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Martin Luther’s Reformation manifesto
By Kurt Smith

There’s no book more prized and 
revered from the pen of Martin Luther (1483-
1546), than his forceful, theological reply to 
Desiderius Erasmus (1466-1536), entitled, 
De Servo Arbitrio (which translated means 
“On the Enslaved Will”). 

We know this book by its more popular 
title, “The Bondage of the Will.” 

Luther himself said in 1537, concerning 
this published work, that it should be 
preserved (along with his Small Catechism), 

while the rest of his books could be burned! 
Regarding its place of importance 

among all the books written by the Protestant 
Reformers, B.B. Warfield (1851-1921) called 
The Bondage of the Will “the manifesto of 
the Reformation.” He went on to say: “It is 
the embodiment of Luther’s reformation 
conceptions, the nearest to a systematic 
statement of them he ever made. It is the first 
exposition of the fundamental ideas of the 
Reformation in comprehensive form.” 

J.I. Packer and O.R. Johnston echoed 
the same sentiment when they hailed The 
Bondage of the Will as standing “unsurpassed 
among Luther’s writings. 

“It is the worthiest representative of his 
mature thought that he has left us, and is a 
far finer memorial of his theological prowess 
than are the smaller tracts of the preceding 
years, which are so much better known.” 

And Sigurd Normann (1879-1939), 
Bishop of Oslo, once declared that The 
Bondage of the Will “is the finest and most 
powerful Soli Deo Gloria to be sung in the 
whole period of the Reformation.” 

As already mentioned, The Bondage of 
the Will was a personal reply that Luther had 
made to the famed Dutch humanist Desiderius 

Martin Luther, center, speaks before the Diet of Worms. 

Desiderius Erasmus
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See Commentary, page 13

Note:  A. W. Tozer (1897-1963) pastored on the south side of 
Chicago most of his adult life, This was his last public address, 
given shortly before his death in May, 1963, under the title This 
“The Waning Authority of Christ in the churches.” It bears reading 
and prayer and action. May our Lord give us ears to hear. 

– ARBCA Coordinator Steve Martin
By  A. W. Tozer 
Here is the burden of my heart; and while I claim for myself 

no special inspiration, I yet feel that this is also the burden of the 
Spirit. If I know my own heart, it is love alone that moves me to 
write this. 

What I write here is not the sour ferment of a mind agitated by 
contentions with my fellow Christians. There have been no such 
contentions. I have not been abused, mistreated or attacked by 
anyone. Nor have these observations grown out of any unpleasant 
experiences that I have had in my association with others. 

My relations with my own church as well as with Christians 
of other denominations have been friendly, courteous and pleasant. 
My grief is simply the result of a condition which I believe to be 
almost universally prevalent among the churches.

I think also that I should acknowledge that I am myself very 
much involved in the situation I here deplore. As Ezra in his mighty 
prayer of intercession included himself among the wrongdoers, so 
do I. “0 my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, 
my God: for our iniquities are increased over our head, and our 
trespass is grown up unto the heavens.” 

Any hard word spoken here against others must in simple 
honesty return upon my own head. I too have been guilty. This is 
written with the hope that we all may turn unto the Lord our God 
and sin no more against Him.

Let me state the cause of my burden. It is this: Jesus Christ 
has today almost no authority at all among the groups that call 
themselves by His name. By these I mean not the Roman Catholics 
nor the liberals, nor the various quasi-Christian cults. I do mean 
Protestant churches generally, and I include those that protest the 
loudest that they are in spiritual descent from our Lord and His 
apostles, namely, the evangelicals.

It is a basic doctrine of the New Testament that, after His 
resurrection, the Man Jesus was declared by God to be both Lord 
and Christ, and that He was invested by the Father with absolute 
Lordship over the church which is His Body. All authority is His in 
heaven and in earth. In His own proper time He will exert it to the 
full, but during this period in history He allows this authority to be 
challenged or ignored. And just now it is being challenged by the 
world and ignored by the church.

The present position of Christ in the gospel churches may be 
likened to that of a king in a limited, constitutional monarchy. The 
king (sometimes depersonalized by the term “the Crown”) is in 
such a country no more than a traditional rallying point, a pleasant 
symbol of unity and loyalty much like a flag or a national anthem. 
He is lauded, feted and supported, but his real authority is small. 

Nominally, he is head over all, but in every crisis someone 

else makes the decisions. On formal occasions he appears in his 
royal attire to deliver the tame, colorless speech put into his mouth 
by the real rulers of the country. The whole thing may be no more 
than good-natured make-believe, but it is rooted in antiquity, it is a 
lot of fun and no one wants to give it up.

Among the gospel churches, Christ is now in fact little more 
than a beloved symbol. “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” is the 
church’s national anthem and the cross is her official flag, but in the 
week-by-week services of the church and the day-by-day conduct 
of her members someone else, not Christ, makes the decisions. 

Under proper circumstances, Christ is allowed to say “Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden” or “Let not your 
heart be troubled,” but when the speech is finished someone else 
takes over. 

Those in actual authority decide the moral standards of the 
church, as well as all objectives and all methods employed to 
achieve them. Because of long and meticulous organization it is 
now possible for the youngest pastor just out of seminary to have 
more actual authority in a church than Jesus Christ has.

Not only does Christ have little or no authority; His influence 
also is becoming less and less. I would not say that He has none, 
only that it is small and diminishing.

 A fair parallel would be the influence of Abraham Lincoln 
over the American people. Honest Abe is still the idol of the 
country. The likeness of his kind, rugged face, so homely that it is 
beautiful, appears everywhere. It is easy to grow misty-eyed over 
him. Children are brought up on stories of his love, his honesty 
and his humility. 

But after we have gotten control over our tender emotions 
what have we left? No more than a good example which, as it 
recedes into the past, becomes more and more unreal and exercises 

A.W. Tozer
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IRBS: Student has plans to serve in Taiwan

See IRBS, page 15

Greetings, brothers and sisters in the 
Lord!  My name is Kevin Wang and I am 
a third-year M.Div student at Westminster 
Seminary California and IRBS in Escondido, 
Calif. 

I have hopes to return to Taiwan to pastor 
a church there, so I would like to introduce 
you to the situation in Taiwan and east Asia 
and how the Lord has providentially led me 
to IRBS and ARBCA. 

Taiwan and its need for the Gospel
Born and raised in Texas to a Taiwanese 

immigrant family, I found myself in Taiwan 
after I graduated from the University of 
Texas. It was during my three years there 
that I saw Taiwan’s great need for pastors 
and sound doctrine. 

