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The Elements Of A Worldview 
Written by:   D. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

 The Christian worldview sets forth with finality, three areas of existence; they are the 

areas of:   

(i) Existence.  

(ii) Morals.  

(iii) Knowledge.  

These Truths are revealed in the Bible. They are not simply abstract, or mystical. These 

three areas; ‘Existence, Morals, and Knowledge,’ are tangibles rooted in reality—what is! These 

three areas point to God, Who is present in the universe, and has revealed Himself. 

 The Christian Faith and Worldview account for beauty, design, order, unity, form, and 

purpose in nature, and within the universe, as being attributable to the creator, God. Outside of 

the Christian worldview, the skeptic, unbeliever, agnostic, and atheist, struggle to provide 

answers for these two fundamental questions: 

Why is there something rather than nothing in the universe? 

 Why is there:  order, form, beauty, unity, purpose, and not chaos in the universe?   

As one unpacks the elements of a worldview, one can arrange them in a number of ways. 

One can describe the elements of a worldview:  

Historically  

Theologically  

Religiously  

Philosophically   

Culturally  

A worldview is a view of the world, and a view for the world. Because worldviews are 

essentially personal, it seems best, for our purposes, to examine them from the perspective of 

our personal encounter with the world.   

 Worldviews are never passive; they are, by their very nature, confrontational. An 

individual’s world-view is a construct resulting from their presence and life experiences in the 

world. Each person develops their own unique perspective and preferences for living in the 

world in order to make sense of it, or lose the desire to exist. As each person embraces their 

reality in the world, they must confront three major realities regarding their existence:  

(1) God, the concept of ultimate reality;  
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(2) Humanity, and the reality of human existence and one’s own worth, and value (as 

well as that of other people); and  

(3) The existence and purpose of this world around us, both the material and the 

spiritual. How do we respond to our inward world, and how do we respond to our outward 

world? We are confronted by moral truth, and by spiritual truth. So how do we deal with these 

two realities? Here, one’s view of God comes into focus 

 

Belief in God 

Belief in God does not violate a logical and rational approach to the evidence for God, and for 

man’s experience toward God. Belief in God is not an illusion in Man. In man, belief in God is 

real and not abstract, nor is it mystical.  

Man cannot believe in God without the evidences presented by God Himself. Evidences 

are defined as grounds for belief. Evidences are those things which tend to provide something, 

and point to the affirmation or verification of something else.   

“The very idea of God lends substance to the fact that He is.”
1
  

The fact that men/women can conceive of God, suggests that Someone (The Living God), 

has given the possibility of such a conception, and that there is (Someone –God) at home in the 

universe Who corresponds to this conception.  

One’s view of God is the starting point for all worldviews. It was Mortimer Adler in The 

Great Books series, who commented, (as quoted by Phillips and Brown):  

“More consequences for thought and action follow the  

affirmation, or the denial of God, than, from answering  

any other basic questions.”
2
   

When viewing the existence of God, one comes face to face with that which is of ultimate 

concern—the reality of His existence. Even those who reject the existence of God have 

confronted the “God-question.” This question is not optional, and there is no neutral ground 

about believing in God, or not believing in God.  

  

                                                 
1
John MacArthur, New Testament Commentary on the Book of Hebrews, Published by, The Moody Bible 

Institute, [Chicago; Illinois], 1983, p. 309.   
2
W. Gray Phillips, and William E. Brown, Making Sense Of Your World; A Biblical Worldview, Published 

by, Sheffield Publishing Company, [Salem; Wisconsin], 1991, p. 30.   
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John MacArthur wisely points out on the existence of God:  

  

  “Studies by anthropologists show that Man is universally  

God-conscious. This does not mean that there is no man who does 

not believe in some sort of god—much less in the true God—but 

that men in general do.”
3
 

 

The argument for the existence of God, finds support in the fact that man is incurably 

religious, whether he be educated, or uneducated, whether he lived in ancient time or in a 

modern period, whether he be rich or poor. Man is a worshipping creature, and he instinctively 

looks upward to find God. 

 

  “We are all familiar with the statement in the Psalms, “The fool has 

 said in his heart, there is no God” (Psalm 14:1; 53:1). In order for the fool  

to say “God,” he had to have a knowledge, or a concept of God in his mind. 

To start out to deny God is a kind of implication that God exists. This, too,  

is a part of man’s approach to God, or his denial of God.””
4
 

 

The atheist may merely dismiss the question of the existence of God, and if he does, then, 

what is his logical conclusions? However he arrives at his atheism, he cannot escape from his 

questions about “God,” Who is there in the universe!    

