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Cultivating the Ground
Before Breaking Ground
Fr. Wes Gristy
For our fifteenth year as a church, 2019 was a big one! Much of our
energy this year was given toward our Mission Abbey vision. As we
dream about the church God would have us become, especially
lived out on the 10 acres at 212 McClellan Road, we continue to be
guided by our desire to be a people who share in the life of God for
the life of the world. Developing a “Mission Abbey” is an outgrowth
of that desire.
As we’ve said many times, the word “Abbey” speaks to a
community devoted to the contemplative tradition, spiritual
formation, immersion in Scripture, and rhythms of rest, worship, and
prayer—“sharing in the life of God.” The word “Mission” speaks to a
community devoted to action, equipping one another for ministry,
and working together to make an impact on the world around us—
“for the life of the world.”
The year began in January with the presentation of our master
site plan for our 10-acre campus to become this Mission Abbey.
Also in that month, our Church Planting Catalyst Team held a forum
to share how our future church planting efforts are an integral part
of our vision.
This led us to take the season of Lent as an opportunity for
communal prayer and discernment. Over 100 adults participated in
a Lenten Pastorate where together we reflected upon how God has
been working in the story of All Saints—both past and present.
Then we turned our attention to the future and imagined what kind
of roles we might inhabit as we develop our Mission Abbey, how we
might be faithful stewards of this property, what ministries we would
serve in, and what financial commitments we would make as these
dreams become a reality.
By the fall of 2019, we were ready to make specific plans around
the dreams that were stirred up during our Season of Discernment.
To do so, we invited the church to participate in our Mission Abbey
Pastorates, small groups designed to water the seeds that had
already been planted in the hearts of our people. Many of you
studied, strategized, and looked for practical ways to stir up what
God is doing among us. This process truly reminded us that we are
not building a Mission Abbey so that we can become something we
have not already been, but that we might grow into more of what
God has already created us to be.
As our people met, planned, and prayed together, lots of ideas
and proposals bubbled up to the surface in areas like healing
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ministry, the life of the mind, rhythms of prayer, and
church planting, just to name a few. These
proposals are currently being tweaked, and we are
excited to announce that at this year’s Annual
Parish Meeting, representatives from each Mission
Abbey Pastorate will share them with the parish.
Together we can consider how these proposals
might be integrated into the life of All Saints in the
months and years to come.
It’s not uncommon for someone to ask, “When
are we going to break ground on the new building?”
Lord willing, we hope to do so sometime this
Spring. But as 2020 begins, our more immediate
concern is to cultivate the ground before we break
ground, remembering that our ultimate aim is to
build God’s kingdom, and that all of this cultivating
will nourish the ground from which our ministry and
work together will grow.
Let us be a Mission Abbey before we build one.
Let us continue to be the church before we build a
new church building. I can’t wait to see what 2020
has in store for us!

Each year the entire church gathers for a parish meeting
to reflect upon what God has done in the previous year
and to anticipate the next. This meeting includes the
presentation of the 2020 budget, the election of new
Vestry members, and the Annual Parish Report for 2019.
This year we will also vote on whether to encumber our
current real estate so that we can secure a loan for the
building of phase one of our Mission Abbey. We will meet
Wednesday, January 29 at 6:00 p.m. and frame our time
together with Evening Prayer.
As it pertains to Vestry members, according to the
bylaws of our church, members of the Vestry serve a
term of two years. Each year, those outgoing members
of the Vestry serve as the Nominating Committee for new
members to be elected at the Annual Parish Meeting.
After receiving recommendations from the parish, the
Committee, chaired by Jonathan Stewart, submits the
following candidates for election.

developed a campus roastery, designed a second shop in
the university’s new library, trained and managed dozens of
baristas, and hosted many musicians. Along with this work,
she has taught writing courses in the English department.
More recently, she has begun working as the Assistant
Director for the Honors Community. She came to All Saints in
2014 and was confirmed that November. For leisure, Joy
enjoys writing, reading, spending time with her family in Little
Rock, and traveling to places with mountains to hike and/or
great architecture and art to see.

