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Happy New Year! 
Advent marks the beginning of a new Church 

Year as we ready ourselves for the arrival of 

the King. It’s his story that we enter into and 

relive every year, a story the Church calls the 

Gospel of Jesus. It is this story of Jesus that we 

orient our hearts and lives around. And so it 

begins again: 

 The season of Advent, the King is near. 

 Christmas comes and the King is here. 

 The King is revealed at Epiphany. 

 But Lent turns His face toward Calvary. 

 With Eastertide, “The King is risen!” 

 At Pentecost, His Spirit given. 

As humans, we have desires for both change 

and permanence. We get bored with the same 

old thing, and yet we travel in well-worn 

grooves that mark a balance and rhythm to our 

lives. Oddly enough, we crave both novelty and 

security. That is how God has made us. 

 God has given us the seasons of the year 

to gratify these seemingly opposite needs of 

change and rhythm. So too God has given the 

Church the seasons of the Christian Year. C. S. 

Lewis writes,  

 “He gives them seasons, each season 

different yet every year the same, so that 

Spring is always felt as a novelty yet always 

as the recurrence of an immemorial theme. 

He gives them in His Church a spiritual 

year; they change from a fast to a feast, but 

it is the same feast as before.”  

So, each year, the seasons arrive: Spring, 

Summer, Fall, Winter. You can count on it. And 

yet, each Spring is a new Spring.  

 So it is in the Church Year: Advent, 

Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, 

the Ordinary Season. And yet each Advent is 

different than the year before.  

 As we participate in this new Church Year, 

let us be reminded that we are reenacting the 

life of our Lord and King in a new and fresh way 

throughout the familiar seasons.  

Ways to Observe Advent at All Saints 
During the season of Advent, we encourage you to join us as we 

anticipate Christ’s coming in the following ways.  

The Four Sundays of Advent 
Join us on the Sundays of December 1, 8, 15, and 22 for our 

normally scheduled services at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. Our liturgy will 

be noticeably more penitent as we prepare ourselves for the 

King’s arrival.  

Wednesday Noonday Eucharist 
Each Wednesday during Advent (December 4, 11, and 18) we will 

offer a noonday said Eucharistic service from 12:00 to 12:30 p.m.  

Healing Service 
Join us on Wednesday, December 4 at 6:00 p.m. as we offer 

healing pray for one another and our friends.  

Room in the Inn 
Join us on Wednesday, December 11 at 6:00 p.m. to help provide 

meals and shelter for our homeless guests from Area Relief 

Ministries. Sign up in the foyer. 

Gift for the Christ Child 
Participate in our annual “Gifts for the Christ Child” ministry project 

by signing up to purchase and wrap gifts for a local child (see 

page 6). 

Morning Prayer 
We continue to offer Morning Prayer every Thursday at All Saints 

from 8:10 to 8:40 a.m. (except on December 26). 

Evening Prayer 
Join the Vestry at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 17 for 

Evening Prayer.  
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Update on Church Planting 
Chris Pope 

Over the past year, Celeste and I have experienced the 

blessing of travel, some from obligation and some for 

enjoyment. Since moving to Jackson eight years ago, we 

have noticed two major changes in our travel experiences. 

First, it’s no fun flying anymore, although now I have an 

appreciation for how the animals on the Ark felt. The other, 

more positive change is we no longer have a problem 

finding an Anglican Church to attend on Sundays. There 

are now over 1,000 parishes in the ACNA—all of them 

established in the last 10 years and most within the last 

five! 

 In the past two years, we watched the church plant in 

Santa Monica go from one service with a hundred people 

to six services, with over 400 people attending a single 

service; furthermore, they just announced their own church 

plant last month. In Denver, we struggled deciding which of 

the nine Anglican churches to attend. We even had three 

choices in the San Francisco region! For those of us who 

travel frequently, this growth is one God’s great blessings. 

The Kingdom is growing! 

 We at All Saints believe we are called to grow the 

Kingdom. To be honest, we are an oasis of Anglicanism in 

West Tennessee. People travel from as far away as 

Corinth, MS and Dyersburg, TN just to be able to attend a 

liturgical church in our Anglican tradition. Like the ancient 

church, we should be reaching out to these communities, 

not the other way around. God willing, we will experience 

the same success as with our efforts as the ancient 

church’s disciples. 

 Recently, Barbara Reed, Kevin Vailes, and I had the 

opportunity to rub shoulders with the planters on the 

frontlines of this effort at ACNA’s Always Forward Church 

Planting Conference. As members of the All Saints Church 

Planting Catalyst Team, we went to learn how our Parish 

could become a successful planting parish. It was a great 

learning experience for all of us!   