Because Taiwan is a religiously free 
place, idol worship is everywhere on the 
island. Many towns and small cities operate 
like the first-century Greco-Roman world: 
the temple is at the center of social and 
economic life. However, Taiwan is also 
a very developed country, and when you 
enter into the big cities, the idolatry of 
the temples competes with the idolatry of 
materialism for the souls of man. 

It is in the bigger cities where one will 
find most of the Christians. According to the 
latest statistics, 4.5 percent of the population 
is either Protestant or Roman Catholic. 
While there has been great missionary work 
in Taiwan since the late 19th century, much 
of Christianity as we know it in Taiwan 
was brought in by Chinese intellectuals and 
foreign missionaries fleeing the Communist 
regime in mainland China shortly after 
World War II. 

It is in the big cities that we find the 
highest concentration of Christians. Because 
of Taiwan’s freedom of religion, Taiwan is 
a strategic place for Christianity among the 
Chinese-speaking world. 

Current Taiwanese Evangelical 
theology has been profoundly influenced 
by the Charismatic movement and the 
Prosperity Gospel. It was my exposure to 
their theology that burdened my heart and 
made me see how desperately my people 
needed the Gospel. 

The preachers and teachers who 
espoused false doctrine placed heavy 
yokes on their people, heavier still because 
of their “miraculous manifestations.” 
Calls to moral uprightness or building the 
“kingdom” were loud, enticing people with 
promises of material blessings, health, and 
wealth. However, the devastation of this 
theology was evident in those who would 
stumble and need grace, for all they heard 
was more law: “your faith wasn’t enough…
try harder.” 

I left those church services, wondering 
in my heart, “How was this any different 
from the idol worship in the temple next 
door?” 

Return to America: 
Finding myself in IRBS

The Lord led me to return to America 
to study at a Gospel-centered seminary. 

At Westminster Seminary California, I 
was all ready to become Presbyterian, but 
the Lord laid it on my heart to examine their 
doctrine of infant baptism, for their good 
and for my own. 

I found issues with their covenant 

theology, and by God’s grace, I had an IRBS 
friend talk to me about trying out some 
IRBS classes. Reformed Baptist Covenant 
Theology was then on my radar. 

After deliberating between Presbyterian 
and Reformed Baptist views, I came to the 
conclusion that Reformed Baptist Covenant 
Theology was the most faithful to the 
Scriptures and the most consistent. I then 
happily began enrolling in IRBS classes 
and have been blessed considerably. 

My time at Westminster has been a 
profound blessing, primarily because our 
professors truly love the Gospel. 

While our academic burden is heavy, 
our professors keep Christ and His Gospel 
before us, reminding us of why we work 
so hard. Because of their own pastoral 
experience, our professors understand the 
gravity of what they teach and explain to 
us why we ought to dive deeply into certain 
issues for the good of our flock. Almost 
every professor has teared up in front of 
his class when talking about the gospel and 

Kevin Wang, with his fiancé
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The Perrons 
<raymondperron47@gmail.com>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est, 
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

Greetings to our sister churches, whose 
fellowship we cherish so dearly. 

As I am celebrating my 70th birthday, 
I am so thankful to our God for providing 
me strength for serving Him. As the song 
goes: “The longer I serve Him, the sweeter 
He grows.”

The churches of our association in the 
Province of Quebec are enjoying God’s 
faithful blessing. 

In Quebec City, after passing through 
some clouds, the sun is shining anew. We 
have people visiting regularly and some 
are joining. Pastor Pelletier is now teaching 
a course entitled Enter into the Covenant 
for the newcomers. For my part, I started 
teaching a course on hermeneutics and 
I had the joy of seeing 26 people register 
from our church. This course will be held 
every other week for a few months.

Our church in Nantes (formerly Lac 
Mégantic) inaugurated its new building 
(see picture) on Nov. 4 and I was invited to 
bring the message on that occasion. Pastor 
Marcel Longchamps and his co-elder 
Gervais Roy are very encouraged with the 
renewal of enthusiasm in the congregation.

On Oct. 21, our association held 
its ministerial meeting in the St-Jérôme 
church. We enjoyed a good participation 
and a great time of blessing. 

After the meeting, we had lunch 
together and then we proceeded to examine 
Daniel Bourque, as he is serving as interim 
pastor in our church plant in Montreal 
until Guillaume Bourin’s return. In the 
evening Pastor Pascal Denault organized 
a celebration on the occasion of the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. 

We first had a table talk regarding the 
main benefits of the Reformation, as well 
as discussing the need for today’s church.  
It was done in front of an audience that was 
invited to ask questions at the end. 

The day after, Sunday, I brought a 
message on the centrality of the Word of 
God.

Église réformée baptiste de la Trinité 
in Montreal is moving forward, with Daniel 

Diane and Raymond, with a young man who grew up in the church in Quebec City

Bourque as interim pastor. On October 
29, the congregation took two votes, the 

first one to confirm Pastor Bourque in his 
role of pastoral interim and the second to 
call officially Guillaume Bourin to be the 
resident pastor of the church. 

Speaking of Guillaume, as I write this, 
he and Elodie, his fiancé, were planning a 
visit to Montreal in early November. They 
are planning to get married on April 14 and 
then prepare to move in Montreal. Your 
prayers would be appreciated for them.

News in brief
On Aug. 12, my wife and I attended the 

wedding of a young man who grew up in 
our church. He now lives in Lac St-Jean.

On Aug. 23, we received a young man, 
Geoffrey Meyer, from Strasbourg, France, 
who has come to study at Université Laval 
for a year. In Europe, he attends Olivier 

Raymond Perron and Geoffrey Meyer from 
Strasbourg, France
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The Stoleys
Joshua, Janet, Elisa, Caleb, Katelyn and Lukas
<Joshua.Stoley@gmail.com>
129 Alabama Drive
Little Rock, AR 72026

Chaplain, USAF

Having been at Little Rock AFB for 
five months, my family and I are really 
settling in to our new home and new 
ministry responsibilities. 

A few weeks back the Protestant 
chapel community hosted our annual 
Harvest Festival, aimed at giving on-base 
families a trick-or-treating opportunity. 
Despite cold, rainy weather, we had over 
400 people come by the chapel for games, 
face-painting, food and fellowship. 

In past years the chapel put on this 
event at various other base venues. This year 
we made the strategic decision to move the 
festival to our chapel grounds and facility. 
Our goal was to increase awareness of and 
familiarity with the base chapel. It was 
encouraging to see parents teaching their 
children about our building, its purpose, 
and what we offer the community. 

Our plan for next year is to add a gospel 
presentation to the event so that every 
family who comes has the opportunity to 
hear the truth of Jesus. 