Vestry Nominees for 2020
Lynn Binkley has been married to Rob for thirty-three
years, and they have six wonderful children, two terrific
sons-in-law, and three precious grandchildren. Their
oldest daughter, Rachel, lives with her husband, Nathan,
and children, Josiah and Anna Clare, in Jackson; their
son, Aubrey, lives in Nashville; their daughter, Tansil,
and her husband, Casey, and daughter, Gina Lynn, live
in Hendersonville; their son, Travis, just graduated from
Union and lives in Jackson; and their sons, Hayes and
Tad, are in college in east Tennessee at Lee and
Covenant, respectively. Lynn grew up living all over the
U.S. and overseas as an Air Force “brat.” She and Rob
fell in love in law school, and she practiced law for eight
years before retiring to stay at home with their growing
family. As one who’s been a foreigner and a stranger,
she is thankful for the opportunity to help with our
immigration services. She loves spending time with her
family, encouraging others, playing games, and fishing,
even recently learning to fly fish in Colorado.

Steven Swanson grew up in Southern California (yes, that
can happen!). He is a retired Presbyterian minister with
degrees in theology from Fuller Seminary and Princeton
Seminary, as well as a doctorate in Old Testament Studies
from the University of Edinburgh. He also retired last year
after thirty-one years of teaching high school math, most
recently at USJ. He is involved in All Saints’ prayer and
healing ministries, sings in the choir, attends Bible studies,
and helps out where he can. Steven has been married to
Sally for seven years, and has two grown children and three
grandchildren. He recently completed the Tennessee
Extension Master Gardener program because he enjoys
working in the dirt.
Lloyd Tatum was one of five children raised in Henderson,
TN. He graduated from Rhodes College and Cumberland
School of Law, Samford University. He has practiced law in
Henderson since 1986. He and his wife Lynn have four
children. Lloyd was on the founding board of All Saints. He
has previously served as a Vestry member and presently
serves as the LEM Ministry Champion, a Stewardship Team
member, and a choir member. In his spare time Lloyd is a
student of World War II, golfer, and sports fan.

Joy Moore moved to Jackson in 2007 for a position at
Union University that quickly reshaped after the tornado
of 2008. In her time there, she has helped start the
university’s first coffee shop and music and arts venue,
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Ladies Koinonia plans to start out 2020
with a book study on Lysa Terkeurst’s It’s
Not Supposed to be this Way. Lysa is the
president of Proverbs 31 Ministries and
filled with amazing biblical insight.
We will meet on the second Sunday of
each month from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at 32
Country Club Cove, the home of Sheila
Williamson. We will enjoy fellowship, watch
the book’s video, and then divide into small
groups to discuss. Feel free to invite ladies
outside of All Saints. Signup in the foyer or
with the connection tab. The following is a
summary of the book:
What do you do when God’s timing
seems
questionable,
his
lack
of
intervention hurtful, and his promises
doubtful? Life often looks so very different
than we hoped or expected. Some events
may simply catch us off guard for a
moment, but others shatter us completely.
We feel disappointed and disillusioned,
and we quietly start to wonder about the
reality of God’s goodness. Lysa TerKeurst
understands this deeply. But she’s also
discovered that our disappointments can
be the divine appointments our souls need
to radically encounter God. In It's Not
Supposed to Be This Way, Lysa invites us

into her own journey of faith and, with grit, vulnerability, and honest
humor, helps us to:
•

Stop being pulled into the anxiety of disappointment by
discovering how to better process unmet expectations and
other painful situations.

•

Train ourselves to recognize the three strategies of the enemy
so we can stand strong and persevere through unsettling
relationships and uncertain outcomes.

•

Discover the secret of being steadfast and not panicking when
God actually does give us more than we can handle.

•

Shift our suspicion that God is cruel or unfair to the biblical
assurance that God is protecting and preparing us.

•

Know how to encourage a friend and help her navigate hard
realities with real help from God's truth.

