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The Problem of Evil, Suffering, Sin, and Death in the World – and the Existence of God 

Part I 
Written by:    Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

At the heart of the biblical revelation is the earnest assertion of the stark reality of 

the problem and the presence of evil, suffering, pain, and death. This assertion is not 

exclusive to Christianity alone.  In view of the existence of evil, pain, and suffering, 

many people call into question the very existence of God. “They don’t care about the 

abstract question of whether God exists or not—they refuse to trust or believe in any God 

who allows history and life to proceed as it has.”
1
 

Some unbelievers make spine-chilling invectives, and devastating incitements, 

with cruelty, that human evil, suffering, and injustice disprove the existence of God. Man 

stands before the Almighty and accuses Him of the odious, abhorrent evil, pain, and 

suffering in the world. Man continues to function as judge and jury over God because 

Mankind is blind to his own sin and guilt. Man is guilty, blameworthy, and culpable. Sin 

implies guilt, not just guilty feelings, but real guilt, and guilt wipes out the notion that 

humans can ever function as judge, jury, or both to God at any time. Because of sin and 

guilt, man stands as ‘the accused’ before the Almighty and is in need of mercy.  

 “The existence of evil is by far the most vexing, and bothersome problem that 

Christian apologetics faces, specifically because it is much more that a “mere” 

intellectual concern.”
2
 It is of pivotal significance that the problems of evil and suffering 

must be looked at through the full-orbed problem of sin, vice, suffering, and sorrow.  

 The Bible declares with finality, that evil and suffering exist in this world and that 

evil and suffering are real. Therefore, it is required and incumbent upon the Christian to 

present a straightforward, robust, Biblical, explanation, of the way the living God 

controls and runs the universe, inclusive of the components of sin, suffering and evil.  

Some people state this proposition:  “if God is all-powerful and all-good, why 

does evil exist?”  Well, what is evil? To the unbeliever evil is one dimensional. Meaning, 

it consists of suffering of any sort, as it is wrapped up in human history and experience in 

general. For the Biblical believer, evil can be seen in two dimensions. First, the Bible 

tells us that sin entered human experience by way of the Historic Fall of Adam and Eve 

as recorded in Genesis 3. The account tells us that Man fell from something good to 

something bad. Secondly, evil consists of sin as an offense against God. Then, it also 

embraces suffering, which results, at times, in the deepest of human sorrows.  

 Sin (vice, or offense, or transgression, or trespass) is defined as a willful 

transgression of His Law –Word, (1 John 3:4). Sin implies guilt, (culpability) moral guilt, 

and true moral guilt before the living, loving God wipes out the notion that man can ever 

function as a judge, and point an accusing finger at Almighty God –Who is revealed in 

Scripture. 

History tells us that two classical Christian philosophers, Saint Augustine (A. D. 

354-430; early Christian church father and author) and Saint Thomas Aquinas (A. D. 

1225-1274; Italian Dominican monk and theologian), both wrestled deeply with the 

problem of evil. Dr. R. C. Sproul offers the following comment on the subject of evil:  

                                                 
1
 Timothy Keller, The Reason For God, Belief In An Age Of Skepticism, (Dutton Press, New York, 2008), p. 22.    

2
 Henry Krabbendam, The Epistle Of James, A Commentary, (Printed in Germany, by Satz: Hans-Christian Beese), 

vol. 1, p. 322.   
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 “Classically, evil is defined in terms of the Latin words ‘negatio’ and  

‘privatio.’ That is, the notions of negation and privation are pivotal to the 

definition of evil. Negation refers to the negative ways in which evil is defined. 

When we talk about evil we tend to do it in negative terms. We speak of 

unrighteousness, ungodliness, unethical behavior, irreligious, disobedience and 

even anti-Christ. These prefixes have one thing in common; they involve the 

negation of the positive root of the word. Their meaning depends upon a prior 

understanding of the positive roots themselves. To 

 understand what unrighteousness is, we must first have some idea of what 

righteousness is. To understand what inhuman behavior is, we must first 

understand what human behavior is. . . . Evil is understood against good. Thus 

evil is dependent, contingent, and is derived from our understanding of good. Evil 

is spoken of as a negation of the good. It is dependent upon good for its own 

definition.”
3
   

 

Christian thinkers and apologists frequently seem to display a measure of 

discomfort when discussing the problem of sin, evil, suffering, and death. They 

acknowledge their inability to plumb its depths, and are frequently on the defensive. 

Deep down they do believe that there is a satisfactory Biblical solution and answer to the 

problem of sin, evil and suffering. Christian thinkers, as it appears, do not want to (and or 

cannot) challenge, and engage the opponents and enemies of Christianity –with what the 

Bible offers on this heart-wrenching subject. 

No one, even the best of Biblical thinkers, and apologists, is able to plumb the 

depths of this subject perfectly, nor are they able to offer an exhaustive solution. But is 

there a position of clarity offered in the Bible that man can understand reasonably, as 

opposed to what major religions, cults, atheists, agnostics, deists, and others offer, on the 

subject-matter of sin and evil?      

The Church, and Christian apologists must reorganize themselves, and they must 

be able to speak more forcefully on the subject of sin and evil. We must follow and 

reflect the type of Apologetic practices in Scripture by men like Peter in Acts 2 and Paul 

in Acts 17, who were decisively “on the attack” rather than “on the defensive.” In fact, 

we have in Scripture, the apologists addressing the heart with a view to repentance, 

submission and obedience, even if the non-believers end up rejecting the Biblical solution 

to the problem of evil.   

Dr. Krabbendam continues on the presence of evil: “According to Scripture, evil 

is both pervasive among men and planned by God. It does not leave anything in creation, 

whether animate or inanimate, untouched or unaffected, . . . it is an essential and integral 

part of God’s grand and universal design.”
4
  

Evil is very pervasive among men. It permeates all mankind. This pertains /relates 

to both sin and suffering. The Bible teaches that Man fell in the Garden, and both his will 

and intellect were affected in the Historic Fall (Gen. 3). The Scripture declares, since the 

Fall, that Man is unable to do anything to remedy his problems of sin, guilt, and shame. 

                                                 
3
 Sproul, Reasons To Believe, p. 1-6-127.   

4
 Krabbendam, The Epistle Of James, p. 331. 
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Scripture declares that ‘the heart of man’ is such that it can only produce evil thoughts 

continuously (Gen. 6:5).   

In Romans 3:9-20, we have God’s x-ray of man’s sinful character, conduct, 

deportment, and behavior –here is man, in his open rebellion against God. Here is God’s 

indictment of all of fallen humanity. Most of the passages in the Roman text are quoted 

from the Old Testament.  

There is relative goodness in humanity, a human goodness; but its motive is not 

God’s glory. There is no redemptive element in man’s goodness outside of God’s 

redemption. There is also a moral truth about God in the heart of man (Rom. 2:14-15); 

there is also knowledge about the Almighty, in man, but not a saving knowledge of God. 

Man lives continually in rebellion, and hostility toward God! Man knows something 

about God, and he buries what he knows in his wickedness (Rom. 1:18-20). Therefore, 

man denies his own sinfulness, and his true guilt before the living God. 

 

Continued in Part II 


