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sharing in the life of God 

                   for the life of the world 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

 where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

 where there is injury, pardon; 

 where there is discord, unity; 

 where there is error, truth; 

 where there is doubt, faith; 

 where there is despair, hope; 

 where there is darkness, light; 

 where there is sadness, joy. 

O divine Master, grant that I may seek not so much to 

be consoled as to console, to be understood as to 

understand, to be loved as to love.  

For it is in the giving that we receive, it is in pardoning 

that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are 

born to eternal life.  

Amen. 

~ St. Francis of Assisi 
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Slowly but Surely, We Regather 
On the Day of Pentecost, May 31, we finally began 

the slow process of regathering as a church for 

corporate worship. For the next month or so, we are 

offering three said Morning Prayer services (no 

Eucharist) at 8:30, 9:45, and 11:00 a.m. So far, 

things have gone extremely well, as those who 

decided to regather have been diligent to observe 

our initial guidelines for regathering that were put in 

place (see our website to view these guidelines). A 

live feed of the 9:45 service is also being provided 

online for those who choose to remain home at this 

time. Many of our restrictions will ease in the 

months to come, but we will still inevitably be 

experiencing a “new normal” for longer than any of 

us would like. Let us together, then, prepare our 

hearts so that this new reality will neither dampen 

our spirits nor cool our passion for Christ and his 

Kingdom. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
As these are such unusual times, questions 

inevitably continue to arise about our regathering 

plan. Here are some of the more common questions 

being asked along with our attempt to help clarify.  

Why can’t we simply ask people to decide for 

themselves whether or not they will wear a 

mask? We decided from the beginning that Jesus’ 

command “to love your neighbor as yourself” would 

drive our decision making. While one person might 

feel safe not wearing a mask, others will feel unsafe 

seeing people nearby not wearing masks. We 

choose, then, to love those around us by wearing a 

mask. Remember that wearing a mask isn’t 

primarily about protecting the one wearing it, but 

protecting others. It has been estimated that up to 

80% of people who contracted the coronavirus were 

infected by someone who didn’t even know they 

had it. (Plus, our bishop is requiring all his churches 

to wear masks for now.) 

What if my children refuse to wear masks or 

they play around with them so much it’s 

distracting? We understand how unusual this is for 

young children. If they are able to wear masks properly, that’s 

great. If it becomes too much of a challenge, please don’t let that 

hinder you from attending. Simply keep your child close to you at 

all times. 

Why can’t we go ahead and ease many of these restrictions 

since the coronavirus will be with us for a long time, and 

especially since the infection numbers in Madison County 

are relatively low? It’s true that we are choosing to move slowly 

as we begin to regather. Part of the reason for us doing so is 

because it helps create a new culture for gathering together that 

will be with us for months to come. We did not want to rush into 

things not knowing how quickly our people would be ready to 

regather. As we take things slowly, this will assist everyone in 

catching on to the “new normal” that awaits us. 

Are the restrooms completely closed? No, not at all. We are 

asking people to plan ahead to minimize the use of our 

restrooms, but they are open and available if needed. 

Can we improve the quality of the 9:45 video feed? We were 

able to improve the audio quality so those at home can clearly 

follow along with the service; however, we do not intend to create 

a slick online video that creates the “feel” of actually being 

present at the service. This is only a temporary measure to keep 

people connected to our services while also making them “feel” 

that something significant is missing when physically absent. 

When will we offer Holy Eucharist again? We are tentatively 

planning to have Sunday Holy Eucharist services again beginning 

in August. In the meantime, Private Communion in the Nave is 

available by appointment. 
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Lament Service 
From the global pandemic caused by the coronavirus to the racial 

unrest in our country, there is so much to lament in our day. 

Thankfully, God invites us to cry out to him in our pain. Jesus says, 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” Our 

Morning Prayer services on Sunday, June 21 will give us all the 

opportunity to join the groanings of this world and present them to 

God. We invite you to join us. 

 

Journey through the Life of Paul 
Beginning Tuesday, June 23, an online video group will be offered to 

journey through the life of Paul by reading N. T. Wright’s biography 

on the apostle. Wright’s book gives attention to the essence of Paul’s 

life and the huge impact upon Christianity he achieved. The group will 

meet weekly through the summer via video on Tuesdays at 11:30 am. 

Email Fr. Wes or contact the church office if you’d like to join. 

