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The Problem with Humanism 

 
Written by:   Dr. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

“Humanism is an ancient philosophy that has gone through many 

 stages and changes. It is difficult to define humanism because it 

 is such a broad philosophy and it contains so many different 

 elements.”
1
 

 

 The term Humanism is often confused with another well-known word, 

humanitarian. A Humanitarian is an individual who is kind and helpful to others, treating 

people humanely. There is yet another word in this category, it is humanities. Humanities 

are the studies of literature, art, music, etc.; those things which are the products of human 

creativity. Anyone who cares about people and who does things to help the cause of 

people could be called a humanitarian. 

 

 Humanism has a long history, which could be traced as far back as the ancient 

Greek philosopher called Protagoras (490- 420 B. C.). He developed a concept of 

humanism called homo mensura. It means “Man, the measure.”  At the heart of this 

philosophy is this central thought:  “Man is the measure of all things.”  The Humanist 

holds that, “All faith is centered in Man.” 

  

In the Humanist philosophy we find another word to describe humanism: 

anthropocentric. The meaning of this word is: all things are centered in Man, or Man is 

sovereign; Man is the ultimate authority; and all reality and life are centered in man.  

 

Christianity, on the other hand, is centered in God.  Christianity is Theocentric. It 

is God centered. The living God is the absolute being, and absolute authority. There is an 

inherent tension between Christianity and humanism, concerning their center of focus and 

emphasis. Francis Schaeffer made this pointed observation about these two thought-

forms:   

 

“These two worldviews stand as totals in complete antithesis to each other in 

content and also in their natural results—including sociological and governmental 

results, and specifically including law. . . . They also inevitably produce totally different 

results.”
2
 

  

 The Humanist worldview places  Man at the center of all things. The Theocentric 

worldview centers all things in God—and holds that God is the center, source, and 

foundation of all things. One holds man as the intrinsic controlling force in the center of 

the universe with his principle maladies , and the other holds that the central reality is the 

                                                 
1
R. C. Sproul, Life-views, Understanding The Ideas That Shape Society Today, Published by, Fleming H. 

Revell Company, (Old Tappan, New Jersey, 1986), p, 61.   
2
Francis Schaeffer, A Christian Manifesto, Published by, (Crossway Books, 1981), p. 18.  
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objective existence of the personal, infinite living God. “There is no way to mix these two 

total world views. They are separate entities that cannot be synthesized”
3
  

 

 Modern Humanism is anti-God and anti-Christianity. It is very militant regarding 

Christianity. Modern humanism is a religion. The clearest statements of the tenets of 

modern humanism can be found in three brief documents, each about twelve to twenty 

pages long: A Humanist Manifesto I (1933). Humanist Manifesto II  (1973), and The 

Secular Humanist Declaration (1980).  All three documents affirm key aspects of 

humanism. They affirm that humanism is a religion. 

  

The humanist worldview and movement include many millions of adherents and 

today their views are prevalent   in society, much of the national media, much of the 

entertainment industry, much of what is taught in our school system, and much of the 

laws being produced by the various departments of government. The humanist, beginning 

with himself, with no knowledge except what he himself can discover, has no standard 

but himself. [He thinks that he is sovereign—god; and he worships himself!] 

 

 The goal of the humanist is to become god, and this is only attainable by refusing 

to believe in a personal God, and thus, by describing man as infallible. According to the 

humanist, all things must derive their meaning from man, or from an agency of man, 

hence, the state, and the government.   

 

Rousas J. Rushdoony wisely observed about the humanist:  “In a humanistic 

world, because it is not undergirded by God’s total meaning, either meaninglessness or 

man’s total meaning will govern.”
4
  The humanist, in his autonomy, centered in himself, 

as the French existentialist Jean Paul Sartre born 1905, plainly states, as the goal of man 

becoming god:  “Man fundamentally has the desire to be God.”
5
  A true God must have 

all knowledge, and Man does not have all knowledge. Man is limited to think one thought 

at a time. How can men, each seeking to be god, tolerate one another? Man has to attack, 

assault, and wipe out all evidence of God and put himself in place of God. 

  

 William Earnest Henley, an early humanist, who had been crippled since his 

childhood (in Gloucester, England), wrote his master-of-my-fate-captain-of-my soul 

philosophy in his own words; he wrote in Invictus. 

 

  Out of the night that covers me, 

  Black as the Pit from pole to pole, 

  I thank whatever gods may be 

  For my unconquerable soul. 

 

  In the fell clutch of circumstance  

  I have not winched nor cried aloud. 

                                                 
3
Schaeffer, pg. 21.   

4
Rousas John Rushdoony, Systematic Theology, 2 volumes, Published by,  (Ross House Books; 

Vallecito, California, 1994), volm.,1, p. 21.  
5
Sartre as quoted by Rushdoony, p. 5.  
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  Under the bulgeonings of chance 

  My head is bloody, but unbowed. 

 

  Beyond this place of wrath and tears 

  Looms but the Horror of the shade. 

  And yet the menace of the years 

  Finds, and shall find, me unafraid. 

 

  It matters not how strait the gate, 

     How changed with punishments the scroll, 

  I am the master of my fate; 

  I am the captain of my soul.  

 

 Earnest Henley, was echoed in the words made famous by Frank Sinatra, in his “I 

Did It My Way” song. This thought is captured in Robert Bellah’s book, Habits of the 

Heart, in the phrase: “ontological individualism,” by which he means the belief that the 

individual is the only source of meaning.  

 

 Karl Marx (1818-1883), the German philosopher and political economist, and 

founder of world Communism, expressed in The Communist Manifesto (1848), his ideas 

articulated in his humanist philosophy, the need for man to make materialism and the 

state—god. This worldview is held by many modern governments today.  

 

The German philosopher, and poet, and someone who hated the Christian 

worldview, Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche (1844-1900) was the first modern philosopher 

who said that God is dead.  Francis Schaeffer observed, about Nietzsche, and all other 

humanists,  “all content about God is dead, and all assurance of a personal God is dead. . 

.. he understood that insanity was the only philosophic answer if the infinite-personal 

God does not exist. . . . Nietzsche knew the tension and despair of modern man. With no 

personal God, all is dead.”
6
  Nietzsche, before he died, went insane in the logical 

conclusion of his worldview—with no personal God.           

 

 The Vienna psychiatrist Sigmund Freud (1856-1939), uttered his humanist 

philosophy in his book, The Future Of An Illusion, that religion is merely the projection 

of a wish. Actually, he says, there is nothing  “out there,” meaning that there is no God. 

Freud, in his despair, argues that man wishes God into existence.  

 

Summary: 

 

We must remember that humanism is a total worldview. It’s a religion. It holds to an 

atheistic, evolutionary, materialistic concept of final reality. The humanist concept of 

final reality can never be mixed with the Christian worldview. The battle between the 

Christian worldview and the humanist worldview is being fought, and will continue to be 

fought in the arena of education. 

 

                                                 
6
Schaeffer, How Should We Then Live?  The Rise And Decline Of modern Culture, pg. 179-180.  
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 The first creed, of humanism was not from the Greek philosopher, Protagoras who 

wrote, homo mensura. The first humanist creed is recorded in the Bible; it was declared 

by the serpent—Satan, in Genesis 3, to encourage Adam and Eve, to live with autonomy 

away from their Creator. The devils creed was “you shall be like Gods” (Genesis 3:5), 

[NIV].  

   

 There is, thus, no defense against humanism and its tyranny apart from the 

infallible Word of God, and an unwavering Biblical stand in terms of the sovereign and 

total decree of The Triune God of Scripture.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

       


