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Can You Trust the Bible?  
Part II 

This article is a continuation of Part I 
Written by:    Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

 Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be 

holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and 

comfort to cheer you. It’s the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, 

the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s 

charter.  

In it paradise is restored, heaven is open, and the gates of 

hell are disclosed. Christ is the grand object, our good it’s design, 

and the glory of God its end. It should fill the memory, rule the 

heart, and guide the feet.  

Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is a mine of 

wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure. It is given to 

you for life, will be open in the judgment, and will be remembered 

forever.  

It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the 

greatest labor, and will condemn all who trifle with its sacred 

contents.”
4
  

  

“For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, 

because when you received the word of God which you heard from 

us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is the truth, 

the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe” 

(I Thess. 2:13).   

 

 The Theme of the Bible:  Jesus Christ 

 

  In Genesis, He is the Seed of the woman. 

  In Exodus, He is the Passover Lamb. 

  In Leviticus, He is the atoning Sacrifice. 

  In Deuteronomy, He is the promised Prophet. 

  In Joshua, He is the unseen Captain. 

  In Judges, He is our Deliverer. 

  In Ruth, He is our heavenly Kinsman. 

  In Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles,  

     He is the promised King. 

In Ezra and Nehemiah, He is the Restorer of the nations. 

In Esther, He is our Advocate. 

In Job, He is our Redeemer. 

In Psalms, He is our All in All. 

In Proverbs, He is our Pattern. 

In Ecclesiastes, He is our Goal. 

                                                 
4
 Author, Unknown.   
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In Song of Solomon, He is our Beloved. 

In the Prophets, He is the coming Prince of Peace. 

In Matthew, He is the King. 

In Mark, He is the Servant. 

5 

In Luke, He is the Son of Man. 

In John, He is the Son of God. 

In Acts, He is risen and seated in heaven as the 

 Risen/Living Lord, (emphasis added).  

In the Letters, and Epistles, He is the Indwelling Lord. 

In Revelation, He is the Reigning and Returning King.
5
 

 

 How the Name “Bible” came about 

 

The development of the term “Bible” which was  designate 

to the “Book of books” is providential. It admirably expresses the 

unity of the Word of God. The English word Bible came originally 

from the name of the papyrus (byblos), or reeds used extensively in 

antiquity for making scrolls and books. Byblos, was so named 

because in the ancient Phoenician seaports, trade and manu-

facturing records were recorded on papyrus (grass-reeds) writing-

materials. From the 11
th

 century B. C., or even earlier on, papyrus 

was grown in the Delta of Egypt.  

The word Bible was passed into the languages of modern 

Europe through the Latin word biblia, which comes from the 

Greek. Quite naturally, the Greeks came to term, or call a book 

biblos or a small book, biblion. By the 2
nd

 century A.D. Greek 

Christians called the sacred Scriptures ta Biblia, “the Books.” 

When this title was subsequently transferred to the Latin, it was 

rendered in the singular and through the Old French language, and 

came into the English language as “Bible.” 

 

 It’s Titles and Divisions 

 

A definite distinction between the Old Testament and the 

New Testament is made in the Epistle to the Hebrews, where it is 

pointed out that Christ brought into being a new and better 

“testament” or “covenant” (Heb. 7:22, 8:6-13; 9:15). The word 

“testament” is derived from the Latin testamentum, which means, 

“covenant.”   

The New Testament gives several different names to the 

Old Testament or specific portions from it. They include:  

(i) “The scripture” (John 10:35; Acts 8:32; Gal. 3:22; 

James 4:5).  

(ii) “Scripture” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).  

                                                 
5
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(iii) “The scriptures” (Matt 21:42; Luke 24:27). 

(iv) “The holy scriptures; (2 Tim. 2:15). 

(v) “The Law” (Matt. 5:17; I Cor. 14:21). 

(vi) “The Law of Moses” (Acts 15:5). 

6 

(vii) “The Word Of God” (Luke 5:1; Acts 4:31, 8:14; 

       13:7), and 

(viii) “The Word” (Acts 16:6). 

 

The books of the Old Testament were written over a period 

 of about 1,000 years in the Hebrew language, except for a few 

selected passages, which were written in Aramaic. The Old 

Testament tells of the preparation that was made for Christ’s 

coming.  

 The Old Testament is the Covenant sealed at Mount Sinai 

in the days of Moses. By this Covenant, the living God, who had 

delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, promised to be with 

them and to bless them as His special people. They were also to 

worship Him alone as their God and to accept His law as their 

rules for life (Exodus 19:3-6; 24:3-8).  

 The title “Old Testament” apparently came from the 

writings of the apostle Paul, who declared, “For until this day the 

same veil remains uplifted in the reading of the Old Testament 

because the veil is taken away in Christ” (2 Cor. 3:4).     

In the Old Testament, we find the covenant of Law. In the 

New Testament, we find the covenant of grace which came 

through Jesus Christ. The Old led into the New (Galatians 3:17-

25). 

The Old Testament was gathered around Mount Sinai, the 

New around Calvary. The Old is associated with Moses and the 

Law, and the New with Christ and grace (John 1:17).   

In the Old we have Adam to Abraham, the history of the 

human race. Then, from Abraham to Christ we have the history of 

a chosen race—the Jews. And in Christ, we have the history of the 

church and the spread of Christianity.   

Ever since Eve encountered Satan’s lies, with his barrage of 

doubt and denial (Gen. 3:1-7), mankind has continued to question 

God’s Word. The assaults continue, and the attacks go unceasing; 

Man has not stopped sinning in this way;  his questioning of God’s 

Word continues on today.  

The Bible is comprised of 66 books, 1,189 chapters, 31,173 

verses, and 774,746 words. When you open your Bible to read and 

study, you might have asked in the past or are currently asking, 

“How can I be sure this is the pure and true Word of God?”  
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A question of this kind is not altogether bad, especially 

when one seeks to learn with a teachable mind (Acts 17:11). The 

Bible invites the kind of queries that a sincere student asks.       

  

 

 

 Summary: Where do we stand? 

 

In April, 1521, Martin Luther appeared before his 

ecclesiastical accusers at the Diet of Worms. They had given him 

the ultimatum to recant and repudiate his unwavering faith in the 

sufficiency and authority of sacred Scriptures. History recorded 

Luther as to have responded, “Unless I am convicted by Scripture 

and plain reason—I do not accept the authority of popes and 

councils, for they have contradicted each other—my conscience is 

captive to the Word of God. . . . God help me! Here I stand.”  

Like Martin Luther, may we rise above the doubts within 

and confront the threats without when God’s Word is verbally 

attacked and assaulted. May the living God help us! Let us stand 

on the side of truth, and on the authority of Scripture alone. 