 

Eucharist on the Grounds 
We hope to offer an outdoor Eucharistic service one Wednesday 

evening at 7:00 in the summer, perhaps June 17, 24, or July 1. Be on 

the lookout for an email notifying you of this service. The date will 

depend on the weather and current virus conditions. Keep in mind 

that you can also make an appointment with one of our priests to 

have Private Communion in the Nave.  
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Leah Atkins graduated from Union University with a 

degree in History and University Honors on May 

16. She will be attending the University of Oregon in 

the Fall, where she will receive her MA in 

Classics. Her favorite memory during her time at All 

Saints was taking over the church on Youth Sunday 

in 2015. Leah, just so you know, that is some of our 

favorite memories, as well! 

Jay Beavers, while not a graduate, received the 

Howard Newell Award for Innovative Teaching from 

Union University. Well done, Jay! 

Ally Blaschke graduated from Union University on 

May 16 with her Masters of Science in Biology. Ally 

plans to teach secondary or post-secondary biology 

courses with her degree. She says of All Saints that 

her fondest memories include worshipping together 

joyfully on Easter Sundays. Great job, Ally! 

Miller Boyd graduated from the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus High School on May 23, serving there as 

Symphony Ambassador, a member of the Leadership 

University, receiving the Broadcast Award, and 

playing center on the school’s eight-man football 

team (the team even went on to win the eight-man 

football national championship). Miller will be 

attending Middle Tennessee State University in the 

Fall to study Film and Broadcasting. 

Jacob Collins graduated on May 16 from Union 

University, receiving a degree in Biblical Languages 

and Philosophy, as well as University Honors. While 

at Union, Jacob served on the Debate Team and the 

Honors Student Association. He plans to begin an 

Masters of Divinity this Fall at Beeson Divinity 

School. One of his favorite meetings was the 

experiences he had in the Pastorate on Celtic 

Christianity at Greg and Melinda Jordan’s home. 

Grace Creasy graduated from Sacred Heart of Jesus 

High School with honors on May 23. Grace will be 

attending Christian Brothers University in the Fall, 

where she will major in mathematics and minor in 

political science. She plans to become a lawyer. Her 

favorite memories at All Saints include attending 

Project Acts with the youth group. 

David Knack will be graduating from Louisiana State 

University at Shreveport with an MBA and 

specialization in Entrepreneurship and Family 

Enterprise on September 1. He officially started an 

insurance agency in downtown Jackson with 

American National Insurance this month and is 

currently open for business! Congratulations, David! 

James Laird graduated from USJ High School and 

plans to attend Mississippi State in the Fall as a pre-

med student. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zachary Neel will graduate from the Augustine 

School on June 12 as valedictorian of his class and 

the prefect of his house (in Zachary words, “think 

Harry Potter”). Zachary was selected to attend 

Tennessee Governor’s School in Computational 

Physics. In the Fall, he will be attending Purdue 

University on a Presidential Scholarship to study 

Computer Engineering. Zachary shares that he has 

always loved listening to the string quartets that All 

Saints enlists for its festival services. Us, too, 

Zachary! 

Aiden Psungo will be graduating from the University 

of Memphis this December with a degree in 

Professional Studies. He has served on the National 

Society of Leadership and Success, and he hopes to 

continue his studies of musicology at the University of 

Memphis once completing his Bachelor’s 

Degree. Aiden fondly remembers his time of 

community service at Project Acts while a member of 

the Youth Group. We are incredibly proud of Aiden 

and his service as our Youth Intern for the past two 

years! 
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Davis Revelle will be graduating Summa 

Cum Laude and with Honors 

Distinction from the Augustine School on 

June 12. During his time at the Augustine 

School, he participated for three separate 

years on the Tennessee All Northwest 

Honor’s Choir. Davis plans to attend the 

University at Tennessee at Knoxville in 

the Fall, where he will major in 

Aerospace engineering. Davis recalls his 

fondest moments at All Saints as the 

Midnight Christmas Eve Services and the 

feeling of community that they build 

within the church. 

Isaiah Salazar graduated from 

Vanderbilt University this past month, 

and has plans to attend graduate school 

in the Fall. 

Lillie Salazar graduated from Union 

University this Spring, winning the Helen 

Blythe Creative Writing Award for her 

achievements at the school! We wish you 

all the best in the future, Lillie! 

Brittany Sower graduated Summa Cum 

Laude from Union University this past 

December with a double major in Applied 

Linguistics and Spanish. She also won 

the award in applied linguistics.  Brittany 

plans to work while Luke obtains his Law 

degree, after which she will pursue a MA 

in Speech Pathology.  We want to 

mention that Brittany has served as our 

Youth Intern for the past twelve months, 

and we are infinitely sad to see her go, 

though we look forward expectantly to all 

that she and Luke will accomplish in the 

future! 

