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Seeking and Sharing Treasure
Ryan Pflasterer
In Matthew 6 Jesus gives us an impossible
command: “Lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven.” But He also gives us a breathtaking
promise: “Seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added
to you.” Then later in that same passage Jesus
says, “You cannot serve God and money.” And
this is where the rubber really hits the road when
it comes to storing up treasures.
“Therefore,” since you cannot serve both
God and Money, “do not be anxious about your
life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor
about your body, what you will put on.” Jesus
wants us to see that the basic necessities of life
are like the add-ons (think by-products) of true
kingdom living. If we seek first His Kingdom and
His righteousness, then God’s provision for all of
our basic needs is a given. But it is important to
remember that God provides everything that all
of us need together as one Body in Christ.
In other words, God is providing for you,
exactly what we need. And the Lord’s provision
naturally comes to us as we become His
provision for others. He isn’t merely providing
each of us with what we need to get by as
individuals. He is providing each of us with
everything that all of us need. He is providing
everything we need to live together as the Body
of Christ, and to live abundantly!
If this is going to be our experience, we each
need to discipline ourselves to live on less than
what we have been given. So don’t treasure
money. Don’t treasure the resources God has
entrusted to you; treasure Christ — treasure His
Body. Hold your resources with an open hand
and use them up in order that all of us together
might seek and share the greatest Treasure.
On earth as it is in heaven!

FAQ about our Pledge-Based Budget
As a member or regular attender of All Saints, you are invited to
prayerfully consider what you will pledge financially to All Saints in
2020. We ask that you return your pledge forms to the church on
or before Sunday, November 24, which is our Pledge Ingathering
Day. Since this pledge-based budget is new for some people,
below are some of the more frequently asked questions (FAQ)
about how our system works.

What is the significance of asking the parish to pledge their
financial contributions for the upcoming year?
Most churches have their leadership determine each year’s
financial budget and then they ask the church to give to that
budget. We instead ask our people to prayerfully make financial
pledges for the upcoming year, the total of which becomes our
church’s budget. This approach takes seriously that the Spirit of
God is among the people of God, leading them to make these
decisions. The leadership then trusts the Spirit’s work among the
people by operating within those parameters.
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What happens if next year I am (we are) unable to meet the
amount of our pledge?
We understand that you cannot anticipate financial ups and downs
in your future, and so we understand that if something unexpected
occurs, you may fall short of (or go above) the pledge you made.
But we do ask that, all things considered, you make a pledge that
you anticipate fulfilling since our budget only works by counting on
that money. It is better to under-pledge and go over than to overpledge and go under. Do not pledge an amount that you know you
will not be able to reach.

Who will know the amount of my/our financial pledge?
Only Donna Taylor, our Parish Administrator, will know the amount
of your pledge. A few times a year, she will mail you statements of
your giving to help you keep track of your progress.

What if I/we do not feel comfortable making a pledge?
We realize that not everyone feels comfortable making a financial
pledge in advance for the upcoming year. While no one is required
to give according to this system, please keep in mind that the
amount of our annual budget is not based on non-pledge giving.

How should I/we determine the amount of my/our pledge?
The Old Testament model of the tithe (10% of one’s income)
provides an appropriate starting point for believers today, who,
according to the New Testament, should give regularly, generously,
sacrificially, and joyfully. Whatever your current level of giving, be
sure to make it a matter of family conversation and prayer, always
striving to follow the Scripture’s teaching and the Spirit’s leading.

Recommendations for
New Vestry Members
We are blessed each year to have such a
wonderful and servant-hearted Vestry. As
you know, the Vestry at All Saints consists
of eight members elected by the parish and
“vested” with the responsibility of making
administrative and budgetary decisions.
They are also responsible to work with the
clergy and staff in offering spiritual
leadership for our church.
Each year, four individuals roll off the
Vestry and four new members are elected
to serve a two-year term. The outgoing
Vestry members serve as the Nominating
Committee for those who will be elected by
the parish in January, and they would like
to hear from you.
If there is anyone whom you think would
make an excellent Vestry member and fits
the profile below, please recommend that
person to Jonathan Stewart, the Chair of
the Nominating Committee. The committee
will then meet at the end of the month to
decide upon four nominees. The other
members of the committee include Bev
Carr, Will Pinson, Jim Warmbrod, and Fr.
Wes.

