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Mission St. James 
Fr. Ben 

As a church planter I get a lot of questions such as, 

where is your new church? When are your 

services? Who comes to your church? I wish I 

could answer these questions, but beginning a new 

church takes time. One of the biggest questions 

that has lingered has been, What is the name of the 

new church? As a planter, I don’t get to answer 

this question because the name of a church is the 

bishop’s prerogative. However, planters can 

always make suggestions. As you may know, I 

belong to the Anglican Diocese of the South 

(ADOTS), which means my bishop is Foley Beach 

(also the archbishop of the ACNA). At a recent clergy retreat, I had the opportunity to update 

the bishop on our progress and suggest a name for our mission. He graciously approved! It is 

with great excitement and joy that I share with you the name of our church planting mission: 

Mission Saint James!  

St. James is also known as James the Just and it is easy to see why. He is not impressed by 

claims of faith and knowledge that do not take action to serve the vulnerable, especially 

widows and orphans (1:27). As the brother of our Lord, James knew what it looked like to love 

one’s neighbor as himself. He writes about suffering (1:2-3, 12-15, 5:7-12), prayer (1:5-8), 

humility (1:9-11, 4:13-17), living the Word (1:19-25), bridling the tongue (1:26, 3:1-12), showing 

partiality (2:1-13), faith in action (2:14-26), wisdom (3:13-18), seeking righteousness (4:1-12), 

and wealth (5:1-6). These concerns are an antidote to contemporary Christianity in the United 

States today. Mission Saint James will strive to make James’ concerns our own in our approach 

to worship, discipleship, community, and ministry. 

While our ultimate aim is to eventually become St. James Anglican Church, we are excited to 

spend the next season of our church planting adventure as an official mission within ADOTS 

and the ACNA. As we approach the summer months, please be in prayer for our team as we 

seek the lost, pray for the hurting, and share the love of Christ with the city of Jackson. If you 

would like more information on Mission Saint James or would like to join our Sunday JAM 

meetings, please email me at ben@allsaintsjackson.com 

CHURCH PLANT UPDATE 



PRAYERS FOR SABBATICAL 

Please be in prayer for Fr. Wes and his family as his two-month sabbatical begins on 

Monday, May 16. His primary aim during these months will be to take time to rest 

and recharge. Also be in prayer for Fr. Ben and the rest of our clergy and staff as they 

step up to fill in the gaps to keep our ministry programs and pastoral care going 

strong. Fr. Wes will return to All Saints on Sunday, July 17. 

We are so excited to welcome 

Katie Howerton to our All 

Saints staff as the new 

Communications Coordinator! 

Katie studied graphic design 

and drawing at Union 

University, where she went on 

to design and lead Our 

Jackson Home from 2015-2020. 

Since then, she has poured her 

creativity into her Disney-

inspired Etsy shop, Souvenear, 

and travel planning through 

startup Thatch. She, her 

h u s b a n d  J o r d a n ,  a n d 

daughters November (3) and 

Elinor (9 months) have been 

attending All Saints since last 

summer and are eager to see 

how this position can help 

them in the church’s mission 

to share in the life of God for 

the life of the world.  

STAFF UPDATES 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

Katie Howerton 



We celebrate with those who will be receiving the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on Sunday, 

May 8, at the 9:00 service: Eleanor Beasley, Abbey Wilson, Liam Wilson, Rowan Wilson, and 

Reid Wilson. The 10:45 service will also include the Renewal of Baptismal Vows.  

Each time we offer a baptism service, it gives us an opportunity to reflect upon our own 

baptisms. One aspect of baptism that is sometimes helpful to consider is its comparison to 

the Old Testament practice of circumcision. Circumcision was the sign of the covenant—the 

mark that one was born a Jew, born into the covenant people of God, the Israelite family. 

One did not choose his or her parents; God did.  

But being a Jew was no guarantee of ultimate salvation. One had to remain faithful to the 

covenant. One could always walk away from the family, or be unfaithful to the covenant. 

Furthermore, a Gentile could also become a Jew, get circumcised, and enter the covenant 

people of God. This wasn’t “salvation by works,” but how one became a covenant member 

of God’s family. 

Similarly, baptism in the New Testament replaces circumcision as the mark of the covenant. 

It is the initiation rite to enter into the family of God, which is why when people respond to 

the apostles’ sermons in Acts by saying, “What shall we then do?” the answer is always the 

same: “Repent and be baptized.” That is, join the family of God.  

The invitation is not to first believe and then second get baptized as a subsequent event that 

points to conversion. Baptism is rather part of the conversion event itself. Baptism is 

initiation. In his classic book on baptism, Michael Green puts it this way: 

The NT writers can use strongly instrumental language for baptism, language which 

makes many evangelical Christians, brought up to regard baptism as a witness to 

faith, very uneasy. But look at the force of these quotations. It is through baptism that 

you enter the “name” of the Trinity (Matt 28:19), through baptism that you are born 

again (John 3:5)... through baptism that you get buried in Christ’s death and raised 

with him in resurrection (Rom 6:3ff; Col 2:12), through baptism that you get 

incorporated into the one Christian body (1 Cor 12:13). 

