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The Bible is Extremely Trustworthy and is a  

Historically Renowned Document 
Written by:   D. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

Are there standards and rules that are applied to historical evidences? That is, are 

there things in history that can be verified as truth or error? This evidence is considered to 

be external evidence!   

 

Josephus, a contemporary Jewish historian who was born in A. D. 37 into a 

priestly family lived around the time of Christ. At an early age he joined the Pharisaic 

sect. He visited Rome in A. D. 63; during that visit he was impressed with the city of 

Rome, where he took stock of the might of the Empire.  

 

In A. D. 66, at the outbreak of the Jewish War, Josephus was a commander of the 

Jewish forces in Galilee. Through divine Providence, he escaped with his life and found 

himself as one of the last two survivors. They surrendered to the Roman authorities, and 

therefore, won special favor of the Roman commander Vespasian.  

 

Josephus was attached to the Roman general’s headquarters during the siege of 

Jerusalem. He even served as an interpreter for Titus, son of Vespasian, and successor in 

the Palestine command. After the Roman army crushed the Jewish rebellion, Josephus 

was taken to Rome. There he continued his work writing using his family name, Flavius. 

Thereafter, he was known as Flavius Josephus. 

 

Josephus’ works include a History of the Jewish Wars, from 170 B. C., to A. D. 73. 

This work was written in Aramaic for the benefit of the Jews. Later this work was 

published in a Greek version. He went on to write a later work; this second work is called 

Antiquities of the Jews. In this work he recorded the story of his Jewish nation from its 

beginning in Genesis down to his own day. 

 

In this literary work we are drawn to the New Testament. Josephus was compelled 

to mention, and called by name, several people listed in the Gospel narratives. “The 

families of Herod; the Roman emperor Augustus, Tiberius, Claudius, and Nero; 

Quirinius, the governor of Syria, Pilate, Felix, and Festus, the procurator of Judea; and 

the rest of the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and so on.”
1
  

 

  

                                                 
1
 F. F. Bruce, New Testament Document, p. 104.  
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Josephus wrote about the time of the death of Herod the Great, 4 B. C.  He 

scathingly, denounced Herod’s execution of John the Baptist.  The New Testament 

narrative records the death of John the Baptist. 

 

Josephus wrote: 

 

“Now, some of the Jews though that the destruction of Herod’s army came 

from God, and that very justly, as a punishment of what he did to John. 

That was called the Baptist; for Herod slew him, who was a good man, 

who had commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both as to righteousness 

toward one another, and piety toward God, and so came to baptism; for 

the washing [with water] would be acceptable to Him, if they made use of 

it, not in order to putting away [or the remission] of some sins [only], but 

for the purification of the body supposing still that the soul was thoroughly 

purified beforehand by righteousness.” 

 

“Now when [many] others came in crowds about him, for they were 

greatly moved [or pleased] by hearing his words. Herod, was feared lest 

the great influence John had over the people might put into power an 

inclination to rasie a rebellion (for they seemed ready to do anything he 

should advise). . . Accordingly, he was sent to prison . . .,and was there 

put to death. Now the Jews had an opinion that the destruction of this 

army was sent as a punishment upon Herod, and a mark of God’s 

displeasure against him.”
2
  

 

 Josephus went on to identify Jesus as “the One called Christ.” He wrote: 

 

“Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call 

him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful-works a teacher of such men as 

receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the 

Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; and when Pilate, at 

the suggestion of the principle men amongst us, had commanded to the 

cross, those that loved him at first did not forsake him, for he appeared to 

them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these 

and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him; are not extinct 

at this day.”
3
 

 

 

 This Jewish historian pointed to the New Testament as his source, and mentioned: 

(i) Herod, (ii) John the Baptist, (iii) the teaching and repudiation of Christ, (iv) Jesus 

being a wonder-worker, (v) Jesus’ crucifixion under Pilate, (vi) His raising from the dead, 

(vii) His messianic claim, and (viii) His being the founder of “tribe of Christians.”   

