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Life at All Saints during COVID

sharing in the life of God
for the life of the world

Life at All Saints during COVID
During this time of pandemic, as we experience a massive
amount of change and uncertainty, and as many feel as if
we are a scattered and bewildered church, we must remind
ourselves that our mission remains the same: to share in
the life of God for the life of the world. Deepening our life in
the Trinity, our devotion to Jesus and his kingdom, our love
for God and our neighbor—this is what we’re always about
come rain or shine!
But what does this look like in such a time as this? What
can we do as a church during this unique season to remain
faithful to our calling? We believe that now is the time to
give ourselves more fully to those central parts of our life
with God—those things we are always called to practice,
the essentials that stand at the heart of our faith:
relationships, prayer, and worship.
Yes, the Christian life is broader than these three
practices, but it is nothing less. As we endure this time of
hardship, no matter one’s particular set of struggles, this is
a path we can all walk along together. Therefore, we are
calling each member of All Saints to commit to the following
three spiritual practices as the baseline for our life with God:

Some people will pray Compline with their spouses before bed
each night, while others will go through Morning Prayer alone
(though never really alone, for they are always praying with the
whole Church). Some will do their best to have family devotions
at home, while others will pray daily over the phone with a
friend. Some will participate in a Zoom call for Morning Prayer,
while others will immerse themselves each day in the Psalms.
There are numerous opportunities to pray with others. On
pages 5—6, we list some ways we will try to offer help.

JOIN A GROUP
Instead of offering our usual series of pastorates for the fall
and spring, we plan to provide a variety of different types of
small groups throughout the year. Some will start soon,
others will start later. Some will meet outdoors, others over
Zoom. Some will require preparation, others not. Some will
meet for a few weeks, others for months. Some will focus
more on care and connection, others on study. But all of
these groups will prioritize relationships that offer
encouragement, love, and hope for our journey ahead.
We join a group because the Christian life cannot be
lived alone, because we are saved in and for community. In
the months to come, make group participation a priority.
Stay committed to your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ
while we will do our best to offer a variety of different group
options (see pages 3—5).

WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS
Due to the fact that indoor gatherings are a high-risk
environment for the transmission of the coronavirus, our
Sunday services have changed dramatically: less fellowship,
smaller crowds, social distancing, required masks, no singing
or Eucharist, etc. We also offer a live feed of the 9:00 am
service so those in our vulnerable population can remain home
and still participate in our common worship. Unfortunately, this
set of circumstances has created the temptation for some to
participate less and less in Sunday worship. To combat this, we
must remind ourselves that our weekly time of worship, even if
diminished due to COVID, is central to our life with God and
one another. We must not allow this pandemic to make our
Sunday gatherings optional. Especially during times like these,
it is vital for one’s faith to gather with the saints each Sunday
for worship—whether in person, online, or as a family at home.

PRAY WITH OTHERS
Prayer is the heartbeat of both a person’s spiritual life and a
church’s vibrancy; like a central furnace, it connects and
energizes all other ministries. Central to the Anglican
tradition is our common prayer, that is, praying with
others—others in our family, in our church, in our world, and
throughout history. Praying with others will look differently
for each person, but it is a necessary practice to grow in
love for God and neighbor.

+++
What might these practices look like for you and your family?
While everyone is in a different place due to this pandemic, we
believe that together we can continue to share in the life of God
for the life of the world by walking along this path together.
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Wonderers Bible Study
Sundays from 5:00 to 5:30 pm
Facilitator: Fr. Brian Larsen Wells
Location: via Zoom
Our students ages 9—12 are invited to join a weekly Zoom call for
fellowship and Bible study. Currently, we are exploring the early
stories of the Old Testament. Contact Fr. Brian if you’d like to be
on the invite list.

Listening to Our Neighbor
Sundays from 8:30 to 9:30 pm
Facilitator: Fr. Brian Larsen Wells
Location: via Zoom
Listening to Our Neighbor is a series of various book clubs
designed to foster conversations around race, bigotry, and
healing. The next book on the docket is Stamped: Racism,
Antiracism, and You by Ibram X. Kendi and Jason Reynolds.
Contact Fr. Brian if you'd like to learn more or participate.

Small Steps into the Prayer Book
Tuesdays beginning August 25 from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
Facilitator: Fr. Wes Gristy
Location: via Zoom
Are there ways to start small when it comes to using the Prayer
Book for devotional use? What are some first steps for someone
unfamiliar with the Daily Office and its Lectionary? How might
you utilize the Prayer Book for families with small children?
Contact Fr. Wes to join this Midday Prayer group to learn more.

