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sharing in the life of God
for the life of the world

Jay Beavers
In early 13th century Italy there lived a prosperous cloth
merchant
named
Pietro
di
Bernardoni
dei
Moricone. Pietro was married to a lovely French
noblewoman named Pica de Bourlemont and had seven
children, one of whom he took to calling Francesco or
“the Frenchman” in honor of his bride and the country
where he had done so much successful business.
Francesco grew up much as any other wealthy
young man at the time. He was handsome, gallant, and
witty, and of course, being the son of a cloth merchant,
his clothes were always of the finest cut and
material. Pietro delighted in his son’s youthful
exuberance, his friends, and his parties, wasteful as
they sometimes were.
But then, Francesco began acting strangely. Once,
as Francesco was selling his father’s textiles in a
marketplace, a beggar came by asking for
alms. Francesco chased the beggar away and
concluded his business. Afterwards, however, he left
the stall and all his father’s goods and chased the
beggar down, emptying his pockets into the beggar’s
hands. Pietro raged at his son’s irresponsibility and
warned him to be more careful with the family’s wealth.
Some time later, Francesco joined a military
expedition, was captured, and was imprisoned for a
year. Though many of the men in Francesco’s army had
been slaughtered in battle, Francesco himself was
spared in part because of his father’s fine clothes.
Because of his attire and the brand new armor he wore,
he was taken to be worthy of ransom, so his life was
spared until a reasonable price could be negotiated for
his return. But the Francesco that came back home to
his father was a changed man. He seemed less and
less fond of his former life with his old friends. Pietro
often wished to see his son throwing his money away

on parties as he had used to.
But Pietro’s wish was soon answered in an
unexpected way. One day at church, Francesco thought
he heard God telling him to help restore the building, so
he went to his father’s shop and took a bolt of fine cloth
along with Pietro’s horse, and sold them both, intending
to give the money to the priest for repairs. On
discovering what Francesco had done, Pietro flew into a
rage and dragged his son before the bishop of the city,
demanding restitution. The bishop agreed with Pietro
and told Francesco to return the money. Without a
word, Francesco obeyed, returning the money to his
father and then taking off his clothes and laying them
carefully at his father’s feet. Finally Francesco spoke,
saying, “I will no longer say ‘My father, Pietro
Bernardone.’ From now own, I will say, ‘My Father who
art in heaven.’” The bishop, recognizing Francesco’s
divine inspiration, covered the young man with his own
cloak, and from that day on, Francesco di Bernardone
began his journey to becoming St. Francis of Assisi. As
far as we know, he never spoke to his father again.
Fine clothes had been an important part of St.
Francis’ life since he was born, but from this time
forward he would wear nothing but rough homespun
belted with rope. His true clothing became holiness, and
it covered him even when he went naked, having given
away his simple garments to one still poorer than
himself. Rather than chasing wealth, St. Francis
yearned for poverty, even growing jealous of those who
had less than he.
This past October the 4th, the church celebrated the
feast day of St. Francis, and I know we are supposed to
remember his saintliness and seek to emulate his
character, but I can’t help feeling a little sympathy for
poor Pietro. He must have felt angry and frustrated with
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his son. It must have felt profoundly disheartening
to watch his son walk away from all that Pietro
had worked so hard to build and earn as if it were
utterly worthless.
The life of St. Francis reminds us, however,
that many of the things we value here on earth
are of no worth before God. Though he was still
surrounded by the human economies of his time
and place, Francis was already living in God’s
economy. His lifestyle of radical poverty was a
constant witness to the source of true wealth.
As All Saints enters into its season of
stewardship this fall, I invite us to think and pray
together about how we too can participate in
God’s economy here on earth. Just as we must
rethink our politics in the light of Christ, we must
also reimagine the ways we engage with money. I
pray the Spirit will inspire us as we seek the God
who alone is worthy.

