
THE DECEMBER CROWN 
(newsletter under construction) 

 
Happy New Year! With the arrival of Advent, 
a new Church Calendar Year has begun. The 
first cycle of seasons of our Church Calendar 
runs from Advent (fast) to Christmas (feast) to 
Epiphany (mission). Some call this “The Cycle 
of Light,” as Advent reminds us that we live in 
a world of darkness, a world in which we long 

for the Light to come. At Christmas, a faint Light appears in the most unexpected way, a 
helpless baby. But with Epiphany, the Light is now manifesting itself in all sorts of ways, 
illuminating our dark world. 
 
Contrary to popular thought, Advent is not Christmas. It is a time to prepare for the 
coming of the Lord; a time to wait for the Light to shine; a time to repent from our sins 
and pursue lives of holiness. There are many ways we can observe Advent together: 
 

• The Four Sundays of Advent. Join us on the Sundays of November 28, December 
5, 12, and 19 for our normally scheduled services at 9:00 and 10:45 am. Our 
liturgy will be noticeably more penitential as we cry out for the Lord’s arrival. 

• Wednesday Noonday Eucharist. Each Wednesday during Advent (December 1, 
8, 15, and 22) we will offer a said Eucharistic service from 12:00 to 12:30 pm. We 
encourage you to fast on these days. 

• Advent Silent Retreat. Join us for a morning of silent prayer and reflection on 
Saturday, December 4 from 8:30 to 11:30. Bring your Bible, journal, coffee, and a 
lawn chair. Inside space will also be available. A retreat guide and refreshments 
will be provided. 

• Gifts for the Christ Child. We invite you to participate in our annual “Gifts for 
the Christ Child” ministry project by signing up on Sundays to purchase and wrap 
gifts for a local child. 

• Evening Prayer & Bible Study. On Wednesday, December 15 at 6:30 pm we will 
offer both an Evening Prayer service followed by a Bible Study on one of the 
assigned lectionary readings.  

• Morning Prayer. We continue to offer Morning Prayer every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 8:15 am. Prayer books are also available for purchase for $30. 

• Weekly Healing Prayer. Members of our Healing Prayer Crew are available in the 
Nave every Tuesday from 12:00 to 2:00 pm to offer prayers to anyone in need 
(except for December 21 and 28). No appointment necessary, and feel free to 
invite others. Everything is confidential and done with care.  

• Rite of Reconciliation. We encourage you to make an appointment with one of 
our priests to receive the Rite of Reconciliation (confession). Cards are available in 
the foyer that describe what this entails. 
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New Photo Directory 
To help us create a new photo directory, please make plans for you and your family to get 
your picture taken in between services on any Sunday during Advent. 

 

 
 
Christmas Flowers 
Each year during Christmas, All Saints celebrates the tradition of donating flowers in 
thanksgiving or in memory of loved ones for our Christmas services. You may contribute 
toward the purchase of Christmas flowers by submitting a special form found on the table 
in the foyer during Advent. Be sure to print clearly and list the appropriate dedication on 
your form. Make checks out to All Saints and write “Flower Fund” on the memo line. 
Thanks in advance for making our Christmas celebration beautiful. Dedications will be 
listed in the Christmas Eve bulletins. 
 
Speaking of Flowers 
If you would like to provide the altar flowers for a particular Sunday in honor or in 
memory of someone, please fill out the Connect Tab and you will be contacted with more 
information.  
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Meet Our New Confirmands! 
 

 
first service confirmands from left to right: Mark and Susan McDonald, Rachel and Jason Strandquist, 
Hilmar Skagfield, Cindy Jayne, Suzanne Boyd, Ally and Jeremy Blaschke 
 
Mark McDonald is from Albertville, AL, and is a Mathematics Teacher and 
Department Chair at Augustine School. He has been captured by the Anglican Way, a 
spiritually rich way of following Jesus. Mark appreciates that Anglicanism highlights the 
places where Heaven and Earth intersect, particularly in the Eucharist. He sees that the 
Holy Spirit is at work in the lives of the people of All Saints, and when you see such 
evidence, it’s easy to want to be a part of it. 
 
