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 Apologetics may be defined as the defense of the 

Christian faith. The simplicity of this definition cannot 

define the complexity of the meaning, scope, purpose, and 

problem of apologetics. 

 The word “apologetics” comes from the Greek 

word apologia, which was originally used as a speech of 

defense. In ancient Greece apologia was a defense made in 

a courtroom as part of a judicial process. After the 

accusation was made, the defendant was allowed to refute 

the changes with a defense (apologia).  

 Perhaps the most classic example of an apologia 

was Socrates’ (469?-399 B.C.) defense against the charges 

of corrupting the youths of Athens, and of preaching 

strange gods. Socrates, defense was retold by his most 

famous student, Plato (427-347 B.C.) in a dialogue called 

The Apology.   

 The word apologia appears several times in the 

New Testament, and can be translated “a defense” or 

“vindication” in every case. Both apostles, Paul and Peter, 

offered a reasoned defense of the Christian faith as appears 

in Philippians 1:7, 16, and especially in I Peter 3:15. The 

work of apologetics rests upon a biblical command. We 

find a mandate in Scripture to defend the faith, a mandate 

that every Christian must take seriously. It is the birthright 

of every believer to give a defense of the Christian faith, 

though no specific theory of apologetics is outlined in the 

New Testament. 

  During the second century the early Church Fathers 

who took up the defense of the truth-claims of the Christian 

faith are, for that reason, called Apologists. The Fathers 

addressed their defense of the Christian faith partly to the 

pagan rulers and partly to the intelligent, thinking public. 

 Their immediate object-task was to bridge the gap 

between the Christian worldview and the pagan worldview. 

They presented the Christian worldview as the highest and 

surest way of life and philosophy; and this worldview was 

antithetical to the non-Christian philosophy/worldview. 

 When the Christian system was presented back 

then, it gave special emphasis to the truths of natural  

religion:  An infinite-personal living God, truth, final  

reality, virtue, love, fixed points of right and wrong,  
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absolutes, the high value and worth of man, man’s problem 

with sin, immortality, and God’s revelation of Himself 

through His Son–Jesus Christ; and they spoke of these 

truths as the fulfillment of all truth found in both Judaism 

and Hellenism.
1
 

 Louis Berkhof suggested the following about the 

early church Fathers:  “Their task assumed a threefold 

character; defensive, offensive, and constructive. They 

defended Christianity by showing that there was no 

evidence for the charges brought against its adherents; the 

offensive conduct ascribed to them was altogether 

inconsistent with the spirit and precepts of the Gospel, and 

that the character and lives of those who professed the 

Christian faith were marked by moral purity.”
2
  

 The Early Church Fathers charged the Jewish 

people with hypocrisy, and legalism; their legalistic love 

for the Law gave them a permanent blindness that 

prevented them from seeing that Jesus was the promised 

Messiah, who was the One who fulfilled many of the Old 

Testament Messianic prophecies.  

 The Fathers leveled an assault on paganism, and 

they exposed the unworthy abuse of Christians, and the  

immoral character encouraged by the heathen religions; and 

particularly their doctrine of many gods, as compared with 

the doctrine of the God of the Bible, His universal 

providence, His moral government, and the future life. 

They saw no value and no worth in man (according to 

Greek thought and philosophy).  

 Finally, the Church Fathers were compelled to 

establish with finality, the authority and character of 

Christianity, and the Self-Revelation of the infinite (love) 

of the infinite-personal, living God. 

In demonstrating the reality of this revelation the 

early church Fathers relied mainly on the facts: There is 

                                                 
1
Hellenism, Hellenists: (Hellenism, imitation of the Greeks; Hellenist, a Greek-speaking Jew). 

Hellenism is the devotion to ancient Greek thought, customs, and life style.  

Alexander ‘the Great’ (356-323 B.C.), king of Macedon (336-323 B.C.), who was taught by 

Aristotle, devoted his life to conquering the world for the spread of Greek culture. He was convinced of the 

superiority of the Greek way of life and carried with him on his campaigns copies of Homer’s Iliad and 

Odyssey.  

Alexander and his successors broke down the old national, political, cultural, and religious 

establishment and introduced Greek culture by establishing New Greek colonies and cities, by rapidly 

spreading Koinea, not the classical Greek, but the common Greek language, by the intermarriages of the 

Greeks with the Asiatics. He died in 323 B. C.  His thirteen years (336 – 323 B. C.), of conquest changed the 

course of history. [Merrill C. Tenney, The Zondervan, Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, Published by the 

Zondervan Corporation, (Grand Rapids, Michigan), 1975, vol. 3. p. 117].        
2
Louis Berkhof, The History of Christian Doctrines, Baker Book House Company, (Grand Rapids, 

Michigan), 1975, p. 56.  
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One Living God, who created the world and revealed 

Himself through Christ – His Son. 