In baptism, God promises to act. And so we say, “We thank you, Father, for the water of 

Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. 

Through it we are made regenerate by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your 

Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the 

Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” (BCP, 168) 

HOLY BAPTISM 



Commission, Ascension, Pentecost. The 

three go together. Before Jesus leaves 

this earth, he commissions his disciples 

to bear witness to him and his kingdom 

to the ends of the earth. But they must 

not begin this task until the Spirit comes 

to empower them, and the Spirit cannot 

come until Jesus ascends into heaven as 

the world’s rightful ruler. And so, 

Commission, Ascension, Pentecost. 

This sequence sets the scene not only for the entire book of Acts, but also for the entire life of 

the Church. We are a people commissioned by Jesus Christ to bear witness to him as the 

ascended Lord of all. We are a people committed to bringing the reign of Jesus in heaven to 

bear upon this earth. It is then 

Pentecost that makes this possible. 

Only through the power of the 

Spirit can the Church bear witness 

to Christ and his reign over all 

things. Only through the power of 

the Spirit can the church follow in 

the way of Jesus so that God’s 

kingdom may come on earth as in 

heaven. 

Pentecost, then, is the season of the church age. The Spirit has fallen upon us. The winter is 

over. New creation is in bloom. It is time to go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of 

the Spirit. 

We invite you to join us for this year’s Ascension Day service on Thursday, May 26, at 12:00 

pm, and for this year’s Pentecost services on Sunday, June 5.  

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 

peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 

you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the 

coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR 



CONGRATS TO OUR GRADS !!  

Anne Adams is graduating from Union University, with a degree in 

Applied Linguistics and History. She will be starting the MA in 

Speech Language Pathology at the University of Memphis in the fall. 

Chelsy Crawford is graduating with a certificate in Spiritual Direction 

from Richmont Graduate University. Spiritual Direction is “help given 

by one Christian to another which enables that person to pay attention 

to God’s personal communication to him or her, to respond to this 

personally communicating God, to grow in intimacy with this God, 

and to live out the consequences of the relationship” (William A. 

Barry and William J. Connolly, The Practice of Spiritual Direction). 

She is excited to see how the Lord will use this training as ministry 

ground at All Saints and beyond! 

Ben Crouch is graduating from Union University with a Bachelor of 
Science in business administration (BSBA) with a focus on 
management. He plans to attend Candler school of theology at 
Emory University to complete a Master of Theological Studies 
(MTS). 

Griffin Laird will graduate with both a BS in Chemistry and a BA in 

Spanish on May 14, 2022 from Rhodes College. Griffin will graduate 

Summa Cum Laude. He was elected to Phi Beta Kappa as a Junior. 

His family is very proud of his hard work!! Griffin’s plans for the 

next year have not been solidified yet, but he plans to attend medical 

school.   

Weston Box is graduating from the University of TN at Knoxville 

with a Bachelors in Agriculture Business with a concentration in Law 

and Policy. He received the top graduate award from the Herbert 

College of Agriculture and will attend UT Law School. 



O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light rises up in 
darkness for the godly: Grant these graduates, in all their doubts and 
uncertainties, the grace to ask what you would have them do, that the Spirit 
of wisdom may save them from all false choices; that in your light they may 
see light, and in your straight path they may not stumble; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Collect #77: For Guidance (BCP, 669)  

Addy Pflasterer is graduating from Xavier’s School for Gifted 

Youngsters. Her future plans are to join the X-men and fight for 

freedom with her mutant powers. Hehe…just kidding! She is actually 

graduating from Pflasterer Academy and is interested in becoming a 

Running Coach and Writer. 

Gabrielle McClellan is earning a degree in English with a minor in 

theological studies from Union University. In the fall, she will be 

moving to Chattanooga to be a part of the Fellows Program. She 

hopes to put down roots in Chattanooga and pursue further 

education in counseling or higher education.  

Hannah Miller is graduating from Union University in December of 

this year with a Bachelor of Science with Honors in Sociology and a 

minor in Biology. She will be marrying Erik Lewis in July of this 

year, staying in Jackson until he graduates next spring, and then 

going to Physical Therapy Assistant school in Memphis next 

summer. Woohoo! 

Anna-Caroline Moore is graduating on May 12 from South Gibson 

County High School in Medina. She plans to attend Mississippi State 

University where she will study psychology. 

(continued on next page) 



Maclin Williamson is graduating from UT Martin this December 

with a Master’s degree in administration and hopes to possibly 

become an Assistant Principal. 

