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 A belief in God, or gods of some kind is central to the great majority of the 

world’s religions, and religious people. The question that comes to mind is a logical one:  

“Is it reasonable to believe in God, and if so, what kind of God should be believed in?”  

  

Naturalism is the belief-system built on the assumption that the material universe 

is all that is, and all there will ever be.  It excludes the worth and value of Man in the 

universe. 

 

Pantheism is the belief that God is in everything (it is the basic assumption of 

Eastern religions). This view of God is embraced by those who hold that the complex 

universe –began with that which is impersonal. Pantheism is often associated with 

Hinduism, and other Eastern Religions, but this belief is not uncommon in Western 

societies. Many people in the West hold to the view of Pantheism. 

 

Francis Schaeffer, points out, that under Pantheism, “Morals, . .have no meaning 

as morals, for everything in pantheism is finally equal.”
1
  Pantheism holds that the 

universe, is in some sense, God.  

 

Polytheism. This view of God(s) is the belief that there exists a plurality of 

personal gods. This view was common among the ancient Greeks, and the ancient 

Romans. This view of God is also very common among tribal peoples today.   

 

Atheism. This view actually denies the existence of God. Naturalism is a world-

view that entails atheism. The Naturalist does not believe in any supernatural realm 

behind nature. The naturalist believes that the universe, and the natural order of things, 

simply exist “on their own.”  

 

 Monotheism. This view of God is often abbreviated as Theism. Theism 

begins with the assumption that God exists, and that He has revealed Himself in the 

created order of the universe. A belief in Theism, holds that A Being (God), or real beings 

and things do exist beyond the physical realm, and in the spiritual realm; for example:  

God, angels, the human soul, immortal beings, the devil, etc.  Theism holds that only one 

God exists. God is seen as a personal being, the Creator of the universe, and supreme in 

power and knowledge. The ancient Jews, those who held to the Old Testament, Christians 

and Muslims, believe in the concept of Theism. Philips and Brown wrote of Islam:  

 

“The Islamic view of God is a mixture of Jewish, and Christian, 

and Arabic religious concepts derived from the sacred books:  the Torah 

                                                 
1
 Francis Schaeffer, He Is There And He Is Not Silent, Published by, Tyndale House Publishers, 

[Wheaton: Illinois], 1972, p. 9. 
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(delivered through Moses), some of the Psalms (through David), the 

Gospels (through Jesus) and, the Koran (through Mohammed).”
2
   

 

Even though Judaism and Islam share a common understanding of God as a 

single, personal Being, Christianity, holds the view that God is, “One, in three Persons. 

The Three Persons as the Godhead. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 

Spirit.”  This is a view that is expressed in the teachings of The Bible. Islam, and the 

Quran reject the teaching of the Biblical Trinity! 

 

The most important point of theism for Christians is that God does exist. He is 

final reality, and everything that exists is ultimately dependent upon Him—and His 

existence. This is the unchangeable, revealed Truth of The Bible, and it is foundational to 

the Christian belief in Theism. Baxter points out some great truth about God:    

 

“The Biblical view of God is an eternal Being who is omnipotent, 

omniscient, omnipresent, holy, just, and merciful. He is not only the First 

Cause but the Being who maintains and supervises the universe. Unless 

we can be convinced that there is a God, it is pointless to talk about 

creation, or the inspiration of the Bible, or miracles, or the divinity of 

Christ.”
3
 

 

 Christianity declares that God is absolute, and He is the infinite- Personal, Living 

God. He is the One who created all things in the universe.
4
 Therefore, He is the One Who 

sustains it all. Both the Old Testament, and the New Testament declare that God created 

“all” thing in a very bold way. Notice the following verses: 

 

“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and 

the victory and the majesty, for all that is in heaven, and all that is in the 

earth in Yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as head 

above all. Both riches and honor come from you, and You rule over all. In 

Your hand are power and might, and in Your hand it is to make great and 

to give strength to all.”
5
     

 

“In the beginning was the Word, (Jesus) and the Word (Jesus) was 

God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by 

Him (Jesus). . .”
6
   

 

“And He (Jesus) is before all things, and in Him (Jesus) all things 

hold together.”
7
   

 

                                                 
2
 W. Gray Phillips, and William E. Brown, Making Sense Of Your World, A Biblical Worldview, 

Published by, Sheffield Publishing Company, (Salem; Wisconsin), 1991, p. 80. 
3
 Baxter, p. 31. 

4
Genesis 1:1; John 1:1-3.  

5
I Chronicles 29:11-12.  

6
John 1:1-3.  

7
Colossians 1:17. [Emphasis Added]. 
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The writer of the book of Hebrews claims, in a similar way, that the Lord  

 

“. . .(He, Christ) Upholds all things by the word of His power.”
8
  

 

The repetition of the inclusive phrase “all things” shows that the Biblical writers 

were referring to all of creation—in this seen world, what our eyes behold, and the 

unseen world, that which we can only imagine.  

 

Acknowledging the existence of The One True, and Living God, is a bold and 

powerful declaration concerning Him, and concerning the origin and the meaning of the 

universe.  

 

 

Conclusion: 

 

In the Judeo-Christian tradition, and worldview, there has emerged a well-

defined, and reasonable list of attributes, and characteristics of God, that are seen, and 

that are understood to be essential to ‘Who’ God is, and how He has revealed Himself. 

(These attributes about God, are not seen and revealed in other religions, and religious 

books). The attributes revealed in the Bible, play a key role in revealing the theistic 

concept of God. 

                                                 
8
Hebrews 1:3. [Emphasis Added].  


