
 

 

 
Copyright © 2012 Research Center for Apologetics, International. All Rights Reserved. 

P
ag

e1
 

Who Converted Saul of Tarsus? 

Was it the Risen Christ? 

(Acts 9:1-9; 25:23-27; 26:1-8) 
 

Written by:   Dr. Eddie Bhawanie, Ph.D. 
 

 Saul of Tarsus (who was called Paul) stood before Governor Felix 

and this Governor found no crime in Him worthy of death (Acts 24). Felix 

left Paul bound because he was “. . . wanting to do the Jews a favor. . .” 

(Acts 24:27).  

 The writer of Acts of the Apostles, doctor Luke, recorded the 

historical visit of Festus and Felix. Paul, fettered in chains, was examined 

by Festus, and governor Festus found no crime in him worthy of death 

(Acts 25:25). Luke continued: “And after certain days, king Agrippa and 

Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus, and when they had been 

there many days, Festus declared Paul’s cause unto the king, saying, 

‘There is a certain man left in bonds by Felix. . .’ Then the king said unto 

Festus, ‘I would also hear the man myself.’ ‘Tomorrow,’ said he, ‘thou 

shalt hear him’ ” (Acts 25:13, 14 and 22).  

 “So the next day, when Agrippa and Bernice had come with great 

pomp, and had entered the auditorium with the commanders and the 

prominent men of the city, at Festus' command Paul was brought in. And 

Festus said: "King Agrippa and all the men who are here present with us, 

you see this man about whom the whole assembly of the Jews petitioned 

me, both at Jerusalem and here, crying out that he was not fit to live any 

longer.” (Acts 25:23-24 - NKJV). 

 The leaders came in with pomp. They wore their purple robes of 

royalty. They would be in splendorous attire, with grandeur and 

resplendent pageantry. On such public occasion, they wore the gold circlet 

of a crown on their brows. Doubtless, Festus had donned the scarlet robe 

which the Governor wore on state occasions. Close in attendance were the 

Jews; nearby, stood the captain of the guard in command at Caesarea, and 

in the background were the tall Roman legionnaires on ceremonial guard.  

 Here are some historical facts about king Agrippa: He was no 

novice to politics, power, corruption, lust, shame, and sin. His grandfather 

butchered the babies at Bethlehem at the birth of Christ (Matt. 2:16). His 

uncle beheaded John the Baptist (Matt.14:10). His father killed the apostle 

James (Acts 12:12). With this pedigree a part of his nature, he sits in 

judgment of the apostle Paul. 
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 Now, Festus commanded Paul to be brought into the judgment 

chamber (Acts 25:23). Paul was brought in chained, as prisoners were 

back then. As Paul came in, without question, the noise of his chains 

would have broken the deafening silence in the court. All eyes were 

riveted on him, as he came to be judged by those who themselves, were 

bound in the chains of sin.  

 Was Paul intimidated by the situation and the surroundings? Did 

he fear the presence of the king, Governor Felix, the Jewish authorities, 

and the Roman powers represented there? The context of the passage drips 

with a “Certainly not!”  Why? Because, of the Christ, who Paul 

represented.  

 Paul stood before the king, who represented great power and 

authority, but amidst the king’s splendor and pomp there was an appalling 

ugliness, and a repulsiveness emanating from his throne. He was the 

epitome of debauchery, and he was an open profligate—living in sin; he 

was carrying on an incestuous relationship with his own sister, Bernice.  

 Paul’s defense was his finest hour, and he rose to the occasion in 

the strength of the risen and living Christ—in whose name he stood 

condemned. The best mind of the Christian faith stood before the king. 

Was Paul after the king as he declared in his defense? The unfolding 

evidence in his defense would lead one to reason, that Paul was looking to 

reach the heart of the king! Paul’s three-fold defense: 

  

1. Paul was prominent among the Jews (Acts 26:4) 

Paul had advanced in the Jewish religion beyond many of his own age in 

education. He was taught at the feet of the famous Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). 