Exodus (Precept Bible Study)
Thursdays beginning August 27 from 9:00 to 11:30 am
Facilitator: Denise Matthews
Location: via Zoom
Join us for this weekly study through the book of Exodus that
features the Precept Inductive Bible Study Method. Email Denise
at nissishope@gmail.com or call her at 731-343-2108. If you
would like to order a copy of the workbook, the cost is $30.
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Letters to Malcolm: Chiefly on Prayer
Beginning in September
Facilitator: Nan Thomas
Location: TBD
This book club will read and discuss C. S. Lewis’ fictitious
collection of letters in which he ruminates on the nature of
prayer—what it is, how it works, and how it should be practiced.
Contact Nan at nthomas@uu.edu if you’re interested, and then a
start date, time, and location will be determined.

Lectionary Reflections: Matthew
Wednesdays beginning Sept 2 from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
Facilitator: Fr. Wes Gristy
Location: via Zoom
This group plans to discuss our Daily Office Lectionary readings
that will come from Matthew’s Gospel during September through
mid-October. Contact Fr. Wes if you’d like to participate.

The Sermon on the Mount
Sundays beginning September 13 from 8:00 to 8:45 am
Facilitator: Fr. Brian Larsen Wells
Location: TBD
Hyperbole, strict code of ethic, or some virtuous medium between
the two? Join us Sunday mornings in the fall as we explore Jesus’
great theological gift to humankind. Contact Fr. Brian if you’d like
to participate.

The Book of Revelation
Wednesdays beginning September 16 at 6:30 pm
Facilitator: Fr. Wes Gristy
Location: All Saints (with a Zoom feed)
During these times of national and global upheaval, what might
the bizarre book of Revelation have to say to us a followers of
Jesus? Join this weekly study as we explore Revelation and listen
for what the Spirit might be teaching us. Contact Fr. Wes to join.

How to Study the Bible
Thursdays beginning September 17 at 6:30 pm
Facilitator: Caroljeanne Phillips
Location: via Zoom
In this group, we will learn a simple and yet systematic Bible
study method based on the concept that the Bible is its own best
explanation. Contact Caroljeanne at cj@eplus.net to sign up.
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Grief Share
Thursdays beginning September 17 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Facilitator: Carrie Whaley
Location: TBD
Grief Share is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk
alongside you through one of life’s most difficult experiences.
You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. Contact
Carrie Whaley at whaletales@outlook.com if you’d like to join.

More Groups to Come
If none of these groups is of interest to you, that’s okay, because
we hope to at least double these offerings over the next few
months. We are already in conversations with some of you about
starting up a new group of your own. Because most groups will
likely be on the smaller side, we will need to offer more groups
than normal to reach our people. If you have an idea, or are
interested in facilitating some type of group—book club, support,
study, care, etc.—please let Fr. Wes or Fr. Brian know. We
believe that nurturing intentional relationships with one another
through these groups is essential during this time.

Morning Prayer
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:00 to 8:30 am
Officiants: Fr. Brian (Tues) / Fr. Wes (Thursday)
Location: via Zoom
Join a small group of folks who meet weekly via Zoom on
Tuesdays and/or Thursdays to go through Morning Prayer
together. Contact either Fr. Brian or Fr. Wes to receive invite links.
Wednesdays beginning September 2 at 6:30 am
Officiant: Kevin Vailes
Location: All Saints
For our early risers, contact Kevin Vailes at kmvailes@yahoo.com
if you are interested in meeting at the church with face masks
each Wednesday at 6:30 am for Morning Prayer.
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Midday Prayer
Tuesdays beginning August 25 from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
Officiant: Fr. Wes
Location: via Zoom
Join this group not only to practice Midday Prayer together each
week, but also to discuss ways to begin slowly utilizing the Book
of Common Prayer for devotional and family use. Contact Fr.
Wes if you’re interested.

Children’s Prayer & Conversation
Wednesdays beginning August 26 at 12:00 pm
Officiant: Fr. Brian
Location: via Facebook Live
All kids are welcome to join us at noon on Wednesdays for
children’s prayer and a conversation on the life of Jesus. If you
are unable to be present at this time of day because of school or
other obligations, you can view the stream at a different time on
Fr. Brian’s Facebook Page.

