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The Arrest and Six Trials of Jesus  

Written by:   D. Eddie Bhawanie 

 Understanding the timing of Jesus’ arrest and trials can be difficult and confusing—

unless we have an understanding of the way time was counted then. The beginning and ending 

of the New Testament era’s twenty-four-hour day was different from ours. While our day goes 

from midnight to midnight, their day went from 6:00 in the evening to 6:00 the following 

evening.  

 During New Testament times, the time of the night was told not in hours but in watches, 

which were three-hour periods. Nighttime had four watches: the “first watch,” 6 to 9 P.M.; the 

“second watch,” 9 P.M. to midnight; the “third watch,” midnight to 3 A.M.; and the “fourth 

watch,” 3 to 6 A.M. Daytime began at 6 A.M., and was divided into twelve individual hours. So, 

for example, the “third hour” would be 9 A.M. and the “ninth hour” would be 3 P.M. 

 Having a grasp of these distinctions will provide the modern reader a clearer perspective 

of how intense, and relentlessly cruel Jesus’ six trials were at the hands of the Jews and the 

Romans. 

 According to John’s Gospel Jesus’ painful ordeal begins with His arrest in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, near the Kidron valley. Judas, one of The Masters’ disciples, the betrayer, knows 

this garden well as a place Jesus had often gone with all His disciples, and Judas maliciously 

leads a group of soldiers there to capture Jesus (John 18:1-11).       

 The trials of Jesus were twofold; they were both Hebrew and Roman, or Ecclesiastical 

and Civil. The Hebrew trials took place before the High Priest, Caiaphas, and the Great 

Sanhedrin Council, consisting of seventy-one members.  

The Roman trials were held under Pontius Pilate, Roman governor of Judea, and 

afterwards before Herod, Tetrarch of Galilee. These trials were linked like a chain, and took 

place within a space of time estimated anywhere from ten to twenty hours. 

The New Testament Gospel narratives recorded the arrest and the trials of Jesus as 

follows:  

“So the Roman cohort and the commander, and the officers of the Jews, 

  arrested Jesus and bound Him, and led Him to Annas first; for he was  

  father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. Now Caiaphas 

  was the one who had advised the Jews that it was expedient for one man 



Copyright © 2018 Research Center for Apologetics, International. All Rights Reserved. 

  to die on behalf of the people.”  

             (John 18:12-14). 

  “And immediately while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve,  

came up, accompanied by a multitude with swords and clubs, from the  

chief priest and the scribes and the elders. Now he who was betraying  

had given them a signal, saying, “Whomever I shall kiss, He is the one;  

seize Him, and lead Him away under guard.” And after coming, he  

immediately went up to Him, saying, “Rabbai!” and kissed Him. And  

they laid hands on Him, and seized Him.” 

       (Mark 14:43-46).  

“And those who seized Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas, the high priest, 

 where the scribes and the elders were gathered.” 

        (Matthew 26:57). 

“And when it was day, the Council of Elders (the Sanhedrin) of the people 

Assembled, both chief priest, and scribes, and they led Him away to their 

Council chamber, saying,  “If You are the Christ, tell us.” But He said to them, 

“If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I ask a question, you will not answer. 

“But from now on THE SON OF MAN WIL BE SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND  

of the power of GOD.”  And they all said, “Are You the Son of God, then?” 

And He said to them, “Yes, I am.” And they said, “What further need do we 

have of testimony? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth.”” 

                                   (Luke 22: 66-71). 

“Then the whole body of them arose and brought Him before Pilate. And  

They began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this man misleading our 

Nation forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ,  
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a King.”  And Pilate asked Him saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” And He 

answered him and said, “It is as you say.” And Pilate said to the chief priests  

and the multitudes, “I find no guilt is this man.” But they kept on insisting, saying, 

“He stirs up the people, teaching all over Judea, starting from Galilee, even as 

 far as this place.” 

                                 (Luke 23:1-5).   

“But when Pilate heard it, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he 

learned that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who him- 

self also was in Jerusalem at that time. Now Herod was very glad when he saw  

Jesus; for he had wanted to see Him for a long time, because he had been hearing 

about Him and was hoping to see some sign performed by Him. And he questioned  

Him at some length; but He answered him nothing. And the chief priests and the 

scribes were standing there, accusing Him vehemently. And Herod with his 

soldiers, after treating Him with contempt and mocking him, dressed Him in a 

gorgeous robe and sent Him back to Pilate. Now Herod and Pilate became  

friends with one another that very day; for before they had been at enmity with  

each other.”  