 If I had to sum up parish church planting, I would say 

it’s like learning to ride a bicycle: terrifying at the start, 

difficult at first with guaranteed cuts and scrapes, but it gets 

easier every time you try. Right now, we are standing in 

front of our bicycle, looking at it with some trepidation 

Update on Property Development 
As we work and meet with various key players in the 

development of our property, we notice them inevitably 

making innocent comments like, “Remember that the 

ultimate goal in all this is to build a building,” or “At the end of 

the day, our goal is to build a building.” They mean no harm, 

of course, but we, as the church, have a responsibility to 

voice our reply: “With all due respect, building a building is 

not our ultimate goal; it’s to build the church, a people who 

share in the life of God for the life of the world.” Or at least 

we have a responsibility to remind ourselves of this in the 

midst of all the details and logistics entailed in such a project. 

A physical building is a means to an end. Let us never forget! 

 Nevertheless, there are still details and logistics to keep 

track of as we work to break ground on Phase 1 of our 

Mission Abbey. So where do things currently stand? With a 

goal to begin construction this Spring, here are some final 

hoops our teams are working to jump through.  

 First, we need to hire a General Contractor. We recently 

sent out Request for Proposals (RFPs) to about ten potential 

General Contractors, and expect to hear back from most of 

them by the end of the year. The Vestry along with the 

Construction Team will select about three of them for face-to-

face interviews, which will likely occur in mid-January. During 

this time, our Finance & Accounting Team will make their 

final decision on which bank will help us with our financing.  

 Once we hire the General Contractor, he will work with 

the bank to finalize a construction loan, and then the bank 

will secure a pre-construction appraisal, which usually takes 

3–5 weeks. The timing, then, should work out for things to 

start happening on our property sometime this Spring, 

depending on the weather, of course. In an ideal world, the 

building would be completed in a year’s time, but it is more 

likely to be completed in about 18 months or so from the day 

we break ground. 

 On the money side of things, our Vestry set the budget 

for our overall project at $3 million, which includes site 

development, the building itself, and its furnishings. 

Currently, we have raised in pledges a little over $1.4 million, 

and anticipate some additional pledges coming in over the 

next few months. To date, we have already received close to 

$200,000 from our pledge giving.  

 Our Finance & Accounting Team prepared budget 

continued on next page continued on next page 
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The Inquirers Home Group is a five-week introduction to the Anglican Tradition 

designed to assist those who’d like to learn more about Anglican history, 

theology, and practice. For those who choose, Inquirers is the first step toward 

confirmation when our bishop comes to All Saints on Sunday, April 19. The 

second step will be a five-week catechism class on Wednesdays during Lent. 

However, anyone desiring a refresher in Anglicanism is welcome to attend either 

Inquirers or the catechism class or both. The Inquirers Group begins on Sunday, 

January 19 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. You can sign up in the foyer. More details 

coming soon. 

mixed with the excitement of the 

prospect of success.  

 Over the next few months in the 

Crown, we will be providing more 

details about our specific efforts. As 

we begin to work in earnest, we will 

need more involvement from the 

members of the congregation. The 

Church Planting Catalyst Team is 

looking for folks with a little time (talent 

optional, no treasure required) to 

contribute toward the expansion of 

God’s Kingdom. Please contact me, 

any other team member, or a clergy if 

you feel called to join this great 

adventure! 

projections to ensure that we can 

handle our future debt service without 

limiting our current ministries. To 

secure the loan, according to our 

bylaws, the Vestry cannot encumber 

any part of our real estate without a 

vote from our parish members, in 

which 70% approval is needed. This 

vote is scheduled to be a part of this 

year’s Annual Parish Meeting on 

Wednesday, January 29.  

 These are exciting times as 

together we pursue the vision God 

has given us to become a Mission 

Abbey, a place where we as a 

community share in God’s life (abbey) 

for the life of the world (mission). And 

as we pursue this vision, we give 

thanks to God that we are even doing 

the work of a Mission Abbey now, as 

we stir up those ministries that will 

only blossom to full flower in the years 

to come as we build Christ’s Church 

and seek first God’s kingdom. 

continued from previous page 

continued from previous page 
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We are excited to announce that Jerry Kramer will be 

visiting All Saints the weekend of December 14–15. Jerry 

and Stacy Kramer are our diocesan missionaries who serve 

with Love for the Least (L4L), a movement born from the 

fifteen-year missionary work of its first field workers. Love 

for the Least has dozens of church partners in America from 

a broad range of traditions and thousands of believers who 

pray daily and invest in God’s kingdom. The mission of L4L 

is to share the compassion of Christ with an unreached 

world. Jerry and Stacy serve on the frontlines of some of 

the least reached areas in our world, including areas of 

Iraq. It is a privilege for our diocese, and us within it, to 

support these missionaries in their work. To learn more, 

be sure to attend Conversations à la Carte on Saturday, 

December 14 (see ad above)  Jerry, an Anglican priest, 

will also be preaching for us on December 15. 
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We had a great time on Wednesday, November 20 

hosting 11 guests for Room in the Inn, an emergency 

shelter program coordinated by Area Relief Ministries 

(ARM) here in Jackson. Many thanks to those who 

volunteered to serve. 

