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6 Days are 6 Days 
Part I 

 
Written by:  Dr. Eddie Bhawanie  

 

The book of Genesis opens with and declares these words: “In the 

beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” and the rest of the 

chapter brings us into the history of a plain and full account of the space 

and time involved in all creation. With this opening statement, however, 

“the Bible immediately confronts us with the absolute creation (out of 

nothing) of the universe by an infinite, personal God.”
1
 

The fact of creation is set forth, not only in Genesis 1, but in John 

1:1-14; Acts 14:15-17; 17:24-28; Ephesians 3:9; Col.1:16; Hebrews 1:2; 

11:3; and Rev. 4:11.  In Psalms 33:6, 8-9 we are told: 

 

By the Word of the LORD were the heavens made, and all  

the host of them by the breath of His mouth. 

 

v. 8, Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants   

of the world stand in awe of Him. 

v. 9, For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it  

stood fast.  

 

God created all things out of nothing. All things came into 

existence out of His spoken word. John Rushdoony points out:  “God 

created by the very ‘breath of His mouth.’ He commanded and there it 

stood.”
2
 (Psalm 33:8-9). The Bible declares concerning God’s creation: 

   

“But our God is in the heavens: He hath done whatsoever He hath 

pleases” (Psalm 115:3).  

 

“The Lord hath made all things for Himself” (Prov. 16:4).  

 

“Thou art worthy O Lord, to receive glory, and honor, and power: 

for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and 

were created” (Rev. 4:11).    

 

The issue of creation has long been considered a fundamental 

Christian belief; it is one of the tenants in the Truth-claims of the Biblical, 

Christian Faith, and it distinguishes Christianity from all other religions, 

and philosophies. The doctrine of creation has been the subject of 

prolonged attack for many centuries, and the assaults continue until this 

                                                 
1
Donald C. Crowe, Creation Without Compromise, (Brisbane; Australia, 2009), Published by 

Creation Book Publishers, p. 206.  
2
John Rushdoony, Systematic Theology,  (Vallecito, California; Ross House Books, 1994), vol. 1. 

p. 213.  
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day; but the content, and the history of this subject, is noticeably clear in 

Scripture. Although the history of belief in Biblical Creation is clear, 

some who hold to the Bible as the Word of God; teach differing views on 

this subject.  

 The significance of the Doctrine of Creation as recorded in 

Genesis 1, largely grows out of the fact that it deals with certain questions 

which ancient, and modern man have long desired to understand more 

fully. These questions include, “Who is God?” “When did He create the 

universe?” “How was the creation accomplished?” “How long were the 

days mentioned in the chapter?” “What is the importance of man in 

creation –over the rest of created things?” “Why does man have language,  

and not the other creatures?” Why is there such diversity in God’s 

creation? Why such amazing inequalities in God’s creation? There are also 

many other questions.   

 

A. The Bible Claims that God is the Creator of the Universe 

 

The Bible declares the objective existence of God, and having 

stated this about God’s objective existence, and after this declaration was 

made in Genesis, the Scriptures, thereafter, never discuss the possibility of 

God’s nonexistence. The reality of God’s objective existence is never 

argued, never disputed, never refuted, never debated, and is never called 

into question in the Bible. The statement in the Bible, about atheism, is 

this one-half of a verse mentioned in two places: “The fool hath said in his 

heart, there is no God” (Psalm 14:1, repeated in Psalm 53:1). 

 Does the statement, “In the beginning . . .” mean that there was 

not anything before the beginning? Or, does it mean that there was 

something, Someone, before the beginning? Walt Brown wrote:  “In the 

beginning. . . are probably the best known group of three words of all time 

– the single, most widely proclaimed idea. By reading the fourth word, 

one sees that God was there at the beginning. In the beginning, God…”
3
  

 The Bible teaches us that God created all things in the space of six 

days (Gen. 1). Genesis chapter 1 is set forth as literal history. Therefore, to 

read this account of creation, and to interpret the created order as 

something that is unreal, or something that is symbolic, means that 

everything else in the Bible can be reinterpreted to mean whatever is most 

convenient to man.  

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul told the people of the 

cities of Lystra and Derbe: “. . . the living God, which made heaven and 

earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein, nevertheless, He [God] 

left not Himself without witness, . . .” (Acts 14:15b, 17a). Later on he 

declared to the Athenians, on Mars Hill:  “God made the world and all 

things therein,  . . .And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to 

dwell on all the face of the earth, . .For in Him we live, and move and 

                                                 
3
Walt Brown, In the Beginning – Compelling Evidence For Creation And The Flood, p. 286, 

http://.creationscience.com.  
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have our being: . . .” (Acts 17:24, 26, 28). These passages give us Paul’s 

approach to those who were completely heathen, and without any revealed 

written Laws of God, as the Jewish people had, a background to which he 

could appeal. With such people, he started from the creation of the 

universe and nature to get to God, who is behind all of Creation.  

