
 

Copyright © 2018 Research Center for Apologetics, International. All Rights Reserved. 

P
ag

e1
 

 

The Essentials of A Biblical Worldview 
 

Written by:   D. Eddie Bhawanie 

 
  “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

 unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth is unrighteousness. Because that 

 which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 

 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and  

divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, 

so that they are without excuse. For even though they knew God, they did not honor 

Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their 

foolish heart was darkened.”1    

   

  “Every man who occupies himself with the construction of a god, or merely 

 even agrees to it, prostitutes himself in the worst way.” 

                                         Vladimir Lenin 

 

  “Nothing will be changed if God does not exist.” 

                                        Jean Paul Sartre 

 

  “Could it be possible! This old saint in the forest hath not yet heard of it, 

 that God is dead!” 

                                      Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

  “Religion arises out of guilt and the fear of nature.” 

 

                                     Sigmund Freud 

 

  “Religion is used to keep the lower classes happy.” 

                                    Karl Marx 

 

 There is no end to ungodly statements denying the existence of God, in the United 

States and around the world. Yet, more than ninety percent of Americans believe in God, 

whereas only one in twenty-five is a professing atheist. Three-fifths of the world’s 

population holds to a belief in some form of a personal deity.2 However, there is no 

neutral ground about God. Either you believe in God; or, deny Him! There is no middle 

ground. Man, accepts and lives with one of the following:  

 

(i) There is no God.  

 

(ii) Man is God (or I am God). 

  

(iii) There is the personal-infinite, living God, who is at home in the universe. 
 

  

                                                 
1The Holy Bible. New American Standard Bible.  
2World Christian Encyclopedia, (New York, Oxford, 1928), pp. 1-21.  
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The Beginning of a Biblical Worldview: The Living God 

 

Theism begins with the assumption that God exists! Naturalism (science) builds its 

system on the assumption that this material universe is all there is, and all that exists. 

Transcendentalism assumes that all reality in the world is one great mind or spirit – 

holding to; (man is God).  

 

Acknowledging the existence of God is a bold and powerful declaration 

concerning the origin of life, and the meaning of the universe. Unlike naturalism, theism 

holds that real things do exist beyond the physical realm: God, angels, the human soul, 

immortality, sin, guilt, cruelty, suffering, evil, the devil, and the like.  

 

Christianity holds to, and speaks of the eternal things not seen (Gen. 1:1; 2 Cor. 

4:17; Heb. 11:1). These verses speak to more things than meet the eye. Unlike 

transcendentalism, theism sees the created world as created by [the] personal God and 

Creator. Biblical Theism also delivers a personal indictment against man, “man loves 

darkness” because of his personal rebellion against his Creator -- the living God. 

 

What is Theism?  

 

 Theism is usually understood to be any view that holds to a belief in a Supreme 

Being. A theistic worldview and a Biblical worldview are not synonymous. However, 

theism is the starting point for a Biblical worldview. There are variations of theism that 

depart drastically from the essentials of Biblical teachings.  

 

 Biblical theism agrees that God’s nature is beyond the world. He has created the 

world, and He has not removed Himself from His creation (Heb. 1:1-3). Theism holds 

that God is also active within His [the] physical universe. Such an understanding of the 

Creator opens up the possibility of God interceding in the affairs of His creation. This 

involves three things: 

 

(i) God has not left Himself without witness in His universe (Acts 14:115-

18). 

 

(ii) God’s revelation: (God communicates with man with understandable 

language and commands, Gen. 2). 

  

(iii) Miracles: (God interfering with nature or the course of events in human 

history). The Flood, Abraham, Sarah, Joseph, the virgin birth of Christ, 

and the resurrection of Christ, etc., 

 

Theism, however, does contain certain elements that we must understand before a 

Biblical worldview can be placed into proper perspective. There is the threefold vision 

that fills the specific teachings of a Biblical worldview; namely: God, Humanity, and 

Nature. 
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The Living God 

 

 Transcendentalism views the term God as a reference to, or an impersonal life-

force, of all reality. Theism sees God as a personal being who is separated from the 

natural world. Therefore, God exists in a different way than does the creation. He created 

everything. God differs from His creation not in degree, but in kind. God is uncreated, 

self-sufficient, and independent from His creation. Creation is subject to decay, and is 

dependent on its Creator.  Naturalism and liberal-humanism, see no God.  

 

 Because Theism is built squarely upon belief in God’s existence, can this belief be 

proven? Proof may not be an appropriate term to describe the evidence for the existence 

of God. The idea of “proving” that something exists refers categorically to the realm of 

Science that is limited to the physical world. The Bible does not prove the existence of 

God; the Bible emphatically, declares the existence of God (Gen. 1:1; Psalm 19:1-6; John 

1:1-3). 

