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Isaiah 53: 

The Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 
A Look at the Christ of Isaiah 53 

 

Written by:   Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

  

 Date.—The Prophet Isaiah began his ministry and work of prophecy under the 

Holy Spirit in the year that King Uzziah died (Isaiah 6:1). Uzziah’s date for this event is 

listed at 758 B. C.  Isaiah’s ministry spanned the reigns of three kings of Judah:  Jotham, 

Uzziah, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (Isaiah 1:1). 

 

His ministry must have continued to the close of the Eighth Century B. C., and 

probably came to an end in the first decade of the Seventh Century B. C. He was a 

contemporary prophet with Hosea and Micah. Isaiah means, in Hebrew, – The Salvation 

of Jehovah.   

 

 The Prophet Isaiah holds a distinctive position among the Old Testament 

prophets. He is called The Messianic Prophet, and The Prophet of Redemption. He is 

more prominently cited in the New Testament than the other prophets. Jesus quoted 

Isaiah several times in the Gospels. 

  

At the beginning of his prophecies, Isaiah announced the “divine and human 

natures” of Christ, --the Immanuel, to be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:17), and His human 

descent (Isaiah 11:1). “Immanuel” means “God with us” (Matt. 1:23). His facts about the 

coming Messiah appear to be more and more clear and positive throughout his writings. 

His prophecies were delivered some 700 hundred years before Christ was born.  

  

 The two great things to which the Old Testament prophets testified before-hand 

were:  (i) the suffering of Christ and (ii) the glory that should follow (I Peter 1:11). But 

nowhere in all the Old Testament are these two so plainly and fully prophesied of as here 

in Isaiah chapter 53.     

 

 It is to the Cross and the substitutionary death and suffering of Christ the Messiah 

that the 53
rd

 chapter points –in complete fulfillment! Isaiah did not omit some of the 

details and the particulars of his comprehensions of the suffering, and the rejection of 

Christ. He also wrote that Christ would be buried in a rich man’s tomb which was true 

(see Matthew 27:57; Luke 23:50; John 19:39). 

  

 “He was taken from prison and from judgment:  

and who shall declare His generation? 

 For He was cut off out of the Land of the living: 

For the transgression of my people was He stricken.” 

 

 The event of the Cross of Christ was not an isolated event in history that sprang 

up spontaneously in a particular moment in time. The event of the Cross was a 

culmination of centuries of redemptive history. Almighty God, had set things in motion 
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ages and ages before, and the process reached its zenith with the death of Christ –on a 

Roman Cross. The Old Testament Scriptures pointed toward that zenith. 

  

When Christ started His public ministry, the people of His day were rooted in 

religious traditions (some of which were useless and placed a great burden on people). 

Their traditions were not designed to serve God, and their traditions invalidated “the 

Word of God” by circumventing the Fifth Commandment. Christ, angered by the callous 

selfishness of their traditions, said:  “You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophecy of you, 

saying, ‘This people honors Me with their lips, but their hearts are far away from Me’” 

(Isaiah 29:13). What Isaiah said of the people of his own day applied to the hypocrites of 

Jesus’ day as well. The same might be said of much of the Church today.  

  

Christ the Messiah, experienced His “agony in Gethsemane,” was betrayed by one 

of His own –Judas, and then, He was arrested. The Gospel narratives record that Jesus 

had six trials. Three were carried under Jewish Law, led by the High Priest Caiaphas, and 

the other three were carried out under Roman Law; two were carried out by Pilate and the 

other one was carried out by Herod.  

After Pilate examined Christ under Roman Law, and he told the assembled mob 

(five times); the Gospel writers, Luke and John recorded the conclusions of Pilate –

concerning Christ: 

 

“I find no fault in Him” (Luke 23:4). 

 

“I, having examined Him before you, have found no fault in This Man. . . .(Luke 

23:14). 

 

“ . . .Behold, I find nothing worthy of death . . . .” (Luke 23:14) 

 

“Behold, nothing deserving death has been done by Him . . . .” (Luke 23:15). 

 

Pilate asked the religious leaders: “ . . .Why, what evil hath he done? I have found 

no cause of death in Him . . . .(Luke 23:22). 

 

 John recorded these words for the record concerning what Herod said about 

Jesus: 

 

 “I find in Him no fault at all” (John 18:38). 

  

“. . . That you may know that I find no fault in Him” (John 19:4). 

 

“. . . For I find no fault in Him” (John 19:6). 

