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A SERVICE OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Before the service, if you have crosses in your home, consider decorating them with flowers, as a 
reminder that, by the power of Christ, out of death comes life.  Set up a small table with a piece 
of white or cream fabric on it.  If you have candles and a Bible, place these on the table.  Gather 
several wildflowers for decorating a central cross in your worship space. 

OPENING ANTHEM   

Begin with an opening Easter hymn.  We recommend “Jesus Christ is Risen Today.”

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once upon the cross Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia! 
unto Christ our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
our salvation hath procured; Alleluia! 
now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 
Sing we to our God above Alleluia! 
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
praise him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!  

THE ACCLAMATION 

The People standing, the Officiant says 

 Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
People The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
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THE COLLECT FOR PREPARATION 

The Officiant says 

Let us pray. 

The Officiant and People pray together 

Guide and direct us, O Lord, always and everywhere with your holy light, that we may discern 
with clear vision your presence among us, and partake with worthy intention of your spiritual 
presence and communion. Amen.                 

THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW 

The Officiant says the following 

Jesus said: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets. 

THE KYRIE 

The Officiant and People pray together 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Officiant says to the People 

   The Lord be with you.  
People  And with your spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, 
and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.  

The People sit. 
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THE FIRST LESSON A Reading from Acts 1:6-14 

When the apostles had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going 
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went 
to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 
brothers.” 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 68 

Listen to or sing Psalm 68 together as a family.  We recommend using the version sung by 
Wendy Williams or the version below by Judy Rogers (both versions online).
 

Praise be to the Lord, to God, 
our Savior. 
Praise to God Who daily bears 
our burdens. 
Oh, Sovereign Lord You give us 
breath, You deliver us from death. 
Praise to God Who daily bears 
our burdens. 
 
Chariots of God are tens 
of thousands. 
He is come into His sanctuary 
Oh, our God is a God Who saves, 
therefore shall His name 
be praised. 
He is come into His sanctuary. 
 
Show us Your strength, oh Lord, 
as You have done before. 
Let the mighty congregation hear 
Your thunder roar. 
 
 
 
 
 

God is awesome in His sanctuary. 
He will give His people 
strength and power. 
Oh, He Who rules the earth and 
seas soon shall crush our enemies. 
God is awesome in His sanctuary. 
 
Show us your strength, oh Lord, 
as you have done before. 
Let the mighty congregation hear 
Your thunder roar. 
 
Praise be to the Lord, to God, 
our Savior. 
Praise to God who daily bears 
our burdens. 
Oh, Sovereign Lord You give us 
breath, You deliver us from death. 
Praise to God who daily bears our 
burdens; 
Praise be to the Lord, to God, our 
Savior. 
Savior 
Savior 
 
 
 



THE SECOND LESSON A Reading from 1 Peter 4:12–14; 5:6–11 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you 
are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his 
glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because 
the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you…  
 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 
exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 
you. 8 Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for 
you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds 
of suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 
has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, 
and establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The People stand. 
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EASTER HYMN                 “Christ Our Hope in Life and Death”   Getty, Getty, Papa 
                                                  Boswell, Kauflin, Merker 
 
What is our hope in life and death? 
Christ alone, Christ alone. 
What is our only confidence? 
That our souls to him belong. 
Who holds our days within his hand? 
What comes, apart from his command? 
And what will keep us to the end? 
The love of Christ, in which we stand. 
 
Chorus 
O sing hallelujah! 
Our hope springs eternal; 
O sing hallelujah! 
Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What truth can calm the troubled soul? 
God is good, God is good. 
Where is his grace and goodness known? 
In our great Redeemer’s blood. 
Who holds our faith when fears arise? 
Who stands above the stormy trial? 
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh 
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ? 
 
Chorus 
 
Unto the grave, what shall we sing? 
“Christ, he lives; Christ, he lives!” 
And what reward will heaven bring? 
Everlasting life with him. 
There we will rise to meet the Lord, 
Then sin and death will be destroyed, 
And we will feast in endless joy, 
When Christ is ours forevermore. 
 
Chorus 
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THE GOSPEL A Reading from John 17:1-11 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that 
the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give 
eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth 
by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they 
know that everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am 
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one.” 

 

  The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 

The People sit. 

THE HOMILY 
  

Take a moment to talk with your family about Jesus’ words in the Gospel Lesson and about why 
those words and his Ascension are so important to our faith as Christians. Use the coloring pages 
or the journal pages to help children share their thoughts.  You may also access Fr. Brian’s 
sermon online or Fr. Brian’s Children’s Conversation via Facebook Live. 
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JOURNAL SPACE FOR OLDER CHILDREN 
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A SONG OF PRAISE                                “Christ is Risen”   Matt Maher  

 

Let no one caught in sin remain 
Inside the lie of inward shame 
We fix our eyes upon the cross 
And run to Him who showed great love 
 
And bled for us 
Freely You've bled for us 
 
Chorus 
Christ is risen from the dead 
Trampling over death by death 
Come awake, come awake 
Come and rise up from the grave 
Christ is risen from the dead 
We are one with Him again 
Come awake, come awake 
Come and rise up from the grave 
 
Beneath the weight of all our sin 
You bowed to none but Heaven's will 
No scheme of Hell, no scoffer's crown 
No burden great can hold You down 

 
 
 
 
In strength You reign 
Forever let Your church proclaim 
 
Chorus 
 
O death, where is your sting? 
O hell, where is your victory? 
O church, come stand in the light 
The glory of God has defeated the night 
Sing it, o death, where is your sting? 
O hell, where is your victory? 
O church, come stand in the light 
Our God is not dead, He's alive, He's 
alive 
 
Chorus 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Officiant invites the People to offer intercessions and thanksgivings.  