About a month before our Harvest 
Festival we welcomed a brand new first-
assignment chaplain to our team. As a fellow 
Baptist, he and I are very like-minded in our 
convictions and ministry philosophy. He 
and I have partnered leading our Protestant 
service, with him preaching three Sundays 
a month and me one. 

Additionally, I am focusing on our 
Religious Education program and am 
looking to add some very purposeful and 
focused materials designed at teaching our 
community what we believe as Christians 
and why we believe it. 

Specifically, we are looking to reach 
on-base families with younger children. To 
aid in this I have reached out to AWANA to 
look at hosting a club on base. Our goal is 
to use the AWANA program as our targeted, 
age-specific children’s ministry. While the 
club is running, we are going to host an 
adult study time as well so that parents can 
be ministered to alongside their children.

Just a few weekends back I was able 
to partner with another base agency to 

host a family appreciation event, which 
drew over 2,000 visitors. The focus of the 
event was to thank military families for the 
many sacrifices they make supporting their 
active-duty family member as they serve. 
The event was a great reminder for us all 
of the importance of strong families, and of 
the dedication of those families who move 
all around the world serving our nation. 

At home, things are going equally 
well. Janet is in the last trimester of her 
pregnancy. Mom and baby are both healthy 
and doing well. Lukas, 3, is beginning to 
show excitement at the arrival of his new 
baby sister, although I think much of his 
excitement is at the idea that Janet will be 
able to pick him up again. 

The other children are all doing very 
well in school. 

Elisa, 13, especially has taken to the 

new streaming format we are using for 
home schooling. She wakes up each day 
before I am up to begin her day with the 
school’s Bible lessons. 

Caleb, 12, is doing well as well and is 
really enjoying the freedom to finish school 
earlier in the day, giving him the ability to 
play with friends the remainder of the day. 

Katelyn, 10, finds school less 
enjoyable, and spends her day almost 
literally bouncing back and forth between 
studies and play. 

Honestly, one of the things we enjoy 
and appreciate about home schooling is 
the ability for each child to find their own 
rhythm and learn in the way that best suits 
them.

Going into the next quarter, please 

See Stoleys, page 7

GIs and their families enjoy an event co-hosted by the base chapel.
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The Lines 
<bevstan38@gmail.com> 
Stan and Bev
Calle 165, #54C-84 (E25)
Bogotá

COLOMBIA

The 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation has provided opportunities for 
making the Gospel known, emphasizing 
what the Gospel really is and emphasizing 
the truth of God Himself, His greatness and 
His grace. 

The Good News recovered and 
republished certainly is the only message 
of hope in the midst of today’s confusion 
and crisis in every area of the life of every 
nation.

In Colombia we are far from effectively 
getting out that message. True, growth in 
the number of Reformed churches has 
been remarkable over the past 20 years, but 
most of these are small and weak. Far too 
few of our pastors have had the time and 
preparation for adequately assimilating the 
Biblical system of truth. Some still must 
support themselves financially. 

There are divisions among us that 
often replicate those existing in the 
USA. Seminary programs are not yet at a 
satisfactory level, although strong efforts 
are being made to improve. Most of these 
programs are supported and in some degree 
oriented by North America, something 
good and bad at the same time. 

Seminary efforts in Medellín and 
Bogotá see good attendance and optimism, 
and there are other smaller programs mostly 
on the level of local churches in other parts 
of the country.

Colombia is groping toward her future 
after the signing of the peace accords 
between the government and the FARC 
(Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) 
last November. 

These accords have been added on to 
the existing constitution, even though they 
contradict it in some points. The political, 
social, and economic left, although a 
minority, is imposed on the majority. 

The FARC is now a political party, 
but war crimes have been mostly passed 
over in the rush to silence guns. All sorts 
of privileges are given. There’s been a 400 
percent increase in cocaine production, and 
it seems that the FARC are those who most 

profit from the illegal drugs. 
The drift left is in spite of the negative 

recommendation of socialism that 
Colombia’s neighbor Venezuela provides. 
Venezuela, Cuba and Norway were among 
the nations acting as counselors and 
monitors in the above-mentioned peace 
talks in Colombia. 

The number of emigrants fleeing 
Venezuela is becoming a social and 
economic problem for Colombia, which 
receives most of them.

 Negotiations are under way with 
yet another guerrilla movement of long 
standing, the ELN (The National Liberation 
Army). Paramilitary activity is in the news 
again, and the mafia, in one form and 
another, are active. 

Presidential elections take place next 
May, and candidates of every persuasion 
now number almost 40. The traditional 

political parties, as well as most government 
institutions, are held in contempt by many 
because of corruption on every hand.

Going back to the Reformation, this 
500th anniversary reminds us that God is 
the sovereign Lord of the universe – and 
of Colombia also! As such, may we, as the 
church of Christ, joyfully and faithfully 
obey the great commission and exemplify 
the fruit of the Gospel of sovereign grace 
when it is known and believed. We continue 
to enjoy complete freedom for the church 
and the work of evangelism.

The church in La Alborada in Bogotá 
is still without a pastor, but attendance 
remains good, and the members are 
enthusiastic. The churches or church plants 
in Curití, San Gil, and Bucaramanga remain 
small and are not without difficulties, but in 
this, too, the Lord has shown His power to 
save and keep His people.

Stoleys
From page 6

be in prayer for Janet as she finishes her 
pregnancy and we invite baby No. 5 into 
the world. 

Additionally, please keep Elisa in 
prayer. You may recall that about a year 
and a half ago she was in the ICU for six 
days with thyroid issues. Thus far, the 
medications she is on are working, but the 
doctor did tell us just the other week that 
thyroid surgery is almost certainly in her 
future. 

Pray for me as I will promote to the next 

grade of major on Jan. 31. As a chaplain 
colleague once told me, “promotion for 
chaplains is not about rank, but an invitation 
to continue on in ministry.” 

To that end, I want to be a good steward 
of the gift of ministry. I pray that the Lord 
will use my gifts to further the cause of 
Christ. I pray that he will bless this ministry 
and that through the efforts of this staff, 
many will come to know the Lord.

As always, we thank you for your 
prayers, cards, and letters of encouragement. 
What a blessing to know that the Body of 
Christ stands behind us in this unique and 
often challenging ministry.
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Greetings from Perth, Australia!
Lord willing, by the time you read this, 

Emmanuel Reformed Baptist Church will 
have already had its constitution service with 
35 members forming the core group. 

God has been very gracious to our 
fellowship over the past year and a half and 
we hope that you are able to rejoice over 
His kind providence to us. We are deeply 
indebted to our Father for the prayers of 
the individuals and churches who have 
supported Christ’s work here in Perth. Thank 
you for your co-labors!