Luke Sower graduated from Union 

University Summa Cum Laude with 

University Honors this May. He also 

received the James Baggett Award in 

History, his selected major. Luke will begin classes this fall at the 

Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University, 

where he is receiving a full scholarship. Luke shares that his favorite 

memory at All Saints was last year’s Supper of the Lamb. It was such 

a wonderful time of community with the whole parish all eating 

together as one. 

Sammie Stewart graduated from Madison Academic this past May, 

and she has plans to join the Armed Forces in the near future. Thank 

you for your willingness to serve our country selflessly, Sammie! 

Sally Swanson recently graduated from Loyola University in 

Chicago’s Institute of Pastoral Studies with an MA in Christian 

Spirituality and a Concentration in Spiritual Direction. While in 

attendance, Sally participated as a member of the Alpha Sigma Nu 

Honor Society of Jesuit Universities. In the future, she plans to offer 

spiritual direction while continuing to serve at All Saints. Sally also 

hopes to spend more time working in her garden now that the degree 

is done! Of All Saints, she says, “A wonderful gift was exploring 

spiritual formation with a small team at All Saints through study, 

reflection, and prayer over the past academic year, as were the 

regular supervision meetings with Fr. Wes. Working together in these 

ways made my contextual education experience especially valuable. 

I am grateful to God for the opportunity to learn, grow, and change 

over the five years I’ve been studying. I thank Steven for making it all 

possible through his support, encouragement, and partnership.” 

George Tatum graduated from Covenant College in May of this 

year, with a degree in History and Education. He has so enjoyed his 

time at Covenant that he has decided to reenroll in this Summer in 

pursuit of his Masters degree in Education. George writes that his 

fondest memory of the past years at All Saints was his participation 

in the Youth Group each Sunday night in High School. 

Lindy Tatum graduated from Freed-Hardeman University this past 

month. She will soon be moving to Knoxville to pursue a career as a 

Tennis Instructor. Best of luck, Lindy! 
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A Letter from Fr. Brian 

Dear friends, 

Let me start with a confession. This is a difficult 

time to be a family minister, when, for the good of 

the Family, our church must continue to exercise 

great care in our interactions with one another. It is 

even harder when so many among us are hurting 

and in need of care, when I so desperately long to 

be with each of you. Loneliness, conflict, injustice, 

fear, sickness, racism, and anger have all reared 

their heads, demanding changes of us and 

impacting not only our parish family but our 

individual families as well. Like many of you, I have 

had to explain some very heavy, deeply troubling 

things to my children over the last 3 months. 

 So let me say, above all, that I love you. You 

and your children matter to me. You are on my 

heart and in my prayers. And I long to give you all 

the back-logged hugs that I would have given you 

over the past months had things not been as they 

are, to share all the laughs and the smiles that we 

would have enjoyed together, and to cry with one 

another all the tears that we would have shed for 

our world. This, after all, is what families do 

together. It is what makes our family a family, being 

there for one another when times are hard and 

when times are good. 

 But, as it seems we will need to ease slowly 

back into that communal life and in the immediate 

future continue to exercise caution when interacting 

with one another in order to love one another well, 

what does all of this mean for our family ministries? 

 For the time being, we will continue to keep the 

nursery and children’s church closed, as we 

attempt to protect our children from infection.   

 That said, we as a church will actively endeavor 

to disciple our young people during this time. I 

encourage all of you to spend time daily sharing 

stories from the Gospel and the old and New 

Testaments with your children, to pray with them 

regularly, to listen to them and answer their 

questions honestly and appropriately, and to 

encourage them even more so than you would 

regularly do so. I know, this can be hard to do, with 

the close quarters and the familial tension that it 

brings.  I am struggling, too.  But keep working at 

it!   

 To aid in your children’s Biblical instruction, I 

plan to share a children’s conversation every 

Wednesday at 12:00 pm on my Facebook feed. We 

will continue, also, to email you weekly suggestions 

for leading prayer services at home with your family 

on Sundays. If you would like to be included in 

these emails, please let me know. Additionally, we 

will begin again on Sunday, June 7 to offer Zoom 

Bible Studies each week at 5:00 pm for our 

Wonderers, those children ages 9-12. 

 During the Summer, we would typically begin 

organizing many of our volunteers to help us 

conduct our Creative Arts Camp. And, while we 

unfortunately cannot do this in person, we are 

inviting all of our children ages 5-12 to join in a very 

special Creative Arts program that they enjoy safely 

at home with online instruction from myself and 

some of the talented members of our Jackson 

community! 

