variation, as in 

meaning, and/or a subtle or slight implication and/or suggestion.    

 

     E. Theories of Creation 

 

In order to explain the seemingly long period of time which the universe 

has existed, several theories for the creation account of the universe have been 

advanced. Even though we cannot know exactly when the universe was created, 

we have only the brief, true description of the account which God has seen fit to 

give us: 

 

(i) The Long Chaos:  This theory holds that God created the universe 

“in the beginning” and that between verses one and two of Genesis 

1, there is the possibility of an infinitely long period of time, 

during which “the earth was without form.” It is suggested, that 

during the period of chaos, some of the evidences of great age 

made their appearance on the earth. But just what is the great age 

of the earth according to man? Million of years? Billion of years? 

 

(ii) The Gap Theory:  This theory suggests that there has been a series 

of worlds created such as our present one. This view provides the 

possibility that the earth is much older than the Adamic Age. 

 

(iii) Day-Age:  This theory is that the six “days” of creation story really 

mean six long periods of time (like six thousand years). 
 

(iv) Literal:  This theory holds that the six days of Genesis 1 are literal 

twenty-four-hour days in which God created the universe in its 

entirety as it now appears. This is known as “fiat” creation. This is 

creation by an authorization or sanction. In Latin it means, “let it 

be done.”    
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Conclusion: 

 

The doctrine of creation and the Sabbath are related. The Sabbath Day is 

patterned after the creation rest period -day (Exod. 20:11), but it is also patterned 

after the day of redemption, which was the celebration of Israel’s deliverance 

from Egypt. Israel’s Sabbath began with the day of Passover, (from their 

redemption in Egypt) (Deut. 5:15), and the New Israel’s (the Church’s) Sabbath 

began on the day of the resurrection, “the first day of the week” (Acts 20:7). The 

doctrine of creation, and the Sabbath Day stand together.    

“The doctrine of creation in six [ literal] days rules out all process 

philosophies and any inherent and independent powers within creation. . . . The 

goal of all of man’s efforts is to eliminate the strict doctrine of God’s fiat creation 

out of nothing. Evolutionary thought pushes back billions of years to some dim 

event or process, when, out of nothing, something came forth. The problem the 

ungodly have is not with creation out of nothing, but with God’s creation out of 

nothing.”
5
  

 Francis Schaeffer points out:  “The Biblical ‘doctrine of creation’ has 

posed a problem to Eastern thinking, and the Western world, and to modern 

science; all three hold to the consensus that the creation of the world came out of 

nothing, or it came from an impersonal beginning. And all three are against the 

Doctrine of Creation, yet neither of them, can adequately explain the personality 

or abnormality of man, nor are they able to solve the questions of: ‘why man 

communicates in language? Or why the universe has form, objective order, 

beauty, and unity?”
6
 

 Scientists generally acknowledge that they do not know absolutely how 

the universe and life originated. The whole realm of science is the study of things 

as they are. Science can examine and analyze present processes and materials, but 

science is not in a position to say how things actually came into existence. Men of 

science are not in a position to say, authoritatively, how the universe came into 

being and how life on earth began. It is important to keep this in mind.  

The first chapter of Genesis is placed at the beginning of our Bible, in 

order as Dr. Baxter offers, “(i) to show mankind that the world in which he lives 

originally proceeded from the creative activity of God; (ii) that God alone, the one 

true God, is the creator of the world; (iii) that in creating the world He reveals  

 

Himself to be the eternal God, of omnipotence, omniscience, and infinite 

goodness; and (iv) finally to inform man of the noble origin of the human species, 

and of the exalted dignity which must be attached to the human race, because of 

the fact that man was originally made in the image of God.”
7
 

  

                                                           
5 
Rushdoony, p. 214.   

6
 Francis  A. Schaeffer, Genesis In Time And Space, (Downers Grove; Illinois, 1972), p. 20-21. 

7
 Bastell B. Baxter, I Believe Because, (Grand Rapids; Michigan, Baker Book House Publishers, 19710), p. 

102. 
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So what is the final, indisputable, court of appeal’s verdict concerning our 

defense of the Christian Faith? Is it the word of man, as final authority, or is it the 

authority of the Word of God? What is the final authority on creation matters? Is 

it the Evolutionary word of man, or is it the fact, that this universe was created by 

God, --in six literal days? Should not Bible believers hold to the creation account 

as the strongest, possible assertion of the indisputable, authority of Scripture, and 

have the confidence, that the sacred Text of Scripture is irrefutably correct? Why? 

Because the Bible is revealed by the infinite-personal, living, loving God! 
 