The Fathers laid out the arguments from prophecy, 

His virgin birth, evidence from His life, His moral and 

ethical teachings, the value and worth He placed on human 

beings, His miracles, His substitutionary death, and finally 

His resurrection.  

 They pointed to the spread of the Christian faith in 

spite of all opposition and resistance, and the transformed 

character and lives of Christians.  

            When the early Church Fathers outlined the 

doctrinal content and substance of divine revelation they 

did not always clearly distinguish between universal and 

special revelation. Universal revelation is that which is seen 

in Creation, and special revelation is divinely revealed 

revelation—the Bible.  

 They conceived “. . .of Christianity too much as a 

philosophy, albeit the only true philosophy, superior to all 

other philosophies in that it was based on revelation. . . . 

Christianity is philosophy and revelation.”
3
  

They regarded Christian and non-Christian 

philosophies as a worldview of thought that contained a 

rational element and satisfactorily answered the questions 

that have engaged all true philosophers, and as the direct 

antithesis of non-Christian philosophy. 

The church Fathers presented Christian philosophy 

as representing the One [true], infinite-personal, living God 

as the Self-existent, Immutable, Immanent, and Eternal 

God. They knew that the Self-existent, living God is the 

primal cause (the Creator) of the universe. 

They Early Church seized upon the Biblical 

conception of the Logos to bridge the gap between the 

Christian worldview and the Pagan worldview. They 

presented the Logos—Christ, to the Greeks and Romans as 

He existed externally in God, the Immanuel, which means,  

 “God with us,” He who is Self-Existent in His Being; the 

One Who is the ‘beginning’ the Arche, the Logos, “Who 

created and holds all things together, and He is the Source 

of all things in the universe” (John 1:1-3; Col. 1:18).       

The early Apologists were not writing doctrinal 

treatises, but were writing on, and stressing absolute truth,  

which constitutes an essential part of the doctrines of the  

Christian faith. Their writings also contained elements of 

the Christian faith which revealed the fundamental truths of 

unity and reason. Unity and reason were two things which 

                                                 
3
Berkhof, p. 57.  
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Plato and Aristotle, along with the Romans sought for the 

meaning human existence, but had no answers, because 

they had no fixed integration point, or reference point on 

which to pin their thinking and their living. (By integration 

point, I mean, they had no infinite God, and no infinite-

point of reference as the early Christians).   

Therefore, they, and the Greek thinking people, 

were without any answers for life and meaning. They were 

looking for meaning and purpose in life. They were looking 

for ultimate truth and ultimate reality. They were look for 

‘who’ and ‘what’ holds all things together. They wondered 

why they were alive, and they wondered if life was 

meaningless. Hence, the nature of Apologetics is always 

determined, more or less, by the opposition. 

The early church Fathers presented the substance of 

Christianity in the context of its rational content. They 

outlined and gave their defense of Christianity through the 

Logos doctrine -- as being truth, and reason in human form 

They valued the objective facts of revelation, such as the 

incarnation (the act whereby God became Man in the virgin 

birth of Christ), and the resurrection, as the truths, 

immutable truth as final reality. Final reality is what is so as 

declared in sacred Scripture. 

 

Summary 

The early church Fathers sought to present the 

substance and intellectual content of the truths of 

Christianity through a rational interpretation of the truth-

claims of Christianity. They portrayed Christianity as a 

reasonable, moral, religion, and way of life. 

They presented the proof of the historical and 

philosophical arguments of the Christian worldview in a  

logical way, and contrasted its claims with alternative 

worldviews. 

They defended the Christian worldview as an 

intellectual one. They clarified the Christian position and 

refuted the plethora of savage attacks, scurrilous lies, and 

misrepresentations, by answering objections, criticisms, 

and questions raised by both believers and unbelieving 

pagans. 

They persuaded people that Christianity is true, and 

that it holds to immutable truth; and that that truth can be  

applied to life. The early Church Fathers presented 

evidence not simply to win an intellectual argument, but to 

persuade people to place their lives and eternal futures onto 
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the complete, and full merits of the work of Christ on the 

Cross—alone!           

  Christian truth is rooted in the character of the 

infinite-personal, living God, and Christian truth-claims 

give the individual “an absolute, universal standard by 

which to judge not only personal morals but the state,”
4
 and 

the political actions of the state. To judge means; to think 

clearly and accurately. 

                                                 
4
Francis A. Schaffer, How Should We Then Live? (The Rise And Decline Of Western Thought And 

Culture), Crossway Books Company,  (Wheaton, Illinois), 1976, p. 26.  