 

 Judas, one of His disciples betrayed Him into the hands of the Jewish religious 

leaders for thirty pieces of silver, and Peter, another of His disciples, bitterly denied his 

Master.  Jesus Christ experienced cruel mockery by priests, Scribes, elders, the assembly, 

and the Roman soldiers, spitting, and flogging by the Roman guards, and the blood-
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thirsty mob started demanding His blood, He was condemned to death by crucifixion 

(Matthew 27:22). At the Cross: 

 

“He [Christ] was led like a lamb to the slaughter, . . . because He [Christ] was 

numbered with the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:7,12).    

    

The prophet Isaiah used a progression of terms to describe the suffering of Christ 

–the Messiah. Christ was: 

 

(i)  “Despised,” “Forsaken,” “acquainted with Grief” (Isa. 53:3). 

 

(ii)  “Stricken,” “Smitten,” “Afflicted” (Isa. 53:4). 

 

(iii)  “He was pierced for our transgressions,” “Crushed,” “Chastised,”  

 

(iv)  “Scourged for our sins” (Isa. 53:5). 

  

(v)  “Numbered with the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12). 

 

Several New Testament writers wrote the following: 

 

“Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world” (John 1:29). 

 

“The Son of Man came to . . .give His life as a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28; 

Mark 10:45). 

 

“While we were yet in sins, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

 

“Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from the present evil 

world” (Galatians 1:4) 

 

“Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people” (Heb. 9:28). 

 

“He Himself bore our sins in His body . . .”  (I Peter 2:24). 

 

“Christ died for sins once for all” (I Peter 3:18). 

 

“God made Him to be sin for us” (II Cor. 5:21). 

 

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, by becoming a curse for us” 

(Galatians 3:13).   

 

“He died according to the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 

2:23; 4:28). 
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 Several passages in Isaiah 52 and 53 mentioned in The New Testament: 

 

 Isaiah 52:15  Romans 15:21 

 Isaiah 53:1  John 12:38; Romans 10:16 

 Isaiah 53:4  Matthew 8:17 

 Isaiah 53:7-8  Acts 8:32-33 

 Isaiah 53:7-9   I Peter 2:22-25 

 Isaiah 53:12   Mark 15:28; Luke 22:37. 

  

 Isaiah referred to God’s Righteous Servant  –The Christ, in the singular form. 

Christ is called:  

  

“He,” “Him,” “His,” “One,” and “a Man of sorrows.” 

 

 Isaiah referred to lost and sinful humanity in the plural form: 

  

 “We,” “Us,” and “Our iniquities,” “Our transgressions,” “our peace,” “we are 

healed,” and the iniquity of “us all.”  

 

 Luke’s narrative of the book of Acts clearly shows the central place that Old 

Testament prophecy occupies in the New Testament’s understanding of the death of 

Christ. Isaiah portrays, in the most striking manner, the suffering Messiah.   

 

In Acts 8, the Eunuch who was reading Isaiah chapter 53, asked Philip of whom 

the prophet Isaiah was speaking, whether it was the prophet himself, or someone else. 

Philip, the Evangelist, replied to the Ethiopian Eunuch with an astonishing affirmation, 

pointing to Jesus Christ, the Messiah (Isa. 53:7-8; Acts 8:32-33). In no other “Servant” 

can these descriptions be fulfilled –than in Christ, The Messiah. 
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Conclusion: 

 

 This 53
rd

 chapter of Isaiah, written over seven hundred years before Christ came 

into the world, outlines the following, and all are fulfilled in the New Testament: 

 

(i) The reproaches of Christ’s suffering—the unpleasantness of His physical  

appearance, the magnitude of His suffering, and His grief, and the 

prejudices which many held against Him, and His doctrines –all ended in 

His resurrection. 

 

(ii) God rolled away His reproach and the shame He suffered, and stamped on 

Him the immortal honor by six considerations: 

 

(a)  That Christ did God’s will, (Isaiah 53:4, 6, 10). 

(b)  Christ made atonement for the sin, shame, and guilt of men (Isaiah 

53:4-6, 8, 11, 12). 

(c)  He bore His suffering with invincible patience (53:7). 

(d)  God prospered all His work, and His suffering ended—honorably –as 

(e)  He was buried with the wealthy (53:10-11). 

(f)  He allowed Himself to be identified with sinners and transgressors 

(53:12). And God brought Him alive, from the dead! 

 


