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God Pronounced Christ – Guilty: 

Written by:    Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

Christ had been in agony all night; He had spent the early morning in the hall of the high 

priest, Caiaphas. Christ had been hurried from Caiaphas to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, and 

from Herod back again to Pilate. He had six trials under Jewish and Roman authorities. 

Therefore, He had little strength left, yet neither refreshment nor rest, were permitted Him. His 

enemies were eager, and thirsty for His blood. 

Now, we see The Savior brought before the priests, and rulers, who pronounced Him 

guilty. But what was He guilty of? What was His crime? What sin did He commit? What wrong 

did He do? The ruling, governing authorities, along with the religious leaders did not point out 

one sin He had committed, or one law which He had broken. Yet, they pronounced Him guilty! 

God Almighty, Himself, imputed all human sins to Him, Christ—on the Cross.  

“. . . Yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted” (Isaiah 53:4).  

“The LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6b).  

“Yet it pleased The LORD to bruise Him; He had put Him to grief, . . .” (Isa. 53:10).  

“He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied: . . .” (Isa. 53:11). 

“Him (Jesus) being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 

God, . . .” (Acts 2:23). 

“. . .God sending His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin 

in the flesh” (Romans 8:3).  

“God made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin. . . .” (II Cor. 5:21).        

The prophet Isaiah continues with this truth about all humans:  

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way, . . 

.” (Isa. 53:6).  

 The Apostle Paul states the clear truth of all mankind: 

  “As it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; there is none  

  who understands, there is none who seeks for God; All have turned aside, 

  together they have become useless; there is none who does good, there 
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 is not even one. Their throat is an open grave, with their tongues they keep 

deceiving, the poison of asps is under their lips; whose mouth is full of 

cursing and bitterness; their feet are swift to shed blood, destruction and 

misery are in their paths, and the path of peace have they not known. There 

is no fear of GOD before their eyes.”  (Romans 3:10-18). 

      [New American Standard Bible]. 

 The Apostle Paul summarizes the condition of every human being apart from the grace 

of God in Jesus Christ. It is indeed, a very ugly picture. According to the inspired record, Jews 

are not better than Gentiles, and neither are Gentiles better than Jews. All are alike under sin, 

and all are subject to the wrath and final judgment of Almighty God.  

In this passage in Romans, Paul quotes from several Old Testament passages: (Psalm 

14:1-3; Psalm 53:1-3; and Ecclesiastes 7:20), and sights a single truth about humanity: “There is 

no one righteous, no not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.” 

This is a very serious charge, indeed a devastating picture of the race, the entire human 

race, because it portrays sinful humanity as unable to do even a single thing either to please, 

understand, or seek after God.  

This is an accurate knowledge of who we are outside of the grace of God, and until we 

face that truth about ourselves we will never come to know the meaning of God’s grace in Jesus 

Christ. If we know that we are spiritually sick, we will turn to the Great Physician, Jesus Christ, 

who alone is able to heal us. 

Paul goes on to say: “But now a righteousness from God, . . .” (Rom. 3:21). For almost 

three chapters Paul tells us about the ruin of the human race, because of sin. But “now. . .” The 

word now, indicates a historical change. Before, something bad had existed. Now it has 

changed. The Almighty has done something to provide salvation for the human race. What has 

God done? John answers the question this way: ‘For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten Son. . .” (John 3:16). 

Paul’s use of “now” in this and other texts suggest a tremendous change that came from 

God. But now, because of the finished work of Christ on the Cross, there can be justification, 

forgiveness rather than condemnation. There is justification and forgiveness “through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24).     
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Summary: 

God Almighty has provided a way for man’s salvation from sin –through His grace in 

Jesus Christ! Because of the completed work of Christ, in obedience to the Gospel; all our sins, 

guilt, shame, and scorn have been transferred by imputation to Christ. He bears our sins, all our 

cosmic treason against the living God, on His shoulders as a load heavier than the Cross!  

The work of the Christian Church is to carry the message of the Cross throughout all 

generations. The Christian Church is the bearer of the Cross after Jesus—in this sinful world! 

The Cross the obedient Christian carries is not ours;  “like Simon, a Cyrenian” (Luke 23:26) it 

was not his cross he carried, but Christ’s Cross. Christ bore the heavier end of the Cross; the 

Christian carries the light end of the Cross.  

Therefore, God Almighty accepts us in Jesus Himself, and not in our human efforts and 

good works to be saved. Our standing before the living God, is not in self, but it is in Christ—

Himself. We are completely forgiven in Him. It is Christ Jesus, who died for us!  

Are you troubled over the mists of fear, past guilt, shame, and all the ills which gather 

over you? In Christ, there is justification, and regeneration. In Christ, God forgives and 

remembers no more! Forgiveness of sins, shame, and guilt, are evidence for the existence of 

God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