Life at All Saints during COVID
No matter the season, our calling as a community is
always to embody the way of Jesus for the sake of
others. But what does this look like in such a time as
this? What can we do as a church during this unique
season to remain faithful to our calling?
We believe that now is the time to give ourselves
more fully to those central parts of our life with God.
During this time of COVID, we have developed a
rallying cry to help us navigate these uncharted waters:

+ + + +

Rethinking Our Economics
2020 STEWARDSHIP SERIES
Rethinking Our Economy
Sunday, October 18

“Join a Group!”
“Pray with Others!”

Rethinking Our Prosperity
Sunday, October 25

“Worship on Sundays!”
While these practices do not exhaust all that it
means to live out our faith, this is a path we can all walk
along together. That’s why all of our programs and
activities this year are organized around this three-fold
structure.
What might these practices look like for you and
your family? While everyone is in a different place due
to this pandemic, we believe that in this way we can
continue to share in the life of God for the life of the
world.
Be sure to read through the following pages to learn
more about what groups are currently available, what
new ways we can pray together, and how we’re
continuing to make worship on Sundays a priority.

BREAK for All Saints’ Day
Sunday, November 1
Rethinking Our Charity
Sunday, November 8
Rethinking Our Generosity
Sunday, November 15
Pledge Ingathering
Sunday, November 22
All members and regular attenders will receive a
letter in the mail in early November introducing
you to our annual stewardship series.
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Though our series on “Rethinking My Politics” recently
came to a conclusion, we hope this is only the
beginning of further conversations and dialogue about
this important topic. The following four groups below
are designed to be such a place. We hope you will
consider joining one.

Reading While Black
Sundays beginning October 4 at 8:30 pm
Fr. Brian Larsen Wells via Zoom
New Testament scholar and ACNA priest Esau McCaulley argues that reading
Scripture from the perspective of the black church tradition is invaluable for connecting
with a rich faith history and addressing the urgent issues of our times. Contact Fr.
Brian if you’d like to join.

I Think You’re Wrong (But I’m Listening)
Mondays beginning October 12 at 11:30 am
Jonathan Stewart via Zoom
The co-authors of this book, Sarah Stewart Holland and Beth Silvers, are two friends
on opposite sides of the aisle who provide a practical guide to grace-filled political
conversation while challenging readers to put relationship before policy and
understanding before argument. Email Jonathan at jstewart@raineykizer.com to join.

The Liturgy of Politics
Thursdays beginning October 22 at noon
Landon Preston via Zoom or over lunch (if possible)
This group will explore the practices that we have consciously and unconsciously
assumed when it comes to thinking about our politics. As we read this book we’ll
consider how the Church has historically thought about this topic and be challenged
to adopt disciplines that will inform our views from a Kingdom-oriented
perspective. Email Landon at landonp.preston@gmail.com if you’re interested.

Resident Aliens
Sundays beginning October 18 at 7:00 pm
Scott Huelin at his house at 4 Siesta Drive with social distance on backyard patio
This group will discuss the nature of the Church and its relationship to surrounding
culture by reading a pivotal book that argues that churches should focus on
developing Christian life and community rather than attempt to reform secular culture.
Email Scott at scott.huelin@gmail.com if you’re interested.
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Wonderers Bible Study
continues every other Sunday from 5:00 to 5:30 pm
Fr. Brian Larsen Wells via Zoom
Our students ages 9—12 are invited to join a weekly Zoom call for
fellowship and Bible study. Currently, we are exploring the early
stories of the Old Testament. Contact Fr. Brian if you’d like to be
on the invite list.

Listening to Our Neighbor
continues on Sundays from 8:30 to 9:30 pm
Fr. Brian Larsen Wells via Zoom
Listening to Our Neighbor is a series of various book clubs
designed to foster conversations around race, bigotry, and
healing. The current book is Reading While Black by Esau
McCaulley. Contact Fr. Brian if you'd like to learn more or
participate.

The Book of Revelation
continues on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
Fr. Wes Gristy at All Saints with a Zoom feed
During these times of national and global upheaval, what might
the bizarre book of Revelation have to say to us a followers of
Jesus? Join this weekly study as we explore Revelation and listen
for what the Spirit might be teaching us. Contact Fr. Wes to join.

