
THE JANUARY CROWN 
(newsletter under construction) 

 
The Season of Epiphany 
The word epiphany comes from a Greek word meaning “to show forth,” or “to manifest.” 
The great feast of Epiphany is the celebration of God the Father revealing himself to the 
world through the person of Jesus Christ. Two key events in the life of Jesus are always 
emphasized this season. In Jesus’ baptism, he is revealed to Israel as its long-awaited 
Messiah (king). In the visit of the Magi to the holy family, Jesus is also revealed to the 
Gentiles as their Savior. In these two events, Jesus is manifested as the Savior to all 
peoples in the world.  
 
Here are some of the ways we can observe the season of Epiphany together: 
 

• Epiphany House Blessings. Due to icy conditions, we had to postpone our four 
scheduled house blessings for the Feast of Epiphany. We hope to reschedule each 
of them, so let us know if you’d like to participate.  

• Baptism Service. On Sunday, January 9, we celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord 
and will baptize William McDonald in the 9:00 service. For those in the 10:45 
service, we will offer The Renewal of Baptismal Vows. 

• Epiphany Book Clubs. As a step toward forming a community that reads, thinks, 
and converses together, we are offering five different book clubs during the season 
of Epiphany. Each will be facilitated by a different person, read a different book, 
and meet at a different time. See the descriptions of these groups on pages 4–5, 
and then sign up for one of them on Sundays in the foyer. 

• Serving in Children’s Church. What a great way to help manifest the kingdom of 
God by investing in and spending time with those who are closest to the kingdom: 
children. Whether you’ve served before or not, you are invited to a Children’s 
Church Volunteer Dinner on Tuesday, January 25 at 6:00 pm at the church to 
learn more (see page 5). 

• The Electronic Vortex. One of our former parishioners, Art Hunt, who now lives 
in Martin, will be leading a three-week, Sunday morning study to help families to 
think better about media usage. The class begins Sunday, February 6 at 8:00 am in 
the Nave. 

• Morning Prayer. We continue to offer Morning Prayer every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 8:15 am. Prayer books are also available for purchase for $30. On 
Tuesdays after Morning Prayer, stick around for coffee, cake, and conversations 
with our priests. 

• Weekly Healing Prayer. Members of our Healing Prayer Crew are available in the 
Nave every Tuesday from 12:00 to 2:00 pm to offer prayers to anyone in need. No 
appointment necessary, and feel free to invite others. Everything is confidential 
and done with care.  
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 
Each year the entire church gathers for a parish meeting to reflect upon what God has 
done in the previous year and to anticipate the next. This meeting includes the 
presentation of the 2022 budget, the election of new Vestry members, and the Annual 
Parish Report for 2021. We will meet on Sunday, January 23 at 6:00 pm and frame our 
time together with Evening Prayer.  
 
As it pertains to Vestry members, according to the bylaws of our church, members of the 
Vestry serve a term of two years. Each year, those outgoing members of the Vestry serve 
as the Nominating Committee for new members to be elected at the Annual Parish 
Meeting. After receiving recommendations from the parish, the Committee, chaired by 
Lloyd Tatum, submits the following candidates for election.  
 
Vicki Burch was born in Florence, Alabama and is one of four children. The family 
moved to Nashville in the 1960s, and she attended high school at Harpeth Hall. Vicki 
has been married to Bruce Burch for 44 years. Both she and Bruce graduated from the 
University of Kentucky where they met and are avid Kentucky sports fans. The Burches 
moved to Jackson in 1979. At that time, Vicki assumed the position of President/CEO of 
West Tennessee Business College until her retirement in 2019. During her 40-year 
career in the West Tennessee business community, she has been very active in many local 
organizations. Vicki has served on many local boards such as the Jackson Area Chamber 
of Commerce, the Jackson Arts Council, Hands Up, WRAP, the YMCA, the Disaster 
Relief Fund, and was a member of the Jackson Rotary Club for over 25 years, serving as 
president in 2004–05. Vicki has also been associated with the West Tennessee 
Healthcare Foundation for many years and served as the president of the Foundation’s 
Board of Directors from 2008–11. In 2013, Vicki was appointed to the Board of Trustees 
of West Tennessee Healthcare. She served as Chairwoman of the Board from 2016–18. 
Currently she is serving as a member of the Board in her second five-year term. Along 
with being active in the Jackson community, Vicki has been a member of All Saints since 
2012. Vicki and her husband Bruce helped raised their niece Brooke Flanagan, and they 
enjoy spending time with Brooke, her husband Mike, and their three children, Charlotte, 
Mina, and Alex. Vicki and Bruce enjoy gardening, travel and spending time with Vicki’s 
mother, Mary Louise Flanagan. 
 
