THE CROWN
A Publication of All Saints Anglican Church

sharing in the life of God
for the life of the world

December 2020 || January 2021
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Surely the Lord is coming soon!
That, my friends, is the truth of Advent.
It is this weird, uncomfortable, wonderful season in the life of the
Church, a marked reminder that God’s kingdom, the reign of his Son,
and our salvation are always already, and right now, and not yet.
During Advent, we plan and prepare for the celebration of Christmas,
the Incarnation and the birth of God’s Son. We rejoice that Jesus is
King today and always! And we wait, knowing that so many of our
Lord’s promises are yet to be fulfilled--Jesus is coming soon to restore
all that is broken!
At the start of Advent, I always find myself thinking about Simeon and
Anna from the 2nd chapter of Luke’s Gospel. If you have never read
their story, you should take a moment to do so. God promised that one
day these two would see the Messiah. 40 days after Jesus’ birth, when
Simeon and Anna were near the end of their lives, God fulfilled his
promise not only to them, but to all the world. Upon meeting Christ,
Simeon and Anna were finally able to say, “Lord, now let your servant
depart in peace, for my eyes have seen the Savior!”
God asks us to take up the mantle of these two servants, to wait
faithfully for his Son’s return. In my opinion, Advent makes the waiting
easier, at least for a few short weeks every year. The traditions of the
season help to remind me daily that Jesus is on the way. Like
Robinhood waiting for King Richard, we have only to serve the true
King and his people until the man himself arrives!
So what does one do during Advent, in the midst of all this waiting
Well….many meaningful things!
Let’s start with the lighting of the Advent candles, perhaps the most
familiar Advent tradition. Your Advent wreath should be no mere
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holiday decoration. Each time you light the
candles of the wreath, you have an opportunity
to praise God for the light of Christ that shines
within a darkened world. On the first week, the
candle of Hope shines, showing us that
darkness will not win the day. The second
week, we light the candle of Love, knowing that
our Savior gave himself for us out of love, in his
birth, in his life, in his death, and in his
resurrection—one day, in love, he will call each
of us home to him. The pink candle of the
wreath is always lit during the third week of
Advent, the symbol of joy, to remind us that our
Lord is almost here; indeed, he has never been
so close! (On the third week of Advent, we also
start singing “Joy to the World”, which is a truly a
song about the Christ’s 2nd coming.) And then,
during the fourth week, with all candles lit, we
reflect on the peace that God will bring to this
world when his Son returns in the fullness of his
power.
Advent is a great opportunity to reflect on the
Christmas story itself, using the visuals of the
Nativity. You might begin, as our family does,
with an empty barn and manger, with the figures
of Joseph and Mary set far from their
destination. Tell the story of the Holy Family,
and God’s promises to Mary and Joseph
throughout the weeks of Advent, as you slowly
bring the figures closer to “Bethlehem.”
We encourage you also to celebrate the lives of
the Saints, who served and died in order that
you and I and so many others might know the
love of Christ. On December 3, tell the children
of Francis Xavier, who lived with the poor of
India and East Asia, sharing the gospel and
caring for the sick and the lonely. On Dec. 6,
celebrate the feast of St. Nicholas—I will be sure
to send you a collection of stories about the real
Santa Claus! We celebrate the Feast of Juan
Diego, or Cuauhtlatoatzin, on December 9, and
we tell the story of how a vision saved a whole
city. December 13th is St. Lucy’s Day—tell the
story of her faith and martyrdom. (Young ladies
might enjoy dressing up as her.) On December
17, we remember Dorothy Sayers and all that
she did to help those who work in America. And
on December 21, we tell the story of St. Thomas

the Apostle, and remind ourselves that even when we are
afraid, God is kind, gentle, and merciful to us.
With so many stories to tell, there must also be music!
Oh the Advent hymns! I look forward to singing these
every year—“People Look East”, “Come Thou Long
Expected Jesus”, “Lo, He Comes on Clouds
Descending”, and, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” Sing
in joy, sing in mourning, sing in expectation, but be sure
that you sing!
Finally, as with any season of preparation and penitence,
one should devote oneself to certain spiritual disciplines
as one is able. In Advent, there are three in particular
that I would encourage everyone to practice. As the
picture at the beginning of the article suggests, I would
say that you should strive for these well before buying
advent wreaths or fancy nativity sets!

Life at All Saints during COVID

The first discipline is Fasting. Much has been said at All
Saints on the importance of fasting. To deny ourselves
something that our body desires for a short time is to
remind ourselves, if we need these things so desperately,
how much more we need the love, and presence, and
care of our Father in Heaven. Whether you fast for
extended lengths of time, for only a meal or two, or from
a particular thing that brings you pleasure, the lesson is
the same. We all need Jesus to come into our lives.
More than food itself, we need the Bread of Heaven!