             (Luke 23:6-12). 

“And Pilate summoned the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and 

 said to them, “You brought this man to me as one who incites the people to 

rebellion, and behold, having examined him before you, I have found no guilt 

in this man regarding the charges which you make against Him. No, nor Herod,  

for he sent Him back to us; and behold, nothing deserving death has been done 

 by Him. I will therefore punish Him and release Him.” But they cried out all 

together, saying, “Away with this Man, and release for us Barabbas!”  (He was 
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one who had been thrown in prison for a certain insurrection made in the city, 

and for murder). And Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again, but 

they kept on calling out, saying, “Crucify, crucify Him.” And he said to them the 

 third time, “Why, what evil has this man done? I have found in him no guilt  

demanding death; I will therefore punish Him and release Him.”  But they were 

insistent, with loud voices asking that He be crucified. And their voices began to 

prevail. And Pilate pronounced sentence that their demand should be granted.  

And he released the man they were asking for who had been thrown into prison 

For insurrection and murder, but he turned Jesus over to their will.”  

              (Luke 23:13-25). 

 Walter Chandler in his epic work “The Trials Of Jesus,” offers a brief description on the 

general order of events on the trials of Jesus: 

“About eleven o’clock on the evening of April 6th, A.D. 30, Jesus and eleven of the 

Apostles left the scene of the Lord’s Supper, which had been celebrated (probably in the home of 

Mark) on the outskirts of Jerusalem, to go to the Garden of Gethsemane. 

 Jesus was arrested about midnight in Gethsemane by a band of Temple officers and 

Roman soldiers guided by Judas. 

Jesus was taken to Annas, and was afterwards sent by Annas to Caiaphas. A private 

preliminary examination of Jesus was then had before one of these church dignitaries. St. John 

described this examination, but does not tell us clearly whether it was Annas or Caiaphas who 

conducted it.  

After his preliminary examination, Jesus was arraigned about two o’clock in the morning 

before the Sanhedrin, which had convened in the palace of Caiaphas, and was formally tried and 

condemned to death on the charge of blasphemy against Jehovah. 

After a temporary adjournment of the first session, the Sanhedrin reassembled at the 

break of day to retry Jesus, and determine how He should be brought before Pilate. 

In the early morning of April 7th, Jesus was led before Pontius Pilate, who was then 

topping in the palace of Herod on the hill of Zion, his customary residence when he came up from 

Caesarea to Jerusalem to attend the Jewish national festivals. A brief trial of Jesus by Pilate, on 

the charge of high treason against Caesar, was then had in front of and within the palace of 
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Herod. The result was acquittal of the prisoner by the Roman procurator, who expressed his 

verdict in these words:  “I find in Him no fault at all.”  

Instead of releasing Jesus after having found Him not guilty, Pilate, being intimidated by 

the rabble, sent the prisoner to Herod, Tetrarch of Galilee, who was then in attendance upon the 

Passover Feast, and was at that moment residing in the ancient palace of the Asmoneans in the 

immediate neighborhood of the residence of Pilate. A brief, informal hearing was had before 

Herod, who, having mocked and brutalized the prisoner, sent Him back to the Roman governor. 

After the return of Jesus from the Court of Herod, Pilate assembled the priests and 

elders, announced to them that Herod had found no fault with the prisoner in their midst, 

reminded them that he himself had acquitted Him, and offered to scourge and then release Him. 

This compromise and subterfuge were scornfully rejected by the Jews who had demanded the 

crucifixion of Jesus. Pilate, after much vacillation, finally yielded to the demands of the mob and 

ordered the prisoner to be crucified.  

From this brief outline of the proceeding against Jesus, the reader will readily perceive 

that these were two distinct trials: a Hebrew trial and a Roman trial. He will notice further that 

each trial was marked by three distinct features or appearances. The Hebrew trial was 

characterized by: 

(1) The appearance before Annas. 

(2) The trial at the night session of the Sanhedrin. 

(3) The examination at the morning sitting of the same court. 

The Roman trial was marked by: 

(1) The appearance of Jesus before Pilate.  

(2) His arraignment before Herod. 

