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           What is Apologetics? 

 

Written by:   Dr. Eddie Bhawanie  

 

Apologetics may be defined as the defense of the truth-

claims of the Christian faith. The simplicity of this definition 

cannot define the complexity of the meaning, scope, purposes, and 

problems of apologetics. 

 The word “apologetics” comes from the Greek word 

apologia, which was originally used as a speech of defense. In 

ancient Greece apologia was a defense made in a courtroom as 

part of a judicial process. After the accusation was made, the 

defendant was allowed to refute the charges with a defense 

(apologia).   

 Perhaps the best classical example of an apologia was 

Socrates’ (469?-399 B.C.) defense against the charges of corrupting 

the youths of Athens, and of teaching strange gods. Socrates’ 

defense was retold by his most famous student, Plato, (427-347 

B.C.), in a dialogue called The Apology. 

 The word apologia appears several times in the New 

Testament, and can be translated “a defense” or “a vindication” in 

every case. Both apostles, Paul and Peter, offered a reasoned 

defense of the Christian faith as appears in Philippians 1:7, 17, and 

especially in I Peter 3:15. 

  

“. . .and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.”    

“. . .I am set for the defense of the gospel.” 

 

 “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready  

Always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 

reason of the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.”  

 

The work of apologetics rests upon a Biblical command. 

We find a mandate (an authoritative order) in Scripture to defend 

the truth-claims of the faith; a mandate that every Christian must 

take seriously. C. S. Lewis commented:  Christians, “. . .ask people 

to face the facts—to understand the questions which Christianity 

claims to answer. And they are very terrifying facts.”
1
 

It is, however, the birthright of every obedient believer to 

give a defense of the Christian faith, though no specific theory of 

apologetics is outlined in the New Testament.  

                                                 
1
C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, Harper Collins Publishers, Large Print, (New York, New York), 

1952, p. 55-56.   
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The early Church Fathers addressed their defense of the 

Christian faith partly to the pagan Greek and Roman rules and 

partly to the intelligent, thinking public. 

Their immediate object-task was to bridge the gap between 

the Christian worldview and the pagan worldview. They presented 

the Christian worldview as the highest and surest way of life and 

philosophy; and this worldview was antithetical to the non-

Christian philosophy/worldview. The strength of the Christian 

worldview exposed the weaknesses of the non-Christian 

worldview.    

The task of apologetics has a threefold character: defensive, 

offensive, and constructive. The early Church Fathers defended 

Christianity by showing that there was no evidence for the charges 

brought against its adherents—Christians. The offensive conduct 

ascribed to them was altogether inconsistent with the spirit and 

precepts of the Gospel, and the character and lives of those who 

professed the Christian faith were marked by moral purity. 

The early Apologists, in their writings were not writing 

doctrinal treatises, but were writing on, and stressing absolute 

truth, immutable truth, which constitutes an essential part of the 

doctrines of the Christian faith.          

 

Summary 

 

The early Church Fathers sought to present the substance and 

intellectual content of the truth-claims of Christianity through a 

rational interpretation of the Christian faith. They portrayed 

Christianity as a reasonable, moral, religion and way of life. 

They presented the proof of the historical and philosophical 

arguments of the Christian worldview in a logical way, and 

contrasted its claims with alternative worldviews. 

They defended the Christian worldview as an intellectual 

one. They clarified the Christian position and refuted the plethora 

of savage attacks, scurrilous lies, and misrepresentations, by 

answering objections, criticisms, and questions, raised by both 

believers and unbelieving pagans. 

They persuaded people that Christianity is true, and that it 

holds to unchanging, and immutable truth; and that that truth can 

be applied to all of life. The early Church Fathers presented the 

evidence of Christianity. They rooted the evidence in predictive  

prophecies and in history, not simply to win intellectual arguments, 

but to persuade people to place their lives and eternal futures in the 

complete, and full merits of the infinite-value of the work of Christ 

on the Cross-alone; because the death of Christ was qualitatively 

different from any other death.   
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Christian truth is rooted in the character of the infinite-

personal, living God, and Christian truth-claims give the individual 

“an absolute, universal standard by which to judge not only 

personal morals but the state,”
2
 and the political actions of the 

state. (Judging includes thinking clearly and accurately).  

   

 

                                                 
2
Frances A. Schaffer, How Should We Then Live? (The Rise and Decline of Western Thought and 

Culture), Crossway Books Company, (Wheaton, Illinois), 1976, p. 26.  