 Transportation  Rob Binkley, Jacob Collins, Fr. 

       Wes, John Reams, Jim Warmbrod 

 Dinner    Vicki Burch, Rita Davis, Len Diffee,            

       Sally Slack 

 Breakfast   Halina Warmbrod 

 Hosts     MaryGwyn Bowen, Jacob Collins, 

       Len Diffee, Fr. Wes, Natalie Gristy, 

       Lawson Gristy, Fr. Brian and  

       Treylyn, Halina Warmbrod,  

       Carrie Whaley, Jeff Wilcox 

 Overnight Guests Jacob Collins, Kevin Vailes, Jack 

       Waters 

 Cleanup    Jim and Loyanne Cope 

We will host Room in the Inn on Wednesday, December 

11. As always, there are numerous ways you can 

participate. See the signup sheet in the foyer on Sunday 

mornings.  

Honduras Mission 

The next mission to Honduras will be a medical mission 

on February 15—22. There is still a need for people to 

join us. We need two doctors or an FNP or PA,  a dentist, 

and people to help run the clinic and pharmacy which 

doesn’t require a trained medical professional. The only 

requirement is a desire to take the love of Jesus to the 

people of Honduras. We can easily train you and find 

something for you to do. As always, it will be life- 

changing week. If you have any interest, please speak to 

Jim Warmbrod or one of our priests. 

Our annual “Gifts for the Christ Child” tree, with names 

provided by the Salvation Army, is now up in the narthex. 

The final ingathering of gifts will be Sunday, December 

15. Be sure to sign up to provide gifts for a child. You 

may bring your gifts any time during that period. 

Supper of the Lamb on All Saints Day 
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Each year, our children help to lead the church in worship 

during their annual Christmas Eve Program. We sing Christmas 

carols, ring bells, and the children perform a chancel drama. 

This year, our children will be reciting the words of a famous 

poem and hymn, “Jesus Christ the Apple Tree” by Elizabeth 

Poston. 

 If you have never heard the carol, please take a moment and 

listen to the choir of King’s College perform it online. It is 

absolutely beautiful! 

 Now, here at All Saints, we will only be reciting the poem, so 

you can breathe easily. However, we would ask you as parents 

to help us prepare for our program by rehearsing “Jesus Christ 

the Apple Tree” a few times each week with your children 

leading up to the Christmas Program. Please use the text 

below.  

Jesus Christ the Apple Tree 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, 

Laden with fruit, and always green: 

The trees of nature fruitless be 

Compared with Christ the apple tree. 

His beauty doth all things excel: 

By faith I know, but ne'er can tell 

The glory which I now can see 

In Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

For happiness I long have sought, 

And pleasure dearly I have bought: 

I missed of all; but now I see 

'Tis found in Christ the apple tree. 

I'm weary with my former toil, 

Here I will sit and rest awhile: 

Under the shadow I will be 

of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 

It keeps my dying faith alive; 

Which makes my soul in haste to be 

With Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
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VESTRY 
HIGHLIGHTS 

November 19 

After spending time in prayer 

and recounting all the ways 

God has generously blessed 

All Saints, the Vestry heard 

regular reports from pastoral 

care and visitor connections. 

Bev Carr, our Finance Chair, 

then walked the Vestry 

through the process for 

forming the 2020 budget. Will 

Pinson and Jonathan Stewart 

gave updates on the 

development of our property 

and current bank 

conversations (see page 3). 

Jim Warmbrod announced 

that the Outreach Committee 

would be having their end-of-

the-year meeting soon. Time 

was then spent discussing 

various recommendations 

that had been made for the 

2020 Vestry, and how that 

process unfolds. Finally, the 

Vestry meeting concluded 

with Fr. Wes’ annual 

performance review, led by 

Jonathan Stewart. Continue 

to be in prayer for our Vestry, 

especially as we near electing 

new members.  

