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Classical Arguments For The Existence Of God 

Written by:   D. Eddie Bhawanie 

 Through the centuries the most eminent, and distinguished Christian thinkers have put 

forward arguments in defense of God’s existence; these arguments have come to be known as the 

Classical Arguments for the existence of God.  

Historically, it is difficult to know who first stated these arguments, because they have 

been stated, and restated by countless men over the centuries. Three men who come to mind are:  

Saint Augustine (A. D. 354-430); early Church father and author.  

Saint Anslem (A. D. 1033-1109); Archbishop of Canterbury, (A. D. 1093-1109).  

Saint Thomas Aquinas (A. D. 1225-1274); Italian, Dominican monk, and Theologian.  

These three men are acclaimed universally, and they have given clear and forceful 

statements for the Classical Arguments, for the Existence of God.   

 The Bible contains no arguments designed to prove the existence of God. However, the 

Bible presupposes, and declares the existence of God with finality! “Is there a God? Does God 

exist?” These questions imply thought—the ability to think. I cannot conceive of such ability 

without an enabling Power.  

 Thought involves the possibility of self-analysis and self-criticism; therefore, man can 

think and reason, and he can think through these questions intelligently, intellectually, 

thoughtfully, and logically. There is no neutral ground to these questions. Either one believes 

that God exists, or one does not believe that God exists.    

Unless we can be convinced that there is a God, it is pointless to talk about the Creation 

of the universe, or man being made in the image of God, or any other concrete matters relating to 

God, Christian Truth-claims, and the Christian worldview.      

But what is belief in God supposed to mean anyway? What is the logical conclusion of 

not believing in God? What is the logical conclusion of believing in God? Is there a bedrock, on 

which all human certainty could be built when it comes to our belief in God? Where do we begin 

in our belief in God? 

There is something about the way we human beings are made that causes us to know that 

we, and the universe, and the cosmos regarded as an orderly system, about us are products of a 

Maker, a Creator. It is here that Dr. Barrett Baxter points out:  

 

“This argument for God, finds support in the fact that man is incurably 

religious, whether he be educated, or uneducated, whether he lived in an ancient 
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time or in a modern period, whether he be rich, or poor. Man is a worshipping 

creature, and he instinctively looks upward to find God.”1 

 This argument should not be entirely discounted.   

The Christian Faith (and body of thought) point to the Truth that God exists. However, 

outside the Christian worldview, in the areas of religion and philosophy, there is no answer for 

Who exists in the universe; and modern man is left with the hell of alienation from God. 

Therefore, he is left to live his life without meaning, and without purpose in the universe! 

There are four belief systems, or four commonly held worldviews today. They are the 

belief systems of:  Theism, Naturalism, Deism, and Pantheism.  

Theism begins with the assumption that God exists, and that He has revealed Himself in 

the created order of the universe. Naturalism is the belief-system built on the assumption that the 

material universe is all that is, and all there will ever be. The worldview of Naturalism excludes 

the worth and value of Man in the universe.  Deism is the belief system that holds to a belief in 

God, but yet, one cannot know him. Pantheism is the belief that God is in everything; in trees, in 

the water, in rocks, etc., (it is the basic assumption of Eastern religions).    

Acknowledging the existence of The One True, and Living God, is a bold and powerful 

declaration concerning Him, and concerning the origin and the meaning of the universe. A belief 

in Theism, holds that A Being (God), or real beings, and things do exist beyond the physical 

realm, and in the spiritual realm; for example:  God, angels, the human soul, immortality, the 

devil, sin, evil, suffering, pain, grief, pleasure, and happiness, etc. 

 

The Classical Arguments: 

Evidence for the existence of God is seen in several ways in what have traditionally been 

called the Classical Arguments for God’s existence. The four Classical arguments are simply 

called:  The Ontological argument, The Cosmological argument, The Teleological argument, and 

The Moral argument. 

The Ontological argument is the argument that deals with the nature and being of 

existence. It was Anslem who began with a definition of God, by pointing out:  

“God is that than which nothing greater can be conceived.”   

“Then he argued that man is able to conceive in his mind of the idea that than 

which there is no greater. At this point he introduced the statement, “But I can 

think of something that is greater that the idea of that than which there is no 

greater.” Someone asked, “What?” The answer came: The existence of that than 

which there is no greater.” Hence, by very definition, God must exist. . . .”  

                                                 
1 Barrett Baxter, I Believe Because, Published by, Baker Book House, [Grand Rapids; Michigan], 1971, p. 

42. 
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“. . . .We are familiar with the statement in the Psalms; “The fool has said in his 

heart, there is no God” (Psalm 14:1; 53:1). In order for the fool to say “God,” he 

had to have a concept of God in his mind. To start out to deny God is a kind of 

implication that God exists.”2 This Truth about man, stated David, points to the 

Ontological approach.  

