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The Birth of Christ – Part I 

 
                  Written by:   Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

 It was the time when conditions were best; in the flow of    

human history, it was the right time, it was the fullness of time.  

  

“But when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth 

his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 

them that were under the law, that we might receive the 

adoption of sons”  (Gal. 4:4-5).
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It was the fullness of time, providentially, prophetically, 

and practically. There was unification under Roman rule. Roman 

unity and peace were founded on the worship of the goddess 

‘Roma,’ the Spirit of Rome. Rome had welded the world into a 

community, and Roman peace dominated the world. Historian, 

Donald Dudley wrote: “Immensa Romancae pacis maiestia, 

meaning, the boundless majesty of Roman peace. It covered the 

area of Europe, Asia, and Africa that has never again been under a 

single rule. Only an estimate of its population can be made, but a 

figure of seventy million is widely accepted.” 
2
 

Language was another factor which led to the unification 

by Rome. Greek culture had been spread throughout by Alexander 

the Great (356-323 B. C.). Even with the collapse of his empire; the 

introduction of all things Greek, permanently altered the cultural 

landscape of the Mediterranean world. Many new, Greek cities 

were founded throughout the former Persian Empire during and 

after the time of Alexander. These cities were modeled after the 

Greeks’ cities and were vehicles of Greek culture (art, architecture, 

Greek language, philosophy, and literature). 

Latin was the language of the West, and Greek was the 

language of the East; these two languages enjoyed primacy. 

Knowledge of these two would take one anywhere in these two 

vast empires. But in the large Roman Empire the Greek language 

was familiar to most. While each province may have had its own 

tongue or dialect, everywhere people were bilingual and practically 

everyone knew the ‘common’ Greek, the ‘common everyday’ 

Greek, which was the singular language of the New Testament.  

Down beneath the shining culture of that ancient world,  

there was extreme poverty and unrest. The lustful extravagance of  

                                                 
1
 The Holy Bible.  Authorized King James Version (KJV), Galatians 4:4-5.  
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Donald R. Dudley, The Civilization of Rome, Penguin Books Inc, (New York; New York);  

1962, p. 179.  
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Herod the Great, and his oppressive, burdensome taxation, 

contributed to the meaninglessness of both civil and religious life, 

and everywhere life became care-ridden and full of worry 

(including in Israel).  

The old world had sunk into moral hopelessness, and the 

old, hand-made ancient gods were dead and dying in popularity. 

It’s at this blackest hour that the voice of hope rang out from 

Galilee. The Creator of heaven and earth, the infinite-personal, 

living God broke His silence of four hundred years and announced 

the coming of Christ into the world. 

The silence of a four hundred year period occurred between 

the writing of the Testaments; between the Old Testament book of 

Malachi and the New Testament book of Matthew. This period is 

also called the ‘inter-Testamental period.’ Over this period of time, 

mankind received no spoken or written revelation from God. He 

was silent. Then He broke His silence, and the Word of the Lord 

came to Joseph:  

 

“. . . Behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 

dream, saying, ‘Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take 

unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her 

is of the Holy Spirit. And she shall bring forth a Son. And 

thou shalt call his name JESUS; for He shall save His 

people from their sins.’”  (Matt. 1:20b-21). 

  

This text was quoted from the Old Testament, Isaiah 7:14. 

The prophet Isaiah himself wrote (by divine inspiration some 740 

years before Jesus was born, while Ahaz was king of Judah): 

“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; behold, a virgin 

shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

The prophet did not reveal the meaning of the name Immanuel. 

However, in the New Testament, the meaning of the word 

‘Immanuel’ is revealed as “God with us” (Matt. 1:23).      

Isaiah went on to say, “the Lord Himself” would take the 

initiative on this matter; “He would give a sign. . .” (v. 14). The 

prophet is to announce the unusual birth of a special child which 

will be a sign to the house of David, and the nation of Israel, that 

this is the Messiah. The sign is that a virgin will give birth to a 

child, a special child. 