Paul must have had great scholastic and intellectual ability. He was 

distinguished socially among his countrymen as a Pharisee (Phil. 3:1-8; 

Acts 23:6). He had to advance financially to some noticeable degree. Paul 

had to have had access to funds of the temple treasury, or he had to be a 

rich man to support himself, and the men working with him (as they 

carried out their murderous actions—killing Christians). He had advanced 

socially. His Roman citizenship, his education, his religious training, and 

his zeal brought Saul of Tarsus into contact with officials in Judaism who 

granted him authority to carry out a campaign against Christians in 

Damascus (Acts 26:12). He had advanced to a position of power. The 

Jewish Chief Priest and the Jewish authorities had commissioned him, and 

gave him power over the lives of the Christians whom he captured—to put 

them into prison, and to put them to death.  
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2. His fanatical persecution of Christians (Acts 26:5) 

Paul persecuted the Christians “beyond measure.” This  phrase, “beyond 

measure” stressed the severity of his senseless persecution. The writer of 

the Acts of the Apostles was doctor Luke, and his history allows us to 

reconstruct a very clear picture of Paul’s persecution and the character of 

the person behind it. Luke introduces Saul of Tarsus as being among those 

who were consenting to the death of Stephen; Saul watched over the 

garments of those who stoned Stephen to death (Acts 7:58). Our next 

meeting with Saul reveals that he was vowing to imprison and kill 

Christians: “From that time Saul laid waste the church, violently entering 

the houses of Christians and dragging both men and women to 

confinement in prison” (Acts 8:3; 26:10). Saul adamantly sought to make 

scorched earth of the church (the body of Christ). We are; therefore, 

compelled to view Saul as a fanatic in his opposition to Christianity. 

Saul’s persecution of Christians was fierce, and he was doing it under the 

deception of a good conscience (Acts 26:9). 

 

3. His Pharisaic zeal and prejudice (Acts 26:5) 

Saul was exceedingly zealous for his spiritual fathers’ Jewish traditions; 

this prejudice of his, would have made it difficult for him to consider the 

Christian faith objectively. His zeal stemmed from his religious sincerity 

and dedication of purpose; and it emerged with a blind hatred, and an 

intolerance of the Christian faith. Saul’s persecution, and intolerance of 

Christians could not have been broken by any man or, woman alive during 

the time he was carrying out his work of killing Christians. Saul was 

persuaded that he was right, so, what force, or person, could have 

converted this zealot?  

 Saul’s reputation stood in the way of any Christian reaching him. 

They were afraid of him. The Jews would not have led him from Judaism 

to Christianity, because they did not believe in Christ, the founder of 

Christianity. The Jewish leadership supported Saul in what he was doing. 

So, what was the answer? What is the answer? Who converted Saul of 

Tarsus from Judaism over to the Christian faith? The historical 

evidence points to the only possible answer; the risen and living Christ! 

The conversion of Saul from Judaism over to Christianity was directly 

related to the resurrection of Christ!  
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 Could Saul have made this drastic change out of a desire for a 

good reputation among the Jews? He had that! Could his change have 

been because of a desire for power? He had this with the Jews! Could his 

change have been due to some fear? Of whom would he have been afraid? 

He had no Jew to fear. Of whom would he have been afraid? Certainly, 

Paul was not afraid of the Christians. The Christians were afraid of him. 

An objective examination of the text points to the historical fact that the 

resurrected Christ was Saul’s converter! Can we accept and believe the 

historic record of the New Testament? Yes, we can both believe and 

accept the historic account of Saul’s conversion because it is the only 

plausible way Paul went from being an extremely hateful Saul to the 

transformed, loving Paul in a very short time.  

Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest and asked letters from him to the synagogues 

of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men 

or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. And as he journeyed 

he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from 

heaven. Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, 

“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” And he said, “Who are You, 

Lord?” And the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is 

hard for you to kick against the goads.” So he, trembling and astonished, 

said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” And the Lord said to him, 

“Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” And 

the men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice but 

seeing no one. Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were 

opened he saw no one. But they led him by the hand and brought him into 

Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor 

drank. (Acts 9:1-9 - NKJV)  

Without the New Testament record of the Book of Acts, the 

question arises; who converted Saul over to the Christian faith? The 

indisputable historical evidence is clear – The risen and Living Christ. 

       

Summary: 

When the evidence from the Sacred New Testament historical text is 

arranged in chronological order, and considered objectively; the 

resurrection of Christ, becomes believable, as the cause of Saul’s 

conversion. Was Saul deceived? No! Was he a mad man? No! If Christ, in 

fact, was a fake, then, why did Paul suffer for the name of Christ? Would 

he have suffered for a lie? Paul suffered for the name of Christ because of 

his faith in the resurrection of Christ (2 Cor. 11:11-33; Rom. 8:35-39; and 

2 Tim. 2:9-10). Paul made an appeal to king Agrippa to go to Rome, so the 

king sent him to Rome (Acts 26-28). While he was there in the Roman 

capital, he was put to death by Emperor Nero for his belief in Christianity, 

and in the resurrection of Christ. 


