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Mission Abbey Update 
Back in the Spring of 2020, we were prepared to break 

ground for the Nave of our Mission Abbey. But then two 

unforeseen incidents presented our leadership with good 

reason to reevaluate the timing: the COVID pandemic and a 

higher final bid number for the project than anticipated. Out 

of a desire to be wise stewards, our leadership decided to 

actively wait on moving forward on construction for Phase 1 

of our Mission Abbey. 

 Throughout the pandemic to now, the country has seen 

an increase in building costs of approximately thirty percent. 

For this reason, for the last several months we have been 

meeting and working with our General Contractor, Jeff 

Brasfield, and our Architect, Steve Carroll, to bring the total 

project amount down to the firm number of $4 million. 

Though higher than our original budget back in 2019, we 

believe the project at this cost is doable. 

 The good news is that all of our trend lines are healthy. 

Over the last five years, our budget has increased on 

average at 3.8%, our income at 5.5%, and our average 

attendance (before COVID) at 11%. Furthermore, our 

financial situation as a church has surprisingly strengthened 

over the last year. When we first ran financial projections 

before the pandemic, our Vestry felt comfortable moving 

forward with a $1.75 million loan; now the Vestry feels we 

can responsibly take on a $2 million loan. 

 For these reasons and more, we believe it is time to 

move forward, to break ground on the construction of our 

new Nave. But to do so, we need to have your support. 

Recall that we have already raised $1.25 million in pledges 

toward this project; add this to a $2 million loan, and it 

leaves us $750,000 shy of what we need.  

 To reach this amount, we are asking current pledgers to 

prayerfully consider extending their monthly giving for two 

more years, as our original three-year pledge-giving season 

ends in April of 2022. We are also asking those who have 

not pledged to prayerfully consider making either a one-time 

gift or a two-year commitment.  

 Please pray about how you and your family might 

participate toward helping us raise the needed $750,000 to 

move forward. We ask that you turn in your pledge card by 

Sunday, August 8 (extras are available at the church office). 

Fr. Ben and Church Planting 
We were thrilled to welcome Fr. Ben and his family to 

All Saints back in June. As you know, Fr. Ben has come 

on board as our Curate for Church Planting. But what 

does this mean exactly? What will this “curacy” look 

like? What are Fr. Ben’s duties here at All Saints?  

 Most people wrongly assume that to plant a church, 

you first find a space to meet, then advertise your 

upcoming services, and then see who shows up—a 

kind of “if you build it, they will come” approach. But 

that’s not what we are doing at all. 

 Church life is relational life, and relationships take 

time to develop, especially new ones. That’s why Fr. 

Ben’s primary focus for this initial season is building 

relationships, both with the people of All Saints, but also 

with those in this community in need of a church home.  

 Right now, Fr. Ben will give approximately half of his 

time to the needs of All Saints, assisting with pastoral 

care, preaching, and other ministry duties. The other 

half of his time will be beyond All Saints, cultivating 

relationships and developing leaders needed for a 

vibrant future church. We pray for a church to be 

planted from the relational fruit that will be developed, 

not by merely what we hope will happen. 

 Praise the Lord that we as a church are able to give 

Fr. Ben and his future team the time and support they 

need to lay the ground work for a possible plant, a plant 

that will not be driven by timelines, but by relational 

benchmarks. God willing, as these benchmarks are 

met, and as more momentum develops, Fr. Ben will 

spend even more time beyond our own parish.  

 The important thing for you to keep in mind is this: 

we are all called to be a part of the work of church 

planting, because planting churches is the result of 

making disciples, helping others follow Jesus in their 

everyday lives. All of us need to be praying about how 

God might use us to reach out to our friends and 

neighbors, and draw them into the life of the church. 
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Luke and the Mission of God 
Facilitators: Fr. Ben and Janie Williams 

Every other Tuesday starting Sept 7 at 6:00 pm 

Luke was not only an evangelist, but he was 

also a theologian. Like the other Gospel 

writers, Luke arranged his account of the life of 

Jesus to make a theological point: in Jesus, 

God has fulfilled his purpose to bring salvation 

to the nations. Luke’s Gospel gives us insight 

into how the church is to continue God’s 

mission for the life of the world today. 

