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The Problem Of Culture  

Demonstrating The Relevance Of Christianity: 

 
Written by:  Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

 The Bible is a collection of writings rooted deeply in a world that is remote to our 

modern culture. The Bible reflects languages, cultures, worldviews, and thought-forms 

that could be as strange to us as those of rural South America, Africa, the Caribbean 

Islands, or the rural United States. Only as we realize that we are outsiders to the Biblical 

world, can we enter that strange world, and, to some degree, become insiders. 

 

The Bible retains a kind of strangeness for us; for it reveals the personal, infinite-

living God who works in strange and surprising ways that are foreign to our thinking 

especially in our modern culture. The Scriptures, time and again, shatter conventional and 

normal human views of the possible. The Bible brings us to see clearly, the eternal, 

living, God, ‘doing the impossible” as opposed to the powerful allure of other “gods” 

throughout Israel’s history.  

 

Almighty God, asked the nation of Israel through the Prophet Jeremiah, “Behold, 

I am the Lord, the god of all flesh; is anything impossible for Me?” (Jeremiah 32:27). The 

question stands at the beginning of announcing the complete destruction of Jerusalem. 

 

The nation Israel, as a people, encounters the living God who does “impossible 

things” and it began with a strange episode in Genesis 18:1-5. The living God asks 

Abraham, “Is anything too hard (impossible) for the Lord?” (Gen. 18:14). Then we have 

recorded for us the story of Sarah giving birth to Isaac –well past her normal years of 

child bearing. Sarah was 90 years old and Abraham was 100 years, (see Genesis 17-22). 

The focus on Sarah was her barrenness and the focus in Samson’s story was the 

barrenness of his mother as well. Then there is the story of Samson’s birth mentioned in 

(Judges 13:12-24). 

 

In the New Testament we have recorded, the virgin birth of Christ, in Matthew, 

chapter 1, and Luke, chapter 1. Luke recorded these words for us: “For with God nothing 

shall be impossible” (Luke 1:36-37). A second text appears from the Lord Himself in 

Mark 10:27, Jesus said, “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are 

possible with God.”    

 

Many people resist, forthrightly (in their evaluation), the idea that the living God 

works through human history. History is about God’s “. . .eternal purpose which He 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord” (see Ephesians 3:10-11). Secular history focuses 

its attention on kings, queens, presidents, politicians, and generals. The Bible focuses on 

“The Church and its progress.”  The living God unfolds like a great drama upon earth, 

through the culture of man –where the meaning, and end of history is to be found –it is to 

be found in His unfolding plan of redemption—revealed in the Bible!    

 

 “God is light . . .” (I John 1:5). And He sheds His light on man’s darkness, 

depravity, sin, shame, and guilt; and He bestows hope where no hope remains. He indeed 
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has done impossible things, in impossible circumstances, with impossible people. This is 

very strange, abnormal, singular, unique, and controversial, indeed to the human mind.  

  

Entering the strange cultures of the Bible is always a challenging and somewhat 

disorienting experience. Scripture reflects a world that, in many ways, is strange and 

remote to us. Good interpretation of Sacred Scripture therefore, demands that one first 

recognize these distant world cultures and then, seek to enter those strange and distant 

cultures. It demands, in other words, that we become involved, to some degree, in cross-

cultural studies. 

  

Consider, for example, a person moving to any Caribbean Island. The newcomer 

immediately faces, in addition to a strange sounding language, many other puzzling 

things. The tendency will be to look at that culture through the eyes of his/her American 

thinking. Consider, again, a person who has been trained in American Universities and 

business systems, etc; with all that training, the person then obeys the Gospel and 

becomes a Christian. Because of their success in the business world, church leaders 

appoint him to a leadership position in the Church. What do you think this person will 

bring to the table, so as to function in the leadership of the Church? This person, with all 

the worldly training, but without any Biblical training, can only lead the church with a 

business, or cultural mind-set, instead of a Biblical, spiritual mindset. Why? Because 

that’s all he knows --the cultural thinking of the world! What will be the implications, or 

consequences of a business mindset in church leadership –instead of a spiritual one?  

  

Now, with that mindset in the modern church, how can we listen to the Scriptures 

with objectivity? We cannot listen to the things of God when we are occupied with our 

own cultural agenda. The danger is that the Church will end up promoting the culture 

and thinking of the world, instead of promoting the things of God. This will result in 

people, looking and acting like people in the world, instead of demonstrating God’s holy 

character. 

  

The teachings of the Bible disturb our thinking. The Bible goes against our 

normal way of living, and the Bible goes against the grain of normal cultural thinking. 

Christianity is controversial! Christianity is not normal. Christianity is supernatural, and 

extraordinary.   
 

Jesus was controversial in His life and teaching. He went against the “grain” of 

the religious establishment, (and against the lifestyles and settled order and teaching of 

the Jewish, so called, religious leaders) and against some of the religious thinking and 

religious practices of His day (see Matt. 5:9; 5:43-45; 21:23-46; 22:37-40).  

 

Therefore, to follow the Master, the Christian man/woman should not act and 

think in terms of the normal way of living and thinking in the world, but they should live 

and think, and see all of life through the mind of Christ. The Christian should live and 

think with the mind, heart, strength, soul, and Spirit of the risen and living Christ! In the 

redemption, God brings a transformation in “the thinking” of the follower of Christ (see 

Romans 12:1-2).  
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Today, one of the mistakes the Church makes is, it reads Scripture through its 

cultural eyes instead of through the mind of Christ, and, therefore, the Church cannot 

come to, nor understand and apply the objective message of Christ to their lives.  

 

Conclusion: 

 

So, what is one of the works of the Church? One of the works of the Church is: 

Every Christian should demonstrate the relevance of Christianity, both in living and in 

speaking, to a culture that is in decline and is depraved. Christians should not reflect the 

surrounding culture in their lives, but instead, they are to reflect the holy character of God 

in their lives! Christians live with the culture of Christ, and part of that culture involves 

the following: 

 

Christians are called to be different in this world –Christ described His followers 

with these two metaphors, they are,  “Salt” and “Light” (Matthew 5:13-16). Christians are 

called to turn the other cheek (Matt 5:38-42). Christians are called upon to do good to 

those who hate them, love their enemies, and pray for them (Matt. 5:43-48). Christians 

are called upon to do to others what they want others to do to them (Matt. 7:7-12). 


