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The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is One of the  

Most Confirmed Events in Recorded History 
 

“Moreover, brethren I declare unto you the Gospel which I preached  

unto you, which also you have received and wherein you stand. . . . 

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how  

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that He 

was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the  

Scriptures”  

 

“But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen.  

And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith  

is vain. . . .And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain, ye are yet  

in your sins.” (I Corinthians 15: 1-4; 13-17). [KJV]. 

 

“And declared to be the Son of God with power, . . . by the resurrection  

from the dead” (Romans 1:4). [KJV]. 

 

 

 If Christ is not raised, Paul wrote, “then our preaching is in vain and so is your 

faith.”  The Apostle Paul insisted that the resurrection of Christ from the dead is the 

center of the Christian Faith, the mystery without which there would be no Church, no 

forgiveness of sin, no eternal life, no living Christ to encounter in the Lord’s Supper –

unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine. The resurrection of Christ from the dead is the 

most radical of Christian doctrines. The virgin birth of Christ and the resurrection of 

Christ find no parallel in other religions of the world.  

  

The persistent claim that God raised Christ from the dead (in the Christian Faith), 

is made of no other historical figure. The claim of the resurrection demonstrates the 

uniqueness of Christianity.  

 

 From the very inception of the Christian Faith, the resurrection of Christ was met 

by doubt and disbelief. To the Jews, the resurrection was blasphemous. To the cultured 

Greeks, the very idea of a resurrected body was repugnant. To the Romans, it was an 

insult. But in spite of the hard, indisputable, historical, evidence the doubt and disbelief 

continue on until this day! 

  

If the resurrection of Christ is be believed, as it is recorded in the New Testament, 

then, this record cannot be believed without the flame of the Christ Faith which was lit by 

the resurrection! The power of the Holy Spirit fired a motley band of cowardly, fearful 

disciples to proclaim the Risen Christ throughout the Greco-Roman world. Almost all of 

them died for their faith. Christianity must be true. Who would die for Jesus if 

Christianity were based on myths, and fables, and lies? 

  

 Today, as before, Christ lives in controversy. The questioning could not be more 

basic, or more relevant to believers and professional critics alike. Was there a Jesus in 

history? What can we know about the real Christ? Can the historical Christ be separated 

from the Risen Christ of the Christian Faith? Does Christianity owe its origins to the 

Resurrection of Christ? What do Christians mean when they claim that Christ rose from 
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the dead and ascended into heaven? Must a Christian believe in Jesus’ bodily 

resurrection? 

  

Did Jesus rise from the dead? Christians hold the resurrection of Christ from the 

dead to be historically true. In the Christian Faith, to be a born again, (to become a  

Christian) is to believe in the historical fact of the resurrection of Christ as declared in 

Scripture; this is fundamental to the Christian; it is also foundational! 

 

In the book of The Acts of the Apostles the early Christian community adopted a 

new way of thinking and living –which was unthinkable to the world –they lived with, 

and functioned from the resurrection of Christ. They had a resurrected-centered view of 

reality.  The resurrected-centered way of thinking in the lives of the early Christians 

sprang up full-blown immediately after the death of Jesus. 

  

The subsequent history of the Church gets even more difficult to account for; how 

could a group of first-century Jews have come to worship a human being as divine? At 

first, the Jews put up a fierce resistance, but what enormous event broke through all of 

that Jewish resistance? What other historical answer is there other than the resurrection of 

Christ?  

       

     Some historical facts for the resurrection: 

 

(1)    Jesus died by Roman crucifixion under Pilate. 

 

(2)    Christ was buried in a sealed tomb. 

 

(3)    At the death of Jesus, the disciples were in despair and they lost all hope. 

 

(4)    Jesus was buried in a tomb that was discovered to be empty a few days later. 

 

(5)   A visit by some of the disciples to the empty tomb led them to believe in the    

  resurrection. 

 

(6)   The disciples were transformed from being cowards to making bold 

        proclamations concerning the facts of  His death and resurrection. 

 

(7)   The resurrection message was the center of the early Church’s preaching and 

        teaching. 

 

(8)   The message was proclaimed in Jerusalem, where Jesus had died just days 

        before. 

 

(9)   The Jewish leadership was enraged at the message of the resurrection and   

        sought to put a stop to it by flogging, jailing, and killing the disciples. 
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(10) Because of the message of the resurrection the Church was born, and it  

           multiplied almost without number. 

  

(11)  Both James, the brother of Jesus, “doubting Thomas,” and Saul, who later   

             became Paul, heard the message of the resurrection and were converted.  

 

Additional Historical facts Corroborate the Eyewitness Testimony of the 

 Resurrection: 

 

(i) The eyewitness to the grave clothes  

(ii) The eyewitness to the empty tomb. 

(iii) The eyewitness to the Jewish leadership watching and listening to the 

resurrection message proclaimed by the disciples (they could not stop it, 

even though they had the power and the motivation to do so). 

(iv) The transformation of the disciples and their bold proclamation of the 

resurrection message. 

(v) The resurrection was the center of apostolic preaching. 

(vi) The existence of the Church for 2,000 years.  

(vii) The worship on Sunday (not on the Sabbath Day --Saturday) demands 

historical consideration as well. 

(viii) Christ’s appearances to over five-hundred disciples (followers), mentioned 

in  (I Corinthians 15:1-10). 

 

 The Apostles of Jesus died on the basis of two things: 

 

(i) The resurrection of Jesus. 

 

(ii) Their belief on Christ as The Son of God. 

 

Reliable history shows the apostles were tortured, flogged and put to death: 

 

Peter was crucified. 

Andrew was crucified. 

Matthew was killed by a sword. 

John died a natural death on the Isle of Patmos. 

James the son of Alphaus was crucified. 

Philip was crucified. 

Simon was crucified. 

Thaddacus was killed by arrows. 

James, the brother of Jesus was stoned. 

Bartholomew was crucified. 

James was killed by the sword. 

Thomas was boiled in oil. 

Paul was beheaded in Rome. 
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Summary: 

 

One would find it very hard to explain, why would the apostles, the disciples, the 

followers, and the early Christians, give up home, family, wealth, prestige, and their very 

lives, in order to belong to a hated sect that wore the name of a despised martyr –Jesus 

Christ? Why pay such a high price? Because Christ is the divine Son of God, and His 

resurrection is in fact –historically, true! 

   


