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The Five Universal Sins Of Humanity 
Written by:   Eddie Bhawanie 

   

   “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

  unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which 

  is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. For since 

the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and diving nature, 

have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are  

without excuse. Foe even though they know God, they did not honor Him as God, or give 

thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  

Professing to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible 

God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four footed animals 

and crawling creatures. Therefore, God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to 

impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored among them. For they exchanged the 

truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, 

who is blessed forever. Amen.” 

 

     

     (Romans 1:18-25). 

     [New American Standard Bible].  
 

  

The Book of Romans answers all the basic questions of Man in any age 

about:  Man’s origin, the problem of knowing, the problem of a moral God in an 

evil world, the questions about life’s meaning, significance, his true humanity, 

and salvation from sin, true guilt, and shame. 

 

The Apostle Paul points out, that the wickedness, the unrighteousness, and 

the sinfulness of man provokes the wrath of God; yet, there is never a hint that 

man’s sinfulness destroys the humanity and rationality of Man, as created in the 

image of God. God is not the author of evil, but evil came about as a result of 

God’s creation. In view of evil, and man being a fallen creature living in a fallen 

world; Man can still seek and choose his Creator by virtue of what he sees, and 

understand through God’s creation (Acts 17:27; Romans 1:20-21). 

 

Man is a fallen creature, but he still has intrinsic worth and value. Man is 

not worthless. The Christian Faith, points out that Man has value, and at the same 

time, however, all of Man’s being has been tragically affected by the Historic-

Fall, including both; will, and intellect (Genesis 3:1-13). 
 

Now let us take a close look at some the charges leveled at natural Man. 

Paul give’s an elaborate explanation of Man’s reaction to his general knowledge 

of God-when he rejects that knowledge. The apostle declares with finality, five 

corrupt, behavioral attitudes in man:   

 
 

1. Man suppresses the knowledge—the Truth of God. Man willingly buries, 

represses, suppresses, or blocks out the knowledge of God from his life. Man 

keeps God’s Truth imprisoned in his practice of wickedness, and 

unrighteousness.   
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Paul points out that these people, who had no New Testament, Churches, 

assembly buildings, educated Bible teachers, preachers, schools etc., knew 

something about the revealed knowledge of God, and yet, they buried it in 

their ungodliness!  

 

2. Man refuses to glorify (or worship) God. He refuses to acknowledge God as 

The Holy, Living God. 

 

3. Man has forgotten to be thankful – he is an ingrate, and he is without a 

feeling or expression of gratitude, thanks, or appreciation. Ingratitude is based 

upon a willful unawareness of the most basic facts about God and upon our 

lack of a proper relationship with Him. Ingratitude is a faulty, defective view 

of God; it is refusing to believe Him --as the living God. 

 

“Because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God 

made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible 

attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, 

being understood through what has been made, so that they are without 

excuse.” (Romans 1:19-20).  

 

R. C. Sproul offers the following insightful explanation on these verses:  

 

That which can be known is plain. This knowledge is not hidden or 

concealed, but manifest. It is clear and transparent for anyone to see. Paul 

goes on to say that the reason it is plain is because God shows it to them. Not 

only is the knowledge plainly available, but the knowledge is made clear by 

God Himself.1 

 

4. Man exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form 

of corruptible man: 

 

“Exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of 

corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling 

creatures” (Rom. 1:23).  

 

The foolishness of man is manifested in the exchanging of the glory of 

God—the Creator for idols. The goal of the exchange involved a kind of 

substitution of one human-made image to another. The essence of idolatry is –

man replacing God—the Creator with created human-made images. The change 

results in idolatry—therefore, man worships the images he makes!  

 

                                                 
1 R. C. Sproul, If There’s A God, Why Are There Atheists? (Published by Ligonier Ministries, Orlando; 

Florida, 1997), p. 61. 
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Either God exits and made man in His image, or man came out of the fog 

and made himself a god in his image.  

 

5. Man exchanged the truth of God for a lie: 

 

“For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the 

creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen” (Rom. 1:25).  

 

The apostle Paul goes on the show man’s abandonment of that which is 

divine; namely, man “exchanging the truth of God for a lie.” When man rebels 

and steps out of his primary reference to God, and his proper relationship to God, 

then, everything becomes a lie. When Man doesn’t know who he is, then the truth 

[all truth], is gone! Not only does Man question the existence of God, he 

questions his own existence as well, and everything that flows from the existence 

of God. Therefore, Man ends up, serving “. . . the creature more than the 

Creator” (Romans 1:25b). 

 

The Apostle Paul tells us about the revelation of God in nature. It is called 

general revelation, or natural revelation, because it is available to everyone. 

Natural revelation is distinguished from special revelation – which is the kind of 

revelation we find in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, the Bible, and the 

revelation of the Bible’s meaning to the minds of those who read it with the Holy 

Spirit –inside them.  