The Cosmological argument points to the existence of the Cosmos as evidence of God’s 

existence. The cosmological argument has been a part of Greek, Jewish, Arab, and Christian 

thought for centuries. The classic exposition of the cosmological argument was given by Thomas 

Aquinas in the thirteenth century. This argument generally takes two forms: 

The first is to claim that something outside the universe is required to explain its 

existence. It claims that the universe itself consists of a series of cause and effect relationships: 

for everything that exists there is something that existed before and caused its existence–there 

had to be a first cause. The actual evidence within the present form of the material, physical 

universe points to a definite starting point.  

Carl Sagan, Cornell University professor of Astronomy, said in the opening line of his 

book The Cosmos, “The Cosmos is all that is or ever was or ever will be.”3 And then he 

proceeded to draw his conclusions about the existence of the universe. Carl Sagan, pointed out 

that the universe exists, but he failed to answer the question on why it is there:   

Order, Form, Beauty, Unity, and not Chaos in the universe? 

The second part of the cosmological argument focuses on the necessary existence of 

God. It argues that God is the only necessary existence that must exist, all other “things” are not 

necessary. Imagine, for example, that all things that exist in the universe are said to be 

contingent, on something that is, all things that exist depend on something else for their 

existence. How can a universe of contingent things be necessary?  

Because the universe is made up of contingent things, it seems reasonable to assume the 

universe itself does not have to exist—it is contingent on something else for its existence. The 

Cosmological argument holds that the “something,” or “the something else” that exists in the 

universe is God. 

The Teleological argument looks beyond the mere existence of the cosmos and extends 

the scope of inquiry to the apparent design of the universe. It is not the strongest argument for 

the design of the universe, but it is the most popular approach to demonstrate that there is an 

intelligent designer who is behind the universe, and the intelligent designer points to –the 

existence of God! 

  

                                                 
2 Baxter, I Believe Because, p. 42. 
3 Carl Sagan, Cosmos, Published by, Random House, Publishers, [New York], New York, 1980. Pg. 4.  
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This argument takes three aspects of creation:   

The first is the natural realm. The laws of nature discovered by science are functional, 

and workable. Without these laws the created “order” of the universe would be chaos, and the 

law of gravity, and other laws of science would be impossible! 

The second area of evident design is within the organic realm. The intricate and 

purposeful functions of plant and animal life sustain the biological cycle. The processes such as 

photosynthesis, (the formation in green plants of organic substance, chiefly sugars, from carbon- 

dioxide and water in the presence of light and chlorophyll) imply order. The digestion and 

reproduction systems in both Man and animals are simple and complex. The ability of Man to 

think and reason rationally; these are some of the more complex things that exist in the 

universe, far more complex, than anything mankind has ever produced!  

 

The third area of design is the favorable arrangement of the natural and organic realms. 

The “balance of nature” is interrelated, and it allows for growth and nourishment. The intricate 

design of the universe is far beyond human capability, and the visible, objective evidence points 

to an Intelligent Designer of the universe –therefore, God!  

John MacArthur, powerfully points to the Law of design: 

 

“The Law of design also indicates that God is. . . ! When we look at the 

stars, the planets, the asteroids, the comets, the meteors, the constellations, we  

see them kept precisely on their courses by centrifugal, centripetal, and 

gravitational forces. Such a massive, marvelous, complex, and wonderfully 

operating design demands the existence of a Designer.” 

 

“We learn from science that water has a high specific heat, which is 

absolutely essential to stabilize chemical reactions within the human body. If 

water had a low specific heat, we would boil over with the least activity. Without 

the property of water, human and most animal life would hardly be possible.”  

 

“The ocean’s is the world’s thermostat. It takes a large loss of heat for 

water to go from liquid to ice, and a large intake of heat for water to become 

steam. The oceans are a cushion against the heat of the sun and the freezing 

blasts of winter. Unless the temperatures of the earth’s surface were modulated 

by the ocean and kept within certain limits, we would either be cooked to death or 

frozen to death. How could such intricate, exacting, and absolutely necessary 

design come about by accident? It demands a Designer.” 
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“Even the size of the earth gives evidence of design. If it were much 

smaller, there would be no atmosphere to sustain life. Earth would then be like 

our moon or Mars. On the other hand, if it were much larger, the atmosphere 

would contain free hydrogen, as do Jupiter, and Saturn, which also prevents life. 

The earth’s distance from the sun is absolutely right. Even a small change would 

make it too hot or too cold. The tilt of the earth’s axis ensures the seasons. And so 

it goes. . . . The very idea of God lends substance to the fact that He is. The fact 

that a man can conceive of God suggests that someone has given the possibility of 

such conception and that there is someone who corresponds to this conception.”4      

 

David affirms this bold claim about God and His creation: 

 

“The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and the Expanse is declaring 

the work of His hands. Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night  

reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words [where] their  

voice is not heard.”5 

  

The Moral argument points to Man’s moral nature, as evidence of a “Moral Lawgiver” in 

the universe. The moral argument focuses on the pervasive sense of “right and wrong (our 

conscience)” that is present within all humanity. Man’s actions are consistently judged as being: 