The Hebrew word for ‘virgin’ is almah. This word occurs 

six times in the Old Testament. In the passage in Isaiah before us,  

and in each other instance a virgin is referred to as an unmarried, 

chaste maiden. In Genesis 24:43, Rebekah is called a maiden 

(almah); in Genesis 24:16 she is called “a virgin” whom no man 

has known sexually.   
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In Exodus 2:8, Miriam, as she watches over her brother 

Moses, is called ‘the maiden’ almah. She must have been quite 

young at the time, although her age is stated nowhere in the Bible. 

In Psalm 68:25 we are told of ‘damsels’ who played timbrels (an 

ancient type of tambourine) in the sanctuary; they would certainly 

have been of chaste character.  

The word occurs twice in the Song of Solomon; there it 

refers to a chorus of young women (1:3), and to a group 

distinguished from Solomon’s ‘queen’ and ‘concubines’ (6:8). In 

Proverbs 30:19, it refers to a maiden in contrast to an adulterous 

woman (v. 20). In each case it appears that the word is used to 

indicate a virgin of marriageable or pre-marriageable age, a young 

woman who was neither married nor had known a man sexually. 

Biblical commentator Homer Hailey wrote, “Additional evidence 

that the emphasis in Isaiah is on a special unmarried chaste maiden 

is the use of the definite article in both the Hebrew and Septuagint 

texts—the virgin. Despite the attempt to prove otherwise, the word 

seems never to be used of a married woman or of an immoral 

woman.”
3
 

It was the Messiah whom the prophet Isaiah saw as about 

to be born, then again in Isaiah 9, as actually born, and again in 

Isaiah 11 as reigning. The virgin here is referred to as the mother 

of the Messiah, whose birth was to occur in the distant future. And 

after over seven hundred years, this prophecy was fulfilled through 

the Virgin Mary (Matthew 1 and Luke 1). 

  

 Events Connected to Christ’s Birth (i) 

  

 In the Old Testament book of Micah, chapter 5, verse 2, the 

prophet wrote by inspiration: “But thou, Bethlehem, though thou 

be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 

come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose going forth 

have from of old, from everlasting” [KJV]. This prophet also wrote 

over 700 years before Christ was born, by inspiration of the living 

God. This prophet states, “You Bethlehem are small among the 

clans of Judah.” A clan was made of one thousand (1,000) people; 

we normally don’t notice a town of people that small, that 

diminutive. In fact, when the [map-maker of the Book of Joshua] 

listed the forty-six cities of Judah, he did not even mention 

Bethlehem.  

 In Micah, chapter 1, the prophet listed 12 cities, and he did 

not mention Bethlehem. This Bethlehem was so insignificant, yet, 

God choose this small town as the birthplace of the Messiah. 

                                                 
3
Homer Hailey, A Commentary On Isaiah, Baker Book House, (Grand Rapids: Michigan), 1985, 

p. 84.   
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 The Creator of heaven and earth staged the coming and 

birth of His Son on earth. Christ’s birth in Bethlehem would not be 

the beginning of His life—His origin is from eternity, “. . . His 

going forth was from old, from everlasting” (Micah 5:2). Jesus has 

always existed. 

 In this little town of Bethlehem, the Ruler over Israel came 

forth, He came forth as the divine Messiah with the full knowledge 

and power of Deity; He was the ‘incarnation’ of God. (Incarnation 

is the act whereby God became Man).  

 

Events Connected to Christ’s Birth (ii) (Matt. 2:1-6) 

  

For years, the people of the East looked for and awaited the 

coming of Christ, and it finally came to pass. The New Testament 

records the birth of Christ as an historical event. The birth of Christ 

is rooted squarely in history!  

Matthew wrote, “Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea 

in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from 

the East to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He that is born King of the 

Jews? For we have seen His star in the East (emphasis added), and 

have come to worship Him.’ When Herod the king had heard these 

things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him” (Matt 2:1-3). 

 

 

This article is continued in Part II 

 