 

                                                 
2
 Josephus, Antiquities, 18.5.2, Vol. 4. p. 20. 

3
 Josephus, Antiquities, 18.3.3, Vol. 4. p. 11. 
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The English Archeologist, Sir William Ramsay (1852-1916) set out to disprove 

and discredit The Bible as false, and after several years of looking at the historical 

evidences, for The Bible, he concluded, and attested that, concerning the Books of Luke 

and Acts: “Luke and Acts are the best historical records for the evidence of The Bible 

being true!”    

 

 Noted historian, H. G. Wells, rejected the Gospel narratives, but yet, could not out 

rightly dismiss them; he went on to use the gospels as his only source material for writing 

about Jesus Christ and the spread of Christianity in the first century. He admitted that the 

Gospels carried the conviction of reality, and felt compelled to say of this historic Figure, 

Jesus Christ, “Here was a man. This part of the tale could not have been invented.”
4
 

 

Is The Bible a Historical Document that we can Believe in?  
 

 Jesus was born under Augustus Caesar; this Roman Emperor lived from 27 B. C. 

to A. D. 14. The Jews, through whom Jesus came into the world, were expelled from 

Rome. These Jews, some of whom were Christians, followed Jesus—Christus, who was 

the founder of Christianity. Luke wrote:  

 

“After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth, and found a 

certain Jew named Aquinas, born in Pontus, lately came from Italy, with his wife 

Priscilla, (because Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome in A. 

D. 49), and came unto them” (Acts 18:1-2).   

 

 There is only one logical conclusion, Luke wrote these words, but on the other 

hand if he did not write these words, then, his work (the Book of Acts) then, remains one 

of the most incomprehensible, and unintelligible books in literary history. But in fact, 

Luke did write the Book of Acts, and it can be trusted as an authentic document! 

 

 

1. What was Jesus’ view of Sacred Scripture?  

 

2. Was Jesus a true prophet, or was He a false prophet? 

 

3. Did Christ teach that The Bible is The Word of God? What view of Scripture 

did Christ proclaim? He proclaimed the Jewish view of Scripture–that The 

Bible (for the Jews, they held that it was The Old Testament), is The Word of 

God!  

 

The final argument for the authority of Scripture boils down to this 

question:  DID Jesus Christ hold a very high view of Scripture? Yes 

indeed! Christ claimed: “To fulfill all Scriptures” (Mark 14:49; 15:27-28; 

Matt. 5:17-18; 12:16-21; 13:10-15).  

 

                                                 
4
 H. G. Wells, The Outline Of History, Vol. 1. p. 104. 
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In the context of Luke 4:16-21, The Master came to Nazareth, His home 

town, where He was brought up. There He went to the Synagogue on the 

Sabbath day, and stood up for the reading, and read from the Old Testament 

text of (Isaiah 61:1ff). Then He closed the Book, and gave it back to the 

Priest. As He sat down, all eyes were riveted on Him; and He said:  

 

“This day is This Scripture fulfilled in your ears” (Luke 4:21). 

 

After His resurrection from the dead, He again used the Old Testament 

Scriptures to point out that the Scriptures spoke of Him. He told the two men 

on the road to Emmaus,  

 

“O fools, slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken. Ought 

not Christ to have suffered these things, and enter into His glory?” (Luke 

24:25-26). 

 

In the Gospel of John, He said:  “All Scriptures point to Me . . .” (John  

5:39). Christ went on to say in John 4:26, that He was God’s Messiah of the 

Old Testament! He said: “I that speak unto thee am He.”   Christ’s entire 

ministry was colored by this sense of fulfillment (Luke 10:23-24; Matt. 13:16-

17).   

 

Christ made a direct claim to apply the fulfillment of the Old Testament 

Scripture to Himself. Before an attentive Jewish leadership, He claimed:  

 

“Today this Scripture had been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). This 

Scripture was taken from Isaiah 61:1-2.  

 

When He uttered these words, all eyes were riveted on Him with mute 

silence as He spoke in the Jewish Synagogue. 

 

The Old Testament Scriptures were the primary source of Christ’s 

authority. In the New Testament, we have the record where He fulfilled all the 

prophecies that were predicted of Him in the Old Testament! 

 

In John chapters 8 and 10, we are told that the Jews wanted to stone Jesus. 

