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The Question of the Existence of God 
 

Written by:   D. Eddie Bhawanie 

 
The Proposition:  

Does God Exist? 

 

 The infinite-personal, living God speaks in the areas of; Morals, Metaphysics, and 

Epistemology, and He speaks loudly. We should understand first of all these three basic 

areas of philosophic thought as [for] what they have always been. 

 

 The first of them is in the area of morals -- that of man and the dilemma of man. 

Man is personal and yet finite, and so he is not a sufficient integration point for himself. 

The French philosopher and existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre, said: “That no finite point has 

any meaning unless it has an infinite reference point.” Man is intrinsically different from 

non-man, (animals, plants, and machines). Man is personal in contrast to that which is 

impersonal.  

 

 Another question in the dilemma of man is man’s nobility. The Bible teaches that 

man is not a nothing and he is not a zero. Man is not only noble, but he is also cruel! The 

second dilemma is the contrast between man’s nobility and man’s cruelty.  

 

 The second area of philosophical thought is that of metaphysics,1 of “being.” 

This is the area of what is—the problem of existence. This includes the existence of man.  

Again we quote from the French-man, Jean-Paul Sartre: “That the basic philosophic 

question is that something is there rather than nothing is there.” Nothing that is worth 

calling a philosophy can sidestep the question of the fact that things do exist and that they 

exist in their present form and complexity. This is what we define, then, as the problem 

of metaphysics, the existence of being.  

 

 The third area of study is that of epistemology2 –the problem of knowing. Two 

general observations: the first observation is philosophy and religion, and these two deal 

with the same basic questions. 

 

Christians, and especially Evangelical Christians, have tended to forget this. 

Philosophy and religion do not deal with different questions, though they give different 

answers and in different terms. The basic questions of both philosophy and religion (and I 

mean religion here in the wide sense, including Christianity) are questions of being: that 

is, what exists; man and his dilemma—that is, and of how man knows.  

 

The second general observation concerns the two meanings of the word 

“philosophy,” which must be kept absolutely separate if we are to avoid confusion. The 

first meaning is discipline, an academic subject. That is, that we usually think of a 

                                                 
1Metephysics: That branch of philosophy that deals with first principles and seeks to explain the 

nature of being, and of the origin, and structure of the world.    
2Epistomology: The study or, theory of the origin, nature, methods, and limits of knowledge.   
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philosophy; a highly technical study that few people pursue. In this sense, few people are 

philosophers. For philosophy also means a man’s worldview. In this sense, all men are 

philosophers, for all men have a worldview. This is just as true of the man digging a ditch 

as it is of the philosopher in the university.  

 

 There are two classes of answers given to the questions of God’s existence: 

 

(1) The first class of answer is that there is no logical, rational answer. This 

solution proposed is that there is no logical, rational answer—then all is 

finally chaotic, irrational, and absurd. (This is the philosophy of [man is at the 

center of all things –Sola Humana] and this is the worldview, the thought-

form of many people today). 

    

(2) The second class of answer is, there is an answer that can be rationally and 

logically considered; which can be communicated to oneself in one’s thought 

world and communicated with others externally.  

 

Logically, and intellectually, there are only three possible basic answers to 

consider in the areas of being and of existence. 

 

 The following four arguments for the Existence of God were adopted from 

Schaeffer’s work, He is there and He is not Silent, and was modified by the writer of this 

article:  

 

 Argument 1. The first basic answer is that everything that exists has come out of 

absolutely nothing. To hold this view, it must be absolutely nothing. It must be called – 

nothing-nothing. It cannot be nothing—something, or something—nothing; it must be 

nothing-nothing; which means there must be no energy, no mass, no matter, no motion, 

and no personality. (Where does no—thing live?) You cannot and must not allow any 

body to say he is giving an answer beginning with nothing and then really begin with 

something: energy, mass, motion, or personality. That would be something, and 

something is not—nothing. 

 

 Argument 2. The second possible answer is in the area of existence; that is, all 

that now is had an impersonal beginning. This impersonality may be mass, energy, or 

motion, but they are all personal, and equally impersonal. Energy is just as impersonal as 

mass, or motion. 

  

 The great problem with beginning with the impersonal is to find any meaning for 

the particulars. (Particulars include a drop of water, and so is man). If we begin with the 

impersonal, then how do you explain any of the particulars that now exist—including 

man having any meaning and significance? In Greek pagan thought, the Greeks (Plato 

and Aristotle) had difficulty explaining particulars. Plato advanced universals and 

Aristotle advanced particulars—looking for meaning and significance.  No person has 

given us an answer to that. In all the history of philosophical thought, whether from the 

East of the West, no one has given us an answer.           
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 Argument 3. The third possible answer is, to begin with a personal beginning. 

Christians are the ones who have the answers at this point—a titanic answer. The 

personal beginning—is our answer. This is our answer, and with this we have the solution 

not only to the problem of existence—but also for man being different, with personality, 

nobility, cruelty, abnormality, and language which distinguishes him from non-man – 

animals, plants, machine, etc. 

