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Barriers To Accepting Christianity: 

 
Written by: Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

1. The Intellectual one:  Some people ask: What about other philosophical ways 
of thinking? Are they not intellectual also? Yes, but, what is the logical 
conclusion of their worldviews and thought-forms? 

 
2. The Personal one:  There is a rejection of truth, and absolutes. When faith is 

not personal, then it is abstract, or mystical, and it is seen as a force. A force 
has no personality. A mystical God is an idol. The Christian faith is not an 
abstract faith. The Christian Faith is objective and not subjective. The 

Christian Faith should be rooted in immutable Truth, and absolutes. The 
Christian Faith individual places his/her faith in the Person of the living, 

loving God (Heb. 11:6), and in the risen and living Christ (see Acts 16:30-32). 
 

3. The Social one:  Most people, including Christians, have a concern for justice, 

and love in the world, and they ground their concerns in:  (i) human emotions 
–which are subject. Subjectivism is blinded to objective reality, and (ii) the 

Word of God. In the Word of God, and in Christianity there is intellectual 
content, and substance with its vision and intrinsic value for life.  Subjective 
feelings –are not rooted, nor are they grounded in God’s Word.   

 
4. The Religious one:  There is the acceptance and tolerance of other religions, 

and seeing all religions as being equal. People of other religions and 

philosophies want Christians to be tolerant of them, but so many of them are 
not tolerant of Christians!  What is the difference between Christianity, 

atheism, and other religions? Are there any differences? (Atheism is a 
religion, humanism is a religion and they are very intolerant to anything that 
opposes that. There are more people who have been killed over the centuries 

in the name of “atheism” –the belief that there is no God, than in the name of 
Religion). Consider the murderous philosophy, and history of these men “all 

committed in the name of atheism”:  Karl Marx, Joseph Stalin, Vladimir 
Lenin, Mao Tse-tung, Paul Pot, Adolph Hitler, Kim Sung Il, and his son, Kim 
Jung Il, and many others.  

 
5. The Pluralistic one:  It is the embracing of every way of life as being equal to 

each other, and tolerating them, and yet, being very intolerant of Christianity.  
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What makes the Christian worldview and Christian thought-forms so 

different, and so unique from other worldviews?  Consider the following: 

 

Christianity begins with the objective existence of the infinite-personal, 

living, loving, holy God. It declares, with finality, that the living God created the 
universe with objective order, unity, balance, and beauty. It holds that God 
revealed Himself in a knowable way (in Creation and in Biblical Revelation) for 

man to understand. Christianity reveals the origin of life, and that man is created 
in the image of God; this places intrinsic worth, dignity, and value on human 

beings and not on animals. Christianity holds to:  morals, ethics, and absolutes 
(absolute right and wrong). It also places importance on the mind of man, and it 
gives meaning and purpose to life! 

 
Christianity speaks to mankind’s sin problem, and the hell of man’s 

alienation from God and mankind. Christianity speaks to the paradoxes of man, 
that man can be both, cruel and noble; that man is capable of heights of being like 
his God, and lows of being like beasts; that man can love and hate, that man can 

be wise and foolish; that man can be seen in glory and dignity in obedience to his 
Creator, and in shame and depravity in his wickedness and rebellion against God.           

 
Christianity holds that man is incurable worshipful, and if man does not 

worship his Creator, then, man will “. . .change the glory of the incorruptible God 

into an image made like corruptible man, and birds, and four-footed beasts, and 
creeping things, . . .” and worship and serve “the creature more than the Creator 

who is blessed forever” (Rom. 1:23 and 25b).  Christianity holds to Truth, 
immutable Truth, and absolutes (right and wrong). The Christian Faith presents 
all of life as an integrated whole, and all of creation and life fit in the apex of the 

Christian worldview. 
  

Apart from God’s revealed Truth all expressions are fragmented and 
sterile, and when God’s Truth is ignored then, man will live with decay in his 
spiritual and moral life –as is seen in Western Civilization today.  

 
Christianity begins with the Incarnation –the idea that God became Man in 

Human Form –through His Son, Jesus Christ. Christianity points to man’s 
depravity and recondite vices, and –the problems of sin, shame, scorn, and guilt, 
and the solution is in the finished, substitutionary work of Christ on the Cross. It 

is because only Christianity makes the bold claim that its Founder is risen from 
the dead –and He is alive!    

 
If Christianity is right then, does it really matter with respect to how you 

live your life? And where does that leave you? How do you deal with your guilt? 

How do you deal with your shame –outside of the redemptive work of Christ? 