Lectionary Reflections: Isaiah
Wednesdays beginning October 21 at 11:30 am
Fr. Wes Gristy via Zoom
This group plans to discuss our Daily Office Lectionary readings
that will come from Isaiah during mid-October through December.
Contact Fr. Wes if you’d like to participate.
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Grief Share
continuing on Thursdays at 6:30 pm
Carrie Whaley at All Saints
Grief Share is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk
alongside you through one of life’s most difficult experiences.
You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. Contact
Carrie Whaley at whaletales@outlook.com if you’d like to join.

More Groups to Come
If none of these groups is of interest to you, that’s okay, because
we will offer more in the months to come. If you have an idea, or
are interested in facilitating some type of group—book club,
support, study, care, etc.—please let Fr. Wes or Fr. Brian know.
We believe that nurturing intentional relationships with one
another through these groups is essential during this time.

Morning Prayer
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8:00 am
Fr. Brian (Tues) / Fr. Wes (Thursday)— both via Zoom
Join a small group of folks who meet weekly via Zoom on
Tuesdays and/or Thursdays to go through Morning Prayer
together. Contact either Fr. Brian or Fr. Wes to receive invite links.
Wednesdays at 6:30 am
Kevin Vailes at All Saints
For our early risers, contact Kevin Vailes at kmvailes@yahoo.com
if you are interested in meeting at the church with face masks
each Wednesday at 6:30 am for Morning Prayer.
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A Retreat with Thomas Merton
Thursday, October 29 at 5:30 pm
Barbara Reed at All Saints
This group will meet once over Zoom so as to prepare everyone
to take a seven-day spiritual journey using extracts from Thomas
Merton’s writings. The group will then later meet a second time to
reflect
upon
their
experience.
Contact
Barbara
at
batr@cableone.net or (865) 659-5101 to join.

Children’s Prayer & Conversation
Wednesdays at noon
Fr. Brian via Facebook Live
All kids are welcome to join us at noon on Wednesdays for
children’s prayer and a conversation on the life of Jesus. If you
are unable to be present at this time of day because of school or
other obligations, you can view the stream at a different time on
Fr. Brian’s Facebook Page.

Retreat at a Distance
Saturday, November 7 from 8:30 to 11:30 am
Nan Thomas at All Saints
Bring your Bible, journal, lawn chair, and a blanket and we will
spread out over the grounds at All Saints (the Nave will also be
available). Our focus will be Cultivating Gratitude: Praying,
Waiting, and Receiving. Some things for which we are grateful
are right on the surface of our lives and yet, our deepest
gratitude tends to emerge as we wait in silence before God.

More Opportunities to Come
If none of these prayer opportunities works for you, that’s okay.
We hope to offer more soon. More importantly, we hope that you
will take it upon yourself to pray with others in whatever way
works best for you and your family. And if there’s a prayer group
or event that you’d like to help get started, please let Fr. Wes or
Fr. Brian know. We believe that praying together is essential
during this time.
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Sunday Eucharist
Since Pentecost back on May 31, when we began to
regather as a church for worship, we have been evermindful that indoor gatherings are a high-risk
environment for the transmission of the coronavirus. This
is why we have been regathering in phases while
cautiously lagging behind the transitions made by our
local government and even other churches. We are so
encouraged by how everyone has been careful to follow
our regathering guidelines as we’ve adjusted to a
different corporate worship experience.
Though the daily average of new cases at both the
national and local levels has not improved, we believe as
a church we are prepared to offer bread-only Eucharist
beginning on Sunday, October 18. We have been in
consultation with our bishop and other Anglican churches
in terms of how to offer Communion in the safest way
possible. Here are a few of the key changes you can
anticipate in how we will administer Communion:
•

The wafers will be covered on the altar while the
presider prays the Great Thanksgiving.

•

The people will not receive Communion from the
rail but will instead form two lines down the center
aisle, each family keeping six feet of distance from
others while wearing masks.