Check Your Mailbox for Your Stewardship Letter
All members and regular attenders should have received a letter in
the mail introducing you to our annual stewardship season, which
began on Sunday, October 27. The letter asks you to prayerfully
consider what you will pledge to All Saints in 2020 in terms of your
time, talent, and treasure. As the Spirit leads you and your family in
these decisions, be sure to fill out the enclosed forms and turn them
into the church before or by our Pledge Ingathering, which will be
on Sunday, November 24. Extra letters and forms can be found in
the foyer.
Remember that All Saints forms its annual budget based on
these pledges, so please give these decisions your utmost
consideration, and also keep in mind that these pledges represent
only a portion of what it means to share for the life of the world.
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Profile of a Vestry Member
•

an involved member of All Saints

•

a humble servant with Christ-like character

•

collaborates and works well with others

•

a regular financial contributor to All Saints

•

age 18 or older

•

spouse not currently on the Vestry

•

areas of responsibility needed: finance
chair, building & grounds, outreach
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At All Saints, we like to emphasize the importance of the
Liturgical Calendar, not just because it is incredibly interesting
(it is!), but because observing the church calendar has the
potential to make us better followers of Christ.
The structure of the church calendar reminds Christians of
the life of Jesus and of the progression and realization of his
Kingdom among us. With each change of season, with each
feast, we have the opportunity to remind ourselves of the true
purpose of our lives, to love God and to love our neighbor.
We begin with Advent, the promise of Christ handed down
to the prophets, spoken through the angel Gabriel to
Zechariah, Elizabeth, and Joseph, and conceived by Spirit in
the womb of Mary. We long for the Incarnation, Immanuel,
“God with us,” and we reflect on both the depth of our need
for God and his response to that need.
During the 12 days of Christmastide, our longing gives
way to actuality, as we celebrate the birth of Christ and the
entrance of the King of Kings into the world around us! This
time of celebration continues through the Epiphany, the
revelation of Christ to the world through the testimony of the
magi, the witness of John the Baptist, and the miracle at the
wedding in Cana. The season of the Epiphany reminds us
that we as the church are to engage in the evangelistic work
of sharing the good news of Christ’s coming with everyone we
meet.
At the end of Epiphany, we observe the Feast of the
Transfiguration, the unveiling of Christ’s glory to his closest
disciples and, with it, Christ’s turn to Jerusalem and the
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cross. The Wednesday following, we begin the Season of
Lent, and over 40 days we walk with Christ to the
cross. And yet, the church looks beyond this sacrifice,
identifying its hope in the resurrection of Christ and feasting
for the 50 days of Eastertide to remind us of Christ’s
ultimate victory over death.
The proper response to Christ’s saving grace is
Kingdom building engagement with the world. So we follow
Easter with a season of activity. Even here, however, our
loving God does not cease to display his grace toward us,
giving us the Spirit at Pentecost to empower us for our
work.
In late November, we observe the last Sunday of the
church calendar with the Feast of Christ the King. This
feast is teleological, reminding us that, at the end of our
lives, we will present ourselves as humble servants to the
Lord of all, worshipping Him in His Kingdom come,
confessing together that Jesus Christ is King of all.
We cannot help but be inspired by this story, repeated
year after year after year. And yet there is so much we left
out—feasts of the saints and memorials of the martyrs,
Trinity Sunday, the Feast of the Annunciation, etc. If you
would like to learn more about the church calendar and its
significance for your Christian life, there are many
resources you can explore.
Order a church calendar at asbypublishing.com and
read about the church calendar in more detail:
•

The Circle of Seasons: Meeting God in the Church
Year by Kimberlee Conway Ireton

•

Living the Church Year: Time to Inhabit the Story of
God by Bobby Gross

•

Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality through the
Christian Year by Robert E. Webber

Live out the church calendar in community:
•

Let Us Keep the Feast: Living the Church Year at
Home edited by Jessica Snell

•

Sacred Ordinary Days: 2020 Liturgical Calendar Year
A (for the 2019-2020 Liturgical Year)

Room in the Inn is an emergency shelter program
coordinated by Area Relief Ministries (ARM) here in
Jackson. ARM partners with almost fifty local churches to
feed and shelter homeless men, especially during the
bitter cold winter months. This program is intended to
provide temporary relief for the homeless in the hope that
other housing and work programs will help move these
men toward development. Another winter season begins
this November, and All Saints has again committed to
serve about once a month. For the remainder of 2019, we
will host Room in the Inn on the Wednesdays of
November 20 and December 11. As always, there are
numerous ways you can participate. See the signup sheet
in the foyer on Sunday mornings.