Ben Matthews is a native Jacksonian. He graduated from Union University (in a previous 
century) with a major in Chemistry. After graduate study in Chemistry at Memphis State 
University, now the University of Memphis, he was employed as a Chemist with the 
Tennessee Division of Water Quality Control. After many years and several 
reorganizations, he retired as an Environmental Specialist with the Division of Water 
Pollution Control in the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation. He 
and Denise have a combined total of five adult children and four grandchildren. Ben is a 
licensed radio amateur and enjoys woodworking. He and Denise appreciate the liturgy 
and reverence of worship and the weekly observance of the Eucharist at All Saints.   
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David Nailling grew up in Union City, TN, attending the First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), which several of his ancestors helped to found. David was 
confirmed into the Episcopal Church at St. James, Union City, in March 1985. There 
David served for several years as Youth Advisor and as a Lay Eucharistic Minister as well 
as on several diocesan committees.  In 1994 he moved to Jackson for his employment 
with the Tennessee Department of Health as a Disease Intervention Specialist. David 
attended St. Luke’s, Jackson, where he was a choir member. In the summer of 2005, 
David and his family started attending All Saints where he continued to serve as a choir 
member and a Lay Eucharistic Minister. David is also a Tennessee Extension Master 
Gardener and also enjoys competitive shooting matches using both original and 
reproduction Civil War weapons. He also enjoys reading, hunting and fishing, bird 
watching, and ham radio in his spare time. 
 
Rachel Stranquist grew up in eastern Pennsylvania and southern Ohio, and has lived in 
Tennessee since 2014. A forensic scientist with the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 
(TBI), she graduated from Ohio University and Penn State University with degrees in 
Forensic Science. At All Saints, she is involved in GriefShare, volunteers in the nursery, 
and uses her sewing skills to support various aspects of ministry. She has been married to 
Jason since 2014, and the two have since adopted two much-loved German Shepherd 
dogs (Bodhi and Rosa). As an avid sewist, Rachel is working to start a part-time sewing 
business, and also enjoys spending time outdoors with her husband and furry friends.  
 
 

STAFF UPDATES for 2022 
 
Donna Taylor, who has faithfully served as our Parish Administrator for 15 years, is now 
working solely as our Financial Director. She is available in the church office only on 
Wednesdays, but can be reached at other times via email: donna@allsaintsjackson.com. 
Feel free to contact Donna with any questions regarding your financial contributions. 
 
Laura Griffith, who was recently hired in October to work remotely as an Administrative 
Assistant, is now expanding her role to serve as our Ministry Coordinator. She is 
available in the church office on Monday mornings, Tuesdays, and Friday mornings, but 
can be reached at other times via email: laura@allsaintsjackson.com. Feel free to contact 
Laura with any questions regarding our ministries and programming. She will also be 
providing oversight for our ministry to youth. 
 
Deacon Nan Thomas, who was recently ordained in October along with Deacon Barbara 
Reed, is now also serving in a part-time staff role as our Minister of Spiritual Formation. 
She is available in the church office on Thursdays, but can be reached at other times via 
email: nfthomas58@gmail.com. 
 
We are excited to see how the Lord is working to form such a wonderful staff team that 
helps with the operations of All Saints as well as equips the saints for ministry. 



 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cross and     facilitators: Fr. Wes Gristy  

the Lynching Tree     and David Thomas 

by James Cone    first meeting: Tues, Jan 18 at 3:30pm 

The cross and the lynching tree are the two most emotionally charged symbols 
in the history of the African American community. In this powerful new work, 
theologian James H. Cone explores these symbols and their interconnection in 
the history and souls of black folk. 