(3) His reappearance before Pilate.”1 

 

The Questionable Characters In the Trials Of Christ; Religious And Political: 

The High Priest 

The high priest was the chief priest of the Hebrew people, especially of the ancient 

Jewish Levitical priesthood traditionally traced from Aaron on down (Lev. 21:10; 2 Chro. 19:10). 

The high priest was the supreme civil head of his people. The high priest was distinguished from 

his fellow priests by the clothes he wore, the duties he performed, and the particular 

                                                           
1Walter M. Chandler, The Trials Of Jesus, Published by The Harrison Company Publishers, (Norcross; 

Georgia), 1976, p. xii-xiii.      
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requirements placed upon him as spiritual head of God’s people. The following materials were 

adapted from Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary, and modified for this article.  

“The most important responsibility of the high priest was to conduct the service of the 

Day of Atonement, the tenth day of the seventh month each year. On this day he alone entered 

the Holy Place inside the veil before God. He made sacrifice for himself and for the people 

(Exodus 30:10; Lev. 16). It is with this particular service that the ministry of Jesus as High Priest 

is compared (Hebrews 9:1-28).  

In the New Testament period, the position of priests in the nation of Israel had changed 

considerably. The Temple functions were taken over by the “chief priests.” Rank-and-file priests 

were also overshadowed by the Scribes and Pharisees. The priests themselves were some of 

the most zealous opponents of Jesus. As leaders of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish high court, they 

bore much of the responsibility for Jesus’ crucifixion. They also led the opposition to the 

apostles and the early Church.  

The Sanhedrin 

The Sanhedrin was the judicial council or assembly, the highest ruling body and court of 

justice among the Jewish people in the time of Jesus. The Sanhedrin composed of 70-72 

members of the ancient Jewish nation. They were also called the “Great Sanhedrin.” The 

Sanhedrin came to include both Sadducees—or “chief priest” and “elders” –and Pharisees or 

scribes. These were two main groups within Judaism, and the Sanhedrin usually tried to 

maintain a balance of power between them.  

The Sanhedrin also served as the supreme court of the Jews. This does not mean that 

people who were dissatisfied with the verdict of the lower court could not appeal to the 

Sanhedrin for a different decision.   

The Sanhedrin was headed by the high priest, the Romans granted the Sanhedrin’s 

limited authority over certain religious, civil, and criminal matters.  Sometimes some of the 

members of the Sanhedrin are simply called rulers (Luke 24:20; Acts 4:5).  

In the New Testament the Sanhedrin was involved in hearings against Jesus (Matt. 

26:59; Mark 14:55), Peter, John, most of the other Apostles (Acts 4:1-23; 5:17-41), Stephen 

(Acts 6-7), and Paul (Acts 22-24). It is most likely that Jesus was given a preliminary hearing by 

the Sanhedrin, to establish the charges against Him, and then taken to Pilate. 
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The Pharisees 

The Pharisees were a religious and political party in Palestine in New Testament times. 

They were known for insisting that the Law of God be observed as the scribes interpreted it and 

for their special commitment to keeping the laws of tithing and ritual purity.  

One of the distinctive features of the Pharisees was their strong commitment to 

observing the Law of God as it was interpreted and applied by the scribes. The priests were 

responsible for teaching and interpreting the Law (Lev. 10:8-10; Deut. 33:8-10) in Old 

Testament times. Many people in Old Testament times, had lost respect for the priests because 

of the corruption in the Jerusalem priesthood, and they looked to the scribes instead to 

interpret the Law for them. Some scribes were priests, many were not.  

According to the New Testament, the Pharisees were concerned about strictly 

interpreting and keeping the Law on all matters (Acts 26:5), including the Sabbath (Mark 2:24), 

divorce (Mark 10:2), oaths (Matt. 23:16-22), the wearing of Phylacteries and Fringes (Matt. 

23:5), and so on. But they demonstrated special zeal in insisting that laws of tithing and ritual 

purity be kept (Matt. 23:23-26; Mark 7:1-13; Luke 11:37-42; 18:12).  

Unlike the Sadducees, the Pharisees did not believe in the resurrection of the dead. On 

this one point, the Sadducees on common ground with the early Christians (Acts 23:6-9), and all 

Christians. The Scribes mentioned in Mark 12:38, who thought that Jesus had answered the 

Sadducees well concerning the resurrection were probably Pharisees.   

Finally, because the Pharisees thought that they were doing their best to keep God’s 

Laws while others were not, they often looked down on others with contempt, and called them 

“sinners” –especially people like tax collectors and prostitutes. Religious people need to 

remember that they too, are sinners in God’s eyes, and that Christ died for everyone.  