The Inquirers Home Group is a five-week
introduction to the Anglican Tradition designed to
assist those who’d like to learn more about Anglican
history, theology, and practice. For those who
choose, Inquirers is the first step toward confirmation
when our bishop comes to All Saints on Sunday,
April 19. The second step will be a five-week
catechism class on Wednesdays during Lent.
However, anyone desiring a refresher in Anglicanism
is welcome to attend either Inquirers or the
catechism class or both. The Inquirers Group begins
on Sunday, January 19 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Signup in the foyer.
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Chris Pope
One of the biggest mistakes churches make when planting
churches is planting for the wrong reasons. Ultimately, there
is only one reason to plant churches: to grow God’s
Kingdom. From the outset, we at All Saints have been
focused on church planting with that mission in mind.
Sometimes, when I am reflecting on all the blessings I
have in life, I shudder when I consider where I would be in
this world without my church and church family. Knowing
God is with me, even at my lowest points in life, is so
consoling. Knowing my church family is always present is
comforting. During this season, I make a special effort to
pray for those who haven’t received the blessing of a church
to call their own and those who have lost touch with God’s
plan.
Just because All Saints is pursuing church planting does
not relieve us from growing the church today and every
day. If we are to become a successful Planting Church
tomorrow, we must have “growing the kingdom” written on
our hearts today. We should want everyone to experience a
church family. If we are really going to be generous
Christians, we must share our faith. So ask someone to
church and you may discover you are a planter too.
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OUTREACH MINISTRIES

Room in the Inn
We had a great time on December 11 hosting 11 guests for
Room in the Inn, an emergency shelter program coordinated
by Area Relief Ministries (ARM) here in Jackson. Many
thanks to all those who volunteered to serve:
Transportation

Rob Binkley, Fr. Wes Gristy,
John Reams, Jim Warmbrod

Dinner

Terry Blakley, Rita Davis, Len Diffee,
Melinda Jordan, Halina Warmbrod

Breakfast

Butch Shearin

Hosts

Rita Davis, Joe Davis III, Len Diffee,
Fr. Wes and children, Melinda Jordan,
Jason Strandquist, Jim and Halina
Warmbrod, Carrie Whaley

Decorations

Halina Warmbrod

Overnight Hosts Jacob Collins, Jack Waters,
Jeff Wilcox
Clean Up

Jim and Loyanne Cope

We will host Room in the Inn again on Wednesday, January
15, As always, there are numerous ways to participate. See
the signup sheet in the foyer on Sunday mornings.

Pill Packing Sunday
Join us on Wednesday, January 22 at 6:00 p.m. to help
pack pills for the February 15–22 mission to Honduras.
This is an important way for you to participate in our
ministry partnership with the LAMB Institute in Honduras
(see the article to the right).
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The LAMB Institute is a Christ-centered,
multifaceted ministry based in Tegucigalpa,
Honduras. The people of the LAMB Institute seek to
share the hope found in Christ Jesus as they care
for, educate, protect, and empower those suffering
extreme poverty, abuse, and exploitation in
Honduras. LAMB was founded in 1999 by lifelong
missionary, Suzy McCall, as a training school for
Hondurans called to world mission.
Today, LAMB operates an elementary school for
children in one of the most violent and poverty
stricken areas of Tegucigalpa, a large youth
outreach program, a growing microcredit program
with over 300 small business owners, a safe house
for victims of human trafficking, multiple community
programs, and a residential home outside the city
for over 70 children who came from situations
of abuse and neglect.
All Saints supports the LAMB Institute and our
missionaries to Honduras, Suzy McCall and
Amanda Scott, through financial giving, pastoral
support, our annual mission to Honduras in June,
and our pill packing and medical relief efforts.
Let us know if you would like to travel to
Honduras to participate in our next mission on June
10–19 by contacting Jim Warmbrod or Fr. Brian.
The only requirement is a desire to take the love of
Jesus to the people of Honduras. If you want to
help, there is work to be done. To learn more, there
will be an informational meeting on Tuesday,
January 14 at 6:30 p.m. at the church.
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VESTRY
HIGHLIGHTS
December 17

After

a

time

of

reflection and prayer,
our December Vestry
meeting began with
the presentation and
approval of the 2020

A few folks from All Saints are making plans to attend the Christian Healing
Ministries’ School of Healing Prayer in Jacksonville, FL from January 30 to
February 1. This training event provides a foundational, practical approach
to becoming a prayer minister and/or developing a prayer ministry. This
course offers a scriptural basis for God’s gift of healing prayer and teaches
the student how to begin the journey of becoming an effective prayer
minister. Registration cost is $325. Let Terry Blakley at 731-616-3048 know
if you’re interested in attending.