How to Become a U. S. Citizen
On Thursday, November 21 at 6:00 p.m., All Saints
Immigration Services will host its second event for the
immigrant community: a conversation on “How to
Become a U. S. Citizen” led by the United States
Citizenship and Immigration Services. A representative
from the USCIS office will be at All Saints to explain the
process and answer questions that anyone might have
about the citizenship process. Join us if you can! We
are so excited to offer this free event to the community.

Honduras Mission
The next mission to Honduras will be a medical mission
on February 15—22. There is still a need for people to
join us. We need two doctors or an FNP or PA, a dentist,
and people to help run the clinic and pharmacy which
doesn’t require a trained medical professional. The only
requirement is a desire to take the love of Jesus to the
people of Honduras. We can easily train you and find
something for you to do. As always, it will be lifechanging week. If you have any interest, please speak to
Jim Warmbrod or one of our priests.

Our annual “Gifts for the Christ Child” Christmas tree,
with names provided by the Salvation Army, will be up
Sunday, November 24 in the narthex. The final
ingathering of gifts will be Sunday, December 15. Be
sure to sign up to provide gifts for a child. You may
bring your gifts any time during that period.
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A Note from the CASA
Executive Director
All Saints,

Madison County Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) is one of
the many local organizations All Saints financially supports through our
outreach budget. CASA helps children who are going through the
Madison County court and foster care systems by providing a trained
volunteer independent of the biological family, foster family, and the state
who can advocate for the child’s best interests. These advocates are
volunteers specially trained over the course of a 16-week program. There
are many ways you can help. First, you can pray for CASA’s staff,
volunteers, leadership board, and court relationships. You can donate to
CASA, as it costs approximately $850 a year to provide an advocate to a
child in the court and foster care systems. Finally, you can volunteer as
an advocate yourself and help to serve children directly! For more
information, call Hannah Snowden at (731) 427-5554.

Madison County CASA is so
thankful for your continued support
and generosity. Your generosity will
help CASA and our volunteers to
continue to advocate on behalf of
abused and neglected children in
Madison County. With your help we
are changing children’s lives and
their stories. In addition, it was an
absolute joy to spend time recently
with your youth.
Regards,
Hannah Snowden

Pics and Stats from Birth Choice Walk
On Saturday, October 5, All Saints participated in Birth
Choice’s annual Walk for Life with fifteen walkers (and a
dog)! Of the thirty churches that participated, All Saints
was the seventh overall in terms of money raised—$2,225!
Below are a few photos from the day. Thanks to everyone
who walked and made donations!

Melisande and Mike Rowe, and Fr. Chuck Filiatreau

Ally, Jeremy, and Charlie Blaschke
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Communal Discernment
for the Diaconate
God gifts the Church with deacons, priests, and bishops to
lead, serve, and equip the saints for works of ministry. But
how does one hear this calling? This is where communal
discernment comes in. Just because one feels a call to
ministry, does not mean that is the case. We believe that
the Spirit of God is among the people of God, and so any
call to ordination from God upon a person’s life is going to
come through the Church, which is why a period of
communal discernment precedes any green light given for
ordination.
About two years ago, conversations were had with four
people in our congregation about ordination to the
diaconate—some of these conversations being initiated by
the individual, some by our clergy. From these initial
conversations, consultation with our bishop, and times of
prayer and waiting, two aspirants emerged whom we
believed were ready to go through a formal discernment
process: Barbara Reed and Nancy Thomas.
In August of 2018, intensive discernment tracks were
created, tailored for each aspirant, and discernment teams
were formed. The results have been an incredibly fruitful
journey for both Barbara and Nan as together we have paid
attention to how the Spirit has been working in each of their
lives. We announced in August of 2019 that both teams feel
confident moving forward with the process toward possible
ordination. While additional steps are still needed, we
tentatively set an ordination date for April of 2020.
Over the last few months, as we have continued to
work together to discern God’s calling, Nan Thomas has
decided at this time to take a step back from the process,
and possibly revisit it sometime in the future. As so many
people have been praying for her and speaking into her life,
this is a decision the community and Nan feel at peace
making. We thank God for his guidance and work in Nan’s
life over the last two years and ask that you continue to
pray for her and her ministry. Barbara Reed will continue
with the process as we look toward possible ordination in
April. Please keep her in your prayers as well.
We celebrate how God uses the Church to reveal his
will and calling to his people. Too often we individualize our
relationship with God, discounting or ignoring the voice of
God spoken through his people. Communal discernment is
a gift to the Church, not only when facing the question of
ordination, but any decision of consequence in life. Praise
the Lord! He desires to guide each of us through the
Church!

