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In the Fullness of Time, 

Before the Birth of Christ – Part I 
 

Written by:   Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

 It was the time when conditions would be best, it 

was the right time, it was the Fullness of Time; “But when 

the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, 

made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that 

were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of 

sons” (Galatians 4:4-5 [KJV]). 

 It was the fullness of time politically, morally, 

economically, and religiously. The world had been welded 

into a community by the Romans and; “Roman peace 

dominated the world, ‘Immeansa Romanae pacis maiestas’ 

the boundless majesty of Roman peace. Roman peace 

covered the areas of Europe, Asia, and Africa that has 

never again been under a single rule. Only an estimate of its 

population can be made, but a figure of seventy millions is 

widely accepted.”
1
 

 The Romans ruled from the Atlantic Ocean to the 

Euphrates River, from the British Isles to the African 

desert. Hence, Bethlehem in Judea, the parcel of land where 

Christ was born, by comparison to the area of land owned 

by the Romans—was the size of a boot print. “At the most 

obvious level, Jesus was born into a politically insignificant 

country, some 125 miles long and 50 miles wide, on the 

edge of the Roman map.”
2
 

 Roman society and culture was heavily influenced 

by Greek culture. Greek culture had been spread 

throughout the known world, by Alexander the Great, 356-

323 B. C.  Even with the collapse of his empire, the 

introduction of all things Greek permanently, altered the 

cultural landscape of the Mediterranean world. Many new 

Greek cities were founded throughout the former Persian 

Empire during and after the time of Alexander the Great. 

These cities were molded after the Greek way of life and 

were vehicles of Greek culture, art, language, philosophy, 

architecture, and literature. The modern Western world is a 

direct descendent of the Greek and Roman civilizations. 

Wherever the European and Western civilizations have  

gone and prospered, they have had a mark of ancient Greek 

and Roman civilizations.  

                                                 
1
Donald R. Dudley, The Civilization of Rome, p.179.  

2
Milchael Green, Who Is This Jesus? p. 16.  
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 The Greeks came under Roman rule in 146 B. C. The 

Greeks sought to build their society upon the City-State, 

that is the Polis. The Emperor of Rome extended 

citizenship to all those [he] conquered. They could hold 

property; their children were recognized as citizens; they 

could vote in assembles at Rome; and could hold office. 

This was something new in the known world, and this was 

one secret of Rome’s success as a governing power.     

The conquered tribes and cities of Italy which did 

not receive citizenship were called Friends and Allies of 

Rome. They were free to govern themselves and were not 

taxed. They were only required to provide ships and 

soldiers in time of war.  

Frances Schaeffer wrote: “All values [in Roman 

life] had meaning with reference to the City-State—the 

Polis. But the Polis failed since it provided to be an 

insufficient base upon which to build a society. The 

Greeks, later the Romans, sought to build their society 

upon their [gods]. But ancient Roman gods were myths. 

They were finite.”
3
 James Orr wrote, “The [Greek and 

Roman] gods were seen as noble heroes, or evil with 

superhuman powers in varying degrees, but they remained 

mythical persons with [no] human interest. But very few 

myths have any religious meaning at all, in spite of the 

large part the gods play in them.”
4
 

The Greek and Roman gods were held up as larger 

than life, but not basically different from human men and 

women. The gods were amplified humanity, and not 

divinity. They were finite. The Greeks and Romans had no 

infinite God. Though the people recognized the gods as 

personal, yet, the gods had no communicable, or in- 

communicable attributes. This being so, they had no 

sufficient reference point intellectually. That is, they did 

not have anything big enough, or permanent enough to 

which to relate either their thinking, or living to. All of 

their five greatest gods; Zeus, Hera, Athena, Appolo, and 

Artimas, put together could not give them a sufficient base 

for life, meaning, value, absolutes, purpose, morals, and 

final reality.  

The gods were moved by passion and they were 

also depicted as visiting the humans in judgment and in  

sensuality. Schaeffer wrote: “These gods depended on the 

society which had made them, and when this society 

                                                 
3
Frances Schaeffer, How Should We Then Live? p. 20.   

4
ISBN, Vol. 3, pp. 836-839.  
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collapsed the gods collapsed with it.”
5
 Thus, the Greeks 

and Romans experimented with social harmony which 

rested on the Polis, and on the gods, which ultimately 

failed.  

The Greeks and the Romans moved from the Polis, 

to the gods, and then to a mortal man—Julius Caesar, a 

nephew of Marius. In 49 B. C., Caesar marched into Rome 

with such speed that Pompey and the Senate fled to Greece. 

Pompey had control of the Navy, until he was captured by 

Caesar’s army. Pompey later fled to Egypt, where he was 

eventually murdered.  

Rome moved to an authoritarian system of 

government centered around Caesar himself. Caesar 

assumed the title of Imperator—Emperor. The Roman 

citizens made Caesar Head of State for life. He was now 

controlling the politics of Rome. His power was absolute 

and perpetual too. 

After Caesar’s death, Octavian (63 BC–AD 14), later 

called Caesar Augustus, grand-nephew of Caesar, came to 

power. He had become Caesar’s son by adoption. Caesar 

accomplished this in part by manipulating weak politicians 

around him. Roman citizens of every stripe and class were 

ready to allow him total power.  

The Emperor was already the head of the political 

state, and after 12 B. C., the Romans made him the head of 

the state religion, taking the title Pontifex Maximus –the 

ultimate Pontiff—Potentate. “This was a worship which the 

provincial people were happy to give, for Rome had 

brought them peace and good government, and civil order 

of Justice.”
6
 

But the worship of Rome took a further step. The 

Romans were urged to worship the goddess Roma—the 

Spirit of Rome. The citizens thought that there was one man 

who personified the Emperor, one man in whom Roma 

might be felt to be incarnated, and that was the Emperor;  

and so the Emperor came to be regarded as a [god], and 

divine honors were supposed to be paid to him, and temples 

were raised to his divinity.  

Emperor-worship was the one thing which could 

unify the vast Empire of Rome, they thought; here was the 

one center on which they all could come together.  

 

 

This article is continued in Part II 

                                                 
5
Schaeffer, p. 21.   

6
William Barclay, Commentary On Matthew, Vol. 1, p. 113.   