In order to celebrate our constitution, 
we have invited elders from three different 
Reformed Baptist churches to attend and 
take part. One elder will be coming from 
Stanmore Baptist in Sydney and another 
from Southern Districts Reformed Baptist 
Church, also in Sydney. 

The third will be Fred Malone, who is 
acting as a representative from our sending 
church in Clinton, La. 

The day prior to our constitution, we will 
be hosting a picnic in nearby King’s Park in 
order to fellowship on a more informal basis 
with each of these men. The service itself 
took place at 9:40 a.m. 

For the first time, we celebrated the 
Lord’s Supper together and everyone was 
excited to remember the Lord’s death and to 
lay hold by faith on the present and future 
benefits of his atonement given to us in the 
gospel. 

That afternoon we baptized four people. 
One is a Chinese-Malay woman who has 
been a believer for some time but was not 
properly baptized upon conversion. Another 
is a young Zambian man whom the Lord 
converted earlier this year while sitting under 
the preached word and being led through a 
study on the law and the gospel from Walt 
Chantry’s “Today’s Gospel.” 

The other two are my oldest boys, 
Ethan, 11, and Thomas, 9, one of whom 
dates his conversion prior to our arrival in 
Perth and the other to God’s effectual call 
during a particular sermon here. 

Ethan and Thomas were interviewed 

for church membership via Skype by the 
elders at First Baptist Church in Clinton, 
so as to lend weight and credibility to my 
own judgment that the Lord has done a work 
in their hearts. Please thank God for each 
of these conversions and pray that Christ 
would shepherd them to greater maturity and 
stronger faith.

Since we have finished our Sunday 
morning studies on the Confession of Faith 
and have gone through our constitution, the 
next topic covered will be church history. 

There are two main reasons for this. 
First, it is summer time here, which 

means lots of holiday travel and irregular 
church attendance. So, by doing a different 
biographical sketch each week, no one will 
miss any essential theological instruction 
and those who travel can easily re-enter and 
understand the material. 

Second, since we have spent so much 
time on systematic theology it seemed best to 
see how the saints of old put into practice the 
very truths which we’ve come to embrace. 
The first sketch was on Henry Martyn, the 
great linguist missionary to India and Persia. 
It was well received and, Lord willing, 
sketches on men like David Brainerd, 
George Whitefield, Charles Spurgeon, 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones, etc. will follow. 

Hopefully, at the beginning of February, 
we will begin a series on the Doctrines of 
Grace and their application to marriage, 
family and local church membership. 

The Sunday morning services continue 
through the gospel of Matthew. Already, 
we’re in chapter 12 and enjoying the 

revelation of Christ as the servant of the 
LORD.

In the afternoon we have almost finished 
the book of Colossians and will, Lord willing, 
launch a summer series on God’s established 
order from Proverbs followed, next fall, by a 
series in Genesis. 

Australian voters recently approved a 
referendum on same-sex marriages. Generally 
speaking, the afternoon messages are much 
shorter in length and focused mainly on one 
major point from the text so, hopefully, the 
two series on Proverbs and Genesis will be 
messages to which our members could invite 
their friends and neighbors, since the topics 
will be very relevant. Please pray to this 
end. 

As always, we have a great deal that 
needs prayer. 

First of all, please thank the Lord for his 
great goodness and kindness in saving two 
of our children. It is ironic that one of the 
first converts here in Perth is an American 
from our own family but God’s sovereignty 
in salvation is amazing and we humbly thank 
Him for His mercy. 

Secondly, please pray for continued 
unity as we move forward. We have lost 
some folks as we’ve gone down the road of a 
formal church membership committed to the 
truths stated in our Confession and this has 
been difficult to see. For the most part, the 
parting of ways has not been acrimonious 
and for this we are very grateful. However, 
from our human perspective, it would have 

The Beardmores
<abbeardy@yahoo.com>
Allen, Katie, Ethan, Abigail, Logan, Thomas
185 Bagot Road
Subiaco, WA 6008

AUSTRALIA

See Beardmores, page 9
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With Jeff Laspina, left, and David Johnson. 

Favre’s church (see picture at left).
On Sept. 9-10, I was in Pennsylvania 

as my good friend and beloved brother 
David Johnston invited me to preach for the 
week-end. I much enjoyed the fellowship 
there. On Sunday evening, I had an extra 
blessing, as Pastor Jeff Laspina invited 
me to bring the Word of God in Reformed 
Baptist Church of Scranton (see picture).

Prayer requests
n Pray for Guillaume Bourin, with 

all the work of organizing his marriage as 
well as working out all the immigration 
documents for moving to Montreal.

n Pray for Église réformée baptiste de 
la Trinité and Daniel Bourque, the interim 
pastor.

n Pray for the Bastien family who just 
had their fifth child and as they are moving 
to Prince-Edward Island at the beginning of 
November. 

May our Covenant God keep pouring 

been encouraging to see those families stay. 
Thirdly, pray for our attempt to set up 

a Sunday school program for our children. 
We hope to have two classes, one ranging 
from 3-6 years old and the other class from 
ages 7-11. Fortunately, we do have teachers 
for the two classes, but pray that the children 
would learn to love the Lord from an early 
age. 

Just as a side note, our fellowship has a 
little 2-year old who sat on my lap last week 
at church and recited the first four questions 
from the children’s catechism in English and 
Mandarin! Even his pastor can’t do that! 

Lastly, pray for Fred Malone’s visit to 
Perth. He will be preaching five times as well 
as giving a short history on the reformation 
of First Baptist Church in the 1980s. Pray for 
his good health and opportunities to get to 
know our fellowship. Pray that it would be a 
blessing to us as we host him. Thank you all 
for your constant support in prayer and may 
the Lord bless your labors for his sake.  

His rich blessing upon each and everyone 
as we seek refuge in Him!

NEW ZEALAND

The Hugheses
<dafydds1@gmail.com>
Dafydd, Maria, Ajinkya and Anjali
P.O. Box 246
Palmerston North

 

A round of pastoral visits in the last 
few weeks has been a great encouragement. 
It is good to see believers growing in their 
knowledge of God and of His Word, and in 
their application of it to their lives. 

Yes, there are struggles; yes, there 
are failures; yes, there is frustration and 
heartache; but there is also clarity on where 
to go to ‘receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need’ (Heb. 4:16); there is 
hope, there is peace, there is joy!