Please remember in your prayers: 

• Foley, our Archbishop, and Bill, our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people in our Diocese and 
Congregation, especially Transformation Anglican Church in Rockwall, TX and the Rev. Don McLane 

• Jerry and Stacy Kramer in Tanzania and Iraq, Suzy McCall and Amanda Scott in Honduras, Craig Stewart in 
South Africa, and Tillie Tiller in Chad 

• Our president, Donald Trump, our governor, Bill Lee, and our mayor, Scott Conger 

• Those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, especially Rich and Carole 
Beitz, Hayes Binkley, Debbie Colgrove, Kyna Dettman, Carlin Diffee, Mary Louise Flanagan, Shirley 
Phillips, Micah Psungo, Charles Richards, Bill and Anne Ross, and Liam and Wendy Williams 

• Those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Grace Creasy, George Tatum, Lindy Tatum, and 
Rusty Reviere, and also for those celebrating anniversaries this week, especially Landon and Stacy 
Preston, Ian and Amanda Insalaco, John and Kim Roberts, Kenn and Bev Carr, Steve and Sally 
Swanson, and Kevin and Elizabeth Vailes. 
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Officiant says to the People 

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.  

Silence is kept. All kneeling, the Officiant and People say 

Dear God, we are sorry for the things we have done wrong.  We are sorry, too, for the 
good things that we should have done but did not do or say.  Please help us to love 
you better.  Help us also to love other people as we love ourselves.  Please forgive us 
when we are not loving and when we do not obey you.  This we ask in the name of 
Jesus.  Amen. 
 

The Officiant says 

May God love, forgive, and strengthen us through our Lord Jesus Christ, and may He 
protect and keep us by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The People stand. 

THE PEACE 

Officiant  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People   And with your spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 14 

PREPARATION FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

The Officiant continues 

Hear what St. Paul says: “May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith—that you may 
have strength…and know the love of Christ.”  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

The Officiant then says 

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray  

Officiant and People together pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

THE AGNUS DEI 

Officiant and People together pray  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;   
 Have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;   
 Have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;   
 Grant us your peace. 
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THE ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

The Officiant says the following invitation 

The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart, because, if you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved.  

The Officiant and People together pray 

Dear Jesus,  
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament.  
I love you above all things, and I desire to possess you within my soul,  
 and since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
 I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart.  
I unite myself to you, together with all your faithful people,  
 gathered around every altar of your Church,  
 and I embrace you with all the affections of my soul.  
Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.  

Silence. 
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THE ANIMA CHRISTI 

The Officiant says  

Let us pray. 

The Officiant and People together sing the “Anima Christ” of St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton, using the 
musical version composed by Alicia L. Greey (online).

 

Soul of Jesus, sanctify me 
Blood of Jesus, wash me 
Passion of Jesus, comfort me 
Wounds of Jesus, hide me 
Heart of Jesus, receive me 
Spirit of Jesus, enliven me 
Goodness of Jesus, pardon me 
Beauty of Jesus, draw me 
 
Till I behold thee, unveiled 
Till I behold thee, unveiled 
Till I behold thee, unveiled 
In thy glory 
 
Humility of Jesus, humble me 
Peace of Jesus, pacify me 
Love of Jesus, inflame me 
Kingdom of Jesus, come to me 
Grace of Jesus, replenish me 
Mercy of Jesus, pity me 
Sanctity of Jesus, sanctify me 
Purity of Jesus, purify me 

 
 
 
 
 
Till I behold thee, unveiled 
Till I behold thee, unveiled 
Till I behold thee, unveiled 
In thy glory 
 
Cross of Jesus, bind me 
Nails of Jesus, hold me 
Cross of Jesus, bind me 
Nails of Jesus, hold me 
Cross of Jesus, bind me 
Nails of Jesus, hold me 
 
Till I behold thee, unveiled 
Till I behold thee, unveiled 
Till I behold thee, unveiled 
In Thy glory 
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THE DISMISSAL 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

THE CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

The Officiant says 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN                    “Lift High the Cross”       G. Kitchin; M. Newbolt 

Chorus 
Lift high the cross, 
the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world 
adore his sacred name. 
 
Come, Christians, follow 
where the Savior trod, 
our King victorious, 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 
Chorus 
 
Led on their way 
By this triumphant sign 
The hosts of God 
In conquering ranks combine 
 
Chorus 
 
Set up thy throne 
That earth’s despair may cease 
Beneath the shadow 
Of its healing peace. 
 
Chorus 

 
For thy blest Cross,  
Which doth for all atone 
Creation’s praises 
Rise before thy throne 
 
Chorus 
 
All newborn servants 
of the Crucified 
bear on their brow 
the seal of Christ who died. 
 
O Lord, once lifted 
on the glorious tree, 
your death has brought us 
life eternally. 
 
Chorus 
 
So shall our song of 
triumph ever be: 
praise to the Cruci- 
-fied for victory. 
 
Chorus



THE EASTER BLESSING 

The officiant may give the following blessing, saying 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon us the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, 
make us holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the 
Redeemer, bring us to our eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, † the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon us 
and remain with us forever. Amen. 

 


	The Officiant says