Retreat at a Distance
Saturday, September 19 from 8:30 to 11:30 am
Facilitator: Nan Thomas
Location: All Saints
Join us for a morning a part for a guided silent retreat. We will
spread out on the church grounds and spend time in the prayers
of our Book of Common Prayer and the Scriptures in order to
listen to God and deepen our assurance of his love.

More Opportunities to Come
If none of these prayer opportunities works for you, that’s okay.
We hope to offer more soon. More importantly, we hope that you
will take it upon yourself to pray with others in whatever way
works best for you and your family. And if there’s a prayer group
or event that you’d like to help get started, please let Fr. Wes or
Fr. Brian know. We believe that praying together is essential
during this time.
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Sunday Services

What about Eucharist?

We continue to offer two Morning Prayer services
at 9:00 and 10:30 am on Sundays. For those who
choose to stay home, we hope you will join a live
feed of the 9:00 am service and follow along with
the copy of the bulletin that is provided via email
and on our website. For those on the live feed, we
unmute all the participants after the recessional for
those who would like to say “hello” and catch up
with one another.
Our regathering guidelines continue to be in
place, the essentials of which are listed below:

We all grieve not being able to participate in the Eucharist
on Sundays together. We hope this can be a time when
other means of grace are heightened in our lives, when new
senses are developed for encountering God beyond the
great Sacrament.
However, if at any point you and your family would like to
schedule a private communion, Fr. Wes and Fr. Brian are
happy to make arrangements. We also intend to offer
periodic outdoor Eucharistic services in the months to come.
Our next one will be a special outdoor Baptism & Eucharist
service on Wednesday, August 19 at 7:00 pm at Rob and
Lynn Binkley’s house (99 Gracelyn Dr), weather permitting.
Some lawn chairs are provided, or you can bring your own.

•

Households sit together, keeping six feet of
distance from others, and masks continue to
be required inside the building.

•

Since the nursery and Children’s Church
are not yet offered, please do your best to
keep your children close at all times.

•

At this point, there is still no singing in the
service, though after the service we typically
go outside to sing the doxology together.

These restrictions will continue at least through
Labor Day weekend, when they will once again be
reassessed. It is likely, however, that this may be
our new normal for the foreseeable future.

Two Unique Baptisms
We are excited that both Ben Matthews and Jason
Strandquist will receive the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism on Wednesday, August 19 (see above). Both
of these baptisms are unique. As Anglicans, we
receive as valid all baptisms from other Christian
traditions that were administered “in the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”
However, if someone was baptized only “in the name
of Jesus,” that could be an indication of a nonTrinitarian tradition. Sure enough, Ben Matthews was
baptized as a child in a Oneness Pentecostal church,
which does not affirm the doctrine of the Trinity. Upon

learning about this Anglican practice, Ben inquired and
agreed that he needed to make this right.
Jason, on the other hand, recently learned that he had
not been baptized as an infant as he had always believed,
but that the ceremony was more like a baby dedication. So
just to be sure, we will be administering to Jason what is
known as “Conditional Baptism” (see BCP19, 173), which
uses the words, “If you are not already baptized, I baptize
you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.”
We hope that you will join us this day as we celebrate
the baptisms of both Ben and Jason.
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In an effort to connect our children in a safe way
over the next few months, we are trying two
initiatives that we hope will bless your family.
The first will be a Virtual Blessing of the
Backpacks. We blessed backpacks and prayed for
our children, teachers, administrators, coaches, and
support staff on Sunday, August 9. We did not do
this as a zoom call, but each family was encouraged
to pray together at their own home with their own
children. If you were unable to participate, please
email me and I will send tags to your home for each
of your children and instructions for the prayer
service and blessing. There is something powerful
about praying together as we get ready to return to
school.

The second effort is a Children’s Pen Pal
Project. Zoom and social media, we have found
over the past few months, are tools which can be
only so useful for young children. So, when new
ways fail, long-tested ways may prove the best
path forward. And what better way could there be
to connect our children safely with one another
than through cards, letters, and/or drawings sent
via post to friends! If this sounds like a project in
which you and your children would like to
participate, please let us know. I will put together a
list of participants and then connect each student
with an appropriate pen pal in the weeks ahead.
Please note before you commit that I do ask that
anyone who joins this project would be willing to
send two letters/cards/drawings in the mail each
month, one on the 1st of the month and one on the
15th of the month. We will try to begin our pen pal
program in September.
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
4
5
7
10
11