 

 The essential nature of God is not physical. God is beyond the natural, physical 

world—and the natural universe provides clues to God’s existence. The Bible holds that 

this physical--world was created by the living God, and because of His creation; He is 

final reality!  

 

 Christianity, points to the evidence within the physical world as proof for God’s 

existence. There is in creation: order, beauty, the human conscience --to know right and 

wrong, morals, miracles, and man’s incurable need to worship – a Supreme Being  

 

 The scientific search for the presence of God, in the physical universe is like 

searching for the artist in the canvas of a painting. All that can be found is evidence of 

the artist’s handiwork. In the same way, by searching the physical realm we would  

expect to find evidence of God’s handiwork in creation (Psalm 19:1-6). Let’s summarize 

three of the arguments for God’s existence: 

  

(i) The cosmological argument. 

  

(ii) The teleological argument. 

  

(iii) The moral argument. 

 

The Cosmological Argument 

 

 The cosmological argument points to the existence of the cosmos as evidence of 

God’s existence. This argument has been a part of: Jewish, Greek, and Christian thought-

forms. It is also found in the works of Plato and Aristotle. During the 12th century, 

Thomas Aquinas used this classical argument as one of his defenses for the existence of 

God.  
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The cosmological argument generally takes two forms: The first is to claim that 

something outside the universe is required to explain its existence. The actual evidence 

within the present form of the material universe points to a definite starting point – in the 

universe. Theism identifies the first cause as God. The second form, focuses on the 

necessary existence of God. It is said things that exist are contingent, that is, dependent 

on something else for their existence. Because the universe is made up of dependent 

things, it is reasonable to assume the universe itself does depend, or (is contingent) on 

something else for its existence. This or [That] “Something else” is the living God!  

  

The Teleological Argument 

 

The design of the universe:  A second argument for the existence of God is the 

teleological argument. This argument looks beyond the mere existence of the cosmos and 

extends the scope of inquiry to the apparent design within the creation. If this is not the 

strongest argument for design, it is certainly the most popular approach to demonstrate 

the existence of God. When we see evidence of intelligent design within the world (i.e., 

an automobile, a watch, a building, etc.), we naturally assume that an intelligent designer 

was responsible for constructing the object.  

 

The teleological argument claims that the universe also shows evidence of an 

intelligent Designer. There is human design, and human design is different from all other 

design in creation. There is also design in the natural realm. The laws of nature 

discovered by science are regular and irrevocable. Without these laws the created 

“order” would be chaos and science would be impossible. Christianity claims a created 

order, and that created order has given science its grid. 

 

There is also the area of evident design within the organic realm. The intricate 

and purposeful functions of plant and animal life sustain the biological cycle. Processes 

such as photosynthesis, digestion, reproduction, and thinking, are more complex than 

anything mankind has produced, or could produce. 

 

There is another area of evident design. It is the “balance of nature.” In this 

balance we have both nourishment and growth. This design, points to a Creator who 

created with intelligent design. The Almighty asked, Job this question; “Where were you 

when I laid the foundation of the earth?” (Job 38:4). This question should be asked of 

every atheist, every unbeliever, and all Biblical critics.   

 

The Moral Argument 

 

 A third argument for the existence of God is the moral argument. This argument 

sees the reality of man’s moral nature as evidence for a “moral Lawgiver.” This argument 

focuses on the pervasive sense of right and wrong that is present in humanity. (There is 

within man, the grandeur of; his nobility, and abnormality of his utter cruelty). Man’s 

actions are consistently judged as being “right” or “wrong,” “good” or “bad,” “fair” or 

“unfair.”  
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By what standard are such judgments made? Why do we believe that we are 

answerable to some moral standard for our behavior? Who has imposed this standard on 

us? The Theist believes God has given mankind an obligation to meet up to certain 

behavioral standards that are a reflection of His character.  

 

Morals and morality are an intensely personal matter and thus only a personality 

could have imposed such standards on humankind. But not everyone agrees that human 

morality is a proof for the existence of God. Atheists argue that human morality is the 

natural product of biological and social evolution. The atheist cannot live with any degree 

of consistency with his own conclusions. 

 

The arguments for the existence of God, gives us only scant insights into the 

nature and essence of a Supreme Being; a view that resembles the God who has revealed 

Himself in the Bible. God’s revelation of Himself through nature gives us scant, but 

reliable information about Him. This universe was [is] created with order, form, and 

beauty; yet, the Creator of the universe desires to be a friend of Man. The living God 

relates to man by way of; relationship, and language. 

