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The Proper Rendering Of The Name Of God—Adonai: 
Written by:   D. Eddie Bhawanie 

 

 

“In the year King Uzziah died, I saw The Lord seated upon a throne, 

 high and lifted up, and the train [of His robe] filled the temple. 

Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings; with two he 

covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he 

flew. And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is 

The LORD of host, the whole earth is full of His glory.””
1
 

 

              

 In many respects the conditions that characterized Israel and Judah in the eighth 

century B. C., were similar to those which characterize our own society in the twenty-first 

century. In their prosperity, Israel and Judah forgot God and fell into idolatry, corruption, 

moral decline, and decay.  

 

Under the leadership of Jeroboam II (782-753 B. C.) Israel’s borders had been 

largely restored, and the period was characterized by prosperity unknown there since the 

days of King Solomon. However, in the South, Judah had the capable and skillful King 

Uzziah (767-740 B. C.), who in large measure restored the country’s boarders, and they 

reached the apex, the height of prosperity not enjoyed since Solomon’s days. In both 

nations, the affluence brought ills that so often accompany wealth. Both Israel, and Judah 

forgot the living God, and ascribed their wealth and prosperity to the idols to which they 

were worshipping. 

 

Isaiah, chapter 6, falls into three divisions:   

 

(i) Isaiah’s vision of The Living God (vv. 1-5).  

(ii) The prophet’s consecration (set apart as sacred) to his mission (vv. 6-7).  

(iii) His commission, (to carry out a particular task) from The Living God (vv. 

8-13).    

 

 The Prophet Isaiah began his ministry, and work of prophecy under the direction 

of the Holy Spirit in the year that King Uzziah died (Isaiah 6:1). Isaiah’s date for this 

event is listed as 748-734 B. C. Isaiah’s public ministry came throughout the reigns of 

three kings of Judah:  Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (Isaiah 1:1). It was in the crucial year 

of King Uzziah’s death that The Living God revealed Himself in a vision to Isaiah.    

 

  

                                                 
1
Isaiah 6:1-3. [Emphasis Added].  
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 King Uzziah is dead, and Isaiah enters the temple of God, and he sees another 

King, The living King, The Ultimate King, The One who sits forever on the throne not 

only in Judah but over the whole earth –He is the Living, Eternal, Lord-God. The prophet 

states: 

“I saw the LORD sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up;  

and His train filled the temple.”
2
 

 

How is The Name “Adonai” – “Lord, LORD” used in the Old Testament? The 

following quote is adopted from R. C. Sproul, with some modifications:  

  

“Notice how in Isaiah 6:1 and 3 the word Lord is printed. It begins with a capital 

letter and then is finished with lower case letters. This stands in contrast with the word 

LORD that occurs later in the text and frequently in Scripture. This is not an error in 

printing or a mere inconsistency on the part of the translator. Most English translations 

of the Bible follow this device of rendering the word Lord sometimes in lowercase letters 

and other times in uppercase letters. The reason for this difference is that two different 

Hebrew words are used in the original text, but both are rendered in English as the word 

Lord.  
  

“When the word Lord occurs (in lower case letters), the translator is indicating to 

us that the word Adonai is found there in the Hebrew Bible. Adonai means “sovereign 

one.” It is not the name of God. It is a title for God, indeed the supreme title given to God 

in the Old Testament. When LORD appears in all capital letters it indicates that the word 

Yahweh is used there in the Old Testament. Yahweh is a sacred name for God, the name 

God used when He revealed Himself to Moses within the burning bush. This is the 

unspeakable name, the ineffable name, the holy name that is guarded from profanity in 

the life of Israel. Normally it occurs only with the use of its four consonants—yhwh. It is, 

therefore, referred to as the sacred “Tetragrammation.”  

 

The Tetragrammatnoion is the four Hebrew letters usually transliterated as 

YHWH (Yahwey) or JAVH (Jehovah) and used as a symbol or substitute for the ineffable 

name of God. Ineffable means:  

 

(i) Beyond expression, indescribable or unspeakable.  

(ii) Not to be uttered: the ineffable name of the Deity.  

  

We see, for example, this contrast in words found in the Psalms. Psalm 8:1 and 9 

reads, “O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is Thy name in all the earth.”  What the Jew 

(the author of part of the Psalms) was saying here was, “O Yahweh, our Adonai, how 

excellent is thy name in all the earth.” Or we could render it, “O God, our Sovereign 

one, how excellent . . . .”  Again we read in Psalm 110:1:  “The LORD said unto my 

Lord, Sit thou at my right hand.”  Here the Psalmist is saying, “God said to my 

Sovereign, sit thou at My right hand.”  

  

                                                 
2
American Standard Translation.  



 

Copyright © 2014 Research Center for Apologetics, International. All Rights Reserved. 