We are also encouraged by the 
questions being asked by some of our pre-
teens and teens, and the obvious spiritual 
struggles they are having, The hearts of 
some are battlegrounds and we are praying 
that the Savior will gain the victory and 
Satan will be vanquished. To our fallible 
minds, they “are not far from the Kingdom 
of God” (Mark 12:34) and we long to see 

clear evidence that they have turned “from 
darkness to light and from the power 
of Satan to God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and a place among those 
who are sanctified by faith” (Acts 26:18).

Though our church is small (14 
members and a Sunday morning 
congregation of about 50, almost half of 
whom are children) we feel the weight 

of responsibility to ‘”care for the church 
of God, which he obtained with his own 
blood” (Acts 20:28). 

We always yearn for the people to take 
every opportunity to attend upon the means 
of grace, and it has been encouraging 
recently to see more of them, including 
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most of the older children, regularly present 
at our Sunday evening meetings as well as 
the morning services. 

We have made changes to our mid-
week meetings in an attempt to make it 
easier for more people, including the older 
children, to attend them regularly. We now 
rotate around different homes each week 
of the month, following a different series 
of studies in each home. This reduces the 
geographical challenges for our wide-spread 
families and provides some continuity for 
those who are only able to attend when 
it is in their own home or another home 
nearby. So far we have seen an encouraging 
increase in attendance.

Our own congregation is a mission 
field, particularly with the high proportion 
of children. However, we continue to 
struggle to find effective opportunities 
for witness to those who are outside the 

church. 
We take advantage of the Christmas 

and Easter seasons to advertise more 
widely and proclaim the Savior, and those 
of our members who are in employment 
are not reticent in sharing their faith in their 
workplaces as they are able. Please do pray 
for wisdom for us as a church to see further 
avenues for outreach and to be courageous 
and bold to use them (Acts 4:31).

At the time of writing we have just 
had a meeting to commemorate the 
quincentenary of the beginning of the 
Protestant Reformation, which we co-
hosted with four other churches in the 
city: two Presbyterian, one Congregational 
and the other an unaffiliated congregation 
whose pastor is of Reformed Baptist 
convictions. 

In God’s providence the three speakers 
were all Reformed Baptists. It was the 
first time we have had an opportunity to 
join together with other churches in this 
way, and it was encouraging to see the 

venue full and to display our unity in the 
essentials of the gospel and in celebrating 
the common heritage for which each of our 
congregations are indebted to God and his 
grace.

As a family we are settling into our 
new home and have now, more or less, 
adjusted to the changed employment 
circumstances described in the previous 
quarterly Update.

Dafydd is grateful for the extra time 
he is able to give to the ministry of the 
Word and prayer, Maria is enjoying her 
work, and the children have adjusted well 
to their father guiding them in their home 
education.

We want to thank you for your 
prayers for us as a family and as a church: 
your messages of support are also very 
much appreciated and we count it a great 
privilege to be fellow servants with you in 
the work of the Kingdom of God. May we 
each know his enabling grace as we seek to 
honor him in word and life!

Hugheses
From page 9

Church Planting: Lookout Mtn. sees new members
As we recently celebrated one year 

of ministry here in Lookout Mountain, we 
praise the Lord for how He has continued 
to bless our church plant, and we thank 
Him for the support and encouragement He 
has provided through our sister churches of 
like-minded faith. 

This work would not be possible apart 
from the sacrifices and prayers of our 
association. And for this we praise God. 

Our ministry here presses on, with 
little change visible to the naked eye. But 
the sovereign Lord has clearly been at work 
building His church. The spiritual maturity 
and faithfulness of our core group continues 
to grow, evidenced by an increased hunger 
for the word and the means of grace in 
worship. There has been a renewed effort 
among our people to honor the Christian 
Sabbath, and this has greatly increased 
attendance in our corporate prayer meetings 
on Sunday evening. 

Additionally, the past few months has 
also seen an influx of interest in church 
membership, with five new members 
received so far this fall, and several more 

currently in the process. One young man, 
18 years old, has requested baptism, and 
it appears that the Lord has done a work 
of grace in his heart. We rejoice at these 
encouragements and evidences of the 
Lord’s sovereign work in our midst. 

We continue to see a regular stream 
of visitors, sometimes pushing our Sunday 
morning attendance to 60 or more. But the 
vast majority of these visitors are either 
Covenant College students or young 
adults. With a core group made up of so 
many college-aged folks, it’s evident that 
older visitors feel a bit out of place. Some 
have even inquired as to why our group is 
so young, implying that we’re only here to 
minister to local college students. 

This is a bit discouraging. The local 
community here in Lookout Mountain 
remains difficult to penetrate, as even our 
young adults who aren’t students tend to 
come from other parts of the Chattanooga 
area. Our prayer continues to be that the 
Lord would add to our church older saints 
who have the desire and gifts to disciple 
young adults. And that the Lord would 

bring in or raise up additional officers to 
serve and shepherd the flock of God. 

This is, without a doubt, our most 
pressing need in this season. 

On Sunday mornings, we continue to 
work our way through the Gospel of John. 
In adult Sunday School we are studying 
the doctrine of sanctification. And for 
our corporate prayer meeting on Sunday 
evenings we are studying and using the 
Psalms as a guide to our prayers. 

We also gather on Wednesdays for a 
mid-week Bible study. And one Sunday a 
month we continue to minister in a local 
assisted living home. All stated meetings 
are very faithfully attended. 

One exciting development is that a few 
young men in our church have expressed 
a desire to pursue Christian ministry. One 
is a Bible major at Covenant College, and 
is considering seminary after graduation. 
And the other is preparing to begin taking 
seminary courses online. Both men are 
fully confessional, but are in the very early 
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Church Planting: Pilgrims RBC outreach efforts grow
Greetings from Valley City, North 

Dakota! 
The temperatures have dropped 

significantly since autumn, and the snow 
has begun to fall. 

It’s a beautiful time of year! We want to 
thank you for your continued prayerful and 
financial support for Pilgrims Reformed 
Baptist Church (PRBC). God has been very 
gracious to us over the past several months. 
Services began on Sept. 24, and since that 
time Pastor Mark Hogan has been preaching 
through Acts in the morning and the Psalms 
in the afternoon. He has also been teaching 
on the Five Solas of the Reformation, as 
well as a Thursday night Bible study on the 
book of Hebrews. 

The core group continues to come 
together every Tuesday night for corporate 
prayer.

In the short time we have been open 
we have had several visitors, a few of 

whom have come more than once. We are 
very encouraged by this, and ask for your 
continued prayers that God would add to 
our number greatly over the next year. 
Pray that as we get to know people in the 
community that interest would rise and we 
would see people hungry to sit under the 
ministry of the word.

