The Way of the Cross

The First Station
The Agony Of Jesus
In The Garden
People

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM MARK 14:32-36
They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit
here while I pray.” He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to
be distressed and agitated. And he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even
to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little farther, he threw
himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might
pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove
this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.”
People

Lord, grant us strength and wisdom, that we may seek to
follow your will in all things. Amen.

The Second Station
The Betrayal And
Arrest Of Jesus
People

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM MARK 14:43-46
Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there was a crowd with
swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now
the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man;
arrest him and lead him away under guard.” So when he came, he went up
to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. Then they laid hands on
him and arrested him
People

Lord, grant us conviction, that our lives may faithfully reflect
the good news you bring. Amen.

The Third Station
The Sanhedrin
Condemns Jesus
People

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM MARK 14:55-65
Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for testimony
against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. For many gave false
testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. Some stood up
and gave false testimony against him, saying, “We heard him say, ‘I will
destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build
another, not made with hands.’” But even on this point their testimony did
not agree. Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus,
“Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” But he was
silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the
Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?”

The Third Station
The Sanhedrin
Condemns Jesus
Jesus said, “I am; and ‘you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand
of the Power,’ and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” Then the high priest
tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? You have heard
his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them condemned him as
deserving death. Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike
him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” The guards also took him over and beat him.
People

Lord, grant us a sense of your righteousness, that we may
never cease working to bring about the justice of the Kingdom
you promised. Amen.

The Fourth Station
Peter Denies
knowing Jesus
People

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM MARK 14:66-72
While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high
priest came by. When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, “You
also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.” But he denied it, saying, “I do not know
or understand what you are talking about.” And he went out into the forecourt. Then
the cock crowed. And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the
bystanders, “This man is one of them.” But again he denied it. Then after a little while
the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them; for you are a
Galilean.” But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know this man you
are talking about.” At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter
remembered that Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you will deny
me three times.” And he broke down and wept.
People

Lord, grant us the gift of honesty, that we might not fail to speak the
truth even when difficult. Amen.

The Fifth Station
Jesus is
Condemned to Die
People

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM MARK 15:1-15
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the
elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away,
and handed him over to Pilate. 2 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” 3 Then the chief priests accused him
of many things. 4 Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how
many charges they bring against you.” 5 But Jesus made no further reply, so
that Pilate was amazed. 6 Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner
for them, anyone for whom they asked. 7 Now a man called Barabbas was in
prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the
insurrection.8 So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them
according to his custom.

The Fifth Station
Jesus is
Condemned to Die
9 Then

he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of
the Jews?” 10 For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests
had handed him over.11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have
him release Barabbas for them instead. 12 Pilate spoke to them again, “Then
what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the
Jews?” 13 They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14 Pilate asked them, “Why,
what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15 So
Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.
People

Lord, grant us discernment, that we may see as you see, not as
the world sees. Amen.

The Sixth Station
JESUS IS SCOURGED AND
CROWNED WITH THORNS
People

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM JOHN 19:1 AND MARK 15:16-20
1 Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 16 Then the soldiers led him into the
courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters); and they
called together the whole cohort. 17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak;
and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18 And they
began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 They struck his head with a
reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20 After mocking
him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him.
Then they led him out to crucify him.
People

Lord, grant us patience in times of suffering, that we may offer
our lives as a sacrifice of praise. Amen.

The Seventh Station
JESUS ACCEPTS
HIS CROSS
People

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM JOHN 19:17
So they took Jesus; 17 and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what
is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.
People

Lord, grant us strength of purpose, that we may faithfully bear
our crosses each day. Amen.

The Eighth Station
SIMON THE CYRENIAN HELPS
JESUS CARRY HIS CROSS
People

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM MARK 15:21
21 They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry
his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus.
People

Lord, grant us willing spirits, that we may be instruments of
your love here on earth. Amen.

The Ninth Station
JESUS MEETS THE WOMEN
JERUSALEM
People

OF

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM LUKE 23:27-31
27 A great number of the people followed him, and among them were
women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28 But Jesus
turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but
weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the days are surely coming
when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore,
and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do this when
the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
People

Lord, grant us gentle spirits, that we may comfort those who
mourn. Amen.

The Tenth Station
JESUS
People

IS

CRUCIFIED

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM LUKE 23:32-43
32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death
with him. 33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his
left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what
they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people
stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others;
let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine,37 and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”38 There was also an
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

The Tenth Station
JESUS

IS

CRUCIFIED

39 One

of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and
saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”40 But the other
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly,
for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong.”42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me
in Paradise.”
People

Lord, grant us merciful hearts, that we may bring your
reconciliation and forgiveness to all. Amen.

The Eleventh Station
JESUS SPEAKS TO HIS
MOTHER AND HIS DISCIPLE
People

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM JOHN 19:25-27
25 Standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is
your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.
People

Lord, grant us constancy, that we may be willing to stand by
those in need. Amen.

The Twelfth Station
JESUS DIES
UPON THE CROSS
People

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM MATTHEW 27:45-49; JOHN 19:30;
LUKE 23:46; MATTHEW 27:51-54
45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli,
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” 47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is
calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with
sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said,
“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 30 When Jesus had
received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” 46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud
voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this,
he breathed his last.

The Twelfth Station
JESUS DIES
UPON THE CROSS
51 At

that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to
bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were
opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were
raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the
holy city and appeared to many. 54 Now when the centurion and those with
him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what
took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”
A Moment of Silence Follows

The Thirteenth Station
JESUS

IS TAKEN
DOWN FROM THE CROSS
People

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM JOHN 19:38-40
38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus,
though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him
take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and
removed his body. 39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night,
also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred
pounds. 40 They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in
linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews.
People

Lord, in communion with you, we open our arms to Christ, and,
filled with hope, we call upon him. Amen.

The Fourteenth Station
JESUS
People

IS

PLACED
TOMB

IN THE

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM JOHN 19:41-42; LUKE 23:55-56
41 Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the
garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42 And so,
because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby,
they laid Jesus there. 55 The women who had come with him from Galilee
followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56 Then they
returned, and prepared spices and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested
according to the commandment.
People

Lord, grant us compassion, that we always provide for those in
need. Amen.

The Fifteenth Station
JESUS RISES
FROM THE DEAD!
People

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.

A READING FROM MATTHEW 27:62-66; 28:1-20
62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember what that
impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise
again.’ 64 Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third
day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people,
‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception would be worse
than the first.”65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make
it as secure as you can.” 66 So they went with the guard and made the tomb
secure by sealing the stone. 28 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the
week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the
tomb.

The Fifteenth Station
JESUS RISES
FROM THE DEAD!
And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of
him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the
women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was
crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the
place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been
raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there
you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet,
and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell
my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 11 While they were
going, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests
everything that had happened. 12 After the priests had assembled

The Fifteenth Station
JESUS RISES
FROM THE DEAD!
with the elders, they devised a plan to give a large sum of money to the
soldiers, 13 telling them, “You must say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole
him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If this comes to the governor’s ears, we
will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So they took the money and
did as they were directed. And this story is still told to this day.
16 Now

the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus
had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some
doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me.19 Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
People

Lord, may we be raised into new life through the transformative
power of Christ. Amen.

The Fifteenth Station
JESUS RISES
FROM THE DEAD!
MEDITATION
Death could not hold the King of Glory. According to the scriptures and according to
his own promises, Christ rose from the dead on the third day, defeating the last source
of our fear and doubt. The victory, even today, is accomplished. Like Christ, who came
not to bring death and judgment, but life and mercy to this world, let us go out and
shine for all to see.
COLLECT
O God who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so
to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
THE GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

