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Dear Faith Family,

In these strange times, there is no better place to be than in the

hands of our God. He is in complete control, and His love for us is

greater than all we face. I pray for your health, safety, and peace as

we faithfully follow Christ in the midst of all that is going on.

 

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God;

I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my

righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10)

The Session met last night and prayerfully deliberated a plan in

light of our calling as a church and recommendations from our

government and health officials. We were united in the following

recommendations during the COVID-19 threat.

1) Sunday Worship: We will live stream our worship service to

limit the number gathered in one physical space. The service will

be at 10 am and available through our website. Though we will not
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be at 10 am and available through our website. Though we will not

be meeting in the church building, we do recommend the following

steps to remain united as a Body of Christ.

We encourage you to gather in homes with a few others to

participate in the virtual service together at 10 am. We would

like these groups to be limited to roughly 10 adults and their

children.

If you would like to sign up so that we can facilitate these

groups, there will be a sign-up form sent shortly asking for

hosts and guests. In order to keep the numbers balanced, we

will make the pairings and let you know where you can

participate.

You can, of course, form groups on your own. However,

please follow the same limits of roughly 10 adults and their

children. We respect the consciences of those who feel safer

at home and wish not to participate in groups.

Continue to follow wise practices when gathered: wash

hands, no shared meals, and please remain home if you are

feeling sick or believe you have been exposed to the virus.

We are working on possible plans for children’s ministry, but

these are not ready for this Sunday.

Our offerings to the Lord can be done by check in the mail or

online. Our website has a donate tab at the top of the page.

We do pay a fee for giving made through this webpage.

2) Small Groups, Women’s Bible Study, Prayer Group: We

believe strongly that we need to participate with each other as a

church during this time.  We encourage these groups to continue, as

able. The Session will not dictate the frequency of meetings but

recommends similar guidelines as worship gatherings.



Limit groups to roughly 10 adults and their children. If

groups become too large, divide into two smaller groups.

Groups may wish to take a break from the current Bible

studies and times of prayer and fellowship. A simple prayer

service based on ACTS (Adoration, Confession,

Thanksgiving, and Supplication) with some scripture

reflection may be more fitting.

We respect the consciences of groups who decide not to

meet. All groups, however, should make an effort to reach

out to fellow members by phone or email.

Empty Nesters has wisely decided to suspend meeting

together for the next few weeks. Though, they will continue

to reach out through calls and check in with each other.

3) Large Gatherings Are Suspended or Postponed: Sunday

Night Discipleship, Sunday school, Youth Group, and Fellowship

Events will not be held until this threat is passed.

We may plan special services or discipleship opportunities

that can be held online if the current restrictions become

prolonged.

Members should continue to meet one on one for discipleship

and fellowship.

4) Shepherding and Pastoral Care: 

The Session will be checking in with all members

periodically over the next few weeks. They will offer prayer

and support and can help direct mercy needs to those

coordinating it.



I will continue to meet with members for pastoral counsel or

discipleship. I am willing to meet in person, as long as I am

healthy. I am also willing to meet via phone or skype if

desired.

5) Mercy: We are forming a team to bring supplies and care to

those in isolation. More information about how to submit requests

will be forthcoming. For now, please let your elder or me know of

your needs. Please let us know if you are in quarantine, as a

precaution or under doctor’s advice.

We are the Body of Christ. Christ has knit this diverse and gifted

body together. It is at this moment when we can truly experience

the family that He has given us. Continue to love and support each

other. Continue to submit prayer requests and encourage one

another.

God is bigger than this pandemic. He is bigger than the fire that has

damaged our Family Life Center. He does not promise to prevent

our suffering, but he does promise to love us and provide for our

ultimate needs. God is bigger than death itself. As we move toward

celebrating Easter, we may struggle with the darkness, but we have

a hope that swallows up darkness and death. 

 

“For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,

nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

(Romans 8:38-39)



Until we are face to face,

Kevin Nelson

Sr. Pastor

Faith Presbyterian Church

kevin@faithgainesville.org

203-645-2065
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