British philosopher and Scientist, Herbert Spencer (1820-1903), 

first announced that there were only five created categories in existence. 

They are:  “Time, Force, Action, Space, and Matter; and all else are based 

on these fundamentals.” Long before Spencer came up with this idea 

Moses wrote by inspiration in Genesis 1:1:  “In the beginning God created 

the heavens and the earth.” “In the beginning” . . .Time. “God” (The 

Intelligent Designer, Who is personal), who “Created” (Energy, equals 

Action). “The heavens” (equal Space), “The Earth” (Matter).  

Dr. Spencer never saw or, presented God as a Person, as the Bible 

does. But instead, he used the word force as a substitute for God. The 

Genesis account declares God to be a Person, and not [a] force. A force 

however, is impersonal, a force is mystical; a force has no personality. The 

God of creation is a Person!      

 

B. The Created Order in the Genesis Account (Genesis 1:2-2:3) 

 

1. Day 1 – Light; 1:3-5 

2. Day 2 – Sky; 1:6-8 

3. Day 3 – Dry land and seas; 1:9-10; Plants and trees; 1:11-13 

4. Day 4 – Sun, moon, and stars; 1:14-19 

5. Day 5 – Sea life and birds; 1:20-23 

6. Day 6 – Animal life; 1:24-25, 

7. Day 7 – God rested from a finished creation; 2:1-3  

 

The Hebrew word for created (bara), is used in Genesis 1:1, 2 

and 5:1-2. Three aspects of creation are mentioned in Genesis 1:  (i) God 

created out of nothing (Gen. 1:1); (ii) God created conscious life (Gen. 

1:20-31); and (iii) God created ‘man in his own image’ (Gen. 1:26-27). 

Finally, we have, “This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day 

that God created man, in the likeness of God made He him; Male and 

female created He them; and blessed them, and called their name 

Man/Mankind, in the day when they were created” (Gen. 5:1-2). Almighty 

God created: (i) out of nothing, (ii) conscious life, and (iii) man in His 

own image. 

According to Genesis chapters 1 and 2, Almighty God employed 

two steps in creation:  (i) God revealed His creation out of nothing (ex- 

nihilo) by the power of His Word; then, God surrounded the six days of 

creation with such phrases as “the first day” and “evening” and “morning” 

–all phrases which would have been understood in their senses by all 

people too, --that God Himself intended to convey that the work of His 

creation spanned six ordinary, 24 hour days, followed by a seventh day 
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which also spanned 24 hours, and (ii) God revealed vast differences in His 

creation.  

In an examination of the tenor of the Genesis text, (the flow of 

meaning apparent in the general text); the difference in creation is 

introduced by the word ‘let.’  Almighty God, in His calling creation into 

being [out of nothing], also introduced the difference in His creation 

through the word let. Notice how the word let is stated: “And God said, 

“Let there be light: and there was light” (Gen. 1:3) or, “Let there be a 

firmament in the midst of the waters: . . . and it was so” (Gen. 1:6-7). “Let 

there be lights in the firmament of the heaven,” “let them be signs for the 

seasons, and for the days and the years,” “and let them [mankind] have 

dominion,” (emphasis added) (Gen. 1:14, 26).   

 

C. Biblical Evidence for a Literal Six Day Creation 

 

The word day is the Hebrew word yom. Merrill Tenney said in his 

epic work (Pictorial Encyclopedia Of The Bible, Vol. 2), the word day is 

used over 2,304 times in the Hebrew Old Testament text. The word day 

denotes a period of twenty-four hours. What is the strength of how this 

word day/yom is used in the Old Testament?  The Bible includes a number 

of different uses of the word day.  

“Day /yom refers to the hours of daylight between dawn and dusk 

(Gen. 1:5; 8:22; and Acts 20:31). In Old Testament times this was divided 

into morning, noon, and evening (Psalm 55:17), or the time of the day 

might have been indicated by the use of such expressions as sunrise, heat 

of the day, cool of the day, sunset, and the like. 

  The Jews and the Greeks reckoned their days from sunrise to 

sunset. The Romans and the Babylonians reckoned their days from 

midnight to midnight. The first mention in the Bible of a twelve-hour day 

is found in John 11:9. The division of the day into twelve-hour periods 

came from the Babylonians. 

 