No matter the season, our calling as a community is
always to embody the way of Jesus for the sake of
others. But what does this look like in such a time as
this? What can we do as a church during this unique
season to remain faithful to our calling?
We believe that now is the time to give ourselves
more fully to those central parts of our life with God.
During this time of COVID, we have developed a
rallying cry to help us navigate these uncharted waters:
“Join a Group!”

The second Advent discipline is Almsgiving. What better
time to share the blessings of God with those in need
than during this season, when we prepare for Christmas
and reflect on God’s great gift of himself to the world! So
be generous, dear friends, as our God was and is
generous.
In your charity, you will find freedom.

“Pray with Others!”
“Worship on Sundays!”
While these practices do not exhaust all that it
means to live out our faith, this is a path we can all walk
along together. That’s why all of our programs and
activities this year are organized around this three-fold
structure.
What might these practices look like for you and
your family? While everyone is in a different place due
to this pandemic, we believe that in this way we can
continue to share in the life of God for the life of the
world.
Be sure to read through the following pages to learn
more about what groups are currently available, what
new ways we can pray together, and how we’re
continuing to make worship on Sundays a priority.

Having done all this, I encourage you to devote
yourselves to prayer, the third Advent discipline. There is
an old Jewish tradition of praying in the Messiah—rabbis
and the devoted would spend hours in prayer asking for
the Savior of the world to appear, beseeching God to
bring his hope, and love, and joy, and peace to those in
need. In their example, so follow. Strive for hours, dear
friends; start with minutes. Pray, and pray fervently!
For surely the Lord is coming soon! Amen. Come, Lord
Jesus!
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Though our series on “Rethinking Our Economics”
recently came to a conclusion, we hope this is only the
beginning of further conversations and dialogue about
this important topic. The following four groups below
are designed to be such a place. We hope you will
consider joining one.

Legacy Journey
starting Tuesday, December 1 at 6:00 pm
Chris Pope
This group will read Dave Ramsey's Legacy Journey and discuss God's perspective on
wealth, your personal and family legacy, and how He wants to use us to further His
kingdom work. This will be a five-week study group with the goal of learning how to
leave a legacy that matters. Email Chris at chris.pope@eplus.net to join.

Financial Stewardship & Accountability
starting Wednesday, December 2 at 6:00 pm
Carrie Whaley
Anyone interested in meeting to explore financial stewardship and accountability is
invited to attend our first meeting. We will determine then the direction of the group
and how to proceed. Feel free to come if you want to just see what it’s about and what
comes next (so do I)! Email Carrie at whaletales@outlook.com to join.

Just Generosity
starting Thursday, December 3 at noon
Fr. Brian Larsen Wells via Zoom
Just Generosity calls Christians to examine their priorities and pocketbooks in the
face of a scandalous tendency to overlook those among us who suffer while we live in
practical opulence. This holistic approach goes far beyond donating clothes or money,
envisioning a world in which faith-based groups work with businesses, the media, and
the government to help end poverty. Email Fr. Brian at brian@allsaintsjackson.com.

Money & Possessions
starting Thursday, December 3 at 7:30 pm
Jay Beavers
The focus of this group will be to read about money from a scriptural and theological
perspective as to how we can participate in a more neighborly and life-giving
economy at All Saints and in Jackson. We’ll meet over Zoom at first and then decide if
we’d like to do something more in person. Email Jay at jbeavers@uu.edu to join.
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Wonderers Bible Study
continues every other Sunday from 5:00 to 5:30 pm
Fr. Brian Larsen Wells via Zoom
Our students ages 9—12 are invited to join a weekly Zoom call
for fellowship and Bible study. Currently, we are exploring the
early stories of the Old Testament. Contact Fr. Brian if you’d
like to be on the invite list.

Listening to Our Neighbor
continues on Sundays at 7:30 pm
Fr. Brian Larsen Wells via Zoom
Listening to Our Neighbor is a series of various book clubs
designed to foster conversations around race, bigotry, and
healing. The mid-December book is The New Jim Crow by
Michelle Alexander. Contact Fr. Brian if you'd like to learn more or
participate.

Lectionary Reflections: Isaiah
continues on Wednesdays at 11:30 am
Fr. Wes Gristy via Zoom
This group plans to discuss our Daily Office Lectionary readings
that will come from Isaiah during mid-October through December.
Contact Fr. Wes if you’d like to participate.