 When one denies the question of and the existence of God, then one still must explain 

certain qualities of Man, and the realities of this world that have been traditionally explained by 

appealing to a belief in God. Then questions such as the following become very real to us: 

 

Why does humanity have the idea of God, if no such being exists?  

How did the universe come into existence?  

                                                 
3
John MacArthur, New Testament Commentary, The Book of Hebrews, Published by, the Moody Bible 

Institute, (Chicago; Illinois), 1983, p. 309.  
4
B. Barrett Baxter, I Believe Because, Published by, Baker Book House, (Grand Rapids; Michigan, 1971), 

p. 42. 
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How do we account for the apparent design, order, beauty, unity and purpose 

within the universe and nature?  

Why is there a sense of right and wrong within the heart of Man?  

Why is there good and bad, pain and pleasure, and evil, and suffering in this 

world?  

Are there answers to these questions? Where can we get the answers from?
5
 

  

The denial of the existence of God, usually results in a worldview that focuses on the 

more immediate concerns of humanity (the accumulating of material things for oneself in this 

world) rather than on ultimate questions.  

 

“Holding to a God-less philosophy of life generally focuses  

on the here and now, because this philosophy holds to,  

there is no one out there, meaning there is no God.”
6
  

This is the implication, and the logical conclusion of the final reality of a worldview 

without God, and Truth. 

 

 If one takes the step to acknowledge the existence of God, then he/she is probably forced 

to answer several questions about Him. Where do we begin with our belief in God? What is 

belief in God supposed to look like? What is the implication of believing in Him? What is the 

logical conclusion of not believing in Him? Is He a personal Being, or an impersonal force? Is 

He Someone who is real or, someone who is abstract? Is He actively involved in human events? 

Is He a moral God who will judge His creatures, and hold them accountable for their actions? Is 

He silent? Has He revealed Himself?  How? Has He revealed Himself in some form? How can 

we know His revelation? Can we know and understand Him and His ways? What are some of 

His attributes and qualities? How is this God different from handmade gods, and other gods that 

man makes such as wealth, things, fame, power, relationships, etc. 

  

If one believes that God is The Creator of the universe, and of all things therein, how 

does one move from oneself as the center of universe, to God at the center of the universe? How 

does one view Him as the most important Being? One is compelled to ask Him these questions; 

                                                 
5
Phillips and Brown, p. 30-31. 

6
Sigmond Frued as quoted by Batsell Barrett Baxter, I Believe Because, Published by, Baker Book House, 

[Grand Rapids; Michigan], 1971, p. 32. [Emphasis Added].  
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“Why did you make me?” and, “What do you expect from me?” Is there a bedrock, with 

unshakable certainty, on which all human certainty could be when it comes to our belief in God?   

If He is the final and ultimate Judge of all, then, one desperately needs to know by what 

criteria He will judge us and what one must do to be accepted. What one says about God, 

embraces everything else one believes.  

 The question of the nature, and value of humanity is where Man’s worldview confronts 

the philosophy of his life. Before becoming a Christian, Russian novelist Leo Tolstoy listed six 

questions he had to answer about the meaning and purpose of life: 

 

  Why am I living? 

  What is the cause of my existence and that of everyone else? 

  Why do I exist? 

  Why is there a division of good and evil within me? 

  How must I live? 

  What is death – how can I save myself?
7
 

 

 Tolstoy’s quest to understand the ultimate questions of life is at the heart and soul of a 

worldview. These questions give Man meaning, and purpose, and they provide the framework 

for how he lives in this world.  

 Beyond these questions, Man must come to terms with his intellect, and with his social, 

moral, and religious nature. Man is further confronted with more questions like:  

How can man know anything?  

Why can he think and reason cognitively?  

Why does he have language?  

Who created languages?   

Why can he feel?  

Why can he ever ask the question, why?   

Why is Man a Worshipful Creature?  

  

                                                 
7
Phillips and Brown, p. 31.  
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Whatever Man decides about his purpose, and his future will set the values he places on 

his family, work, and others. If he concludes that his life has no meaning, and no purpose, then 

he will live his life accordingly. If he decides that his life has meaning and has purpose, then, he 

will probably conform his life to that purpose and meaning—be it good or bad.  

    

Nature and Naturalism: 

As the name implies, naturalism defines every existence, and all events (the beginning of time, 

man, and animals) by natural cause—evolution. It holds that nothing is “supernatural.” 

Therefore, it is up to man to understand how the well-ordered nature works, so that he will be 

able to harness its power for the improvement of human life and wellbeing.  

 Naturalism,
8
 is the philosophic system of thought holding that all of human life and 

existence can be explained in terms of natural causes and laws, without attributing moral, 

spiritual, or supernatural significance to them. It holds that all things come from natural causes, 

and not from any divine revelation.  

