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EVENING PRAYER
FOR FAMILIES

ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT
We at All Saints have attempted to put together a format for Evening Prayer
which would be accessible to families of all types. This document is the
result. As you make use of it, please remember that it is meant only as a
guide. You will not be doing anything “offensive” or “prohibited” if you omit
portions of the text or the prayers. Families with older children will be able
to handle longer prayers, more readings, and perhaps even the full version
of Evening Prayer outlined in the BCP. Families with younger children may
benefit from significantly shortening even this abbreviated version. What is
important is that you spend time in prayer with your family, for the family
is the foundation of the Church!

All Saints Anglican Church is a member of the International Diocese under the oversight of
Bishop Bill Atwood. Our diocese is a part of the province the Anglican Church in North America,
which is a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion with an estimated 80 million members.
Like all Anglican churches, we are committed to continue the work of Jesus Christ empowered
by the Spirit, guided by the authority of Scripture, and nourished by the Sacraments.
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Opening Song
A simple song begins the time of prayer. Something like “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” by
Rick Founds would be appropriate.

Lord I lift Your name on high
Lord I love to sing your praises
I’m so glad you’re in my life
I’m so glad you came to save us
You came from heaven to earth
To show the way
From the earth to the cross
My debt to pay
From the cross to the grave
From the grave to the sky
Lord I lift Your name on high!
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Welcome
Officiant

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but have the light of life.”
John 8:12

Confession of Sin
Officiant

Family, the sun is setting and night approaches. So we gather together in the
presence of God our Heavenly Father to sing praises, to hear stories from the
Bible, and to pray for ourselves and for others. Before we worship him,
though, we should ask God to forgive us for our sins.
Silence follows. Then the Officiant and People together say:

Dear God, we are sorry for the things we have done wrong. We are sorry,
too, for the good things that we should have done but did not do or say.
Please help us to love you better. Help us also to love other people as we
love ourselves. Please forgive us when we are not loving and when we do
not obey you. This we ask in the name of Jesus. Amen.
The Officiant says

May God love, forgive, and strengthen us through our Lord Jesus Christ, and
may He protect and keep us by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand
Officiant
People
All

O God, please hurry and save us.
O Lord, please help us quickly.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Alleluia.

Song or “O Gracious Light”
It is appropriate here to sing a song about the Light of Christ, such as “Marvelous Light”
by Charlie Hall or “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” by Henry Van Dyke. Older children may
read this version of “O Gracious Light.”

O Gracious Light,
Beautiful Light of the Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ dazzling and blessed Light!
As we come to the end of the day,
And the sun goes down,
We sing your praises with glad voices.
You are our light in the night,
O Jesus you give us Joy and Life,
Whether we are awake or asleep,
Your beauty shines in us!
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The Psalm of the Day
Here we read or sing the Psalm appointed for the day. Older children may read the
Psalms listed for the day in the Daily Office Lectionary (beginning on p. 933 of the BCP).
You may use a Bible, a book of Psalms, the Psalter (p. 581 of the BCP), or a musical
selection as you work your way through the given readings. However, we recommend
that families with young children use Marie-Helene Delval’s Psalms for Young Children.
We finish the Psalm by saying:

Glory be to Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
As it was in the beginning
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Readings
Here we read the lesson or lessons of the day. To identify the readings, you may use the
Daily Office Lectionary (beginning on p. 933 of the BCP). Alternatively, you can subscribe
for daily email updates detailing the day’s readings by going to dailylectionary.org.
Finally, we strongly recommend that families with younger children use resources such
as The Children’s Everyday Bible to simplify the prayer time.

The Lesson(s)
Reader

A reading from _______________________.

Reader

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

People
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The Song of Mary

Magnificat

My soul, it does magnify the Lord
And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior
For He has looked on me with favor
As I’ve served Him here on Earth
He has blessed me, He has blessed me
All will know that He has blessed me
He is holy, and holy is His name
He has mercy on all those who fear Him
In every generation, He has shown His strength
He has scattered the proud
And He’s cast down the mighty
From their thrones
He has lifted up the lowly, He has lifted up the lowly
He is holy, and holy is His name
He has filled up the hungry with good things
And the rich He’s sent away empty handed
He has come to help His servant
And He’s remembered all His promises
To our father, and their fathers
To His children, we are His
He is holy, and holy is His name
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The Gospel Lesson
Reader

A reading from the Gospel according to __________________.

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Song of Simeon

Nunc dimittis

Luke 2:29–32

Lord, you now have set your servant free
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Song of Praise
It is appropriate here to sing a song of Praise and Thanksgiving, such as “Jesus I Am
Resting, Resting” by Jean S. Pigott or “Glorify Thy Name” by Donna Adkins.
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The Creed
You may wish to read either the Apostles’ Creed, or, for younger children, the Children’s Creed,
which provides a nice introduction to Creedal Faith. Both are listed below.

The Apostle’s Creed

The Children’s Creed

Officiant and People together

Officiant and People together

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of
the Father.
He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

We believe in one God
Who made a good and beautiful world.
We believe in Christ Jesus,
Who is the Son of God and the Good
Shepherd.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
Who has come to help us.
We believe in the Church,
Which is the Family of God.
We believe that God is stronger than
anything
So we never have to be afraid. Amen.
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The Prayers
The people sit or kneel
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed by thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.

Lord, show us mercy;
And grant us salvation.
Let all ministers love righteousness;
Let your people sing for joy.
Lord, bring peace to the world;
Help us remember that You are the one who keeps us safe!
Lord, protect this country;
Teach us justice and truth.
Teach everyone to listen and obey You;

R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Help us to follow Your ways.
Remember those who need help;
The sick and the poor and the lonely.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And send us Your Holy Spirit.

The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects

The Collect for Evenings

Almighty God, the day is over, and evening has come. As the night gathers, birds
and animals and flowers begin to sleep. And now, we too, go to bed. Give us a
peaceful and restful night, that we may awake in the morning with fresh joy for
You and new strength for the day. This we ask in the name of Christ Jesus. Amen.

A Collect for Courage

Dear God, You make shy hearts confident and those who are afraid brave. Give us
courage in the darkness, so that we may choose to stand up for what is right. Give
us the strength to say “no” when we should say “no” and to say “yes” when we
should say “yes.” And give us grace so that, no matter how hopeless things seem,
we may face the future with calm and cheerfulness and steadfastness. This we ask
through Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Mission

Father in heaven, fill us with Your light and love, that we may think nothing too
small to do for You, nothing too much to give for another, and nothing too hard to
bear for the sake of the Gospel. In Christ’s name. Amen.
The People may add their own petitions and thanksgivings either silently or aloud. We
encourage you to ask the members of your family to share something they are thankful for and
something they would like to remember in prayer.
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The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, we thank You for all Your goodness and love to us and to
all whom You have made. We bless You for making us, for keeping us
safe, and for all the blessings of this life. Most of all, we thank You for
sending Jesus Christ to this world to save us, to forgive us, and to teach us
to trust in You. Through grace, Jesus bought us for Himself, and we thank
You for the hope that we have because of Him. Help us to remember how
good You are to us, and show us how to be truly thankful. We give You
our lives to use as You will, O God; help us to follow You wherever You
may lead us. This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
You and the Holy Spirit be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Officiant
People
Officiant

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church,
and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20–21

Closing Song
It is appropriate here to sing a song, such as “Amazing Grace” by John Newton or “This
Little Light of Mine” by Avis Burgeson.
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