Susan McDonald is an Administrative Assistance at Union University’s College of 
Nursing, originally from Arizona. She enjoys singing, home projects, and baking. She 
loves learning about the history and tradition of the Anglican church, and finds that they 
quiet her thoughts so she can really connect with Christ. Susan feels at home at All 
Saints. During Sunday services, she has found that her mind can let go of the pain and 
sorrow of the world. All Saints has been amazing for her children and she feels like so 
many people have bent over backwards to help William. “All Saints is a community like 
no other!” 
 
Rachel Strandquist is from Williamsport, PA and is a Forensic Scientist with the TBI. 
Her hobbies include sewing and staying active with her and Jason’s four-legged Shepherd 
friends Bodhi, and their newest addition, Rosa. Rachel’s favorite things about 
Anglicanism are the safe space it provides people with questions and the support it offers 
people’s faith journey. She is at All Saints because it’s a great community of people who 
truly care about her and her husband’s well-being and relationship with God. 
 
Jason Strandquist is a history teacher at University School of Jackson. He’s originally 
from Peoria, IL, whose hobbies include dog care, fitness, and do-it-yourself projects. 
Jason’s favorite thing about Anglicanism is The Threefold Rule (Office, Eucharist, 
Devotion). He first visited All Saints with his wife, Rachel, in 2017, and they both have 
been coming back ever since. They sought a liturgically-based church when they moved 
to Jackson and quickly felt at home both in worship and in community. 
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Hilmar Skagfield is a producer from Tallahassee. His favorite thing about Anglicanism is 
the breadth of beliefs and journeys brought into communal commitment to Jesus. He has 
very much enjoyed getting involved in the healing prayer ministry, and he loves the 
experience of participating in All Saints’ communal commitment to Jesus. 
 
Cindy Jayne is from Baton Rouge, LA, and is a Professor of Spanish and Intercultural 
Studies (retired from Union University as Associate Provost for International & 
Intercultural Studies). Her favorite thing about Anglicanism is the liturgy. For Cindy, the 
liturgy creates a spiritual space that draws her into worship and moves her deeply. It is an 
intensely personal experience, but every part of it reminds her that she shares this spiritual 
space with people everywhere who hold these same prayers and practices in common. 
Cindy and her late husband, Keith, first visited All Saints with Dr. Dockery and other 
colleagues from Union to hear Dr. Senyonyi. They came back for Melinda and Greg 
Jordan’s confirmation and a Christmas Eve program. These were wonderful visits for 
both of them. Shortly after Keith’s death, Melinda and Greg invited her to join them for 
the Good Friday service, which is when she began to understand the power of the liturgy 
to be a space for healing. In the four years since, All Saints has allowed Cindy the time 
and space to grow and share in the life of the community as she was figuring things out.  
 
Suzanne Boyd works in marketing, public relations, development, and event planning. 
She’s a native of Jackson who enjoys cooking, running, gardening, and spending time 
with family and friends. Suzanne’s favorite things about Anglicanism are the traditions, 
the ceremony, and the reverence. She is at All Saints because it has been for her a great 
church with an awesome mission and vision. 
 
Ally Blaschke is a Science Teacher at Augustine School, originally from Elizabethtown, 
KY. She enjoys baking, collecting and hopefully not killing houseplants, reading classic 
literature, and spending time with friends and family. Ally’s favorite thing about 
Anglicanism is its liturgical worship that engages the mind, body, and soul. She first 
came to All Saints for the liturgical worship, and then stayed for the authentic 
multigenerational relationships.  
 
Jeremy Blaschke is a Professor of Zoology at Union University, originally from New 
Mexico. His favorite thing about Anglicanism is its generous orthodoxy. Jeremy sees that 
All Saints has created a welcoming community of believers who come from diverse 
backgrounds yet who all share the same goals of loving God, helping each other, and 
caring for the world. He loves the openness and commitment to humble and gracious 
dialogue on points of theology that can often become divisive.  
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Meet Our New Confirmands! 
 

 
second service confirmands from left to right: Gideon Vailes, Hannah Vailes, Ben Scott, Elyzabeth and 
Ryan Pflasterer, Caroljeanne and Cal Phillips, Denise and Ben Matthews 
 
Gideon Vailes is from Jackson and attends Augustine School. His hobbies include 
reading and playing video games. Gideon likes that Anglicanism actually involves and 
emphasizes children and youth. He goes to All Saints because his family moved here a 
few years ago. 
 