  

 To have an adequate answer of a personal beginning, we need two things. The 

first choice is -- a personal-infinite, living God (or, an infinite-personal God) and we 

need a personal unity and diversity in God. Only [a] personal-infinite God is big enough 

to give us a point of reference, (or a reference point). Plato understood that you have to 

have absolutes or, nothing has meaning. (But the difficulty facing Plato, was the fact that 

his gods [the most famous of whom was Zeus], he was not big enough to meet the need. 

Plato, and the Greeks, and the Romans knew nothing of monotheism – the worship of the 

One true-living God.  

 

The Greeks gods were finite and silent. The Greeks gods were limited and were 

not big enough – to be a point of reference, or a place of residence for his absolutes to 

rest his fate or faith. (Among the things Plato dealt with, are:  philosophy, and 

metaphysics—about general concepts and absolute being). This is the main reason why 

we need a personal-infinite God. This is first.  

 

 The second choice is – we need personal unity and diversity in God—not just an 

abstract concept of unity and diversity, because we have seen we need a personal God.  

We need personal unity and diversity. With this we have no answers. What we are 

talking about is the philosophic necessity, in the area of being and existence, of the fact 

that God is there in the universe. That is what it is all about. He the living God is there at 

home in the universe! 

 

 There is another significant answer to existence, to being, then the one I have 

outlined. There is only one philosophy, one religion that fills this need in all the worlds 

thought, whether the East, the West, the ancient, the modern, the new, the old. Only one 

fills the philosophical need of existence, of being –and it is the Judeo-Christian God –not 

just an abstract concept, but rather this God really exists. He is there at home in the 

universe, and He is not silent! There is no other answer. Therefore, Christians ought to be 

ashamed of having been defensive for so long. It is not a time to be defensive. There is 

no other answer!       

 

 Let us notice that no word is as meaningless as is the word “god.” Of itself it 

means nothing. Like any other word, it is only a linguistic symbol –g-o-d- until content is 

put into it. This is especially so for the word “god” because no other word has been used 

to convey such absolutely opposite meaning.  

 

Question:  What was the Jewish concept of God when Christ came into the world?   
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Question:  What do Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, etc., mean when they use the word  

       [God]? 

 

Question:  What does the modern man, the modern Church person mean, when he/she  

       uses the word God, or the name God? 

  

 There is yet a fourth argument for the existence of God, may we consider this 

fourth answer: 

 

 Argument 4.  A fourth answer is the Trinity as taught in the Bible – as the early 

church had this answer –to the human dilemma of human existence which no one else 

had. The Trinity is not the best answer to existence, but the ONLY answer. Nobody else, 

no philosophy, no religion, has ever given us an [the] answer for unity and diversity. 

Every philosophy has this problem and no philosophy has an answer. Christianity does 

have an answer in the existence of the Trinity. The only answer to what exists, is that He, 

the triune God, is there in the universe. So, the basic concept of existence, of being, is 

the Christian answer or nothing. 
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Summary: 

 

The personal-infinite, living God created the world and all things therein. He is 

there, and He is not silent. He has spoken, and He has spoken loudly. He has revealed 

Himself in the sacred-text of Scripture, in creation, and in the unfolding revelation of 

Christ. There is strong evidence for the existence of God as declared in the Bible.  

  

Matthew 5: 45, “God sends His rain on the just and on the unjust . . .”  

Acts 14: 14-18, “. . .the Living God, and He left not Himself without witness . . .” 

Acts 17: 16-32, (vv. 24 and 26, He made the world . . .” 

(Look at John 5:22 and Acts 17:23 – the essence of paganism is they do not know  

God).    

  

1. It is a Personal Creator or, nothing else. 

 

2. But if this is true, man is morally guilty and there is an abnormality and 

cruelty in man. He has true moral guilt—not just guilty feelings, and needs a 

solution for his guilt. 

 

3. It is here that the substitutionary, propitiatory death of Christ is needed and 

fits in. And His death must be substitutionary, or else the whole thing has no 

meaning. We need a solution for our true moral guilt before the absolute good 

God who is there. That is our need. 

  

4. Modern men are seeking to find answers just in the word “God” and in god-

words. But the answer is not in the use of the word but in its Content – what 

God has told us concerning Himself as being the infinite-personal Lord and 

the true Trinity. 

 

5. In the area of morals, we have none of these answers except on the basis of a 

true, space-time, Historical Fall recorded in Genesis 3. Man turned from his 

proper integration point by choice, and in so doing, there was a moral 

discontinuity – man became abnormal. Remove that, and the Christian 

answer in the area of morals is gone. 

 

 

6. Christians cannot play games with the Genesis record. If you remove the true, 

historic, space-time fall, the final answers are finished. Biblical Christianity 

stands firmly on the Genesis record of the Historic Fall, and the history of the 

human race flows from it—man’s morals, his worth, value, his dilemma, etc.  

 