 

The second concept we have from Paul in the tenor of the text here is, “the 

knowledge of God.” This is necessary, because we can use the words “know (or) 

knowledge” in different ways –namely: 

 

(1) Awareness is, when we say that we know something, then, we can be 

saying only that we are aware of its existence.   

 

(2) Knowing about something; this is the kind of knowledge a physicist would 

have of physics, or a doctor would of medical facts. To come more to the point, a 

Church member can have knowledge about God, -and still not be saved. 

  

18 But someone will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your 

faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You 

believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 

(James 2:18-19) 

 

(3) Experience. The word know, can also be used to refer to knowledge 

acquired by experience.  
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(4) Personal. The last kind of knowledge is at the highest and most important 

level. It is what is called personal knowledge in the Christian Faith, and 

worldview; the kind of knowledge, or knowing that man is aware of: 

 

(i)   of the living God,  

(ii)  of ourselves, or  

(iii) of another human being,  

(iv) of the revealed knowledge of the universe,  

(v)  of our true (sinful) condition before God, and 

(vi) of man’s behavior when he rejects the knowledge of God.  

 

When the Bible speaks of knowing God in a saving way; this is what it has 

in mind. It involves the knowledge of ourselves in our sin, shame, guilt, and scorn, 

and our knowledge of God in His holiness, love, and grace –and of Christ’s 

redemption to save us through His finished work on the Cross!  

 

This involves the knowledge of what God has done for us in Christ, for our 

salvation, and an actual coming to know and love God through knowing Christ. It 

involves head knowledge, but it also involves heart knowledge. It expresses itself in 

love, piety, worship, obedience, and devotion. It is what Jesus was speaking of when 

He prayed, “This is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3).  

 

This is knowledge based on awareness. But the awareness of God will not 

save someone; it is sufficient to condemn that person. They can follow and seek out 

the true God as revealed in nature and in sacred Scripture; “. . .because God has not 

left Himself without witness” “. . .though He be not far from every one of us. . .”(see 

Acts 14:14-18; Acts 17:24-28).        

 

In chapter two of Romans, Paul states the five principle of God’s judgment: 

“God’s judgment is according to Truth (v. 2). God’s judgment is proportionate to 

human sins (v. 5). God’s judgment is according to righteousness (v. 5). God’s 

judgment is impartial (v. 11), and God’s judgment is according to people’s deeds (vv. 

6-10, 12-15).   

 

14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law 

requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 

They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their 

conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even 

excuse them 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets 

of men by Christ Jesus.  Romans 2:14-16 
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Witnesses for the Prosecution: 

 

1. The Law of nature –this is the law of human nature (Romans 2:14). 

The law of human nature is like [the physical law] in that it comes from 

without and is meant to govern the way things operate or function. There is a 

distinction between the physical realm and the human or moral realm of 

people. In the physical realm an object has no choice, and in the human, or 

moral realm humans do have a choice, and there are laws which are 

universally violated. This is an objective standard of which all men/women 

are aware; it involves knowledge, knowledge of right and wrong.    

 

2. The Conscience – The conscience bears witness (Romans 2:15). 

The conscience is the part of man’s being that tells him that he ought to do the 

right things individually. The conscience approves of man’s deeds or 

condemns him. 

 

3. The Memory – Why is the memory so important? The memory, can and will 

help condemn us, even without an external, judging word from God (Romans 

2:15). Why is man’s memory so important? Because there is something within 

man (his conscience) that can (and will) condemn him, even without an 

external, judging word from God. 

 

The Scripture reveals to us that there are three witnesses accusing man, 

without God’s revealed Law, and these witnesses all agree because,  “God 

created man a self-conscious moral person, and men show by their behavior 

that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts (Romans 2:15a). So 

then, although they do not have the law in their hands, they do have its 

requirements in their hearts, because God has written them there.”1  Men 

know just enough about the God of Creation though, without God’s Law, that 

is sufficient to hold him accountable before God.       

 

  

                                                 
1John Stott, Romans, God’s Good News For The World, (Published by InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove; 

Illinois, 1994), p. 86-87.   
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Summary: 

 

Paul argues, that the moral law which God revealed in Scripture, is the same law 

He has also inlayed in human nature. God has in fact, written His Laws twice:   

 

(i) In the heart and conscience of man (internally). 

  

(ii) Externally. There is a fundamental correspondence between the Law of 

Scripture and the law of human nature. The Creator made His laws to fit 

man, and it is law of man’s being.  

 

 When man disobeys God’s law, he not only rebels against God, but he contradicts 

who he really is; and when he therefore, denies who he is, that denial would affect Man’s: 

‘heart,’ ‘his body,’ and ‘his mind,’ (Romans 1: 24, 26, 28).   

 

It is true, the conscience of Man is not infallible, and it can therefore, be 

influenced both by the Scriptures and by cultures. Nevertheless, good and evil remains, 

and both good and evil are demonstrated in Man’s behavior. This is inescapable!  

 

     

 

 

 

       