The Tools of Missional 

Anglicanism 
Facilitator: Jack Waters 

Every other Wed starting Sept 8 at 6:00 pm 

This Pastorate will explore critical moments 

and figures in Anglican history from the Celtic 

missionaries to the present day as a way to 

sharpen our own missional impulse as a 

church. A short recounting of a story will be 

followed with discussion and application for our 

parish community.  

 

Upcoming Fall Pastorates 
As we often remind ourselves at All Saints, the 

church exists “for the life of the world.” We 

remind ourselves this important truth because 

we tend to forget it. Churches too often—even 

if unintentionally—isolate themselves from the 

world. But that’s not as God intends. As the 

Father sends Jesus into the world, so now 

Jesus empowers us with his Spirit and sends 

us into the world to bear witness to his 

kingdom.  

 That’s why every year, our fall lineup of 

Pastorates (small home groups) is geared 

toward mobilizing ourselves outward, to open 

ourselves up to the Spirit’s work in the world 

so that we might join him in that work. We 

encourage you to join a Pastorate this fall with 

the intention of “sharing in the life of God,” not 

just so you can feel good about your faith, but 

so that you might participate more fully in 

God’s mission “for the life of the world.” 

Being the Good Samaritan Today 
Facilitator: Cindy Jayne 

Every other Thursday starting Sept 9 at 6:00 pm 

The story of the Good Samaritan has shaped the way most of us 

understand what it means to love our neighbor. It is a compelling 

picture of kindness in a complex world as well as a compelling 

example of the second Great Commandment. All the changes in the 

world in the centuries since that time haven’t made our relationships 

with others any less complex. Using a selectin of short readings as a 

starting point, our discussions will focus on how we discern who is our 

neighbor and how we will the example of the Good Samaritan in our 

own complicated world. 

A Healing Prayer Practicum 
Facilitator: Terry Blakley 

Every other Sunday starting Sept 12 at 4:30 pm 

Healing prayer is an act of compassion that blesses others in their 

pain and distress, being one of the key ways Jesus reached people 

during his very own ministry. We can carry the blessings of Jesus to 

all with whom we pray. Come practice healing prayer with us so as to 

be ready to offer healing the same to those who are in need in your 

life. All are welcomed. No healing prayer experience required. 

Praying for Mission 
Facilitator: Nan Thomas 

Every Monday starting Sept 13 at 7:00 pm 

As we seek to fulfill All Saints’ mission of Sharing in the Life of God for 

the Life of the World, this Pastorate will reflect on six Collects for 

Mission in The Book of Common Prayer. We will also spend time 

praying the Collects in the hope of becoming the kind of people who 

can love God and love others more. 
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New Morning Prayer Schedule 
We are now offering two Morning Prayer services 

each week at All Saints. Each service begins at a 

different time so as to accommodate people’s morning 

schedules.  

• Tuesdays at 7:15 am 

• Thursdays at 8:15 am 

If you own a prayer book, please bring your own copy. 

We have a few additional copies at the church for 

those who need one. This is a great opportunity to 

begin a new semester learning how to use the Daily 

Office from the prayer book by practicing together. We 

hope to see you at one of these services. 

Updates: Ordination Discernment 
Praise the Lord for raising up men and women among 

us with whom we are discerning the Spirit’s call for 

ordination! All Saints has a history of being a church 

that identifies, discerns, and walks people through the 

ordination process. Here’s the latest updates of those 

among us exploring this potential calling. Please be in 

prayer for all the following aspirants.  