•

The priest will be masked as he administers the
bread to each person; however, we ask that each
person takes the bread back to their seat.

•

Once everyone has been given bread, the
congregation will be instructed to lift up their masks
so that we can all partake of the Body of Christ
together at the same time.

For those who choose to stay home, we hope you will join
a live feed of the 9:00 am service and follow along with the
copy of the bulletin that is provided via email and on our
website. The Collect for Spiritual Communion (BCP19,
677) will be included in the bulletin for those at home to
pray since they will not be able to receive.
Our other regathering guidelines continue to be in
place, the essentials of which are listed below:
•

Households sit together, keeping six feet of
distance from others, and masks continue to be
required inside the building.

•

Since the nursery and Children’s Church are not yet
offered, please do your best to keep your children
close at all times.

•

There is still no singing inside, though after the
service we sing the doxology outside together.

We will continue to assess these restrictions as we
prayerfully consider both care for our neighbor as well as
the importance of our corporate worship.

Church Planting Curacy Program
Chris Pope

didn’t know or understand about this process (clearly an
understatement). In the intervening year we and the
Anglican Church have learned much. As a result of our
experiences, we are investigating the establishment of a
Curacy Program. The concept involves inviting a member of
the Anglican clergy who believes they are “called” to church
planting to All Saints for a season of discernment.
During this 12—18-month period, they will spend time
learning more about church operations and working toward
forming a plan and building a team with the goal of forming a
cluster of small groups. Clergy who feel “called” to plant a
church need to experience this period of corporate
discernment and affirmation before taking next steps.
Toward the end of the discernment process, if certain

Despite the pandemic and election hysterics, church
planting in the larger Anglican Church continues to move
forward, and every day we learn of new methods and
strategies for church planting. We have remained in
contact with the planting leadership of the Anglican
Church and continue to be guided by their lessons
learned and the development of church planters. As a
result, the Church Planting Catalyst Team is taking
another look at our strategy and considering how to adopt
some best practices from other dioceses.
About this time last year, I stood in front of the Parish
to outline our proposed strategy for planting. At the
time, I stated our team knew there was still much we
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continues on page 10

A Thanksgiving Prayer
Stacy Preston
As we approach the opening of All Saints Immigration
Services, it is my prayer that we as a church would
enter into a new season of opening our hearts to
“welcoming the stranger.” There are many in our
community that not only have legal needs but also
spiritual ones as well. Let us pray that God would
prompt us, as individuals and as a community, to
open our hearts to serve and minister to those who
enter our doors. During this holiday season let us
remember to not only be grateful, but to include others
around our tables and in our hearts this season.

+++
Lord, as we approach this Thanksgiving celebration of
gratitude, we ask your guidance in extending a
welcome to our tables and into our hearts to those
who are newcomers to our land. Help us to share the
abundance of blessings you have bestowed upon us
with our new neighbors and to promote goodwill
among all peoples in our land. Show us how to learn
about and celebrate the customs and traditions of
those who have recently arrived. We ask your guiding
hand as we seek a culture of openness and welcome
by promoting common values and respect for
everyone. Help us to work alongside newcomers to
create a welcoming and inclusive place to live out
your call to family and community. Thank you for your
many gifts—food, family, our nation—and most
especially thank you for the magnificent abundance of
peoples and cultures we enjoy, a true reflection of
people from around the world, all made in your image
and brought together in this land. Amen.
from cliniclegal.org
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
continued from page 8

predetermined thresholds are met, the
Curacy will transition into an official
church planting effort.
During the entire period the curate
will have a Church Planting Coach
advising them as they continue to
develop the skills and resources
necessary for a successful church
plant. The coach is a senior member of
clergy with experience in planting from
outside All Saints who acts as the
planter’s guide. Several dioceses in the
ACNA have had success using this
model.
Our next steps will be to develop a
more detailed Curacy Plan to present to
the Vestry and Parish. As we continue
to mature into a “hub for church
planting,” we ask for your continued
prayers.
If you feel called to support the All
Saints church planting team, please feel
free to contact me for further
information.