PRBC has been signed up to lead 
services several times a year at the local 
Sheyenne Care Center. Along with this, 
Pastor Hogan has been able to write an 
article in the “Faith Matters” section of the 
local paper, and do some mini-recordings 
for the local radio station called “Thought 
for the Day.” 

Pray that God would use these avenues 
for the church to receive more visitors, 
and for people in the area to receive 
encouragement. On Nov. 16, Pastor Hogan 
participated in a “Pastors Panel” at a 
Christian meeting on the campus of Valley 

City State University.
We ask for continued prayer that:
1) God would open up more 

relationships with people in the community 
for all the members of the core group. 

2) God would use these relationships 
to bring people to a saving knowledge of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

3) God would continue to bless us 
with more visitors from Valley City and the 
surrounding areas, and that these visitors 
would stay. 

4) God would continue to bless the core 
group with unity and peace, and patience in 
the difficult months ahead. 

5) God would grant us contentment 
and satisfaction in his timing, his grace, his 
love. 

Thank you for your prayers, and may 
the God of peace continue to richly bless 
you with all that you need for body and 
soul. 

Erasmus. At that time in European history 
there was no one who could rival Erasmus in 
reading and writing the classical tongues. 

His greatest gift to that age (and even 
to the church!) was his reproduction of 
the Greek New Testament. Luther himself 
felt great indebtedness to Erasmus for this 
publication. And in addition to his work as 
a scholar, Erasmus also sought to reform 
the Catholic Church. He was repulsed at the 
abuses and corruption he witnessed in every 
part of medieval Catholicism. 

But the vision of reform for Erasmus was 
poles apart from Luther. While he affirmed 
Luther’s attacks on Rome’s exploiting 
religion for their own selfish gain, he was 
equally disturbed with Luther’s vocal passion 
for theological convictions. 

This shouldn’t have been surprising; 
Erasmus was not a theologian. In fact, he 
detested theology. Moreover, he scoffed at 
those who made doctrinal assertions – like 
Luther, believing that such dogmatism over 
doctrine was useless since, in his mind, it 

divided rather than united men together in 
peace. 

Erasmus maintained, as Luther reported, 
that “it didn’t matter a scrap what anyone 
believed.” 

This was why a reformation by Erasmus’ 
standards was a truncated Christianity. It was 
a Christianity cleared of Rome’s decadence 
in pursuit of a simple decency, minus the 
gospel. In truth, it was nothing more than an 
unvarnished moralism, which said: “Be good 
and all will be well with you.” Erasmus, 
therefore, saw nothing wrong with the 
doctrine of Catholicism. He applauded its 
high and impossible system of a salvation 
vainly grounded in the merits of fallen man.

Luther, on the other hand, stood firmly 
against Rome’s doctrine of salvation, and 
thus at odds with Erasmus. 

But the two men did not draw swords 
over this issue until 1524. After much pressure 
from popes and princes, Erasmus reluctantly 
wrote his first attack against Luther. It was 
a small book simply entitled “A Discussion 
Concerning Free-Will.” 

Surprisingly, despite all the subjects 
he could have chosen to rebut Luther on, 

Erasmus took the heart of Luther’s doctrine 
as the battleground. However, Erasmus 
entered this theological confrontation without 
much of a weapon. For all his learning and 
scholarship, he lacked the scriptural insight, 
not to mention the spiritual discernment 
needed to even address this subject. His 
content therefore was fluently superficial.    

As for Luther, though, he could not have 
been more pleased with this publication from 
the polymath of Rotterdam. 

In his reply to Erasmus (which came a 
year later in 1525), he actually thanked him! 

“You alone,” he wrote, “have attacked 
the real thing, that is, the essential issue. You 
have not worried me with those extraneous 
issues about the Papacy, purgatory, 
indulgences, and such like – trifles, rather 
than issues – in respect of which almost all, 
to date, have sought my blood… 

“You, and you alone, have seen the 
hinge on which all turns, and aimed for the 
vital spot. For that I heartily thank you; for 
it is more gratifying to me to deal with this 
issue.” 
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By Rob Cosby
A couple of years ago I wrote an article 

for the ARBCA Update as the beginning 
of a series of projects focused on targeted 
church planting in the U.S. 

This article is intended to be the 
follow-up of the first article focusing 
on another aspect of church planting. In 
this one, I want to look at the distinction 
between active and passive church 
plants.

The terms “active” and “passive” 
here are not put forward as positive and 
negative, but rather the way in which we 
are involved in church planting. 

Passive church planting should be 
the default position of every one of our 
churches, and many churches have been 
planted from a passive perspective. 
Passive here has the idea of planting 
when an opportunity presents itself. In 
other words, due to many issues, such as 
people traveling a considerable distance 
to a church, a small group asking for help, 
or many different reasons, a church is 
approached to plant a new church. When 
these opportunities arise, it is proper to 
capitalize on them and plant a church.

But such passive plants grow 
the church incrementally rather than 
exponentially. Furthermore, they continue 
to leave many cities and even major 
metropolitan areas without confessional 
Reformed Baptist churches, and often 
with few solid, biblical churches at all. 

Most importantly, we do not fulfill 
the command of Matt. 28:19-20: “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 
(ESV)

The primary command of Matt. 
28:19-20 is to make disciples, and this 
command is fleshed out with the call 
to administer the sacraments to these 
disciples and teach them. In Reformed 
circles, we have often emphasized that 
this command is primarily a churchly 
command, and has been overused by 

Church Planting: Active vs. passive church planting

various parachurch evangelism groups to 
teach evangelism without the church or 
discipleship. 

But if the discipling, teaching, 
and sacramental aspects are primarily 
churchly, then the antecedent command to 
go should lead us to think about actively 
pursuing church planting in order to make 
disciples, baptize them, and teach them. 

While the English word “go” is not 
the primary verb but rather a participle, 
the participle in this construct takes on 
the action and mood of the main verb. 
Here the main verb is an active verb. The 
relationship between the main verb and 
the participle then links them together, we 
are to go to make disciples. If we are to 
actively disciple through the church, then 
we need to plant churches for this work 
actively.

The difficulty for most of us is not 
that we do not have the desire to go and 
plant churches, but that we are struggling 
to maintain the church we are in and do 
not see it as possible. 

The ability to actively plant is one 
of the benefits and proper uses of church 
associations. Many of our churches are too 
small to do much planting on their own, 
but with the aid of the Association, we 
can multiply and compound our churches 
and see the gospel spread in places that it 
is currently scarce or even nonexistent.