Christmas Flowers 

Each year, All Saints celebrates the tradition of donating flowers in 

thanksgiving or in memory of loved ones for our Christmas services. You 

may contribute toward the purchase of Christmas flowers by submitting a 

special form that may be found on the table in the foyer during Advent. Be 

sure to print clearly and list the appropriate dedication on your form. Make 

checks payable to All Saints and write “Christmas Flowers” in the memo 

line. Thanks in advance for making our Christmas celebration beautiful. 

Please turn in your form and check by Sunday, December 15. 

A few folks from All Saints are making plans to attend the Christian 

Healing Ministries’ School of Healing Prayer in Jacksonville, FL from 

January 30 to February 1. This training event provides a foundational, 

practical approach to becoming a prayer minister and/or developing a 

prayer ministry. This course offers a scriptural basis for God’s gift of 

healing prayer and teaches the student how to begin the journey of 

becoming an effective prayer minister. Registration cost is $325. Let Terry 

Blakley at 731-616-3048 know if you’re interested in attending. 
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T H E  S H O R T S  

Regency Bible Study  

Our monthly Bible Study at the 

Regency Retirement Center continues 

on the Tuesdays of December 10 and 

31 at 2:00 p.m. as we look at various 

women from the Bible. Feel free to join 

us! 

Thursday Morning Prayer 

Don’t forget that each Thursday at 8:10 

a.m. we gather for Morning Prayer at 

All Saints. Feel free to join us. 

However, there will be no Morning 

Prayer on Thursday, December 26 due 

to the holidays. 

Critical Prayer Chain 

If you ever have an urgent need that 

demands immediate prayer, call 

Barbara Reed at 865-659-5101 who 

manages the Critical Prayer Chain. 

You will soon have a number of people 

praying for your request. 

End of Year Giving 

Please have your final financial 

contributions for 2019 to the office by 

Monday, December 30 to qualify for 

tax deduction for this calendar year. 

Annual Parish Meeting 

This year our Annual Parish Meeting 

will occur on Wednesday, January 29 

at 6:00 p.m. as we spend time in 

prayer for our church’s future, elect 

new Vestry members, and present the 

2020 budget. 

Centering Prayer 

If you’d like to try the spiritual practice 

of centering prayer, a small group 

meets in Fr. Wes’ office every 

Thursday from 6:30–7:30 p.m. for 30 

minutes of centering prayer followed 

by 30 minutes of lectio divina on the 

upcoming Gospel reading for Sunday. 

Congratulations 

Congratulation to Will and Maddie 

Slack on the birth of their son, 

Grayson James Slack, as well as to 

Grayson’s proud grandparents, Billy 

and Sally Slack. 

Congratulations 

Congratulation to Jay and Katie 

Beavers as their daughter, Sylvia 

Rose, received the Sacrament of Holy 

Baptism on November 24 in Virginia, 

administered by Jay’s father. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

  2 Cindy Tang 

  4 Janet Brown 

  5 Lucy Beavers 

 Abbie Gristy 

 Brandon Moore 

  8 Daniel Roberts 

12 Brad Box 

14 John Reed 

17 Leah Atkins 

19 Cal Phillips 

 Hannah Vailes 

20 Marty Courcelle 

23 Lauren Insalaco 

 Brad Priester 

26  Charlie Blaschke 

 Daryl Chansuthus 

27 Katherine Cheshire 

 Sally Dabney 

 Taylor Laird 

30 Rob Binkley 

 Grace Ann House 

 Josiah Salazar 

31 Sylvia Beavers 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 9 Aaron and Keely Beasley 

 Julian and Sheila Williamson 

13 Lloyd and Lynn Tatum 

18   Brian and Amanda Larsen Wells 

21  David and Nan Thomas 

26 Jim and Halina Warmbrod 

28 Fr. Chuck and Gretchen Filiatreau 

 Sean and Diana Neel 

31 Jay and Katie Beavers 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is not 

listed above, please contact the church 

office at donna@allsaintsjackson.com 

or 660-2770. 