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS
October 15
After reflecting on Mark 1:14-39 and
opening with prayer, the regular reports
for Visitor Connections and Pastoral
Care were given by Taylor Laird and
Melinda Jordan, respectively. Jonathan
Stewart then distributed the annual
Rector performance evaluation, which
will be reviewed at the next meeting.
The process for electing our next class
of Vestry members was reviewed, as
Jonathan Stewart will serve as the chair
for the Nominating Committee. Vestry
Recommendations from the parish will
be solicited beginning in November (see
page 3 for more information). The
Vestry then brainstormed what would be
helpful to include in the next Instructed
Eucharist that was held on October 20.
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1

THE SHORTS

Amanda Larsen Wells

2

Weston Gristy

3

Kyna Dettman

5

Bev Carr
Chelsy Crawford
James Crawford

8

Will Pinson

9

Jean Diffee

10

Mike Salazar

Regency Bible Study

Holy Baptism Service

Our monthly Bible Study at the
Regency Retirement Center continues
on the Tuesdays of November 12 and
26 at 2:00 p.m. as we look at various
women from the Bible. Feel free to join
us!

On Sunday, November 24 during the
9:00 am service, James Adam
Crawford will receive the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism. Please make plans to
support this family and renew your
own baptismal covenant.

Thursday Morning Prayer

Critical Prayer Chain

21

Don’t forget that each Thursday at 8:10
we gather for Morning Prayer at All
Saints. Feel free to join us. However,
there will be no Morning Prayer on
Thursday, November 28 due to the
holiday.

If you ever have an urgent need that
demands immediate prayer, call
Barbara Reed at 865-659-5101 who
manages the Critical Prayer Chain.
You will soon have a number of
people praying for your request.

23

Nate Salazar

24

Wendy Williams

Thank You Note from
the Guthries

Centering Prayer

“To our family at All Saints, Thank you
for your love and support in sending us
off to South Carolina. You all have
been a wonderful church family and we
will miss you very much. We have
been blessed by your many words of
encouragement and by your generous
love offering as we transition to a new
home and ministry at the Anglican
Church of the Holy Trinity. Peace of
Christ.”

Thank You Note from
Celeste Pope

“My family so appreciate all the loving
thoughts, cards, and prayers of our All
Saints family as we grieve the loss of
my mother, Alexa Power, who died
peacefully on October 10. It has given
us great peace and comfort. Love in
Christ.”

If you’d like to try the spiritual practice
of centering prayer, a small group
meets in Fr. Wes’ office every
Thursday from 6:30–7:30 p.m. for 30
minutes of centering prayer followed
by 30 minutes of lectio divina.

Thank You to Supper of the
Lamb Helpers
The Supper of the Lamb was a great
success this year, in no small part to
the work of many amazing
volunteers! Thank you Chelsy
Crawford for leading the decorating
team, and thanks to all of her helpers:
Sally Swanson, Rita Davis, and Janet
Brown. Thanks to the team who
helped to set up tables, especially
Steven Swanson, Jack Waters, and
Jacob Collins. Thanks to Melinda and
Greg Jordan for helping with
hospitality. And thank you everyone
for bringing food and helping to
welcome our JACOA friends!
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Andrew Scheck
14

Anne Ross
Lizzy Salazar

18

David Nailling
Jim Warmbrod

20

Christian Larsen Wells
John Larsen Wells

25

Lupe Mitchell

Nita Mehr
Joanna Priester

26

James Laird

28

Mason Nordtvedt

29

Lou Courcelle

30

Melinda Pearson
Oliver Pinson
Lloyd Tatum

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
1

Phil and Debbie Colgrove
Jason and Rachel Strandquist

11

Marcelo and Lila Psungo

15

Will and Megan Pinson

17

Billy and Sally Slack

20

Jeremy and Ally Blaschke

24

Len Diffee and Terry Blakley

If your birthday or anniversary isn’t
listed, please contact the church office
at donna@allsaintsjackson.com or