 

The Importance of Man 

 

 Man is a finite being, and he has to look beyond himself for answers. Man is not 

the product of transcendental emanation, or of naturalistic evolution. Man has been 

brought into existence by an intelligent being—the infinite-personal, God. Man’s 

existence is not by chance, but by the result of a purposeful choice. Therefore, man’s 

existence as a human can be summarized by three major themes:  

 

(i) Dependence 

 

(ii) Dignity.  

 

(iii) Dominion 

 

To claim that man is dependent means; that he is not autonomous from his 

 Creator. Man is not at the center of the universe. Man is not final reality. An intelligent 

choice by God brought the individual man/woman into existence. Man is therefore, 

accountable to his Creator. Man is a created, creature dependent on his Creator. 

 

 To claim that man has dignity is to make a strong assertion about the nature of 

man’s being. Man is not the product of biological naturalism -- evolution. Man shares in 

the nature of God. Man is made in the image of God, the imago Deo. Therefore, man 

reflects the glory of his Maker.  Man is the only creature, a created being, with 

responsibility from his Maker, to obey and to worship, as a direct act of God’s will.  

 

Thus, all human life has dignity, because human life is inseperably linked to the 

living God, and He ascribes worth and value to Man. Our ability to see good, to do good, 

to seek that which is true, and beautiful are profound indicators of God’s imprint in the 
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soul of each man and woman. The dignity of man is further highlighted by his 

immortality. In theism there is only one life, one death, and one judgment. 

 

 Man’s dignity is a paradox of his humanity. Humanity is capable of the greatest 

acts of kindness and selflessness, the greatest discoveries of the universe, the greatest 

thoughts of creativity, and nobility, etc., yet man is capable of great acts of cruelty. 

Consider: Hitler, Stalin, Mao Tse-tung, Pol Pot etc., in the name of atheism, and in the 

name of the religion of Islam, the downing of the Twin Towers in New Your City, etc., 

 

This paradox, this conflict, this cruelty of man is often understood as man’s 

rebellion against his Maker, because of sin, which has resulted in his alienation from 

God. Man fell from his original state and became abnormally cruel and wicked (Gen. 3-

4). The only remedy for man and his sins is the deliverance from sin. And the Creator has 

made provisions for man’s salvation from sin by way of the cross of Christ. 

 

The concept of dominion, for mankind in some small way, is to rule over his 

environment (Gen, 2). With our imagination, we are able to transcend our own existence. 

Man’s dominion over the world is to be as a steward, to take care of it. While naturalism 

says, “There is no god,” and the Transcendentalist would affirm, “I am god,” Christianity 

insists, “there is a living God in the universe.” Only Christianity speaks to, and fits the 

facts for what exists. The existence of the living God, also speaks to the facts of what 

exists. All that exist[s], fits squarely in the Christian’s view of thinking in an, ‘open’ 

system, and never in a ‘closed system.’ The Christian has the answers to what is there! 
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Summary: 

 

Today modern man is fighting against making the Word of god, the standard of his 

thinking, or he---man accepts his own word as the standard of his thinking. The Word of 

God has the implicit claim of infallibility, and when man moves away from the Word of 

God, then, the word of man explicitly, becomes infallible. 

 

Christianity however, is largely responsible for many of the sciences, principles, 

and great institutions that even the secular-humanist, and atheistic believes and cherishes-

--chief among them are, liberty and equality.  

 

Friedrich Nietzsche, the German philosopher, and atheist rejected the whole 

Christian belief system, and he began by proclaiming, “God is dead.”  In his arrogance, 

and in the folly of his pride, he grew even more bolder, he went on to insist that God had 

been murdered by his creatures, he said: “They have got rid of the Christian God. . . The 

most important of more recent event(s)---that ‘god is dead,’ that the belief in the 

Christian God has become unworthy of belief.”  

 

Nietzsche ended up in an insane, mental asylum, and there he continued his 

observations about the death of God from that mental asylum! Nietzsche’s dark shadow 

has cast itself across the United States as well!  

 

Man, in his wickedness seeks to get rid of God by “burying His revealed truth” 

(Rom. 1:18-20). If, and when that burying of God’s truth is accomplished by man, then, 

man assumes the place of God!  

 

Christianity is true, it is true to total reality—the total of what is, beginning with 

the central reality, which is the objective existence of the personal-infinite God. 

Christianity is not just a series of truths, but Truth—Truth about all of reality, and it is 

about holding to that truth intellectually. Christian truth is revealed truth. Truth is a 

Person—Jesus Christ (John 14:6), and this Truth can be known!  

 

Therefore, Christians speak to the strength of the Christian Faith and worldview, 

and Christians do battle on the basis of Truth. Not just religious truth, but truth as final 

reality—centered in that which is revealed in the Bible!.  

                    

 

    

      


