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In recent months you may 

have heard someone 

mention the phrase “Sunday 

JAM.” Let me explain. Janie 

and I returned to Jackson in 

June of last year as church 

planters and immediately 

set to work establishing 

relationships with as many 

folks in our community as 

possible. The Lord has 

crossed our paths with so 

many new people that it has 

been difficult to keep up. On 

October 15, 2021, we held a retreat with the Vailes and Denker families who committed to our 

planting efforts early on. We all agreed that we needed a weekly gathering to which we could 

invite friends old and new. Thus was born Sunday JAM.  

Named after the initials of our temporary name, Jackson Anglican Mission, JAM was initiated 

to incubate a community. Our prayer was that it would solidify into a community that would 

be devoted to the apostle’s teaching, the fellowship, the breaking of bread, and the prayers 

(Acts 2:42). Our first gathering was held at 

the home of Kevin and Liz Vailes on 

October 24 with nine families (29 people 

total). Some families had expressed interest 

in our church planting efforts, others had 

not. We simply wanted to get together for a 

meal and fellowship. Regardless of 

whether these 9 families would join a new 

church, they have given our efforts a 

beginning.  

Sunday JAM continued to grow through 

December, and we capped the year off with 

Sunday JAM 
By Fr. Ben Williams 
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a Lessons and Carols service with 45 in attendance! We were seeing consistency and sensed 

that it was time to share our vision for a new Anglican church in Jackson. On January 16, 

after a meal and praying Compline, Janie and I shared our desire for a church plant to be a 

“place for the wanderers to dwell.” There are many in our city who are spiritually homeless 

and seeking community in a COVID-weary world. We wanted to invite our growing 

community to join us in this endeavor.  

Our missional map as church planters began with an initial discernment phase. We were 

charged to gather fifteen committed families equaling 40 individuals. While our largest 

gathering to date included 53 in attendance, we have 59 consistent attendees, equaling 

fifteen households! Of these, only six households were established members of All Saints. 

Our gatherings have grown to include praying Compline together, a short teaching and 

discussion time, and even a brief children’s lesson.  

As we near the end of this first discernment phase, we are asking All Saints to lift JAM up in 

prayer. Please pray that this fellowship will develop into a rich community with a heart for 

those wandering and searching for the family of God. We have a long way to go, but we are 

convinced that worship services are the result of the Body of Christ loving God and 

neighbor rather than the other way around. If you or someone you know would like to join 

us for Sunday JAM, please let us know by contacting me.  

 

Fr. Ben Williams 

ben@allsaintsjackson.com 

 

P.S. I’d love to add you to our newsletter; shoot me an email and we’ll get you signed up. 
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LENTEN PRACTICES  

Doing What Anglicans Do. During the Lenten 

Season, Anglicans have historically focused on the 

spiritual practices of prayer, fasting, and 

almsgiving.  Beginning with Prayer on Saturday, 

March 12, 9:00—10:30 am, Deacon Nan and others 

will consider core aspects of these practices and the 

various ways of incorporating them into our daily 

lives.  The session on Fasting will be on Saturday, 

March 19, and Almsgiving, on Saturday April 9. 

Catechism Class. Our seven-week Catechism 

Class begins on Wednesday, March 9 from 

6:30 to 8:00 pm. While this is one of the 

required steps for receiving confirmation, we 

encourage anyone who desires a refresher on 

the foundations of our faith to consider 

attending.  

Noonday Eucharist. Each Wednesday during Lent 

starting on March 9, we will offer a 30-minute said 

Eucharist at noon in our nave. Appointments are also 

available before or after the service for the Rite of 

Reconciliation (confession). Contact Fr. Wes or Fr. Ben 

to schedule.  

Church Workday. Join us Saturday, March 26 

at 9:00 am to help  spruce up our campus in 

anticipation for Easter. Bring yard tools, hedge 

trimmers, blowers, wheel barrels, and 

whatever else you might need to help make 

our landscaping beautiful.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

St. Patrick’s Day Men’s Gathering. All men and 

their friends are invited to celebrate St. Patrick’s 

Day a couple of days late on Saturday, March 19, 

at 4:00 pm with a crawfish boil at Adam Pipkin’s 

place (5120 US Highway 412 West). BYOB and $10 

to offset food costs.  

