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The Importance of Christian Guidance 
The Christian can trust in the living God for Guidance: 

Written by:   Dr. Eddie Bhawanie, Ph.D. 

 

 The living God is willing and able to guide His people; that is a Biblical fact! The 

Scripture promises, for example:  “He will make straight your paths.”
1
 Again, He tells us, 

“Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”
2
 Yet in 

another place we are told, “Ephaphras . . . is . . . always laboring fervently in prayers that 

you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God.”
3
 

 But how do we discover the will of God? Some Christians claim rather glibly, 

“The Lord told me to do this,” or “The Lord called me to do that,” as if they had a special 

hot line to heaven and were in direct communication with God, (based on Scripture, I 

find this very hard to believe). Others think they get detailed guidance from God through 

the most fanciful interpretations of Scripture passages which kill natural reason, violate 

the tenor of the context, and have no basis in either sound exegesis, or common sense.  

 If Christian men/women are to discern God’s will, then we should begin by 

drawing an important distinction between His general will, and His particular will. The 

“general” will of God is so called because it is His will for all people in general at all 

times, whereas the “particular” will of God is so called because it is His will for 

particular people at particular times. God’s general will for us is that we become 

conformed to the image of His Son, that we offer thanks, that we offer ourselves as living 

sacrifices, and that we abstain from fornication, etc. (See, Romans 8:28-29, 12:1-2; 1 

Thessalonians 4:3-4, 5:18; 1 Peter 2:15). God’s particular will, on the other hand, 

concerns such decisions as the choice of a life work, and a life partner, and the use of our 

time, our money, our vocations, and all our deeds, words, and thoughts!  

 Once this distinction has been made, we are in a position to repeat and answer our 

questions about how we may discover God’s will. God’s particular will, and His specific 

will have been revealed in Scripture. But it is not always easy to discern His will in 

complex, modern, ethical situations. We need to use sound principles of Biblical 

interpretation. This comes by way of diligent Bible study, discernment, meditation, and 

prayer. God’s will for His people is clearly revealed in His Word, and His people can 

know and understand His will!  

 God’s particular will, again, is to be ascertained by studying Scripture. Certainly, 

we shall find in Scripture general principles to guide us in particular choices. One cannot 

deny that some of God’s people down the ages have received very detailed guidance from 

Scripture.    

 Take for example, the question of a man and his marriage. This of course, is 

equally applicable to a woman. Scripture will guide you in general terms. But Scripture 

will not tell you whether your wife is to be Jane, or June, or Joan, or Janet!  

 How then are you to answer this major question?  Namely by using the mind and 

the common sense which God has given to you. Certainly, you will pray for God’s 

guidance. And if you are wise, you will ask the advice of your parents, ministers, pastors, 

sound Bible teachers, and other spiritually mature people who know you well. But you 
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must trust in the living God to guide you through your marital decisions, and all your 

other decisions.  

 There is good Scriptural warrant for the use of the mind in Psalm 32:8-9. These 

two verses need to be read together; they supply a fine example of the balance of the 

Bible. Verse 8 contains a pledge of God’s divine guidance:  “I will instruct you and teach 

you the way you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon you.”
4
 It is, in fact a 

three-fold promise: “I will instruct you, I will teach you, and I will counsel you.”  

But verse 9 immediately adds:  “Be not like a horse or a mule, without 

understanding, which must be curbed with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee.” 

In other words, although God promises to guide us spiritually, we must not expect Him to 

do so in the way in which we guide horses and mules. For we are not horses or mules; we 

are human beings made in His image! It is through the use of our minds and under-

standing, enlightened by Scripture and prayer and the counsel of friends, that God will 

lead us and guide us into the knowledge of His particular, perfect will for us. 

In the Christian faith, emphasis is placed on the importance and the value of the 

human mind. Why? There are two possible reasons:  (i) God created Man in His own 

image, (Genesis 1:26-27);  “God also created the mind of Man,” and (ii) no other religion 

or philosophy places such importance on the human mind.  

In Christianity, redemption from sin, shame and guilt, carries with it the renewal 

of the divine image in man, which was distorted in the Historic Fall (Genesis 3). This 

includes the mind. Paul describes converts from Paganism “ . . . as putting on the new 

nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator.”
5
 “And be 

renewed in the spirit of your mind.”
6
 He goes on to say, “. . .But we have the mind of 

Christ.”
7
 The Christian can think God’s thoughts after Him; “Finally, brethren, 

whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 

whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, . . .think on these things.”
8
 

The living God reveals Himself in words to the mind of man, and man can know 

and understand His revelation.
9
 His revelation is made clear and transparent for anyone 

to see. Therefore, man is accountable. He cannot plead ignorance. 

What is our duty? Our duty is to receive God’s message, to seek to understand it, 

to obey it, to relate to all of it, and to submit to it. The highest and most noble function of 

the human mind is to listen to God’s Word, to do God’s will, to love Him with all our 

heart, our mind, and our soul,
10

 to glorify Him,
11

 and to reflect His image, and His 

character in our lives,
12

 thereby thinking His thoughts after Him.
13
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