 This year’s Creative Arts “Camp in a Box” will be 

called, “The World Around Us,” and it is being 

organized by Marcy Autrey (a Jackson native and a 

member of City Fellowship) and the team at Love 

Sings Louder.  I hope you and your family will 

consider joining us (online) for it!  
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JUNE 22—25 

Children’s Creative Arts “Camp in a Box” 

“The World Around Us” 
 

In this camp for ages 5—12, children will explore beauty in natural 

fibers, flowers, animals, using creation as inspiration for their own 

creativity. 

 

To Register 

• Anytime before Monday, June 15th, log onto  

      https://www.lovesingslouder.com/register/theworldaroundus 

• Be sure to note that you are participating with All Saints 
Anglican Church 

• You can also contact Fr. Brian if you or a friend needs any 
help registering or paying for the camp fees. 

Cost 

• The cost is $65.00 per child, for a week’s worth of supplies 
and online instruction. 

• The church can help to subsidize some or all of this cost if 
help is needed!  Do not let cost keep you and your children 
from participating. 

Includes 

• A curated box of art goodies centered around the camp theme 
(these can be mailed to your home or picked up at Marcy 
Autrey’s home on Monday, June 22) 

• All the supplies needed for the set projects 

• Accompanying online instructor videos 

• Biblical Lessons with Fr. Brian each day of the Camp via 
Facebook Live. 

• Participation in a private Facebook community for camp 
parents to engage with the group during the week of camp. 

 

A percentage of all ART [in a box] CAMP proceeds will go to 
TrueLight Childcare Project.  
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Join a Video Call This Summer 
Throughout the summer, we continue to offer 

various online video groups. You are always free to 

join one any time. 

Wonderers—For children ages 9–12, have a 

parent email Fr. Brian to join a video call Sundays 

at 5:00 pm.  

College Check-In—For college students, email Fr. 

Brian to join a video call Sundays at 6:00 pm.  

Tuesday Morning Prayer—Email Fr. Brian to join 

a video call for Morning Prayer on Tuesdays at 

8:00 am. 

Biography of Paul—Email Fr. Wes to join a video 

call on Tuesdays at 11:30 am discussing N. T. 

Wright’s biography on the Apostle Paul. 

Gospel Reading Reflections—Email Fr. Wes to 

join a video call on Wednesdays at 10:00 am to 

reflect on our Gospel readings from the Daily 

Office Lectionary. 

Thursday Morning Prayer—Email Fr. Wes to join 

a video call for Morning Prayer on Thursdays at 

8:00 am.  

COVID Ushers Needed 
Forget what you think you know about ushering at All 

Saints… it’s all about to change! That’s right, get ready 

for ushering COVID style! During the first step of our 

regathering phase, for reasons of safety, we are 

intentionally using fewer volunteers: no LEMs, no 

acolytes, no choir, no Children’s Church, and so forth. In 

addition to the two clergy, pianist, one lector, and a sound 

tech needed for each service, we will have two COVID 

Ushers. That’s it!  

 We invite our LEMs, choir members, acolytes, and 

Children’s Church volunteers to help bulk up our COVID 

Usher team over the summer. The Sunday 

responsibilities of a COVID Usher are actually less than a 

plain ole normal usher, but they are crucial to the success 

of our regathering phase. Will you be one of the few, one 

of the proud, one of the COVID Ushers of All Saints?  

 We aim to recruit six COVID Ushers per Sunday, two 

for each service at 8:30, 9:45, and 11:00. Your mission, if 

you choose to accept it, will involve the following: 

• Arrive 15 minutes before the service.  

• Prop open the front doors and the doors to the Nave.  

• Greet people upon arrival.  

 Direct them to where the bulletins are. 

 Direct them to a mask if they’re not wearing one. 

• Help families find seating.  

• Close front doors and the doors to the Nave after the 

service begins.  

• Continue to help families find seating.  

• Prop open all doors to the Nave and the front doors 

after the service ends.  

• Station yourself with an alms basin to receive 

offerings as people exit the Nave.  

• Both ushers place the offering in a zip lock bag and 

then drop into the church safe.  

• Sanitize all high-touch surfaces (e.g., door handles, 

light switches, countertops, railing up to chancel).  