Caitlin Nicole Wright is graduating cum laude from Jackson State 

Community College on May 7th. She has earned her Associate of 

Applied Science degree in Heath Science. She is also a Certified 

Phlebotomy Technician and Certified EKG Technician. She takes 

her national exam to be a Certified Medical Assistant at the end of 

May and hopes to work as a CMA locally in Jackson, TN by 

summertime. Her family is proud of her hard work and dedication!  

Raelen VanDuzer graduated from Union University in December 

of 2021 with a degree in Applied Linguistics & Economics. She will 

be marrying Zane Lancaster this summer and starting Vanderbilt 

University’s Audiology program in August..  

Daniel Thomas is graduating from Union University with a degree 

in Physics and a minor in mathematics. He plans to work full time 

in a non-career job while improving his woodworking abilities in 

hopes of becoming a full-time craftsman. 

Cate Price is graduating from  Union University with a degree in 

English  and Classical, Medieval, & Renaissance Studies. She plans 

to study abroad at the University of Oxford over the summer and 

will return in the fall to teach at a Classical school in Pensacola, FL.   

(GRADS CONT.) 



THE SHORTS 

Rector’s Discretionary Fund 

As a reminder, the loose offering on the second Sunday of each month is designated for the 
Rector’s Discretionary Fund, which is used to help those in need. You can also designate a gift 
directly to the fund. 

Critical Prayer Chain 

If you ever have an urgent need that demands immediate prayer, call Dn. Barbara Reed at 
(865) 659-5101. You will soon have a number of people praying for your request. 

Altar Flowers 

If you would like to provide the altar flowers for a particular Sunday in honor or in memory of 
someone, please contact the church office or fill out the Connect Tab on Sunday to receive 
more information.  

Blessing of the Burdened 

Jesus invites all those who carry heavy burdens 

to come to him and find rest. Everyone is 

invited to gather for a time of prayer and 

blessing on Wednesday, May 11 at 6:00 pm. The 

service will only last 15 minutes, but then you 

can stay as long as you’d like for additional 

prayer. Feel free to invite others to this event. 

Weekly Healing Prayer 

Members of our Healing Prayer Crew are now 

available in the Nave every Tuesday from 12:00 

to 2:00 pm to offer prayers for anyone in need. 

No appointment necessary, and feel free to invite 

a friend to participate as well. Everything is 

confidential and done with care.  



MAY BIRTHDAYS 

Jay Beavers 2 

Caroljeanne Phillips 3 

Carlin Diffee 8 

Vicki Burch 11 

Tommy Hedgepeth 15 

Beth Moore 16 

Wilbur Pope 17 

Reuben Vailes 18 

Jim Cope 19 

Keely Beasley 21 

Sheila Williamson 23 

Grace Creasy 25 

Rusty Reviere 28 

Ellis Williams 30 

Jenna Box 31 

Joseph Pipkin 31 

Myrah Ramirez 31 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

John and Barbara Reed 5 

Brad and Angie Box 17 

Leslie Creasy and Kim Howerton 17 

Harris and Elaine Humphreys 17 

David and Taylor Laird 22 

Landon and Stacy Preston 24 

Ian and Amanda Insalaco 26 

Kenn and Bev Carr 28 

Steven and Sally Swanson 28 

Kevin and Liz Vailes 28 

Dear All Saints Church Family,  

"Thank you" doesn't seem enough 
for all the generous gifts given to us 
when mom passed away.  From 
texts, calls, cards, food, and so 
much more, each was and 
continues to be so appreciated! 
Mom loved her church family,  as 
do we! Many thanks again! 

Love,  

Beth, Brandon, Anna-Caroline, & 
Miles Moore and Jeb Bagley 
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The Rev. Wes Gristy  

(731) 298-4140  

wes@allsaintsjackson.com 

 

Curate for Church Planting 

The Rev. Ben Williams 

(731) 695-3617  

ben@allsaintsjackson.com 

 

Rector Emeritus 

The Rev. Chuck Filiatreau 

(731) 234-0773  

frchuck2846@gmail.com 

 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 

The Rev. Nan Thomas  

(731) 234-1706  

nfthomas58@gmail.com 

 

Deacon 

The Rev. Barbara Reed  

(865) 659-5101  

reedbatr@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Music Director  

Dr. Jordan Tang  

(731) 668-8962  

jcpptang@eplus.net 

 

Ministry Coordinator & Youth 

Laura Griffith  

(731) 660-2770 

 laura@allsaintsjackson.com 

 

Children’s Church Coordinator 

Katie Beavers  

(585) 506-6772  

katie.a.beavers@gmail.com 

 

Financial Director 

Donna Taylor 

(731) 660-2770 

donna@allsaintsjackson.com 

 

Communications Coordinator 

Katie Howerton 

(731) 660-2770 

katie@allsaintsjackson.com 
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