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Making A Defense For The Hope That You Have 
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“.But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always   

 being ready to make a defense to every one who asks 

 you to give an account for the hope that is in you, 

 yet with gentleness and reverence” 

                                                                                 (I Peter 3:15). 

 

[New American Standard Bible] 

 

 The work of Apologetics rests upon a Biblical command. This mandate (an 

authoritative order) is stated in Scripture. The command to defend the Truth-claims of 

Christianity is a command that every Christian must take seriously.  C. S. Lewis (1898-

1963); English professor, author, academic, theologian, and novelist points out: 

Christians,  “. . .ask people to face the facts—to understand the questions which 

Christianity claims to answer. And they are very terrifying facts.”
1
 

 

 It is, however, the birthright of every obedient believer to give an apologetic 

defense of the Christian faith, though no specific theory of apologetics is outlined in the 

Old Testament and in the New Testament. But not every Christian is capable of 

defending the Truth-claims of the Christian Faith. The task of apologetics has a threefold 

character:  defensive, offensive, and constructive.  

 

The early Christians, and Church Fathers were intellectually capable of defending 

Christianity by showing that there was no evidence for the false charges, and scurrilous 

lies brought against its adherents—Christians. They gave a defense for the hope that was 

in them. 

  

The early defenders of the Christian Faith leveled an assault on paganism, and 

they exposed the unworthy abuse and persecution of Christians brought on by 

unbelievers. The defenders of the Faith pointed to the immoral character rooted in the 

gratification of the senses, encouraged by the popular culture; along with the doctrines of 

many gods promoted in other religions, as compared with the doctrine of The God of The 

Bible, His universal love, His providence, His moral government, and our future life (in 

heaven or in hell). They saw little or no intrinsic value and no worth in man (according to 

Greek and Roman thought and philosophy).  

 

The early defenders of Christianity were compelled to establish with finality, the 

authority and character of Christianity, and the Self-Revelation and character of the 

infinite-personal, living, loving God.  

 

They went on to point out that morals and ethics have no value unless they are 

rooted in a transcendent reference point. Christianity holds that, that Transcendent 

                                                 
1
C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, Harper Collins Publishers, Large Print, (New York; New York), 

1952, p. 55-56.  
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reference point is the living God who is revealed in The Bible. (It is He Who tells us what 

is right and what is wrong). 

 

The early defenders of Christianity sought to present the intellectual content and 

substance of the Truth-claims of Christianity. They presented the Christian Faith as a 

reasonable, moral, ethical, religion, and way of life. (They also presented The Christian 

Faith as more than a religion, because Christianity is a relationship, a relationship with 

the living God through Jesus Christ—His Son, which no other religion, or faith has).   

 

They presented the proof of the historical and philosophical arguments of the 

Christian worldview in a logical way, and contrasted its claims with existing, alternative 

religious worldviews.  

 

They defended the Christian worldview as an intellectual one. They clarified the 

Christian position and refuted the plethora of savage attacks, scurrilous lies, and 

misrepresentations, by intellectually answering objections, criticisms, and questions 

raised by both believers and pagans. 

 

They persuaded people that Christianity is true, and that it holds to immutable 

Truth, and that Truth can be applied to all of life. They presented evidence not simply to 

win an intellectual argument, but to persuade people to place their lives and eternal 

futures onto the complete, and full merits of the work of Christ on the Cross—alone! 

 

Conclusion: 

 

They gave an apologetic defense of the Christian Faith to objections, and 

questions concerning Christianity, that were raised by unbelievers and believers. They 

were ready, and willing, and prepared for the solemn responsibility before them to defend 

the Christian Truth-claims, and thought-forms.  

 

Christian Truth is rooted in the character of the infinite-personal, living God, and 

Christian Truth-claims give the Christian “…an absolute, universal by which to judge not 

only personal morals but the state.”
2
 Francis Schaeffer correctly points out that the 

actions of the state are to be judged with judgment, in this case meaning to think clearly 

and accurately – with logical conclusions.          
 

 

                                                 
2
Francis A. Schaeffer, How Should We Then Live? (The Rise And Decline Of Western Thought 

And Culture), Published by, Crossway Books Company, (Wheaton; Illinois), 1976, p. 26.   