The Sadducees 

The Sadducees were members of a Jewish faction (a group of persons forming a 

cohesive, usually contentious, minority within a larger group) that opposed Jesus during His 

ministry. The Sadducees were known for their denial of the bodily resurrection. The Sadducees 

came from the leading families of the nation—priests, merchants, and aristocrats. The High 

Priests and the most powerful members of the priesthood were mainly Sadducees (Acts 5:17).   

Only a few references are made to the Sadducees in the New Testament. They opposed 

the early Church (Acts 4:1-3; 5:17-18), much more so than even the Pharisees (Acts 5:34-39; 

15:5; 23:6-9). Since the chief priests usually came from among the Sadducees, it is clear that 

they played a major role in the arrest of Jesus and the preliminary hearing against Him (Mark 
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14:60-64), and that they urged Pilate to crucify Him (Mark 15: 1, 3, 10-11). Jesus warned His 

disciples about the “leaven” –the “doctrine” or the teaching –of the Sadducees (Matt. 16:1-12). 

John the Baptist was suspicious of the Sadducees’ supposed “repentance” (Matt. 3:7-12). 

One incident when Jesus clashed with the Sadducees was recorded in three of the 

Gospels (Matt. 22:23-33; Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27-40). Apparently one of the favorite sports 

of the Sadducees was to make fun of their opponents by showing how their beliefs led to 

ridiculous conclusions. They approached Jesus with a “what if” question, designed to show the 

absurd consequences that can arise from believing in the resurrection of the dead. “Suppose” 

they asked, “a woman had seven husbands in this life, and each of them died without leaving 

children? Whose wife would she be in the world to come?” 

Jesus replied with a two-part answer. First, He said that they were wrong to suggest that 

earthly relationships, such as marriage, will continue after the resurrection. Second, Jesus 

pointed out that they were wrong in not believing in the resurrection at all: “Have you not read 

what was spoken to you by God, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob?’ God is not the God of the dead, but of the living” (Matt. 22:31-32, see also Exod. 

3:6, 15-16).  

Jesus’ argument was that God told Moses that He was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob. Of course, these three men had died long before the time of Moses (that is, if they did 

not live on after their deaths), then God would not have called Himself their God, for “God is 

not the God of the dead, but of the living.” Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob must live on if God is still 

their God; therefore, it was only through the ignorance of the Sadducees, not to believe, or to 

deny life after death and the resurrection of the dead.  

After stating His reasons, Jesus stated clearly that the Sadducees were “greatly 

mistaken” in their beliefs (Mark 12:27). The multitude who heard Jesus’ argument were 

“astonished at His teaching” Why? Because He was so intelligent or, because He spoke with 

great authority? (Matt. 22:33), and the Sadducees were “silenced” (Matt. 22:34).   

Pontius Pilate 

The Jews could not execute a person without approval from the Roman authorities 

(John 18:31), so the Jewish leadership brought Jesus to Pilate to officially order the sentence of 

Jesus to death by crucifixion (Matthew 27; Mark 15; Luke 23; John 18-19).  

All the Gospel narratives tell us that Pilate examined and crossed examined Jesus, twice 

according to Roman Law, and was convinced that Jesus was not guilty of anything deserving of 

death, and he sought to release Jesus (Matt. 27:24; Mark 15:9-11; Luke 23:14; John 18:38-40; 

19:12).  
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Pilate did not want to antagonize the Jews and run the risk of damaging his own 

reputation with the Jews; so when the Jews insisted on Jesus’ crucifixion, Pilate turned Jesus 

over to be executed (Matt. 27:26; Mark 15:12-15; Luke 23:20-35; John 19:15-16). 

Pilate recognized Jesus’ innocence and had the authority to uphold justice, and acquit 

Jesus, under Roman Law; in his weakness he gave into the bloodthirsty demands of the crowd, 

and the Jewish leadership, and so ordered the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth.     

Herod 

Herod was the name of several Roman rulers in the Palestine region during Jesus’ 

earthly ministry and the periods shortly before His birth and after His resurrection. The New 

Testament record shows that Herod was threatened by Jesus’ popularity and His teachings, and 

sought to kill Him, according to the Pharisees (Luke 13:31).  Jesus called Herod a “fox” (Luke 

13:32), because Jesus showed His disapproval of Herod’s cunning and his deceitful ways.  

