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In the Fullness of Time, 

Before the Birth of Christ – Part II 
This article is a continuation of Part I 

Written by:   Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

 So, in the end, the worship of the Emperor became, 

not voluntary, but compulsory. Once a year a man had to 

go and burn a pinch of incense to the --godhead of 

Caesar—and say, “Caesar is lord.” 

But after the individual burned a pinch of incense 

he received a certificate, a Libellus, to say that he had done 

worship to the Caesar, and then he could go and worship 

any god, or gods he liked, so long as his worship did not 

interfere with public order and decency. But a human god 

is a poor foundation, and Rome Fell. 

Cultures and people are very fragile when they are 

built on their own limitedness and own finiteness—without 

a sufficient reference point.  

The Roman world was both cruel and decadent. 

Having at its center a human god, it plunged into the abyss 

of all manner of depraved vices, as Rome came to the 

logical conclusion of its thought-forms and worldview. The 

stage was now set for the promise of the coming Messiah.  

   

  In the Fullness of Time Christ Came 

It was that time when conditions were best. “When 

the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son. . .” 

Lindsey Gaman commented on what is meant by “the 

fullness of time”: 

(i) Unification of the world through Roman 

Rule. Barriers that had once existed were 

now down. The world had been welded 

into a community.  

(ii) Roman peace dominated the world. If 

Christ had come a century earlier, His 

Gospel would have been blocked at every 

side by separate, self-sufficient, 

antagonistic nations who gazed at each 

other suspiciously. 

(iii) Another factor making for the unity of 

the world when Jesus came was the great 

system of roads. From corner to corner of  

the Roman Empire the highways ran. 

 

These roads were built to carry Caesar’s 

legions to every corner of his kingdom, yet, 
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it was on these very roads that the 

missionaries of Christ came marching and 

everywhere their message spread like 

wildfire. The thousands of slaves who built 

those Roman roads never realized  

(iv) that they were preparing the way for the 

Son of God.”
7
 

(v) Language was another factor which 

unified the world. Greek culture had 

spread throughout the world; “Hellenism, 

a style of Greek civilization associated 

with the spread of the Greek language 

and culture to the Mediterranean was 

introduced and accepted after the 

conquests of Alexander the Great.”
8
 

Latin was the language of the West; Greek and  

Hebrew were the languages of the East. The Latin and 

Greek languages enjoyed primacy in the Pagan speaking 

world. Hebrew was spoken mainly by the Jewish people. 

Some knowledge of Latin and Greek would take you 

anywhere in the vast Roman Empire. But in the Empire, the 

Greek language was familiar to most. While each province 

may have had its own tongue or dialect, everywhere people 

were bilingual and practically everyone knew the Common 

Greek—the singular language of the New Testament. 

(vi) It was the fullness of time economically. 

Down beneath the shining culture of the 

old world there was extreme poverty and 

unrest. The disastrous aftermath of war, 

the wild colossal extravagance of Herod 

the Great, the burden of taxation, both 

civil and religious, the growing over-

population, which made it impossible for 

the hand to provide enough food for its 

own inhabitants. These things had 

resulted in a period of depression among 

the great bulk of the people. Life had 

become care-ridden and full of worry. 

(vii) The world seemed to be tangled in a  

“slough of despond.” 

(viii) It was the fullness of time morally. The 

ancient world at that time had sunk into 

moral hopelessness. The apostle Paul 

                                                 
7
Linsey Gaman, Class Notes, 1976.  

8
Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary, p. 474.  
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described this well in Romans 1: 18-33; 

Acts 17; and Ephesians 2:1-3, 12-13. 

(ix) It was the fullness of time religiously. 

The old pagan gods were either dead or 

dying. People were dissatisfied with their 

 lives. They wanted something that they 

were not finding in their worship. Even 

among the Jewish religion there was 

dissatisfaction, and the air was tense with 

expectation. The hearts of men were  

hungry. They were looking for the 

promised Messiah. 

 

  Summary: 

 

It was at this blackest hour that the voice of hope 

and light rang out from Galilee. The personal-infinite, 

living God of heaven and earth broke His silence of four-

hundred years, after the close of the Book of Malachi [the 

last Book of the Old Testament], with the announcement of 

the coming of Christ into the world (Matthew 1, and Luke 

1). The long-promised Messiah, the second Person of the 

Trinity, came in human flesh. 

The period between Malachi and Matthew is known 

as the inter-testamental period. This was a four-hundred 

year (400) period. Over this period man received no verbal 

revelation from the living God; then, God broke His 

silence—it was the fullness of time, and God sent His Son.  

 

 