 

Davita’s Harp     facilitator: Rebecca Edgren 

by Chaim Potok    first meeting: Wed, Jan 19 at 7pm 

This haunting novel follows Davita Chandal, the daughter of ex-religious, 
politically radical parents, as she comes of age in 1940s New York, amid global 
turmoil and its deeply personal cost. With his characteristic eye for the 
intersection of psychology and theology, Potok gives us a character struggling 
through tragedy and childhood via art, friendship, and—most of all—liturgy. 

 

Just Spirituality   facilitator: Olivia Abernathy 

by Mae Elise Cannon   first meeting: Wed, Jan 19 at 6:30pm 

Activist and historian Mae Elise Cannon explores the direct connection 
between one’s personal relationship with God and outward actions of mercy, 
compassion, and advocacy. She shows how notable Christian leaders’ spiritual 
practices helped them face societal challenges. Find yourself spiritually 
transformed by historic and modern-day examples, and follow in their 
footsteps in just service to the world. 

 



 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Inquirers Group is a six-week introduction to 
the Anglican Tradition to assist those who’d like to 
learn more about Anglican history, theology, and 
practice. Inquirers is also the first step toward 
confirmation (if you choose) when our bishop visits 
on Sunday, May 1. However, anyone desiring a 
refresher in Anglicanism is welcome to attend. The 
group begins on Wednesday, January 19 from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m. Signup in the foyer.  

 
You have the opportunity to be a part of a 
remarkable work that the Lord is doing among 
our children. Whether you’ve served before or are 
simply interested in learning more, you are invited 
to our Children’s Church Volunteer Dinner on 
Tuesday, January 25 at 6:00 pm. Contact Katie 
Beavers (katie.a.beavers@gmail.com) or the church 
office to let us know if you’d like to attend. 

 
 

God and the Pandemic  facilitators: Scott and Tamarin Huelin 

by N. T. Wright    first meeting: Wed, Jan 19 at 7pm 

Tired of the same old partisan positions on how to think about and respond to 
COVID? Looking for guidance on these questions that is biblical and 
theological rather than political and tribal? If so, join us to discuss N.T. 
Wright’s God and the Pandemic. 

 

The Ruthless Elimination  facilitators: Dn. Nan Thomas and 
of Hurry       Hilmar Skagfield 

by John Mark Comer   first meeting: Thurs, Jan 20 at 7pm 

This recent publication is an insightful synthesis of the spiritual formation 
contributions of Dallas Willard, Richard Foster and others.  Comer applies their 
insights and spiritual practices to our busy, hurried lives in the 21st century. 
A rewarding, down to earth, practical read! 
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THE DIOCESAN DISCERNMENT TEAM 
 
In 2019, Archbishop Foley Beach asked our bishop, Bishop Bill Atwood, to continue 
serving in his provincial role as the Dean of International Affairs for five more years. To 
complete this effort, the member congregations of our diocese committed to another five 
years in the International Diocese, after which time our bishop plans to retire. 
 
To start thinking about and planning for the implications of this for our diocesan future, 
the bishop has encouraged his parishes to appoint a team to do their own learning and 
discerning together about what kind of diocese would be best for their future. The 
Diocesan Discernment Team for All Saints Anglican Church will work closely with Fr. 
Wes and the Vestry to do two things: (1) to map out the characteristics of a healthy 
diocese that are important for the future of All Saints and compatible with our vision and 
approach to church ministry, and (2) to explore and assess future diocesan options for All 
Saints in light of its findings.  
 
The Team’s work is expected to begin in earnest this January, likely coming to 
completion in the summer of 2023. Frequent group and one-on-one meetings will be 
involved, reading and research, interviews, and even some travel. Regular reports will also 
be given to the Vestry to keep them up to date and informed. The Team will also be 
encouraged to help the Vestry share their progress with the Parish from time to time. 
 