• Kevin Vailes still has a couple more meetings with 

his discernment team and is preparing to start 

seminary through Gordon-Conwell this Fall. 

Together we are exploring whether the Spirit is 

calling him to the priesthood. 

• Barbara Reed and Nan Thomas are both 

completing the final steps on their discernment 

track toward ordination to the diaconate. Lord 

willing, they will be ordained on Saturday, October 

30—the weekend our bishop is in town for 

confirmations. Make plans to join us for this service 

and celebration. 

• Terry Blakley and Fr. Wes have been in prayerful 

conversations since February about starting up the 

discernment process for her possible ordination to 

the diaconate. We are currently working to form a 

discernment team so that they can begin meeting 

and praying with Terry on a regular basis. Chris 

Pope has agreed to chair this team. 

Members of our Healing Prayer Crew are now available 

in the Nave every Tuesday from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. to 

offer prayers for anyone in need. No appointment 

necessary, and feel free to invite a friend to participate 

as well. Everything is confidential and done with care.  
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Our Commitment to Child Safety 
Despite showing our children snakes at Children’s Church (see picture above—

HA!), the Bishop of the International Diocese along with its clergy and leaders 

are committed to providing a safe place to pursue life in Christ and ministry. In 

the event that there are circumstances not consistent with that commitment, you 

are always invited to report that to any or all of the following: 

• The Rev. Wes Gristy, Rector, (731) 298-4140, wes@allsaintsjackson.com 

• Bishop Bill Atwood, Diocesan Bishop, (800) 303-6267, BpBill@ekk.org 

• Jeff Garrety, Esq, Diocesan Chancellor, (800) 338-1227, 

jgarrety@garretylaw.com 

• The Ven. Phil Eberhart, Archdeacon, (720) 219-0055, 

fatherphil.rez@gmail.com  

• The Rev. Canon Bates Richmond, Canon to the Ordinary, (832) 597-

7811, frbates@hotmail.com 

Children’s Church New Semester  
We were thrilled to have 25 people join us for our 

Children’s Church Orientation Dinner to learn more about 

what our new semester will look like beginning Sunday, 

August 8. We have enough volunteers to offer Children’s 

Church in both services, each with two classes: ages 4—7 

and ages 8—11. Please contact Katie Beavers at 

katie.a.beavers@gmail.com if you’d like to learn more 

about serving in this incredible and growing ministry. Here 

are the different ways you can serve: 

• Assist Younger Kids (4-week block) 

• Lead Older Kids (4-week block) 

• Assist Older Kids (4-week block) 

• Help Wherever Needed (4-week block) 

• Sub (intermittent) 

• Other outside of Sundays: admin, materials, etc. 

Youth Encounter 
As our youth (6th–12th grade) 

are gearing up for a new school 

year, so our Youth Encounter 

for the upcoming semester is 

soon to begin. Our first 

gathering is scheduled for 

Sunday, August 8 from 5:00 to 

7:00 pm for a pool party at 1106 

Lambuth Blvd. After that, we 

plan to meet every other 

Sunday evening to continue to 

learn together how we might 

encounter God more and more 

through our everyday lives.  

During Children’s Church this summer, Jeremy 

Blaschke shows the kids a snake  
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Honduras Mission in September 
For 22 years, Dr. Jim Warmbrod and parishioners 

from All Saints have been traveling to Honduras to 

support Suzy McCall, Amanda Scott, and the Lamb 

Institute in serving the people of Honduras.  

 For September 14–21, we have the opportunity to 

join a small group from Birmingham in providing 

medical care, medications, and encouragement for 

the Hondurans, and physical/construction labor for the 

children’s home. Here is the list of the team members 

so far: 

• Carol Avens 

• Terry Blakley 

• Len Diffee 

• Nancy Fahey 

• Dr. Laura Johnson 

• Betty Lisle 

• Traci Pipkin 

• Jimmy Von Thron 

• Dr. Jim Warmbrod 

Please pray for these members, safe travels, and for 

open doors of fruitful ministry. 

