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How is the God of The Bible Revealed? 
Written by:    Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

 

He is Revealed in the Context of:  

(i) An objective, belief-system, (ii) a relationship, (iii) language –words, which are, in 

fact, derived from God Himself.  Only in these contexts can man know God and 

understand who God is! What is the best possible proof for the objective existence of 

God? His objective existence is required for the unity of nature, and for the 

coherence of all things in the universe –language, beauty, unity, order, and the 

intrinsic value of man (which is far above animals). Let’s examine how God reveals 

Himself.  

 

Scott Oliphint offers two reasons with regard to how God chooses to reveal Himself:  

 

“First, what are the vehicles or modes through which and by which God reveals 

Himself? How does God reveal Himself? God reveals Himself both by way of 

creation and by way of language. As a matter of fact, the two modes have, since the 

beginning of time, been inextricably linked (Gen. 1 and 2). It was God’s “speech,” 

His language which He uttered, that first created; He spoke and it was created—then 

it was that very creation which, from the beginning, revealed just who God is (Psalm 

19:1-6).  

 

We should be clear about the fact that language itself is a creation of God. It is 

something that God Himself uses, even as He accommodates, or condescends 

Himself to His creation. And He uses language in order to express how we are to 

relate to Him, and to His creation. In that sense, language is the created medium—

both used and given by God—that serves to express our connection with God and His 

world.  

 

We are connected with this world by virtue of creation and not by language (Gen. 2:7, 

19). Language is employed by God initially (Gen.1:28-30: 2:16-17), and then by 

humans, as a way of expressing the connection with God and to the world that is 

given to human beings in creation. Language is employed and used to give expression 

to God’s relationship with us, and then to our relationship with God and with the 

world.  

 

Second, God revealed Himself by and through (created) words –language, and 

creation. These tell us something about God, though words cannot express the 

essence of God. Words cannot express God’s essence, as He exists, because He is 

altogether infallible and infinite. Words are one of the primary expressive means of 

God’s condescension to created Man, and to His creation. Those who deny the 

Biblical revelation have difficulty accepting this. But for the Christian, the existence 
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of language in man is evidence of the fact that man is connected first to God, and then 

to His created world.”
1
  

 

Therefore, reality is essentially created by way of language –(in creation). Beginning 

with language we have the cognitive ability to reason with a body 

of knowledge in creation. This points man specifically, to a Creator/creature 

relationship in an objective belief system.  

 

Greek philosophy assumed the utter unknow-ability of God. So too, do religions 

outside the Bible. Can man define God? And if man could define God; then, what 

will man come up with? This is what is at the heart of evil and idolatry. At the heart 

of idolatry, God is defined by words, graven images, or pictures, or philosophic 

thoughts, or by “changing the glory of the un-corruptible God into an image made 

like to corruptible man, or birds, or four-footed beasts, or creeping things, [and]. . . 

they changed the truth of God into a lie . . . .” (Rom.1:23, 25a).  

 

The people of Israel wanted, from Moses, a definition of God. They asked Moses, 

“What is His name?” By this they meant a definition of God in terms of man’s 

requirements and being. God refused to name Himself. He is beyond definition, 

because He is not to be defined by anything external to Himself as a criterion over 

Himself, but in terms of His own Being. The Bible defines fallen man in terms of the 

image of God; hence, man has fallen from God’s norm. Man is defined by his own 

existence; he is a sinner with a fallen nature. Fallen man cannot name, define, or 

know God in terms of anything external to Himself, hence, man cannot judge God 

based on using man’s words. God and His Words are the criteria of all judgment. 

Almighty God answered Moses, not as Israel would wish, but by declaring Himself to 

be God; that is His name, “He Who Is, The Self-Existent One.” 

 

 “And God said unto Moses, ‘I AM THAT I AM:’ and He said, ‘Thus shalt 

 Thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.’ And 

 God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of 

 Israel. The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 

 Isaac, the god of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is My name forever, 

 And this is my memorial unto all generations” (Exodus 3:14-15) [KJV]. 

 

Rousas J. Rushdoony offers several things that are of importance here:  

 

(i) “Man cannot name or define God:  The Almighty names Himself, “I AM THAT I 

AM.” Man can only do any, and all naming, as Adam was required to do to all the 

animals –in Eden (Gen. 2:19-20). Adam did the naming under The Almighty, and 

in terms of God’s purpose as Creator. 

 

(ii)       The Almighty defines Himself by His self-revelation. All things having  

been made by God, serve and obey His Word and purposes. 

                                                 
1
 K. Scott Oliphint, Reasons For Faith, Philosophy In The Service Of Theology, (P & R Publishers; New Jersey, 

2006), p. 119-121. 
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(iii)     The Almighty makes Himself known to the creature –man, and all of His 

creation knows Him by His infallible Word. The ‘word’ of knowledge is basic to 

epistemology. Man knows something, anything, because Someone, the living God 

is present in the universe, and He is not silent. 

 

(iv)   God’s Word is the unchanging Word. He is “the same yesterday, today,   

and forever” (Heb. 13:8).  God declares, “For I am the LORD; I change not” 

(Mal. 3:6). “This is My name forever” (Exodus 3:14-15). His Word is thus the 

infallible Word, because He is the absolute and omnipotent, and infallible God, 

whose every Word is Truth. 

  

(v) The Almighty made it very clear to Moses that He did not answer to Moses or to 

Israel; they answered to Him. Moses had to “go” at God’s command, and Israel 

had to stand up to Pharaoh as part of God’s requirement that Israel was supposed 

to serve the living God, not Pharaoh (Ex. 3:16-20). Israel could serve neither 

Pharaoh nor itself; Israel must always serve the living God. (The Scripture is 

God’s infallible, commanded Word; we either obey it or, are condemned by it).”
2
       

 

Summary: 

 

The Bible holds to, and reveals a visible body of knowledge about God. This body 

of knowledge leads Man to know and to believe in The Creator—God. Christianity holds 

to a belief-system with [a] Personality—the living God. Therefore, Man can know the 

will of God, man can know the thoughts of God, and man can think the thoughts of God, 

“because God has made Himself known to Man” (Romans 1:18-20).   

 

                                                 
2
 R. John Rushdoony, Systematic Theology, (Ross House Books; Vallecito, California, 1994), vol. 1., p. 51-52. 