They charged Him with the sin of blasphemy because He had made Himself 

out to be God. In reply to them, again, Christ simply appealed to the Old 

Testament. Christ said, “Is it not written in your Law, I said, ye are gods (John 

8: 58; 10: 34)?” The passage Jesus quotes is from in Psalm 82:6. This proves 

that the term “Law” was, for Jesus’ purpose, identical with Scripture as a 

whole]. And of this law, or Scripture, Jesus then says in John 10:35, 

“Scripture cannot be broken.” The Bible is, therefore, the final court of 

appeal in matters of human conduct, and human behavior.  
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Any passage of Scripture must, according to Jesus, be thought of as having 

“irrefutable authority.” What we have here is the strongest possible assertion 

of the indisputable, authority of Scripture; precisely, what is true of Scripture 

is ‘that it cannot be broken.’ All Scripture is the Holy, Infallible, Inerrant, 

Inspired, Word of God.    

 

4. What did Christ predict concerning His death --and did it come to pass? What 

did He predict concerning His resurrection –and did it come to pass? Yes 

indeed, that all came to pass. There is irrefutable historical evidence that 

Christ died under Roman law, was buried, and was raised from the dead!   

 

The Historical Meaning of:  John 10:34.  

 

“Jesus answered them, “Has it not been written in your Law, ‘I said,  

you are gods’?”” 

 

 Christ claimed to be the Son of God and the Jews objected to it –with hatred and 

rancor, bitterness. To meet their attack Jesus used arguments from Scripture: The first is 

purely a Jewish argument which is difficult for us to understand. He quoted Psalm 82:6. 

This Psalm is a warning to unjust judges to cease from their unjust ways, and defend the 

poor and the innocent. The appeal concludes: “I say, ‘You are gods, sons of the most 

High, all of you.’”  

 

 The judge in the Old Testament was commissioned by God to be a god to men. 

This idea comes across very clearly to us in certain of the regulations in Exodus 21:1-6.  

We have stated in verse 6, “Then his master shall bring him unto the judges.” The 

Hebrew word for judge is actually elohim, which means gods. The same form of 

expression is used in Exodus 22:9, 28. So Jesus is saying to the Jews of His day: “If 

Scripture can speak like that about men, why should I not speak so about Myself?” 

 

 Now a clearer explanation from Jesus came across with force, and it will be: “In 

the old days it was possible for Scripture to speak of judges as gods, because they were 

commissioned by God to bring His truth and justice into the world. So, how can you 

object if I call Myself the Son of God? I am only doing what Scripture does.”  This is one 

of those Biblical arguments, the force of which is difficult for us to feel; but which, to a 

Jewish Rabbi, would have been entirely understood and convincing.  

 

 Then the Master used a second argument: He went on to invite the Jews to the 

acid test. “I do not ask you, to accept My words. But I ask you to accept My deeds.”  A 

word is something about which a man can argue; but the deed is something beyond 

argument. Jesus, as the perfect teacher, does not base His claims on what He says, but on 

what He is and does. He invites the Jews to base their verdict not on what He said, but on 

what He did.  

 

That is the test which all His followers ought to be able, and willing to meet. It is 

a fruit, a behavior, and an ethic which makes the difference in the life of the followers of 
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Christ which is visible to the unbelieving, watching world. The tragedy or the implication 

is that, so few of His followers can live up to those high standards—without His help! 

 

Summary: 

 

The Bible claims to be inspired by God: 

 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be adequate, 

equipped for every good work.” 

 

                                      (2 Timothy 2:16-17).  

 

The direct claims of inspiration on the part of the writers of The Bible are also 

very impressive in view of their limited backgrounds. For the most part, the men who 

wrote the Bible had little formal education and were in no position to do the exalted 

writing that we find them doing. How could these men, have come to know such great 

truth? How could they have come to make such great claims of speaking for God, if God 

had not told them what to write?   

 

 The Bible is a reliable, historical document, and its content depends on a certain 

level of historical accuracy. The followers of Christ, and all those who hold to the Truth-

claims of the Christian, Worldview believe the Bible to be reliable. Because that reliable 

source informs us that Jesus Christ, taught that, The Bible is The very Word of God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