Ladies Koinonia in November 
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DECEMBER 1 1st Sunday of Advent 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

9:00 
10:45 

Barbara Reed, Nan Thomas 
Sally Swanson, Bev Carr 

LECTORS 9:00 
10:45 

Loyanne Cope, Daryl Chansuthus 
Steven Swanson, Kenn Carr 

ACOLYTE 9:00 
10:45 

Jacob Collins 
Joe Davis III 

USHERS 9:00 
10:45 

Loyanne Cope, Daryl Chansuthus 
Jane Garrety, Jim Warmbrod 

INTERCESSORS 9:00 
10:45 

Sheila Williamson, Terry Blakley 
Rebecca Edgren 

SOUND 9:00 
10:45 

X 
X 

CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH 

9:00 
10:45 

Melinda Pearson, Fr. Brian  
Fr. Brian  

DECEMBER 22 4th Sunday of Advent 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

9:00 
10:45 

Barbara Reed, Jeff Garrety 
Lloyd Tatum, X 

LECTORS 9:00 
10:45 

Nan Thomas, Cindy Jayne 
X, X 

ACOLYTE 9:00 
10:45 

X 
X 

USHERS 9:00 
10:45 

Chris Pope, Sheila Williamson 
X, X 

INTERCESSORS 9:00 
10:45 

Gary & Celecia Osborne 
X 

SOUND 9:00 
10:45 

X 
Joel Salazar 

CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH 

9:00 
10:45 

Fr. Brian & Amanda Larsen Wells 
Carrie Whaley, Fr. Brian 

DECEMBER 8 2nd Sunday of Advent 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

9:00 
10:45 

Jeff Garrety, David Nailling 
Sally Swanson, Lloyd Tatum 

LECTORS 9:00 
10:45 

Cindy Jayne, Greg Jordan 
X, Caroljeanne Phillips 

ACOLYTE 9:00 
10:45 

Chris Pope 
Joe Davis III 

USHERS 9:00 
10:45 

Greg & Melinda Jordan 
Lou & Marty Courcelle 

INTERCESSORS 9:00 
10:45 

Anna Messmer, Katherine Cheshire 
Lila Psungo 

SOUND 9:00 
10:45 

Samuel Sadler 
Joel Salazar 

CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH 

9:00 
 

10:45 

Michael & Anna Messmer 
Kevin & Liz Vailes 
X, X 

DECEMBER 15 3rd Sunday of Advent 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

9:00 
10:45 

X, X 
Tamerin Huelin, Bev Carr 

LECTORS 9:00 
10:45 

Joy Moore, Jeff Garrety 
Carrie Whaley, Aaron Beasley 

ACOLYTE 9:00 
10:45 

Wilbur Pope 
Scott Huelin 

USHERS 9:00 
10:45 

Chris Pope, Tom Brown 
Jim Warmbrod, Kenn Carr 

INTERCESSORS 9:00 
10:45 

Joy Moore, Terry Blakley 
X 

SOUND 9:00 
10:45 

Michael Messmer 
X 

CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH 

9:00 
10:45 

X, X 
Carrie Whaley, Fr. Brian 

DECEMBER SERVICE SCHEDULE 

DECEMBER 24 Christmas Eve–10:00 pm 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 Tamarin Huelin 

LECTORS  George Googe, Kenn Carr 

ACOLYTE  Scott Huelin 

USHERS  X, X 

SOUND  Aiden Psungo 

DECEMBER 29 First Sunday Of Christmas–10:00 am  

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 X, X 

LECTORS  Carrie Whaley, X 

ACOLYTE  Chris Pope 

USHERS  Wilbur Pope 

INTERCESSORS  Anna Messmer 

SOUND  X 
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EACH SUNDAY 

9:00 & 10:45 am  

 Holy Eucharist 

10:30 am & 12:15 pm 

 Fellowship 

EACH TUESDAY 

6:45 pm  

 Choir Rehearsal 

EACH THURSDAY 

8:10 am 

 Morning Prayer 

6:30 pm  

 Centering Prayer 

Clergy & Staff 

Rector || Fr. Wes Gristy 

Office Days: Monday to Thursday 

wes@allsaintsjackson.com 

Priest to Families || Fr. Brian Larsen Wells 

Office Days: Tuesday to Friday 

brian@allsaintsjackson.com 

Rector Emeritus || Fr. Chuck Filiatreau 

frchuck2846@gmail.com 

Licensed Catechist || Dr. Gary Osborne 

garywosborne@aol.com 

Music Director || Dr. Jordan Tang 

jcpptang@eplus.net 

Parish Administrator || Donna Taylor 

donna@allsaintsjackson.com 

Office Phone Number ||  (731) 660-2770 

 

All Saints Anglican Church 

212 McClellan Rd 

Jackson, TN 38305 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Vestry & Treasurer 

Rector’s Warden  

Jonathan Stewart 

Junior Warden 

Bev Carr—Finance Chairman 

Secretary  

Jay Beavers—Stewardship 

Melinda Jordan—Pastoral Care 

Taylor Laird—Visitor Connections 

Will Pinson—Building & Grounds 

Chris Pope—Church Planting 

Jim Warmbrod—Outreach 

Treasurer 

Ben Mehr (not on Vestry) 