budget, led by the
Finance Chair, Bev

Precept Bible Study

Carr. The budget for

Denise Matthews will be leading a
Precept Bible Study on the Gospel of
John, chapters 12–21. You do not
need to have taken Part 1 or 2.
Precept Bible Studies are in-depth,
verse-by-verse inductive studies of the
Bible. The class will meet every
Thursday for twelve weeks beginning
January 9 from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. at
Northside United Methodist. For more
information,
contact
Denise
at
nissishope@gmail.com or 343-2108.

2020 was approved
unanimously and will
be presented to the
parish at our Annual

Parish

Meeting

on

Wednesday, January
29 at 6:00 p.m. (see
page

3

for

more

details).

Vestry

meeting

evaluations

were then distributed,
completed,

and

collected so they can
be reviewed at the
next

meeting

January.
continue

in

Please
to

be

in

prayer for our Vestry.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

THE SHORTS

3

Eden Roberts

8

Carole Beitz

10

Linda Hayes

13

William Richards
Stephanie Traylor
Liz Vailes

14

Regency Bible Study

Centering Prayer

Our monthly Bible Study at the Regency
continues another year with a new
study on Tuesdays, January 14 at 2:00
p.m. Feel free to join us!

If you’d like to try the spiritual practice
of centering prayer, a small group
meets in Fr. Wes’ office every
Thursday from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. for
thirty minutes of centering prayer
followed by thirty minutes of lectio
divina on the upcoming Gospel
reading for Sunday.

Thursday Morning Prayer
Don’t forget that each Thursday at 8:10
we gather for Morning Prayer at All
Saints. Feel free to join us.

Christmas Decorations
A huge “thank you” goes to Fr. Chuck
and his team for all their time and effort
in decorating the church for Christmas:
Celeste Pope, Jason Strandquist, Sally
Slack, and Mike Rowe. Greenery from
their yards was also provided by Tanya
Wright, Sally Slack, and Fr. Chuck. The
entire presentation was absolutely
beautiful!

Gifts for the Christ Child
Special thanks goes to Gretchen
Filiatreau for coordinating all the details
that made All Saints’ participation in
Gifts for Christ Child possible. Thanks
also goes to Marty Courcelle and Kay
Shearin for helping to account for all the
gifts, and to those who delivered the
gifts to Salvation Army: Will Pinson,
Adam Pipkin, Chris Pope, Landon
Preston, and Jim Warmbrod.

Gary Osborne
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Greg Jordan

17

Charleyn Reviere

18

Sarah Carraher

19

Melisande Rowe

20

Eli Preston

22

Ben House

25

Caleb Salazar

26

Tad Binkley

27

Caroline Bagley
Jill DuVal

Critical Prayer Chain
If you ever have an urgent need that
demands immediate prayer, call
Barbara Reed at (865) 659-5101 who
manages the Critical Prayer Chain.
You will soon have a number of
people praying for your request.

Carla McCarty

Jordan Tang
28

Abigail Neel

29

Megan Pinson

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
3

Rob and Lynn Binkley
Michael and Anna Messmer

Advent Collages
Thank you to Marygwyn Bowen, Lila
Psungo, Aiden Psungo, Loyanne
Cope,
Amanda
Insalaco,
the
Messmers, the Stanfills, the Pipkins,
and the Larsen Wells for the Collages
that decorated the Nave for Advent.
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18

Earle and Alice Sloan

20

Carl and Jean Diffee

24 Rusty and Charleyn Reviere
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed,
please contact the church office at 660-2770
or donna@allsaintsjackson.com.