Hannah Vailes also is from Jackson and attends Augustine School. She enjoys reading 
and horse riding. Hannah’s favorite things about Anglicanism are the liturgy and how the 
symbolism is intertwined into everything. She’s at All Saints because God called her 
family here a few years ago. 
 
Ben Scott is from Columbia, MO and attends Union University. His hobbies include 
playing the piano, watercolor painting, biking, and baking. His favorite thing about 
Anglicanism is the willingness to not have a position on everything controversial and the 
philosophy of generous orthodoxy. Ben visited All Saints to experience an Anglican 
Eucharistic service and stayed because of the people and the teaching. 
 
Elyzabeth Pflasterer is a Homemaker and Homeschool Mom born and raised in Jackson 
who enjoys reading and traveling. Her favorite thing about Anglicanism is all the richness 
and meaning in the liturgy. Elyzabeth is at All Saints because she received sincere 
welcome and healing hospitality.  
 
Ryan Pflasterer is originally from Aurora, CO, and his vocation is graphic design and 
printmaking. He enjoys filmmaking with his children. Ryan’s favorite thing about 
Anglicanism is all the different ways people can pray together. He initially connected to 
All Saints through the healing prayer pastorates, and eventually grafted into the church’s 
fellowship. 
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Caroljeanne Phillips is an Educator and Rental Manager. Though born in Arkansas, she 
was raised in Connecticut, so she’s mostly a Yankee. She and her husband, Cal, have 
been in Tennessee for 19 years now. About Anglicanism, she loves the variety of thinking 
among Anglicans, the acceptance of mystery while holding true to the Scriptures, and the 
consistency brought by The Book of Common Prayer. For both Caroljeanne and Cal, 
coming to All Saints was like coming home. They spent many years in the Episcopal 
Church and are glad to be back in familiar territory. 
 
Cal Phillips is a network engineer (wireless) who enjoys technology, RC flying, amateur 
radio, and of course, grandkids! He’s originally from Massachusetts and then metro 
NYC, but has been in Tennessee for the last 19 years. Cal loves the variety of thinking 
among Anglicans, the acceptance of mystery while holding true to Scriptures, and the 
consistency brought by The Book of Common Prayer. Like his wife, Caroljeanne, coming to 
All Saints was like coming home, as they spent many years in the Episcopal Church. 
 
Denise Matthews is from Wichita, Kansas and has worked as a tax accountant and in 
computer installation. Now she’s a Bible study leader! She enjoys machine embroidery, 
smocking, sewing, knitting and crochet, oil painting, and baking. Her favorite thing 
about Anglicanism is the liturgy. Denise loves the worship at All Saints, the people, and 
the unity of loving God. 
 
Ben Matthews is from Jackson, graduated from Union University, and his now retired. 
He enjoys wood working, and his favorite thing about Anglicanism is the liturgy. 
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THE SHORTS 
 
Reconvening the Choir 
Over the next few months, we will be exploring possible options for bringing back our 
Sunday choir: a four-part choir, a men’s ensemble, one or two services, etc. If you are 
musically capable and willing to serve in any way, please give Jordan Tang your feedback 
and interest level, as this will help us decide the best way forward. You can also use the 
Connect Tab on Sundays or email Jordan at jcpptang@eplus.net. 
 
End of Year Giving 
Please have your final financial contributions for 2021 to the office by Thursday, 
December 30 to qualify for tax deduction for this calendar year.  
 
Coming in January 
Epiphany House Blessings; Epiphany Book Clubs; Inquirers Group starting Sunday, 
January 16; Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday, January 26 
 
Honduras Mission 
Jim Warmbrod is leading a medical mission to Honduras on February 9–16. Please 
contact him if you’d like to learn more: (731) 234-4850. 
 
Lots of “Thank You’s” 
Many thanks to all who helped with refreshments, decorations, and clean up for our 
ordination and confirmation services during our bishop’s visit at the end of October. This 
includes Fr. Chuck Filiatreau, Lupe Mitchell, Celeste Pope, Kay Shearin, Sally Slack, 
and so many others who brought food.  
 