Leviticus (Precept Bible Study)
starting Thursday, January 7 from 9:00 to 11:00 am
Denise Matthews via Zoom
Join us for this weekly study through the book of Leviticus that
features the Precept Inductive Bible Study Method.
Contact Denise at nissishope@gmail.com if you'd like to learn
more or register for the group. .
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Covenant (Precept Bible Study)
starting Friday, January 8 from 9:00 to 11:00 am
Denise Matthews via Zoom
Join us for the weekly study of how God enters into binding
agreements with his people and how that moves the biblical
narrative forward from Genesis to Revelation. This study will
transform the way you read the Scriptures! Contact Denise at
nissishope@gmail.com if you'd like to learn more or register for
the group.

Grief Share
starting Thursday, January 28 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm
Carrie Whaley at All Saints
Grief Share is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk
alongside you through one of life’s most difficult experiences.
You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. Contact
Carrie Whaley at whaletales@outlook.com if you’d like to join.

More Groups to Come
If none of these groups is of interest to you, that’s okay, because
we will offer more in the months to come. If you have an idea, or
are interested in facilitating some type of group—book club,
support, study, care, etc.—please let Fr. Wes or Fr. Brian know.
We believe that nurturing intentional relationships with one
another through these groups is essential during this time.
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Morning Prayer
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8:00 am
Fr. Brian (Tues) / Fr. Wes (Thursday)— both via Zoom
Join a small group of folks who meet weekly via Zoom on
Tuesdays and/or Thursdays to go through Morning Prayer
together. Contact either Fr. Brian or Fr. Wes to receive invite links.
Wednesdays at 6:30 am
Kevin Vailes at All Saints
For our early risers, contact Kevin Vailes at kmvailes@yahoo.com
if you are interested in meeting at the church with face masks
each Wednesday at 6:30 am for Morning Prayer.

Thanksgiving Service
Thursday, November 26 at 10:00 am
All Saints
We will offer a said-Eucharistic service on Thanksgiving at 10:00
am that should last approximately 45 minutes. We will also
stream the service online for those who chose to stay home. We
hope you will join us.

Advent Retreat at a Distance
Saturday, December 5 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Nan Thomas at All Saints
In addition to the nave, there are numerous spaces for folks to sit
apart, and we are modifying the time from the morning to the
afternoon so that it might be warmer for folks to sit outside. Bring
your Bibles, journals, and a lawn chair. For more
information, contact Nan Thomas at nfthomas58@gmail.com.

More Opportunities to Come
If none of these prayer opportunities works for you, that’s okay.
We hope to offer more soon. More importantly, we hope that you
will take it upon yourself to pray with others in whatever way
works best for you and your family. And if there’s a prayer group
or event that you’d like to help get started, please let Fr. Wes or
Fr. Brian know. We believe that praying together is essential
during this time.
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Sunday Eucharist
Since we began regathering as a church for Sunday
worship, we have been ever-mindful that indoor
gatherings are a high-risk environment for the
transmission of the coronavirus. This is why we have
been regathering in phases while cautiously lagging
behind the transitions made by our local government and
even other churches. We are so encouraged by how
everyone has been careful to follow our regathering
guidelines as we’ve adjusted to a different corporate
worship experience.
Currently we are offering bread-only Eucharist. We
have been in consultation with our bishop and other
Anglican churches in terms of how to offer Communion in
the safest way possible. As a reminder, here are a few of
the key changes we have put in place in terms of how we
administer Communion:
•

The wafers are covered on the altar while the
presider prays the Great Thanksgiving.

•

Instead of the people coming forward to receive
Communion, the priests will distribute the bread to
people as they remain seated with their masks on.

•

•

Once everyone has been given bread, the
congregation will be instructed to lift up their masks
so that we can all partake of the Body of Christ
together at the same time.

For those who choose to stay home, we continue to offer a
live feed of the 9:00 am service as well as a copy of the
bulletin. The Collect for Spiritual Communion (BCP19, 677)
will be included in the bulletin for those at home to pray
since they will not be able to receive.
Our other regathering guidelines continue to be in
place, the essentials of which are listed below:
•

Households sit together, keeping six feet of
distance from others, and masks continue to be
required inside the building.

•

Since the nursery and Children’s Church are not yet
offered, please do your best to keep your children
close at all times.

•

There is still no singing inside, though after the
service we sing the doxology outside together.

We will continue to assess these restrictions as we
prayerfully consider both care for our neighbor as well as
the importance of our corporate worship.

The priest will be masked as he administers the
bread to each person.