Herod had John the Baptist arrested and imprisoned for his outspoken ways. John the 

Baptist denounced, and condemned the wickedness and sins of Herod, especially the 

scandalous affair with the wife (Herodias) of his half-brother, Philip (Matt. 14:4; Mark 6:17-18; 

Luke 3:19).  

Later, at a royal birthday party, Herod granted Salome, the daughter of Herod, a wish. At 

the urging of Herodias (Mark 6:19), Salome requested the head of John the Baptist (Matt. 14:6-

12; Mark 6:21-29). Since Herod’s promise was under oath and did not want to lose face before 

his guests, Herod ordered John’s execution.  

Herod’s knowledge of Jesus came to him at the same time as the ministry of John the 

Baptist. The Gospels record for us, that because of the popularity and miraculous powers of 

Jesus, Herod may have been haunted by the possibility that Jesus was John the Baptist come 

back to life.        

Jesus stood before Herod to be tried by him (Luke 23:6-12). Luke reported that Herod 

could not find anything in the charges against Jesus that deserved death; so he sent Jesus back 

to Pilate for the final decision.”2   

The betrayal of Christ by one of His own –Judas Iscariot 

Judas was a man chosen by Christ Himself, to be one of His disciples, and among those 

Jesus loved to the end (John 13:1-5). Judas was given supernatural power to do the work Christ 

chose him to do (Mark 3: 14-15); he also carried the money bag, and he stole money (John 

                                                           
2 Nelsons’ Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Published by, Thomas Nelson Publishers, (Nashville, Tenn; 1986), rev. ed.,  
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12:4-6). Judas was also called a “devil” by Jesus (John 6: 70). For over three years, Judas 

accompanied Christ, and the rest of the disciples as one of Christ’ disciples, but the rest of the 

disciples never suspect his impure motive, and his evil nature. Even on the night of the Last 

Supper, the rest of the disciples were under the impression that Judas departed from the 

Supper to go and do good deeds (John 13:1-9). Yet, Judas went out and committed one of the 

greatest sins ever committed by man; he betrayed Christ for thirty pieces of silver (Matt. 

26:15). 

Why did God allow this to happen? Why did Jesus choose Judas to be one of His 

disciples? However difficult this may be for human minds to reconcile Jesus’ permission of sin 

and moral evil, with the goodness of God; He has not revealed all His reasons for the permission 

of sin and evil, but a glimpse of the holy, and divine motive may be discerned from Judas’ 

betrayal of The Master. 

God, in His divine purpose and plan, permitted Judas’ betrayal of Christ as a necessary 

link in the redemption of God’s people by the death of Christ on the Cross. This was the holy, 

and pure motive for God permitting one of the worst sins in history. God permits the sins of the 

unbelieving wicked, even though those sins are links in the chain that drag the unbelieving 

sinner into eternal death. God’s providence simply leaves the unbeliever alone, so that he 

willingly rejects salvation and so condemns himself to eternal punishment; as in the case of 

Judas Iscariot.  

From the moment Jesus was arrested, He became the property of the state; He was no 

longer free. He was taken through a series of the most twisted, evil, wicked, ungodly, unfair, 

disorderly, and illegal trials in the history of Jewish, and Roman jurisprudence—their 

philosophy, or department of Roman law. No man was ever more innocent. No series of trials 

were ever more unjust. The Scottish Bible Commentator points out: 

 “All criminal cases must be tried during the daytime and must be completed during the 

daytime. Criminal cases could not be transacted during the Passover season at all. Only if the 

verdict was Not Guilty could a case be finished on the day it was begun; otherwise a night must 

elapse—allowing some time to pass, before the pronouncement of the verdict, so that feelings 

of mercy might have time to arise. . . . All evidence had to be guaranteed by two witnesses 

separately examined and having no contact with each other. And false witness was punishable 

by death.”3 

  

                                                           
3 William Barclay, The Gospel Of Matthew, vol. 2, rev. ed., The Daily Study Bible Series (Philadelphia, Pa.: 
Westminster Press, 1975), p. 353. 
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Summary: 

The Trials of Jesus were twofold: they were both Hebrew and Roman; or Ecclesiastical 

and Civil. The Hebrew trials took place before the High Priest, Caiaphas, and the Great 

Sanhedrin Council, the religious and political group consisting of seventy-one members. The 

Roman trials were held under Pontius Pilate, the roman governor of Judea, and afterward 

before Herod, Tetrarch of Galilee. Jesus Christ was accused wrongfully, He was tried, and no 

fault was found in Him, and He was put to death by the hands of wicked men. Why is the death 

of Jesus Christ so important in History? 