“right” or “wrong;” “good” or “bad;” “fair” or “unfair.”  Authors Phillips and Brown offer the 

following insight into human morality: 

 

“By what standard are such judgments made? Why do we believe we are 

answerable to some moral standard or some moral being for our behavior? Who 

imposed this standard on us? Those who hold to the Biblical worldview, (in their 

Theism), believe the Creator—God of the universe—has given mankind an 

obligation to meet up to certain behavioral standards that are a reflection of His 

high, and holy character. Morality is an intensely personal matter and thus only a 

personality could have imposed such a standard.”6  

 

                                                 
4John MacArthur, New Testament Commentary, The Book Of Hebrews, Published by, The Moody Bible 

Institute, (Chicago; Illinois], 1983, pp. 308-309. [Emphasis Added]. 
5The American Standard Translation.  
6 Quoted with modification from:  W. Gray Phillips and William E. Brown, Making Sense Of Your World, 

A Biblical Worldview. Published by, Sheffield Publishing Company, [Salem; Wisconsin], 1991, p. 74. 
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C. S. Lewis, English novelist, author, essayist and professor (1898-1963), used the moral 

argument as a powerful statement for the existence of God. He makes two points: 

 

“First, that human beings, all over the earth, have this curious idea that 

they ought to behave in a certain way, and cannot really get rid of it. Secondly, 

that they do not in fact behave in that way. They know the Law of Nature; they 

break it. These two facts are the foundation of all clear thinking about ourselves 

and the universe we live in.”7 

  

John MacArthur, Author and Bible Commentator, wisely comments;  

 

“Studies by anthropologists show that Man is universally God-conscious. 

This does not mean that there is no man who does not believe in some sort of 

god—much less in the true God—but that men in general do.”8   

 

The fact that some men do not believe in God, does not disprove His universal rule in the 

universe. Other arguments are set forth to demonstrate the existence of God; among them are: 

  

(i) The argument from religious experience –Why do humans worship? Millions and 

millions of people of all countries, races, languages, and cultures, experience 

worship in some form.  

  

(ii) The argument of consciousness –how can man, being material, give rise to 

conscious thought, and bow in worship? These two arguments are very 

compelling and forceful, for the existence of a Supreme-Being, –God; The living 

God! 

 

  

                                                 
7 C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, Published by, Harper Collins Publishers, [New York; New York], 1952, 

p. 13.  
8 John MacArthur, p. 309.  
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Robert H. Cameron, a mathematician, advances strong arguments for the Moral 

Argument of a Creator. He points out that man is a creature of choice, which implies that he is 

not merely a product of mechanistic influence and pressure. He asks, and argues: 

  

“Is there a God?” That question implies thought—the ability to think. . . . 

 Logic can decide whether a mathematical argument is a proof, [for the  

existence of God] but thought can create the argument in the first place.  

It can invent new mathematical concepts and discover new theorems.  

Thought involves the possibility of self-analysis and self-criticism.”  

“A machine can be built to play chess, but it cannot chuckle over an  

opponent’s mistake, or regret a mistake on its own. Thought involves 

something that goes beyond a mechanism or mechanical rules. To me 

it indicates that a mechanistic philosophy is inadequate to explain man 

or mankind. I can think!”  

“I also believe in God because He has given me emotions. . . . Our 

very emotional nature is an evidence of the Creator’s wisdom. What would our  

lives be like without emotions? How long would the race survive without 

the sex urge, and the emotions connected with it? Why, is it that infant  

mortality is lowest when babies are loved?” 

“I believe in God because He has given me moral judgment. The 

race has an innate sense of right and wrong. . . . My belief in God is also  

based on intelligent volition—on the human will, which has been explained  

as “the total conscious process involved in effecting a decision.” Will is  

one of the three great divisions into which psychologists usually divide the 

powers of the mind (the others being cognition and feelings). I desire; I  

crave something; my intellect renders its decision; and my will carries  

it out.”9   

                                                 
9 Robert H. Horton, as quoted by Barrett Baxter, in I Believe Because, pp. 51-52. 



 

Copyright © 2018 Research Center for Apologetics, International. All Rights Reserved. 

P
ag

e8
 

Conclusions: 

 Although science is unable to prove the existence of God, science gives overwhelming 

evidence of a Master Designer, (an Intelligent Designer) and Sustainer of the universe, which 

role could only be filled by the infinite-personal, living, loving God. Reason also is unable in and 

of itself to prove the existence of God. But like science, rational reason gives a great deal of 

evidence for the existence of God.  

Belief in God does not violate a logical and rational approach to the evidence for God, 

and for man’s experiences toward God. Belief in God is not abstract, but Belief in God is real.  

The Classical arguments for the existence of God in the Cosmos, point to the God Who is 

revealed in “general revelation—the things revealed in well-ordered, nature,” and in The Bible. 

Therefore, without exception, we find that “nothing comes from nothing.” This universe was 

created by God. The living God, is The One that brought our universe into existence!         