NOVEMBER SERVICE SCHEDULE
NOV 3

21st Sunday after Pentecost

NOV 10

22nd Sunday after Pentecost

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

9:00
10:45

Barbara Reed, Jonathan Stewart
Tamarin Huelin

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

9:00 Sally Slack, Jeff Garrety
10:45 David Nailling, Bev Carr

LECTORS

9:00
10:45

Mike Insalaco, Luke Sower
Barbara Reed, Jeffrey Wilcox

LECTORS

9:00 Daryl Chansuthus, X
10:45 Caroljeanne Phillips, Kenn Carr

ACOLYTE

9:00
10:45

X,
Scott Huelin

ACOLYTE

9:00 X
10:45 X

USHERS

9:00
10:45

Greg & Melinda Jordan
X, X

USHERS

9:00 Daryl Chansuthus, Terry Blakley
10:45 Jim Warmbrod, X

INTERCESSORS

9:00
10:45

Terry Blakley, Shannon Stewart
X

INTERCESSORS

9:00 Sheila Williamson, Kat Cheshire
10:45 X

SOUND

9:00
10:45

X
X

SOUND

9:00 X
10:45 X

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH

9:00

Melinda Pearson, X
X, X
X, X
X, X

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH

9:00

X, X
X, X
10:45 X, X
X, X

NOV 24

Christ the King Sunday

10:45

NOV 17

23rd Sunday after Pentecost

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

9:00
10:45

Sally Slack, Lloyd Tatum
Tamarin Huelin, Sally Swanson

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

9:00
10:45

Barbara Reed, Jeff Garrety
Bev Carr, Sally Swanson

LECTORS

9:00
10:45

Rachel Strandquist, Jeff Garrety
Caitlin Roach, Kenn Carr

LECTORS

9:00
10:45

Joy Moore, Daryl Chansuthus
Barbara Reed, Lila Psungo

ACOLYTE

9:00
10:45

Chris Pope
Scott Huelin

ACOLYTE

9:00
10:45

X
X

USHERS

9:00
10:45

Len Diffee, Terry Blakley

USHERS

9:00
10:45

Chris Pope, Daryl Chansuthus
Jim Warmbrod, Kenn Carr

INTERCESSORS

9:00
10:45

Anna Messmer, Joy Moore
Stephanie Traylor

INTERCESSORS

9:00
10:45

Terry Blakley, Sheila Williamson
X

SOUND

9:00
10:45

X
X

SOUND

9:00
10:45

X
Aiden Psungo

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH

9:00

X, X
X, X
X, X
X, X

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH

9:00

X, X
Sally Slack, X
X, X
X, X

10:45

10:45

MINISTRY CHAMPIONS
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
lloydtatum1@yahoo.com

Lloyd Tatum

LECTORS
stevenswanson528@gmail.com

Steven Swanson

ACOLYTES
kmvailes@yahoo.com

Kevin Vailes

USHERS
Billslack@aol.com

Billy Slack

If you see a vacant place of service on the schedule
above and would like to serve in that capacity,
please contact the Ministry Champion listed here
or email Donna at donna@allsaintsjackson.com.
If you are on the schedule to serve and cannot,
please find a replacement and let the church office
know by Wednesday.

INTERCESSORS
SOUND
AidenPsungo@gmail.com

Aiden Psungo

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
brian@allsaintsjackson.com

Fr. Brian Larsen Wells
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NOVEMBER 2019

EACH SUNDAY

Clergy & Staff

Vestry & Treasurer

Rector || Fr. Wes Gristy
Office Days: Monday to Thursday
wes@allsaintsjackson.com

Rector’s Warden
Jonathan Stewart

9:00 & 10:45 am
Holy Eucharist

Junior Warden
Bev Carr—Finance Chairman

10:30 am & 12:15 pm
Fellowship

Secretary
Jay Beavers—Stewardship

EACH TUESDAY

Priest to Families || Fr. Brian Larsen Wells
Office Days: Tuesday to Friday
brian@allsaintsjackson.com
Rector Emeritus || Fr. Chuck Filiatreau
frchuck2846@gmail.com
Licensed Catechist || Dr. Gary Osborne
garywosborne@aol.com
Music Director || Dr. Jordan Tang
jcpptang@eplus.net
Parish Administrator || Donna Taylor
donna@allsaintsjackson.com
Office Phone Number || (731) 660-2770

All Saints Anglican Church
212 McClellan Rd
Jackson, TN 38305

Melinda Jordan—Pastoral Care
Taylor Laird—Visitor Connections
Will Pinson—Building & Grounds
Chris Pope—Church Planting
Jim Warmbrod—Outreach
Treasurer
Ben Mehr (not on Vestry)

6:45 pm
Choir Rehearsal

EACH THURSDAY
8:10 am
Morning Prayer
6:30 pm
Centering Prayer

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