Precept Bible Study: Joshua 
An eight-week Precept Bible Study on the book of Joshua will begin on Thursday, 
January 6 from 9:00 to 11:30 am. Contact Denise Matthews if you are interested in 
participating: nissishope@gmail.com or (731) 343-2108. 
 
December Birthdays 
2 Cindy Tang, 4 Janie Williams, 5 Lucy Beavers, Abbie Gristy, Brandon Moore, 11 
Hannah Miller, Dillon Williams, 12 Brad Box, 14 John Reed, 19 Cal Phillips, Hannah 
Vailes, 20 Marty Courcelle, 23 Lauren Insalaco, Brad Priester, Larry Smith, 26 Charlie 
Blaschke, Daryl Chansuthus, 27 Kat Cheshire, Sally Dabney, Taylor Laird, 29 Ben 
Williams, 30 Rob Binkley, Grace Ann House, 31 Sylvia Beavers 
 
December Anniversaries 
9 Aaron and Keely Beasley, Julian and Sheila Williamson, 13 Lloyd and Lynn Tatum, 21 
David and Nan Thomas, 28 Fr. Chuck and Gretchen Filiatreau, 31 Jay and Katie Beavers 
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PHOTOS 
 
October 10—Groundbreaking Celebration 
 

 
 

 
 
October 17—Monktoberfest Men’s Gathering 
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October 24—Youth Encounter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 30—Deacon Ordination 
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From Deacon Barbara 
“Thank you” sounds hollow for how I feel about my All Saints family’s welcome to me as 
a deacon. Words don’t convey my heartfelt feelings for the gifts, cards, and support you 
have given me. Your love and care during this journey show who you are as God’s body. 
 
From Deacon Nan 
Thanks be to God for the gift of community. David and I anticipated my ordination to 
be a joyous occasion, but we had no idea how joyful it would be for our church! Thank 
you for such generous support in countless ways. May we together show forth his praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to his service.  
 
November 14—Baptism of Danielle Popson 
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CLERGY & STAFF 
 
Rector  ||  Fr. Wes Gristy 
Office Days: Monday to Thursday 
(731) 298-4140 
wes@allsaintsjackson.com 
 
Curate for Church Planting   
Fr. Ben Williams 
Office Days: Monday to Thursday 
(731) 695-3617 
ben@allsaintsjackson.com 
 
Rector Emeritus   
Fr. Chuck Filiatreau 
(731) 234-0773 
frchuck2846@gmail.com 
 
Deacon  ||  Dn. Barbara Reed 
(865) 659-5101 
reedbatr@gmail.com 
 
 

Deacon  ||  Dn. Nan Thomas 
(731) 234-1706 
nfthomas58@gmail.com 
 
Music Director  ||  Dr. Jordan Tang 
(731) 668-8962 
jcpptang@eplus.net 
 
Children’s Church Coordinator   
Katie Beavers 
(585) 506-6772 
katie.a.beavers@gmail.com 
 
Parish Administrator   
Donna Taylor 
(731) 660-2770 
donna@allsaintsjackson.com 
 
Administrative Assistant   
Laura Griffith 
laura@allsaintsjackson.com 

 
 
 

VESTRY & PARISH MINISTRY 
 
Outreach  ||  Lynn Binkley 
lynn@allsaintsjackson.com 
 
Rector’s Warden  ||  Leslie Creasey 
lcreasylaw@gmail.com 
 
Building & Grounds  ||  Joy Moore 
jmoore@uu.edu 
 
Pastoral Care / Secretary   
Kay Shearin 
kayshearin1016@gmail.com 
 
Prayer  ||  Steven Swanson 
stevenswanson528@gmail.com 
 

Junior Warden  ||  Lloyd Tatum 
lloydtatum1@yahoo.com 
 
Visitor Connections  ||  Kevin Vailes 
kmvailes@yahoo.com 
 
Stewardship  ||  Carrie Whaley 
whaletales@outlook.com 
 
Treasurer (not on Vestry)  ||  Bev Carr 
bacarr1953@gmail.com 
 
Licensed Catechist (not on Vestry) 
Dr. Gary Osborne 
garywosborne@aol.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Saints Anglican Church 
212 McClellan Rd 
Jackson, TN  38305 