How then should we proceed? Over 
the next few months the Home Missions 
Committee is endeavoring to begin to 
put together a list of potential areas and 
strategies for planting, but we also want 
to encourage each of our churches firstly 

to begin thinking actively about church 
planting. Not just in helping churches out 
there, but being the sending and planting 
church.

Secondly, we encourage the particular 
churches to explore ways to develop a 
church planting spirit in the local church. 
Begin to teach our people to think of 
church planting as an active endeavor.

Thirdly, begin to think about nearby 
cities that do not have confessional 
Reformed Baptist churches and start to 
think and even develop goals for planting 
in these cities. The goals may be five-year 
or ten year, but begin thinking about it. In 
our own strength our options are limited, 
but in His strength they are many. Let us 
not allow the limits of the moment to keep 
us from the possibilities of the future.

– Rob Cosby is pastor of Tucson 
Reformed Baptist Church and a member of 
the ARBCA Church Planting Committee.

stages of preparing for the ministry. 
Please remember them in your prayers 

as we begin a focused effort to disciple and 
train them for the work. 

Another matter of prayer is that our 
building, though in excellent shape for its 
age, has a few repairs that are pressing. The 
greatest need here is for a new HVAC unit, 
as the current unit dates to the 1960s and 
is thus both expensive to run and largely 
inefficient. We are preparing to begin a local 
fund-raiser to raise money for a new unit, 
as many people in the community value the 
building as somewhat of a historic landmark 
and have stated they would contribute to a 
new unit. 

Please pray for this endeavor. The rest 
of the repairs are minor, but we are still 
dependent upon the Lord to meet these 
needs as well.

Thank you all for your notes of 
encouragement, faithful prayers, and 
generous support. 
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less and less real influence. Every scoundrel 
is ready to wrap Lincoln’s long black coat 
around him. In the cold light of political 
facts in the United States the constant 
appeal to Lincoln by the politicians is a 
cynical joke.

The Lordship of Jesus is not quite 
forgotten among Christians, but it has 
been relegated to the hymnal where all 
responsibility toward it may be comfortably 
discharged in a glow of pleasant religious 
emotion. Or if it is taught as a theory in the 
classroom it is rarely applied to practical 
living. 

The idea that the Man Christ Jesus 
has absolute and final authority over the 
whole church and over all of its members 
in every detail of their lives is simply not 
now accepted as true by the rank and file of 
evangelical Christians.

What we do is this: We accept the 
Christianity of our group as being identical 
with that of Christ and His apostles. 
The beliefs, the practices, the ethics, the 
activities of our group are equated with 
the Christianity of the New Testament. 
Whatever the group thinks or says or 
does is scriptural, no questions asked. It is 
assumed that all our Lord expects of us is 
that we busy ourselves with the activities of 
the group. In so doing we are keeping the 
commandments of Christ.

To avoid the hard necessity of either 
obeying or rejecting the plain instructions 
of our Lord in the New Testament we take 
refuge in a liberal interpretation of them. 
Casuistry is not the possession of Roman 
Catholic theologians alone. We evangelicals 
also know how to avoid the sharp point of 
obedience by means of fine and intricate 
explanations. 

These are tailor-made for the flesh. 
They excuse disobedience, comfort 
carnality and make the words of Christ of 
none effect. And the essence of it all is that 
Christ simply could not have meant what 
He said. His teachings are accepted even 
theoretically only after they have been 
weakened by interpretation.

Yet Christ is consulted by increasing 
numbers of persons with “problems” and 
sought after by those who long for peace of 

mind. He is widely recommended as a kind 
of spiritual psychiatrist with remarkable 
powers to straighten people out. He is able 
to deliver them from their guilt complexes 
and to help them to avoid serious psychic 
traumas by making a smooth and easy 
adjustment to society and to their own ids. 

Of course, this strange Christ has no 
relation whatever to the Christ of the New 
Testament. The true Christ is also Lord, but 
this accommodating Christ is little more 
than the servant of the people.

But I suppose I should offer some 
concrete proof to support my charge that 
Christ has little or no authority today 
among the churches. Well, let me put a 
few questions and let the answers be the 
evidence.

n What church board consults our 
Lord’s words to decide matters under 
discussion? (Let anyone reading this who 
has had experience on a church board try 
to recall the times or time when any board 
member read from the Scriptures to make a 
point, or when any chairman suggested that 
the brethren should see what instructions 
the Lord had for them on a particular 
question. 

Board meetings are habitually opened 
with a formal prayer or “a season of 
prayer;” after that the Head of the Church 
is respectfully silent while the real rulers 
take over. Let anyone who denies this bring 
forth evidence to refute it. I, for one, will be 
glad to hear it.)

n What Sunday school committee 
goes to the Word for directions? Do not 
the members invariably assume that they 
already know what they are supposed to 
do and that their only problem is to find 
effective means to get it done? Plans, rules, 
“operations” and new methodological 
techniques absorb all their time and 
attention. 

The prayer before the meeting is 
for divine help to carry out their plans. 
Apparently the idea that the Lord might 
have some instructions for them never so 
much as enters their heads.

n Who remembers when a conference 
chairman brought his Bible to the table 
with him for the purpose of using it? 
Minutes, regulations, rules of order, yes. 
The sacred commandments of the Lord, no. 
An absolute dichotomy exists between the 

devotional period and the business session. 
The first has no relation to the second.

n What foreign mission board actually 
seeks to follow the guidance of the Lord 
as provided by His Word and His Spirit? 
They all think they do, but what they do in 
fact is to assume the scripturalness of their 
ends and then ask for help to find ways to 
achieve them. They may pray all night for 
God to give success to their enterprises, but 
Christ is desired as their helper, not as their 
Lord. Human means are devised to achieve 
ends assumed to be divine. These harden 
into policy, and thereafter the Lord doesn’t 
even have a vote.

n In the conduct of our public worship 
where is the authority of Christ to be 
found? The truth is that today the Lord 
rarely controls a service, and the influence 
He exerts is very small. We sing of Him 
and preach about Him, but He must not 
interfere; we worship our way, and it must 
be right because we have always done it 
that way, as have the other churches in our 
group.

n What Christian when faced with a 
moral problem goes straight to the Sermon 
on the Mount or other New Testament 
Scripture for the authoritative answer? Who 
lets the words of Christ be final on giving, 
birth control, the bringing up of a family, 
personal habits, tithing, entertainment, 
buying, selling and other such important 
matters?

n What theological school, from the 
lowly Bible institute up, could continue to 
operate if it were to make Christ Lord of 
its every policy? There may be some, and 
I hope there are, but I believe I am right 
when I say that most such “schools” to stay 
in business are forced to adopt procedures 
which find no justification in the Bible they 
profess to teach. So we have this strange 
anomaly: the authority of Christ is ignored 
in order to maintain a school to teach among 
other things the authority of Christ.