P
ag

e3
 

“LORD is the name of God; Lord is His title. For example, we speak of President 

Obama, (Obama is his name; President is his title). If the highest office in our land is the 

office of president, so the highest office in Israel, was the office of Sovereign. The title 

Adonai was reserved for God. It was the title that was given to Jesus in the New 

Testament. When Christ is called “LORD,” He is invested with the New Testament 

equivalent of the Old Testament Adonai. Jesus is called The Lord of Lords, and The King 

of kings, gaining a title that beforehand was reserved only for God, the Supreme 

Sovereign of heaven and earth. 

  

“When Isaiah came to the temple, there was a crisis of sovereignty in the land. 

Uzziah was dead. The eyes of Isaiah were opened to see The Real King of the nation. He 

saw God seated on the throne, the Sovereign One.”
3
    

 

The period was dark and bleak in Judah’s history, and The Living, Sovereign, 

Lord allows a ray of light to break through the coming storm clouds; God is coming in 

judgment, because of Israel’s sin, disobedience, and rebellion against God. The 

Scriptures recorded that He came in judgment, and He saved a remnant for His ordained 

purpose. 

 

This vision of the glory of God, seen by Isaiah the prophet, is picked up by the 

Apostle John, in his Gospel which bears his name in the New Testament.
4
 Here the 

apostle points out, that the glory which the prophet saw, is said to be his seeing the glory 

of the Incarnate, risen, living, Lord Jesus Christ!  

    

 In the Old Testament book of Exodus 3 we have the revelation of The Living God 

to Moses.
5
 God revealed Himself to Moses, by two Names by which He will be known 

by: 

 

(i) “I AM THAT I AM” –This explains His name, Jehovah, and signifies, that 

God is Self-existent. God has His Being in Himself and has no dependence 

upon any other in the universe. His existence is not contingent on anything in 

the universe. The living God, Being Self-Existent, He is also Self-Sufficient, 

and therefore, All-Sufficient and Inexhaustible. God is Eternal and Immutable 

and therefore, Unchanging in His nature.  

 

(ii)  “I AM THAT I AM,” This is a Name that denotes what God is to His people. 

Moses said to the people of Israel:   

 

“The Lord God of your fathers, hath sent me unto you;  

God made Himself known unto Moses” (Exodus 3:15-16).  

 

                                                 
3
R. C. Sproul, The Holiness Of God, Published by, Tyndale House Publishers, (Wheaton; Illinois), 

1985, pp. 33-34. [Emphasis Added].  
4
John 12:41.  

5
Exodus 3:14-16.  
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God revealed His name to Moses, and He will have this Name to be His Name 

forever, by which all worshippers will know Him, and distinguish Him from all false 

gods, in the book of I Kings.
6
  

 

 

Conclusion 

 

The following quote, is taken from the article: The Claims Of Christ, posted on 

the Website:  317Ministries.net: 

 

 “In the New Testament, the Gospel of John, the Lord Jesus used the “I AM” 

statement without qualifying it with a predicate. But it is not easy to escape the statement 

when Jesus said to the Jews:  “Truly, Truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I AM” 

(8:58). A claim to have been in existence before Abraham must be either deluded or a 

statement that the Speaker was sovereign over time. This statement was devastating to the 

Jews and the leadership. The statement floored them coming from a human being.  

 

 “Jesus used the “I AM” statement three times in the context in the absolute sense. 

In no one of the passages does the third personal pronoun, He, follow the “I AM” in the 

Greek text. “Except you believe that I AM . . .” (John 8:24). “When you have lifted up the 

Son of Man, you will know I AM . . .” (John 8:28). “Before Abraham was, I AM” (8:58). 

“I AM” is an assertion of absolute timeless existence, not merely of a personal identity as 

the English equivalent—equal in substance, would suggest.  

 

 “Christ was forthright in absolute truth-fullness in His statement with precise 

grammatical construction. He made a claim to exist some two thousand years (2,000), 

earlier than Abraham. Before “Abraham was” and the “I AM” signifies a point in time 

when HE was born into the world. The claim “I AM” denotes eternal existence, or 

always existing. He did not say, before Abraham was “I was.” Had He said that, then, it 

would suggest that He—Christ—had a beginning, even though, before Abraham. Since 

He had no beginning, His “I AM,” statement, emphasizes His eternity.  

 

 “The “I AM” statement was the Self-Revelation statement of Jehovah God spoken 

to Moses in Exodus 3:14-15. The statement connects the nature of Jesus with the infinite-

personal, living God. In making this statement, Christ claimed equal identity with the 

living God “I and the Father are one,” “. . .He who has seen Me, has seen The Father, . . 

.”  (John 10:30; 14:6).
7
  

 

   

 

 

  

                                                 
6
I Kings 18:36.  

7
 Eddie Bhawanie, article on, The Claims of Christ, (Unpublished work). 317Ministries.net, is a 

Division of: [Research Center for Apologetics, International], 2006, p. 5. 