1
4
6
9
13
14
16
17
18
20
23
26
27
29

Jeremy Huelin
John Carraher
Jason Crawford
Marcia Moss
Archie Wright
Lynn Binkley
Willodean Hastings
Kay Shearin
Fr. Brian Larsen Wells
Alice Dettman
Fr. Wes Gristy
Phil Colgrove
Marcy Pinson
Madilynn Preston
Lilly Crossett
Catherine Insalaco
Isaiah Salazar
Lillie Salazar

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
9
17
21
28

Brandon and Beth Moore
Jason and Chelsy Crawford
George and Becky Googe
Gary and Celecia Osborne
Adam and Traci Pipkin

If your birthday or anniversary isn’t
listed, please contact the church office
at
donna@allsaintsjackson.com
or
660-2770.

1

Amanda Larsen Wells

2

Weston Gristy

3

Kyna Dettman

5

Bev Carr
Chelsy Crawford
James Crawford

8

Will Pinson

9

Jean Diffee

10

Mike Salazar
Andrew Scheck

11
14

Earle Sloan
Anne Ross
Lizzy Salazar

18

David Nailling

20

Christian Larsen Wells

Jim Warmbrod
John Larsen Wells
21

Lupe Mitchell

23

Nate Salazar

24

Wendy Williams

25

Nita Mehr
Joanna Priester

26

James Laird

28

Mason Nordtvedt

29

Lou Courcelle

30

Melinda Pearson
Oliver Pinson
Lloyd Tatum

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
1

Phil and Debbie Colgrove
Jason and Rachel Strandquist

Benevolence Bracelets
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Carole Beitz is selling bracelets to raise
money for the Rector’s Discretionary
Fund, which continues to provide
financial assistance to those in need
due to the COVID pandemic. These
bracelets are themed for Halloween or
Breast Cancer Awareness month, which
is in October. They are $6 for the
charmed bracelets and $5 for the
others. You can call Carole at (901) 831
-0983 to purchase. If you purchase
three or more bracelets, Rich and
Carole will deliver them to your house in
Jackson.

Marcelo and Lila Psungo

15

Will and Megan Pinson

17

Ben and Denise Matthews

20

Jeremy and Ally Blaschke

24

Len Diffee and Terry Blakley

Billy and Sally Slack

10
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OCTOBER 2020

Clergy & Staff

Vestry & Treasurer

EACH SUNDAY

Rector || Fr. Wes Gristy
Office Days: Monday to Thursday
wes@allsaintsjackson.com

Rector’s Warden
Chris Pope—Church Planting

9:00 & 10:30 am
Morning Prayer

Junior Warden
Lloyd Tatum—Finance Chair

8:30 pm
Listening to Our Neighbor

Secretary
Jay Beavers—Stewardship

EACH TUESDAY

Priest to Families || Fr. Brian Larsen Wells
Office Days: Tuesday to Friday
brian@allsaintsjackson.com
Rector Emeritus || Fr. Chuck Filiatreau
frchuck2846@gmail.com

Lynn Binkley—Outreach

Licensed Catechist || Dr. Gary Osborne
garywosborne@aol.com

Melinda Jordan—Pastoral Care

Music Director || Dr. Jordan Tang
jcpptang@eplus.net

Joy Moore—Building & Grounds

Parish Administrator || Donna Taylor
donna@allsaintsjackson.com
(731) 660-2770
info@allsaintsjackson.com
www.allsaintsjackson.com

All Saints Anglican Church
212 McClellan Rd
Jackson, TN 38305

Taylor Laird—Visitor Connections

8:00 am
Video Morning Prayer

EACH WEDNESDAY

Steven Swanson—Prayer

6:30 am
Morning Prayer

Treasurer
Ben Mehr (not on Vestry)

EACH THURSDAY
8:00 am
Video Morning Prayer

PLACE
STAMP
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