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Questions Concerning The Bible And The Claims Of Christ 

Part 1 
Written by:   D. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

 

 The Bible was written in a strange and different world compared to our Modern 

world, and this strange new world was—namely, the Near Eastern world; a primitive, 

backward, and barbaric world. It is in this backward world (by modern standards) that the 

actions of The Bible stories are played out. It’s in this world where we encounter, the 

Creation of the universe, Adam and Eve, in their rebellion and their fall, the introduction 

of the devil in the form an alien serpent, the first murderer (Cain killing Abel), Noah, 

Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, Solomon, and the rest, and watch the infinite-personal, 

living God deal with them—in His grace, mercy, judgment, love, and compassion, etc. 

 

 We see prophets pointing people back to the Laws of God; we see them 

denouncing idolatry and threatening judgment on true guilt, and sin. And we see The 

Almighty granting repentance through grace and mercy. It all seems so very far away, but 

yet, so very real.  

 

 J. I. Packer said of The Bible:  “It all belongs to that world, not to this world. We 

feel that we are, so to speak, on the outside of the Bible world, looking in. We are mere 

spectators, and that is all.”
1
  But we, in our modern society, remain strangers and 

foreigners compared to the Biblical world.    

 

1. How do you know that the Bible is the Word of God? 

 

2. What evidence do you have for your claim? 

 

3. Has God revealed Himself in some form/manner in the Bible? If the Almighty 

revealed Himself in the Bible, in what form, or in what manner did He reveal 

Himself? What is the specific, revealed evidence that has been given by God 

that proves that the Bible is actually from Him? 

 

4. What is the Biblical position? Is the Biblical position intellectually possible?  

 

5. Is the Biblical position intellectually defensible? 

 

6. Can the individual man/woman live out in a very practical way the teachings 

of Christ—namely:   

 

(i) to love God,  

(ii) to love neighbor,  

(iii)  to love oneself, and  

(iv) to love one’s enemy (Matt. 22:37-40; 5:41-45)? 

                                                 
1
 J. I. Packer, Knowing God (Downers Grove, Illinois; InterVasity Press, 1973), p. 67. 
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Premise 1:  The Bible is Extremely Trustworthy, and it is a Historically  

Renowned Document. 
 

1. Are there standards and rules that are applied to historical evidences? That is, 

are there things in history that can be verified as truth or error? This evidence 

is considered to be external evidence!   

 

At this point in the study, we turn our attention to Josephus, a contemporary 

Jewish historian who was born in A. D. 37 into a priestly family. He lived around the time 

of Christ. At an early age he joined the Pharisaic sect. He visited Rome in A. D. 63; 

during that visit he was impressed with the city of Rome, where he took stock of the 

might of the Empire.  

 

In A. D. 66, at the outbreak of the Jewish War, Josephus was a commander of the 

Jewish forces in Galilee. Through divine Providence, he escaped with his life and found 

himself as one of the last two survivors. They surrendered to the Roman authorities, and 

therefore, won special favor of the Roman commander Vespasian.  

 

Josephus was attached to the Roman general’s headquarters during the siege of 

Jerusalem. He even served as an interpreter for Titus, son of Vespasian, and successor in 

the Palestine command. After the Roman army crushed the Jewish rebellion, Josephus 

was taken to Rome. There he continued his work of writing using his family name, 

Flavius. Thereafter, he was known as Flavius Josephus. 

 

Josephus’ works include a History of the Jewish Wars, from 170 B. C., to A. D. 73. 

This work was written in Aramaic for the benefit of the Jews. Later this work was 

published in a Greek version. He went on to write a later work; this second work is called 

Antiquities of the Jews. In this work he recorded the story of his Jewish nation from its 

beginning in Genesis down to his own day. 

 

In this literary work we are drawn to the New Testament. Josephus was compelled 

to mention, and called by name, several people listed in the Gospel narratives. “The 

families of Herod; the Roman emperor Augustus, Tiberius, Claudius, and Nero; 

Quirinius, the governor of Syria, Pilate, Felix, and Festus, the procurator of Judea; and 

the rest of the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and so on.”
2
  

 

Josephus wrote about the time of the death of Herod the Great, 4 B. C.  He 

scathingly, denounced the fact that Herod was the one who put John the Baptist to death.  

The New Testament narrative records the death of John the Baptist. 

 

Josephus wrote: 

 

“Now, some of the Jews though that the destruction of Herod’s army came 

from God, and that very justly, as a punishment of what he did to John. 

                                                 
2
 F. F. Bruce, New Testament Document, p. 104.  
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That was called the Baptist; for Herod slew him, who was a good man, 

who had commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both as to righteousness 

toward one another, and piety toward God, and so came to baptism; for 

the washing [with water] would be acceptable to Him, if they made use of 

it, not in order to putting away [or the remission] of some sins [only], but 

for the purification of the body supposing still that the soul was thoroughly 

purified beforehand by righteousness.” 

 

“Now when [many] others came in crowds about him, for they were 

greatly moved [or pleased] by hearing his words. Herod, was feared lest 

the great influence John had over the people might put into power an 

inclination to rasie a rebellion (for they seemed ready to do anything he 

should advise). . . Accordingly, he was sent to prison . . .,and was there 

put to death. Now the Jews had an opinion that the destruction of this 

army was sent as a punishment upon Herod, and a mark of God’s 

displeasure against him.”
3
  

 

 Josephus went on to identify Jesus as “the One called Christ.” He wrote: 

 

“Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call 

him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful-works a teacher of such men as 

receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the 

Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; and when Pilate, at 

the suggestion of the principle men amongst us, had commanded to the 

cross, those that loved him at first did not forsake him, for he appeared to 

them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these 

and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him; are not extinct 

at this day.”
4
 

 

 

 This Jewish historian pointed to the New Testament as his source, and mentioned: 

(i) Herod, (ii) John the Baptist, (iii) the teaching and repudiation of Christ, (iv) Jesus 

being a wonder-worker, (v) Jesus’ crucifixion under Pilate, (vi) His raising from the dead, 

(vii) His messianic claim, and (viii) His being the founder of “tribe of Christians.”   

 

The English Archeologist, Sir William Ramsay (1852-1916) set out to disprove 

and discredit The Bible as false, and after several years of looking at the historical 

evidences, for The Bible, he concluded, and attested that, concerning the Books of Luke 

and Acts: “Luke and Acts are the best historical records for the evidence of The Bible 

being true!”    

 

 Noted historian, H. G. Wells, rejected the Gospel narratives, but yet, could not out 

rightly dismiss them; he went on to use the gospels as his only source material for writing 

about Jesus Christ and the spread of Christianity in the first century. He admitted that the 

                                                 
3
 Josephus, Antiquities, 18.5.2, Vol. 4. p. 20. 

4
 Josephus, Antiquities, 18.3.3, Vol. 4. p. 11. 
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Gospels carried the conviction of reality, and felt compelled to say of this historic Figure, 

Jesus Christ, “Here was a man. This part of the tale could not have been invented.”
5
 

 

 

- Continued in Part 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
5
 H. G. Wells, The Outline Of History, Vol. 1. p. 104. 


