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A Prophet Like Moses 
 

Written by:   Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

  “And the Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like unto Me 

  from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to Him. . . .I 

  will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I 

  will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that  

  I command Him. And it shall come to pass that whoever will not  

  listen to My words which He shall speak in My name, . . . .” 

 (Deuteronomy 18: 15; 18-19). 

 

     [New American Standard Bible, NASV]. 

 

 In the history of the nation of Israel, Moses stands in a place by himself. He was 

the great Lawgiver who revealed the character of God in the Ten Commandments. 

Among other things, Moses was a prophet of incomparable stature, and a man who spoke 

with God. Moses wrote, “the Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like unto Me 

. . . .” 

 

 Nearly fifteen hundred years after Moses made this prediction, people in Jesus’ 

day were looking for the fulfillment of his word. They were looking for “The Prophet” 

mentioned by him. This study takes us first to several verses in the Gospel of John. 

 

   The Witness of John the Baptist (John 1:19-34)  

 

 The Jewish leaders came and asked John three questions:  (i) “Who art thou?” (ii) 

“What sayest thou of thyself?” (iii) “Why then baptizest thou” (John 1: 22, 22, and 25)? 

John the Baptist clarified his position with reference to the Messiah with three negative 

assertions: 

 

(i) He denied that He was the Christ. 

(ii) He denied that he was Elijah. 

(iii) He denied that he was “the prophet.”  

 

The religious leaders asked John the Baptist, “Art thou the prophet?” That was a  

reference to the promise in Deuteronomy 18:15, where Moses prophesied:   

 

“God thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, 

 of thy brethren, like unto me; unto Him ye shall harken.”   

 

 The question and the quotation implied that the Jews drew a distinction between 

the unnamed Prophet, and The Messiah. Moses made a prediction of Christ—the 

Messiah, a prophet.  

  

 In John 7:40-52, Jesus’ appeal for belief in Himself brought different responses 

from as many different groups. There was welcome (v. 40) division (vv. 41-44), open 

hostility (vv. 45-49), and hesitant faith (vv. 50-52).  



 

 
Copyright © 2012 Research Center for Apologetics, International. All Rights Reserved. 

P
ag

e2
 

 

 Some of the people regarded Him as “The Prophet” (verse 40), probably referring 

to Moses’ prediction in Deuteronomy 18:15ff., “a prophet . . . like unto me.” Others kept 

saying with equal insistence that He was truly The “Messiah” (John 7:44).   

 

 An authentic prophet of God had two functions, this involves forth-telling and 

foretelling:  (i) he was to speak the words of God to the people—and that was not always 

the most pleasant task, and  (ii) function as one associated with the word “prophet.”  He 

was to accurately foretell the future. God had explicitly warned the nation of Israel that 

anyone who prophesied, and predicted falsely was not to be counted as a prophet of God 

(Deut. 18:21-22).     

 

 Like the other true prophets of Israel, Jesus exercised both functions. John the 

Baptist said that The One  “whom God has sent [Jesus] speaks the words of God” (John 

3:34). Thus it is not surprising to find Jesus speaking words of rebuke against the 

religious, moral, and spiritual corruption of the religious leaders, and some of the people 

(Matt. 23). Jesus also uttered predictions, about the destruction of Jerusalem, the religious 

Jewish system, and the nation which occurred some forty years after His death and 

resurrection in 70 A.D. (Luke 21:20-24). Frequently, the prophets performed miracles to 

authenticate their message as coming from God (see Exodus 7:10-13; I Kings 18:16-39). 

Jesus also performed many miracles!   

 

 Summary: 

 

 Jesus Christ exercised both functions of a prophet of God—forth-telling and 

foretelling. John the Baptist said that The One “whom God sent [Jesus] speak the words 

of God (John 3:34).  

 

 This prophecy, therefore, very properly referred to Jesus Christ in the New 

Testament! Philip had this passage in mind when he said to Nathanael, “We have found 

Him of whom Moses in the law did write, Jesus of Nazareth” (John 1:45). 

  

Stephen, before he was stoned to death, said to his hostile audience, that he saw 

the promise of the prophet like unto Moses fulfilled in Christ (Acts 7:37). The Apostle 

Peter quotes Moses’ words in Acts 3:22-23, as referring to Christ, The Messiah.  

 

The Lord Jesus Himself, applies Moses’ passage to Himself in John 5:39; 45-47, 

when He said to the Jews,  “You diligently search the Scriptures for they testify of Me, . . 

. .Moses, in whom ye trust, will accuse you; for if ye believe Moses, you would also 

believe Me; for Moses wrote of Me.”  

 

In John 7:48-50, again, the reference to verses 18 and 19 of Deuteronomy 18, is 

quite unmistakable. Some of the people regarded Him—Christ as “The Prophet” of 

Deuteronomy 18:15. 
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In Matthew 17:5, and Luke 9:35, and II Peter 1:17, we have the words of 

Almighty God uttered at the transfiguration of Christ,  “hear ye Him,” which was the 

very expression lifted from Deuteronomy 18:15, “unto Him shall ye hearken,” pointing to 

Jesus Christ. 

 

The Samaritan woman, and the Samaritan people found the Messiah. She called 

Him a prophet in (John 4:19), and the people agreed.  The Samaritan woman said, “When 

the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed One of God comes, then we will know all things.” 

Jesus said to her: “I who am speaking to you am He” (John 4:25-26).  

 

Some of the Samaritans were introduced to Christ by the woman; she said, “Come 

see a man, who told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?” (John 4:29). 

They asked Him to stay with them that they might learn of Him and come to know Him 

better, and those Samaritans found Christ, and acknowledged Him as the Savior of the 

world (John 4:42). 

 

Some of the Samaritans were half-Jews, and they accepted the Old Testament as 

authentic Scripture, the Word of God. They were looking for The One of whom Moses 

spoke, and found Him.    

 

  Moses was a man who worked miracles, led his people to freedom, and spoke 

God’s words as a prophet of God. And yet as great as Moses was, there was one greater 

than Moses to come—Jesus Christ, The Messiah.  

 
    