Piece of cake! Will you help us this summer as a COVID 

Usher? Contact Sheila Williamson at sheila@eplus.net to 

join the fun!  
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

  3 Cindy Jayne  

  6 Ben Mehr 

  9 Michael Messmer 

13 Sally Slack 

14 Jack Blaschke 

16 Kevin Vailes 

17 Joe Davis, Jr. 

 Carl Diffee 

18 Ian Insalaco 

 Rachel Strandquist 

20 Chris Pope 

22 Griffin Laird 

 John Salazar 

25 Jeff Wilcox 

27 Kenn Carr 

 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

  4 Michael and Catherine Insalaco 

12  John and Rachelle Carraher 

14 Cal and Caroljeanne Phillips 

15 Waring and Dian Hazlehurst 

18 Lou and Marty Courcelle 

22 Scott and Tamarin Huelin 

29 Chris and Celeste Pope 

 Bill and Anne Ross 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

  1 Cora Salazar 

  2 Fr. Chuck Filiatreau 

  3 Nick Nordtvedt 

  4 Jennifer Gruenke 

  6 Ally Blaschke 

 Charles Richards 

  7 Chris Doyle 

  8 Terry Blakley 

 Luke Salazar 

  9 Ali Knack 

12 Jane Beavers 

13 Amelia Messmer 

15 Eli McCarty 

 Sammie Stewart 

18 Issac Messmer 

 Carlee Hayse Stewart 

20 Kenny Hanson 

25 Waring Hazlehurst 

27 Tanya Wright 

28 Halle Priester 

29 Lila Psungo 

 Jake Stewart 

 Aaron Williamson 

30 Levi Vailes 

 Ruth Anne Vailes 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

  6 Jerry and Sheila Kirkpatrick 

  7 Joe and Rita Davis 

  8 Jonathan and Shannon Stewart 

12 Jeff and Jane Garrety 

16 Nick and Elizabeth Nordtvedt 

21 Alex and Nancy Smith 

27 Jeff and Jan Wilcox 

 Tanya and Archie Wright 

VESTRY 
HIGHLIGHTS 

May 12 

After beginning with a 

devotional and prayer, the 

Vestry reviewed and 

discussed the April finances, 

which show only a slight 

decrease in regular giving. 

Making cuts to the 2020 

budget in light of COVID 

was also considered. The 

Finance Committee will 

review the budget in light of 

giving trends over the next 

few months. The bulk of the 

Vestry’s time was given to 

formalizing our regathering 

guidelines in line with the 

direction provided from our 

province and diocese. Plans 

were made to regather for 

corporate worship on 

Sunday, May 31. The Vestry 

then finalized a parish-wide 

letter that informs the 

congregation why the Vestry 

believes it is prudent to 

pause our Phase One 

construction project based 

on the uncertainty created 

by the COVID pandemic as 

well as budget concerns. 

The Vestry will meet again 

on Tuesday, June 16. 

Please keep the Vestry in 

your prayers. 

Thanks to Jim and 
Halina Warmbrod 
Many thanks to Jim and Halina 

Warmbrod for giving the church 

three beautiful pieces of 

furniture. We hope to have a 

Farewell Party for them as they 

move to Nashville this summer. 

Tentatively mark your calendar 

for Sunday evening, June 28 for 

an outdoor “come and go” 

gathering to wish them well in 

their next season. 
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All Saints Anglican Church 

212 McClellan Rd 

Jackson, TN 38305 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Clergy & Staff 

Rector || Fr. Wes Gristy 

Office Days: Monday to Thursday 

wes@allsaintsjackson.com 

Priest to Families || Fr. Brian Larsen Wells 

Office Days: Tuesday to Friday 

brian@allsaintsjackson.com 

Rector Emeritus || Fr. Chuck Filiatreau 

frchuck2846@gmail.com 

Licensed Catechist || Dr. Gary Osborne 

garywosborne@aol.com 

Music Director || Dr. Jordan Tang 

jcpptang@eplus.net 

Parish Administrator || Donna Taylor 

donna@allsaintsjackson.com 

(731) 660-2770 

info@allsaintsjackson.com 

www.allsaintsjackson.com 

Vestry & Treasurer 

Rector’s Warden  

Chris Pope—Church Planting 

Junior Warden 

Lloyd Tatum—Finance Chairman 

Secretary  

Jay Beavers—Stewardship 

Lynn Binkley—Outreach 

Melinda Jordan—Pastoral Care 

Taylor Laird—Visitor Care 

Joy Moore—Building & Grounds 

Steven Swanson—Prayer 

Treasurer 

Ben Mehr (not on Vestry) 

EACH SUNDAY 

8:30, 9:45, 11:00 am  

 Morning Prayer 

5:00 pm 

 Wonderers’ Video Call 

EACH TUESDAY 

8:00 am  

 Video Morning Prayer 

EACH WEDNESDAY 

10:00 am  

 Video Gospel Reflections 

EACH THURSDAY 

8:00 am 

 Video Morning Prayer 