 This view of thought concerning nature brings two questions for consideration:   

(i) The question concerning the physical universe: From where did the universe 

come? (This is the question of origin). 

  

(ii) Why is the universe, organized the way it is—with beauty, order, form, and unity? 

(This is the question of design). 

 The naturalist, and the evolutionist, will answer the question of design by natural 

selection as pointed out by the French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre, in his book, Being and 

Nothingness: “Man is a useless passion, condemned to freedom.”   

The humanist-naturalist thinks that his efforts to find purpose in life in a purposeless 

universe are noble, but they are of small comfort in the light of his meaningless, mindless, and 

purposeless existence.  

 But Man is still left to wrestle with the haunting question, “From where does the 

universe originate?” This question causes the naturalist to search for credible answers. This 

universe exists with: beauty, order, form, and unity. The existence of this universe without chaos 

cannot come from nothing, can it? The nature and design of the universe seems to indicate that 

the universe had a definite origin, because it has order, form, unity, and beauty.  

 Christianity, and the Christian worldview point to the order, beauty, form, and unity of 

the universe, as evidence that the universe was set in motion by a Personal-Creator, God. This is 

a claim the naturalist must reject. The Naturalist, even in his rejection of God, still knows 

                                                 
8
Naturalism, is [a] Theology. It is the doctrine that all religious truths are derived from nature and natural 

causes, and not from any, Personal or divine Being through revelation.  
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something about God.
9
 What the Naturalist knows about God, he has a propensity (a natural 

inclination or tendency), a proclivity (a predisposed habitual inclination), a bent (a bias), to bury 

God’s known light, in his mindlessness and self-centeredness.  

How does the naturalist respond to the question of origin? The Naturalist denies 

everything about the created order, and he accepts evolution. 

 Stephen Hawking, the famed Cambridge University physicist, believes that the universe 

is not infinite and eternal but rather finite and temporal with no boundary and no beginning. He 

concludes in his writings:  

“If the universe is really completely self-contained, having no 

boundary or edge, it would have neither beginning nor end; it would 

simply be. What place then, is there for a Creator in the universe?” 

Stephen Hawking in seeking to prove that if there is no “edge” to the universe, concludes 

that there is no God. But his argument, while it appears to explain away the need for a Creator, 

still fails to answer these fundamental questions:   

“Why is there something rather than nothing?” “Why is there order, form, unity, and 

beauty in the universe, and not chaos?” The person who holds to the belief that the physical 

universe came from nothing, still does not answer the question, “Why?” The atheist is one who, 

whatever his declared beliefs, or unbeliefs, lives without reference to the presence of such a God. 

 How it is that man has the ability to reason abstractly and transcend his own existence? 

The very fact that Man can comprehend objects, beauty, form, and order outside of himself, goes 

beyond physical explanation. How did unconscious forces give rise to minds and sound 

reasoning in Man? Why is Man a thinking being?   

  

                                                 
9
Romans 1:18-19.  



 

Copyright © 2014 Research Center for Apologetics, International. All Rights Reserved. 

P
ag

e8
 

Why is it that the naturalist, and all those to hold to the evolution worldview, cannot 

explain the intricate biological cycle; the complex reproductive system that exists in Man and 

animals, and the human brain—things that are more complex than anything Mankind has ever 

produced? Robert Horton, points out: 

 

  “I believe in God because He has given me moral judgment. The (human) 

race has an innate sense of right and wrong. . . . My belief in God is also based  

on intelligent  volation—on the human will, which has been explained as “the  

total conscious process involved in effecting a decision.” Will is one of the  

three great divisions into which psychologists usually divide the power of 

the mind (the other being cognition and feelings). I desire, I crave something; 

my intellect renders its decision; and my will carries it out.”
10

 

 

Conclusion: 

So whose God is dead? Surely, not the God revealed in The Bible—The Creator of the universe! 

We are not arguing about whether or not a kind of Super-person can be proved to exist beyond 

the visible world. It is a question of how Man can live –without His presence!  

Belief in God does not violate a logical and rational approach to the evidence for God, 

and for man’s experiences toward God. The belief-system of The Bible presents a rational, 

logical view of God, the personal God—Who is revealed in Creation, and in The Bible.  

 There is only one philosophy, one religious worldview that fills the need for “Who and 

What” exits in the universe, and it is the Christian worldview which fills the need for all that 

exists. 

The Biblical worldview as revealed in Christianity is separated from all other religions 

and philosophies. The Christian worldview, with the personal-infinite, living God, clearly 

distinguishes Christianity from all other worldviews and religions. 

                                                 
10

Robert H. Horton, as quoted by B. Barrett Baxter, in I Believe Because, pp. 51-52.  