JANUARY SERVICE SCHEDULE
JANUARY 5

The Second Sunday after Christmas Day

JANUARY 12

First Sunday after Epiphany

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

9:00
10:45

Barbara Reed, David Nailling
Tamarin Huelin, Sally Swanson

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

9:00 Jeff Garrety, Nan Thomas
10:45 David Nailling, Bev Carr

LECTORS

9:00
10:45

Jeff Garrety, Mike Insalaco
Barbara Reed, Steven Swanson

LECTORS

9:00 David Thomas, Cindy Jayne
10:45 Loyanne Cope, Caroljeanne Phillips

ACOLYTE

9:00
10:45

X
Scott Huelin

ACOLYTE

9:00 X
10:45 X

USHERS

9:00
10:45

Chris & Wilbur Pope
Jim Warmbrod, Kenn Carr

USHERS

9:00 Terry Blakley, Leonard Diffee
10:45 Jason & Rachel Strandquist

INTERCESSORS

9:00
10:45

Sheila Williamson
Rebecca Edgren

INTERCESSORS

9:00 Gary Osborne, Nan Thomas
10:45 Shannon Stewart, Stephanie Traylor

SOUND

9:00
10:45

Celeste Pope
Jay Beavers

SOUND

9:00 Samuel Sadler
10:45 X

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH

9:00

X, X
Michael & Anna Messmer
Jonathan & Shannon Stewart
X, X

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH

9:00

10:45

JANUARY 19

Second Sunday after Epiphany

JANUARY 26

X, X
X, X
10:45 X, X
X, X

Third Sunday after Epiphany

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

9:00
10:45

X, X
Tamarin Huelin, Sally Swanson

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

9:00
10:45

Barbara Reed, Jeff Garrety
Lloyd Tatum, Jonathan Stewart

LECTORS

9:00
10:45

Rachel &, Jason Strandquist
Scott Huelin, Carrie Whaley

LECTORS

9:00
10:45

Cindy Jayne, Steven Swanson
Barbara Reed, Kenn Carr

ACOLYTE

9:00
10:45

Chris Pope
Jeremy Huelin

ACOLYTE

9:00
10:45

Jacob Collins
X

USHERS

9:00
10:45

Tom Brown, X
Jim Warmbrod, X

USHERS

9:00
10:45

Terry Blakley, Leonard Diffee
Jim Warmbrod, Janet Garrety

INTERCESSORS

9:00
10:45

Janet Brown
Rebecca Edgren, Caitlin Roach

INTERCESSORS

9:00
10:45

Anna Messmer, Sheila Williamson
Stephanie Traylor

SOUND

9:00
10:45

Celeste Pope
X

SOUND

9:00
10:45

X
Joel Salazar

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH

9:00

X, X
X, X
X, X
X, X

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH

9:00

X, X
X, X
X, X
X, X

10:45

10:45

MINISTRY CHAMPIONS
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Lloyd Tatum

LECTORS

Steven Swanson

ACOLYTES

Kevin Vailes

USHERS

Sheila Williamson

INTERCESSORS

Janet Brown

SOUND

Aiden Psungo

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

Fr. Brian Larsen Wells

If you are on the schedule to serve and cannot, please
find a replacement and let the church office know by
noon on Wednesday.
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Clergy & Staff

Vestry & Treasurer

Rector || Fr. Wes Gristy
Office Days: Monday to Thursday
wes@allsaintsjackson.com

Rector’s Warden
Jonathan Stewart

Priest to Families || Fr. Brian Larsen Wells
Office Days: Tuesday to Friday
brian@allsaintsjackson.com
Rector Emeritus || Fr. Chuck Filiatreau
frchuck2846@gmail.com
Licensed Catechist || Dr. Gary Osborne
garywosborne@aol.com
Music Director || Dr. Jordan Tang
jcpptang@eplus.net
Parish Administrator || Donna Taylor
donna@allsaintsjackson.com

EACH SUNDAY
9:00 & 10:45 am
Holy Eucharist

Junior Warden
Bev Carr—Finance Chairman

10:30 am & 11:45 pm
Fellowship

Secretary
David Thomas

EACH TUESDAY

Janet Brown—Visitor Care
Grace Ann House—Pastoral Care
Kim Howerton—Stewardship
Robin Salyers—Outreach
Will Pinson—Building & Grounds
Treasurer
Ben Mehr (not on vestry)

6:45 pm
Choir Rehearsal

EACH THURSDAY
8:10 am
Morning Prayer
6:30 pm
Centering Prayer

(731) 660-2770
info@allsaintsjackson.com
www.allsaintsjackson.com

All Saints Anglican Church
212 McClellan Rd
Jackson, TN 38305
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