Caitlin Roach
Liam Williams
Landon Preston
Steven Swanson
Corey Insalaco
Nan Thomas
Tom Brown
Donald Jordan
Stacy Preston
Lily Roberts
Keri Salazar
Diana Neel
Rachelle Carraher
Weston Box
Rebecca Edgren
Jeremy Blaschke
Moses Roberts
Asa McCarty
Harper Nordtvedt
Bill Ross
Caleb Atkins
Anna-Caroline Moore
Brittany Sower
Judy Doyle
Sheila Kirkpatrick
Julia Nailling
Elaine Humphreys
Eliza Crawford
Christopher Framer, Jr.
Gretchen Filiatreau
Mary Larsen Wells
Tamarin Huelin
Aiden Psungo

12

APPROVED!
We are so excited to share that
All Saints, along with Lynn
Binkley and Stacy Preston, have
received accreditation from the
Department of Justice to provide
legal aid to immigrants in
Tennessee! As many of you
already know, we have been
working towards this goal for the
last two years and are finally
able to open our Immigration
Services here at All Saints. What
a gift during this hard season for
our community and the world!
We
do
have
several
administrative
and
logistical
tasks to do before we officially
accept our first client, but Lynn
and Stacy will be working to
open very soon. Stay tuned to
hear about more opportunities
that you can be involved,
volunteer, or support us as we
move forward. We will be sharing
more specific ways in the
coming months. Also, we ask for
your prayers as we are not only
opening up a new ministry for All
Saints Anglican Church, but
doing so during a time with many
challenges due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Thank you for your
support, prayers, and desire to
help the least of these among us
here in West Tennessee.

14
17
18
19
22
23

24
25
26
27
29
30

31

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
2
4
7
8
14
18
20
23

Greg and Melinda Jordan
Brad and Joanna Priester
Bill and Pat Ashley
Tommy and Gail Hedgepeth
Jordan and Cynthia Tang
Fr. Wes and Abbie Gristy
Butch and Kay Shearin
Andrew and Lauren Scheck
Corey and Lauren Insalaco
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3
4
6
7
9

12
14

15
18
22
25

26
28
30

Donna Taylor
Katie Beavers
Marshall Box
Annie Preston
Joe Davis III
Maddie Slack
Jeff Garrety
Elizabeth Nordtvedt
Sean Roberts
Zach Creasy
George Googe
David Knack
Adelaide Stewart
Stella Stewart
Jack Waters
Lawson Gristy
Adam Pipkin
Audrey Larsen Wells
Carey Larsen Wells
Len Diffee
Butch Shearin
Leslie Creasy
Becky Googe
Miles Pinson
Mike Rowe
Jane Garrety
Natalie Gristy
Anne Pipkin
Gail Hedgepeth

SEPTEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
17

Bruce and Vicki Burch

If your birthday or anniversary isn’t
listed, please contact the church office
at donna@allsaintsjackson.com or
660-2770.
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AUGUST 2020
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SEPTEMBER 2020

Clergy & Staff

Vestry & Treasurer

EACH SUNDAY

Rector || Fr. Wes Gristy
Office Days: Monday to Thursday
wes@allsaintsjackson.com

Rector’s Warden
Chris Pope—Church Planting

9:00 & 10:30 am
Morning Prayer

Junior Warden
Lloyd Tatum—Finance Chairman

5:00 pm
Wonderers’ Video Call

Secretary
Jay Beavers—Stewardship

8:30 pm
Listening to Our Neighbor

Priest to Families || Fr. Brian Larsen Wells
Office Days: Tuesday to Friday
brian@allsaintsjackson.com
Rector Emeritus || Fr. Chuck Filiatreau
frchuck2846@gmail.com

Lynn Binkley—Outreach

Licensed Catechist || Dr. Gary Osborne
garywosborne@aol.com

Melinda Jordan—Pastoral Care

Music Director || Dr. Jordan Tang
jcpptang@eplus.net

Joy Moore—Building & Grounds

Parish Administrator || Donna Taylor
donna@allsaintsjackson.com
(731) 660-2770
info@allsaintsjackson.com
www.allsaintsjackson.com

All Saints Anglican Church
212 McClellan Rd
Jackson, TN 38305

Taylor Laird—Visitor Connections

EACH TUESDAY
8:00 am
Video Morning Prayer

Steven Swanson—Prayer

EACH THURSDAY

Treasurer
Ben Mehr (not on Vestry)

8:00 am
Video Morning Prayer

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