Holy Baptism Services 
On Sunday, August 29 we will celebrate together as 

Eleanor Beasley will receive the Sacrament of Baptism 

in the 9:00 am service and Asher Insalaco in the 10:45 

am service. Eleanor’s parents are Aaron and Keely 

Beasley, and Asher’s parents are Ian and Amanda 

Insalaco. We invite you to not only celebrate with these 

families, but join us in renewing our own baptismal 

vows together. 

TeachBeyond recruits and sends Christian educators, 

administrators, and workers to serve in many different 

schools and organizations across the globe, providing 

teaching and learning services in order to see 

individuals and communities become all God intends. 

We as a church support Lauren Butler, a recent 

graduate of Union University and a former member of 

All Saints, who serves in Albania developing 

relationships with middle-school and upper-school 

missionary students by teaching social studies and 

history. Lauren is soon to begin her second year with 

TeachBeyond. Please continue to be in prayer for 

Lauren and her ministry. 
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Choir Rehearsal 
Our choir plans to relaunch for Sunday services 

beginning Sunday, August 8. If you have never 

sung in the choir, this is a great time to try it out as 

the choir has resumed its weekly rehearsals on 

Tuesdays at 6:45 pm. You are free to join them at 

any time. 

Critical Prayer Chain 
If you ever have an urgent need that demands 

immediate prayer, call Barbara Reed at (865) 659-

5101, who manages the Critical Prayer Chain, 

You will soon have a number of people praying for 

your request. 

The Bishop’s Next Visit 
Due to COVID, it’s been two years since our 

bishop has made a visit to All Saints. We look 

forward to seeing him the weekend of October 

29—31 for ordination and confirmation services. 

Mark your calendar! 

Votive Candle Stand 
Consider donating $1 for each candle you light on 

the votive candle stand to help offset the costs of 

candles. There is a slot in the stand itself for cash 

donations.  

Rector’s Discretionary Fund 
As a reminder, the loose offering on the second 

Sunday of each month is designated for the 

Rector’s Discretionary Fund, which is used to help 

those in our church family who are in need. 

Please consider making a contribution. 

Inversion Table 
A brand new Innova Inversion Table with heat and 

massage is free to anyone willing to put it together! 

Contact Marty Courcelle at (731) 668-7644. 

Altar Flowers 
If you would like to provide altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday in honor or in memory of 

someone, please contact Sally Slack at 

ss4au@aol.com. 

Condolences 
We offer our condolences to Bill Ross as he grieves 

the loss of his wife of 64 years, Anne. We also offer 

our sympathies to Charleyn Reviere as she grieves 

the loss of her father, Charlie Sipes. May the God of 

comfort surround them and their families with his 

light and peace. 

August Sermon Series 
For the month of August, our Sunday sermons will 

focus on what it means for the Church to be viewed 

as “A Community of Practices,” practices that join 

us together in our submission to Jesus as Lord. 

Serving on Sundays 
It takes a sizeable crew to make our two Sunday 

services run smoothly and orderly each and every 

week. We are blessed to have so many who are 

eager to serve. Please continue to take the initiative 

to sign up on the Opportunities to Service Bulletin 

Board in the narthex to serve in whatever way that 

you’d like to help.  

 

T H E  S H O R T S  
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VESTRY 
HIGHLIGHTS 

July 20 

After opening with prayer 

and a devotional, the Vestry 

discussed pastoral care 

needs and was given an 

update on our current 

visitors. The Vestry then 

reflected upon the two 

Mission Abbey Parish 

Forums that were offered 

during the summer, being 

encouraged by the high 

turnout at both. The pledge 

cards are due on Sunday, 

August 8, which means the 

Vestry will decided whether 

or not to move forward on 

breaking ground at their next 

meeting on August 17. The 

bulk of the Vestry’s time was 

then spent discussing those 

common practices that we 

share as church—a 

conversation that helped to 

give shape to our upcoming 

sermon series in August. 