God became Incarnate –He become Man! He became Immanuel –means, God with us 

through His Son Jesus Christ, (Matt. 1:23). That through His birth, and “. . . that through death 

He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who 

through fear of death were subject to lifelong bondage” (Hebrews 2:14, 15). 

The living God did not simply permit sin in His universe; He came into the world through 

His Son—Jesus Christ--to fight sin. To accomplish His purpose, Jesus had “to suffer many things, 

and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 

be raised” (Matt. 16:21; Mark 8:31; Luke 9:22 and 17:25). 

The battle with evil necessitated rejection and suffering. Furthermore, Christ’s rejection 

and suffering was according to God’s foreordained will and purpose, Luke wrote in the Book of 

Acts:  “This Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed 

to the cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.”  For truly in this city there were 

gathered together against Thy holy servant Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both Herod and 

Pontius Pilate, along with the gentiles and the people of Israel, to do whatever Thy hands and 

Thy purpose predestined to occur” (Acts 2:23, and Acts 4:27-28).  

The suffering of Christ, the death of Christ, and the resurrection of Christ were also 

predicted by the Old Testament prophets. Christ Himself explained, “Thus it is written, that the 

Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead” (Luke 24:46).  

In The New Testament, the apostle Peter declared that God had foretold by the mouth 

of the Old Testament prophets that His Christ—The Messiah--should suffer and die. Some of 

Peter’s hearers had, in ignorance, contributed to the fulfillment of that prophecy (Acts 3:18). 

Peter points out, that the prophets themselves had been curious about the time and the 

Sufferer of whom they wrote (I Peter 1:11). Peter goes on record, as one of the witnesses to 

Christ suffering, death, and His resurrection, and as well as to His glory which shall be revealed 

(I Peter 5:1).  
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The apostle Paul explained and proved from The Old Testament Scriptures that it was 

necessary for Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead (Acts 17:3; 26:23). The writer of the 

book of Hebrews stressed the vicarious nature (Jesus substituting Himself for another) of 

Christ’s agony in that He suffered death for (on behalf of) everyone (Heb. 2:9). Christ’ 

substitutionary atonement on the Cross is frequently mentioned in The New Testament.  

Christ suffered temptation so that He could help the tempted (Heb. 2:18). He suffered 

death once for all (Heb. 9:26). He “suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people 

through His own blood” (Heb. 13:12). 

No Stoic denial of suffering will change man’s sinfulness. Rejecting suffering, and 

rejecting His death, the finished work of Christ does not help either. Obedience to Christ does 

not alleviate suffering. The greatest good of the Christian life is not freedom from suffering and 

pain; but is Christ-likeness. The living God “works all things together for the good” by 

surrounding us with conditions which help us “conform to the image of His Son—Christ” 

(Romans 8:28, 29). 

The life of Christ on earth was one of total conflict with the forces of evil, and it is no different 

for His followers. As His followers, then, “We are afflicted in every way but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 

destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 

manifested in our bodies” (II Corinthians 4:8-10). 

 Paul wrote to the Romans Christians: “ For when we were yet without strength, in due 

time Christ died for the ungodly. . . .But God commended His love toward us, in that while we 

were yet sinners Christ died for us” (Romans 5:6 and 8). To the Church at Galatia, Paul wrote; 

“[Christ], Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil world, 

according to the will of God and our Father” (Galatians 1:4). And to the Corinthian Church, Paul 

wrote: “He [God] made Him [Christ] who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might 

become the righteousness of God in Him” (II Cor. 5:21).  

 Isaiah, the prophet, declared of Christ some seven hundred years before He came into 

the world: “. . . [He Christ] was smitten of God and afflicted,” “The Lord has laid on Him the 

iniquity of us all.”  “But it pleased the Lord to crush Him, putting Him to grief. . . . As a result of 

the anguish of His soul, He [God] will see it and be satisfied” (Isaiah 53: 4; 6; 10; 11).         

 Forgiveness and pardon of human sin, and the nakedness of shame, and guilt, are 

evidence for the existence of God. If there is no forgiveness of sins and reconciliation to God—

through Jesus’ finish work on the Cross, then what do people trust in for forgiveness?  