Ladies Koinonia. A chance for the women of All 

Saints to meet for fellowship, study, and prayer, the 

next Ladies Koinonia gathering will be March 14, 

from 6:00 to 8:00 pm at 32 Country Club Cove, the 

home of Sheila Williamson.  

Called to Bless Conference. All Saints is hosting a 

conference free and open to the public on April 1—2 on the 

ministry of blessing others with guest speaker Fr. John Rice. 

Workshop topics include the Importance of Listening, the 

Role of the Holy Spirit, Health and Healing, Family, and 

others. Flyers are available in the foyer.   

New Wineskins 2022 Conference. Held every three 

years, New Wineskins is an intergenerational 

gathering of Anglican Christians seeking to join in 

God’s work across the world. A group from All 

Saints plans to attend, September 22—25, and early 

bird registration ends on March 31. Contact Terry 

Blakley (tblakley365@gmail.com) if interested. 
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THE SHORTS 

Rector’s Discretionary Fund 

As a reminder, the loose offering on the second Sunday of each month is designated for the 

Rector’s Discretionary Fund, which is used to help those in need. You can also designate a 

gift directly to the fund.  

 

Critical Prayer Chain 

If you ever have an urgent need that demands immediate prayer, call Dn. Barbara Reed at 

(865) 659-5101. You will soon have a number of people praying for your request.  

 

Youth Update: from Ministry Coordinator, Laura Griffith 

As I step into more 

leadership with our youth 

ministry, I am excited to 

share a taste of the way I am 

already seeing the Lord 

move in and among All 

Saints youth. Last Sunday, 

we hosted our largest Youth 

Encounter in recent years. 

As I looked around my jam-

packed living room during 

our lesson time, I was struck 

by the power of the Holy 

Spirit to flow through the 

chaos of nearly twenty 

middle-schoolers. What a gift to see these youth thoughtfully (and energetically!) engage in 

discussion and then transition to contemplative silence. I look forward to seeing how God 

continues to shape our youth individually and communally towards meaningful 

relationship with Himself and with one another.  

If you would like to learn more about getting involved in ministering to our youth, or if 

you are interested in hosting a future youth gathering, please reach out to me 

(laura@allsaintsjackson.com). We would love to have you on board as we strive to 

encounter God's presence and grace alongside these students.  
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Celecia Osborne   1 

David Thomas   1 

David Laird    2 

Traci Pipkin    3 

Loyanne Cope   4 

Angie Box    5 

Barbara Reed   6 

Walter Townsend Jr.  6 

Rich Beitz    7 

Ben Matthews   10 

Rita Davis    14 

Julian Williamson   14 

Roman Insalaco   15 

Olive Williams   16 

Frannie Smith   19 

Ella Williams   20 

Eleanor Beasley   22 

Lynn Tatum    22 

Melinda Jordan   23 

Scott Huelin    29 

Kim Howerton   30 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

Ben and Grace Ann House  4 

Chris and Judy Doyle  9 

Jim and Loyanne Cope  19 

Ben and Nita Mehr   20 

Rich and Carole Beitz  22 
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Rector 

The Rev. Wes Gristy  

(731) 298-4140  

wes@allsaintsjackson.com 

 

Curate for Church Planting 

The Rev. Ben Williams 

(731) 695-3617  

ben@allsaintsjackson.com 

 

Rector Emeritus 

The Rev. Chuck Filiatreau 

(731) 234-0773  

frchuck2846@gmail.com 

 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 

The Rev. Nan Thomas  

(731) 234-1706  

nfthomas58@gmail.com 

 

Deacon 

The Rev. Barbara Reed  

(865) 659-5101  

reedbatr@gmail.com 

 

 

Music Director  

Dr. Jordan Tang  

(731) 668-8962  

jcpptang@eplus.net 

 

Ministry Coordinator & Youth 

Laura Griffith  

(731) 660-2770 

 laura@allsaintsjackson.com 

 

Children’s Church Coordinator 

Katie Beavers  

(585) 506-6772  

katie.a.beavers@gmail.com 

 

Financial Director 

Donna Taylor 

(731) 660-2770 

donna@allsaintsjackson.com 

CLERGY AND STAFF  

All Saints Anglican Church 

212 McClellan Rd 

Jackson, TN 38305 