Finally, the Vestry approved 

the financials for June as 

well as our accountant’s 

Agreed Upon Procedures for 

2020, both of which were 

healthy. Please keep the 

Vestry in your prayers. 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

  1 Ridley Pflasterer 

  4 Caitlin Roach 

  5 Liam Williams 

  7 Landon Preston 

10 Steven Swanson 

11 Corey Insalaco 

 Nan Thomas 

12 Tom Brown 

 Stacy Preston 

14 Julian Insalaco 

17 Rachelle Carraher 

18 Weston Box 

 Rebecca Edgren 

19 Jeremy Blaschke 

23 Harper Nordtvedt 

 Bill Ross 

25 Anna-Caroline Moore 

26 Judy Doyle 

27 Sheila Kirkpatrick 

29 Elaine Humphreys 

30 Eliza Crawford 

 Christopher Framer, Jr. 

 Gretchen Filiatreau 

31 Tamarin Huelin 

 Aiden Psungo 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

  2 Greg and Melinda Jordan 

  4 Brad and Joanna Priester 

  7 Bill and Pat Ashley 

  8 Tommy and Gail Hedgepeth 

14 Jordan and Cynthia Tang 

18 Fr. Wes and Abbie Gristy 

 Butch and Kay Shearin 

23 Corey and Lauren Insalaco 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

  3 Donna Taylor 

  4 Katie Beavers 

  6 Marshall Box 

 Annie Preston 

  7 Joe Davis III 

  9 Jeff Garrety 

 Elizabeth Nordtvedt 

12 Zach Creasy 

 George Googe 

14 Jack Waters 

15 Lawson Gristy 

 Adam Pipkin 

22 Len Diffee 

 Butch Shearin 

25 Leslie Creasy 

 Becky Googe 

 Miles Pinson 

26 Jane Garrety 

28 Natalie Gristy 

 Anne Pipkin 

30 Gail Hedgepeth 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

  3 Fr. Ben and Janie Williams 

17 Bruce and Vicki Burch 

 

 

 

 

 

If your birthday or anniversary isn’t 

listed, please contact the church office 

at donna@allsaintsjackson.com or             

660-2770. 
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All Saints Anglican Church 

212 McClellan Rd 

Jackson, TN 38305 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Clergy & Staff 

Rector || Fr. Wes Gristy 

Office Days: Monday to Thursday 

wes@allsaintsjackson.com 

Curate for Church Planting || Fr. Ben Williamson 

Office Days: Monday to Thursday 

ben@allsaintsjackson.com 

Rector Emeritus || Fr. Chuck Filiatreau 

frchuck2846@gmail.com 

Music Director || Dr. Jordan Tang 

jcpptang@eplus.net 

Children’s Church Coordinator || Katie Beavers 

katie.a.beavers@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator || Donna Taylor 

donna@allsaintsjackson.com 

(731) 660-2770 

info@allsaintsjackson.com 

www.allsaintsjackson.com 

Vestry & Treasurer 

Rector’s Warden  

Leslie Creasy 

Junior Warden 

Lloyd Tatum—Finance Chair 

Secretary  

Kay Shearin—Pastoral Care 

Lynn Binkley—Outreach 

Joy Moore—Building & Grounds 

Steven Swanson—Prayer 

Kevin Vailes—Visitor Connections 

Carrie Whaley—Stewardship 

Treasurer 

Bev Carr (not on Vestry) 

SUNDAYS 

9:00 & 10:45 am 

 Holy Eucharist 

TUESDAYS 

7:15 am  

 Morning Prayer 

12:00 pm 

 Healing Prayer 

6:45 pm 

 Choir Rehearsal 

THURSDAYS 

8:15 am 

 Morning Prayer 