The Team will consist of 5–6 confirmed members who are humble, hard-working, 
analytical thinkers, relatively familiar with Anglican polity, and eager to prayerfully 
discern the Spirit’s guidance for the good of All Saints, our Province, and God’s 
kingdom. The Vestry is excited to announce that the following parishioners have agreed 
to serve on this team: Landon Preston (chair), Jay Beavers, Jane Garrety, Scott Huelin, 
and Lynn Tatum. Please keep this team in your prayers. 
 
 

THE SHORTS 
 
Makeup Picture Day 
If you missed having your (and your family’s) photo taken for our new church directory, 
make plans to do so between services on Sunday, January 9 or 16 in the conference room.  
 
Altar Flowers 
If you would like to provide the altar flowers for a particular Sunday in honor or in 
memory of someone, please fill out the Connect Tab and you will be contacted with more 
information.  
 
Thanks for the Christmas Decorations 
Many thanks to Sally Slack, Fr. Chuck Filiatreau, and all those from the Flower Guild 
who helped decorate our Nave and Narthex for our Christmas services. 
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State of the Church 
Before our Annual Parish Meeting on the evening of Sunday, January 23, that morning 
during the Sunday sermon we will hear from Fr. Wes his annual “State of the Church.”  
 
Rite of Reconciliation 
We always encourage you to make an appointment with one of our priests to receive the 
Rite of Reconciliation (confession). Contact the church office to do so.  
 
January Birthdays 
8 Carole Beitz, 10 Linda Hayes, Ben Scott, 13 William Richards, Stephanie Traylor, Liz 
Vailes, 14 Gary Osborne, 16 Greg Jordan, 17 Charleyn Reviere, 19 Melisande Rowe, 20 
Eli Preston, 22 Ben House, 25 Marti Hall, 26 Tad Binkley, 27 Caroline Bagley, Jordan 
Tang, 28 Laura Griffith, 29 Megan Pinson 
 
January Anniversaries 
3 Rob and Lynn Binkley, 18 Earle and Alice Sloan, 20 Carl and Jean Diffee, 24 Rusty 
and Charleyn Reviere 
 

CLERGY & STAFF 
 
Rector  
The Rev. Wes Gristy 
(731) 298-4140 
wes@allsaintsjackson.com 
 
Curate for Church Planting   
The Rev. Ben Williams 
(731) 695-3617 
ben@allsaintsjackson.com 
 
Rector Emeritus   
The Rev. Chuck Filiatreau 
(731) 234-0773 
frchuck2846@gmail.com 
 
Minister of Spiritual Formation   
The Rev. Nan Thomas 
(731) 234-1706 
nfthomas58@gmail.com 
 
Deacon  
The Rev. Barbara Reed 
(865) 659-5101 
reedbatr@gmail.com 

 
 
 
Music Director   
Dr. Jordan Tang 
(731) 668-8962 
jcpptang@eplus.net 
 
Ministry Coordinator & Youth 
Laura Griffith 
(731) 660-2770 
laura@allsaintsjackson.com 
 
Children’s Church Coordinator   
Katie Beavers 
(585) 506-6772 
katie.a.beavers@gmail.com 
 
Financial Director  
Donna Taylor 
(731) 660-2770 
donna@allsaintsjackson.com 
 



 
VESTRY & PARISH MINISTRY 

 
Outreach  ||  Lynn Binkley 
lynn@allsaintsjackson.com 
 
Rector’s Warden  ||  Leslie Creasey 
lcreasylaw@gmail.com 
 
Building & Grounds  ||  Joy Moore 
jmoore@uu.edu 
 
Pastoral Care / Secretary   
Kay Shearin 
kayshearin1016@gmail.com 
 
Prayer  ||  Steven Swanson 
stevenswanson528@gmail.com 

Junior Warden  ||  Lloyd Tatum 
lloydtatum1@yahoo.com 
 
Visitor Connections  ||  Kevin Vailes 
kmvailes@yahoo.com 
 
Stewardship  ||  Carrie Whaley 
whaletales@outlook.com 
 
Treasurer (not on Vestry)  ||  Bev Carr 
bacarr1953@gmail.com 
 
Licensed Catechist (not on Vestry) 
Dr. Gary Osborne 
garywosborne@aol.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Saints Anglican Church 
212 McClellan Rd 
Jackson, TN  38305 