Gifts for the Christ Child
Despite COVID, we are still participating this year in Salvation
Army’s “Gifts for the Christ.” Tags of different children in need of
Christmas presents are pinned to our bulletin board in the narthex.
Choose a child, write your name beside the child’s name on the
signup sheet, purchase and wrap gifts according to the child’s
sizes and wishes, and then bring your gifts to the church on or
before Sunday, December 13. Make sure that each individual gift
has the name and ID # of the child written noticeably on the
outside. Many thanks to all those who participate each year to
bless children and their families living in our local community.
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2021 Pledges Due
Remember to turn in your 2021
pledge forms to the church office as
soon as you can. Our Finance Team
plans to meet in early December to
begin forming our 2021 budget.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Cindy Tang

8

Carole Beitz

4

Janet Brown

10

Linda Hayes

5

Lucy Beavers

13

Abbie Gristy
Brandon Moore
12

William Richards
Stephanie Traylor
Liz Vailes

Brad Box

14

14

John Reed

16

Greg Jordan

Critical Prayer Chain

19

Cal Phillips

17

Charleyn Reviere

Hannah Vailes

If you ever have an urgent need that
demands immediate prayer, call
Barbara Reed, who manages the
Critical Prayer Chain, at (865) 6595101. You will soon have a number
of people praying for your request. Or
you can contact Barbara if you’d like
to be on this prayer team.

18

Sarah Carraher

20

Marty Courcelle

19

Melisande Rowe

23

Lauren Insalaco

20

Eli Preston

Brad Priester

22

Ben House

26

Charlie Blaschke

26

Tad Binkley

Daryl Chansuthus

27

Caroline Bagley

27

Katherine Cheshire

Jordan Tang

Taylor Laird

28

Abigail Neel

Rob Binkley

29

Megan Pinson

Grace Ann House

Annual Parish Meeting
Each year the entire church gathers
for a parish meeting to reflect upon
what God has done in the previous
year and to anticipate the next. This
meeting includes the presentation of
the 2021 budget, the election of new
Vestry members, and the Annual
Parish Report for 2020. Mark your
calendars for Wednesday, January
27 at 6:00 p.m. The format will be
determined as we get closer to the
meeting.

Jill DuVal

Sally Dabney
30

Gary Osborne

Josiah Salazar
31

Sylvia Beavers

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
9

Aaron and Keely Beasley

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
3

Rob and Lynn Binkley
Earle and Alice Sloan

20

Carl and Jean Diffee

24 Rusty and Charleyn Reviere

Julian and Sheila Williamson
13

Lloyd and Lynn Tatum

18

Brian and Amanda Larsen Wells

21

David and Nan Thomas

28

Fr. Chuck and Gretchen Filiatreau

If your birthday or anniversary is not
listed above, please contact the church
office at donna@allsaintsjackson.com or
660-2770.

Sean and Diana Neel
31

Jay and Katie Beavers

Christmas Flowers
Each year, All Saints celebrates the tradition of
donating flowers in thanksgiving or memory of loved
ones for our Christmas services. You may contribute
toward the purchase of Christmas flowers by submitting
a form that will be found on the table in the foyer during
Advent. Make checks payable to All Saints and write
“Christmas flowers” on the memo line. Please turn in
your form and check by Sunday, December 13.
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DECEMBER 2020

Clergy & Staff

Vestry & Treasurer

EACH SUNDAY

Rector || Fr. Wes Gristy
Office Days: Monday to Thursday
wes@allsaintsjackson.com

Rector’s Warden
Chris Pope—Church Planting

9:00 & 10:30 am
Morning Prayer

Junior Warden
Lloyd Tatum—Finance Chair

7:30 pm
Listening to Our Neighbor

Secretary
Jay Beavers—Stewardship

EACH TUESDAY

Priest to Families || Fr. Brian Larsen Wells
Office Days: Tuesday to Friday
brian@allsaintsjackson.com
Rector Emeritus || Fr. Chuck Filiatreau
frchuck2846@gmail.com

Lynn Binkley—Outreach

Licensed Catechist || Dr. Gary Osborne
garywosborne@aol.com

Melinda Jordan—Pastoral Care

Music Director || Dr. Jordan Tang
jcpptang@eplus.net

Joy Moore—Building & Grounds

Parish Administrator || Donna Taylor
donna@allsaintsjackson.com
(731) 660-2770
info@allsaintsjackson.com
www.allsaintsjackson.com

All Saints Anglican Church
212 McClellan Rd
Jackson, TN 38305

Taylor Laird—Visitor Connections

8:00 am
Video Morning Prayer

EACH WEDNESDAY

Steven Swanson—Prayer

6:30 am
Morning Prayer

Treasurer
Ben Mehr (not on Vestry)

EACH THURSDAY
8:00 am
Video Morning Prayer

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