The causes back of the decline in our 
Lord’s authority are many. I name only 
two.

One is the power of custom, precedent 
and tradition within the older religious 
groups. These like gravitation affect 
every particle of religious practice within 
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the group, exerting a steady and constant 
pressure in one direction. Of course that 
direction is toward conformity to the status 
quo. 

Not Christ but custom is lord in this 
situation. 

And the same thing has passed over 
(possibly to a slightly lesser degree) into 
the other groups such as the full gospel 
tabernacles, the holiness churches, the 
pentecostal and fundamental churches and 
the many independent and undenominational 
churches found everywhere throughout the 
North American continent.

The second cause is the revival of 
intellectualism among the evangelicals. 
This, if I sense the situation correctly, is not 
so much a thirst for learning as a desire for 
a reputation of being learned. Because of 
it good men who ought to know better are 
being put in the position of collaborating 
with the enemy. I’ll explain. 

Our evangelical faith (which I believe 
to be the true faith of Christ and His 
apostles) is being attacked these days from 
many different directions. 

In the Western world the enemy has 
forsworn violence. He comes against us no 

more with sword and fagot; he now comes 
smiling, bearing gifts. He raises his eyes to 
heaven and swears that he too believes in 
the faith of our fathers, but his real purpose 
is to destroy that faith, or at least to modify 
it to such an extent that it is no longer the 
supernatural thing it once was. 

He comes in the name of philosophy 
or psychology or anthropology, and with 
sweet reasonableness urges us to rethink 
our historic position, to be less rigid, more 
tolerant, more broadly understanding. He 
speaks in the sacred jargon of the schools, 
and many of our half-educated evangelicals 
run to fawn on him. 

He tosses academic degrees to 
the scrambling sons of the prophets as 
Rockefeller used to toss dimes to the 
children of the peasants. The evangelicals 
who, with some justification, have been 
accused of lacking true scholarship, now 
grab for these status symbols with shining 
eyes, and when they get them they are 
scarcely able to believe their eyes. They 
walk about in a kind of ecstatic unbelief, 
much as the soloist of the neighborhood 
church choir might were she to be invited 
to sing at La Scala.

For the true Christian the one supreme 
test for the present soundness and ultimate 
worth of everything religious must be the 
place our Lord occupies in it. 

Is He Lord or symbol? Is He in charge 
of the project or merely one of the crew? 
Does He decide things or only help to carry 
out the plans of others? 

All religious activities, from the 
simplest act of an individual Christian to 
the ponderous and expensive operations of 
a whole denomination, may be proved by 
the answer to the question, Is Jesus Christ 
Lord in this act? Whether our works prove 
to be wood, hay and stubble or gold and 
silver and precious stones in that great day 
will depend upon the right answer to that 
question.

What, then, are we to do? Each one 
of us must decide, and there are at least 
three possible choices. One is to rise up 
in shocked indignation and accuse me of 
irresponsible reporting.

 Another is to nod general agreement 
with what is written here but take comfort 
in the fact that there are exceptions and we 
are among the exceptions. 

The other is to go down in meek 
humility and confess that we have grieved 
the Spirit and dishonored our Lord in failing 
to give Him the place His Father has given 
Him as Head and Lord of the Church.

 Either the first or the second will but 
confirm the wrong. The third if carried out 
to its conclusion can remove the curse.

The decision lies with us.

And this “issue,” which Luther believed 
was so essential and vital – indeed, the “hinge 
on which all turns,” was the nature of salvation 
as it related to human freedom. There was no 
subject more important for Luther than this. 
As far as he was concerned, this matter was 
the centerpiece of the Reformation because it 
struck at the heart of the gospel.

Luther’s reply therefore to Erasmus 
would be nothing less than a strong, rigorous, 
adamant exposition regarding the scriptural 
doctrine of salvation. What Luther labored 
to defend, with all the zeal he could muster 
(which didn’t take much), was “the absolute 
exclusion of works from salvation, and the 
casting of the soul wholly upon the grace of 
God.” 

But for Erasmus, his idea of salvation 
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was nothing more than a regurgitation of 
Semi-Pelagianism, with the accent on man’s 
will falling more heavily on the side of 
Pelagius.  You see, while Erasmus strongly 
retained his belief that salvation was by 
God’s grace, yet he would not concede it was 
by grace alone. 

Man must play some part and make some 
contribution to salvation, however small it 
may be. And to Erasmus, man’s contribution 
was in his freedom to make the final decision 
as to whether God would save him or not. 

In other words, though man was a sinner, 
nevertheless his sinfulness did not impair his 
ability to apply himself to those things which 
would lead to salvation. In short, God may 
provide salvation but its man’s “free will” 
that essentially saves him. This is due to 
where Erasmus believed the power resided 
for salvation: it was in man’s “free will.”  

Luther, as might be expected, was 
neither impressed nor convinced by the 

eloquence of Erasmus’ words. In fact, he 
compared Erasmus’ book to that of using 
gold and silver plates to carry feces! Luther’s 
point was that the Erasmian gospel of Free 
Will was worthless and abominating, since it 
called no man to see his total helplessness as 
a sinner to merit salvation; and in turn, would 
not point men to the sole efficiency of God’s 
grace to save. 

For Luther, nothing could be worse for 
sinners to hear than a message like this. 

Moreover, Luther called Erasmus’ “free 
will” a “pure fiction.” In fact, the very term 
“free will” was, in Luther’s words, “too 
grandiose and comprehensive and fulsome.” 
He insisted that it led most people, like 
Erasmus, to attach properties to man’s will 
that are simply not there. 

Rather, what we must apprehend, as 
Luther argued, is that the only thing man 
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is truly free to do is “build houses, milk 
cows” and sin. But if left to himself, Luther 
contended, no sinner would ever strive after 
God since they are completely ignorant of 
Him, paying Him no regard whatsoever, 
bound up in a corrupt sinful nature. 

“Free-will without God’s grace,” Luther 
declared, “is not free at all, but the permanent 
prisoner and bondslave of evil, since it 
cannot turn itself to good.” This is why, in 
our sinfulness, Luther maintained, we would 
not even know we’re sinners unless the Spirit 

of God convicted us of our sin. 
So rather than celebrating human 

freedom like Erasmus, Luther declared that 
man’s freedom as a sinner only reveals his 
desperation and need to be saved. Therefore, 
since man in his sin has no power in himself 
to do any good that would merit salvation, 
then he must be exclusively dependent on 
God’s grace alone in Christ alone, if he would 
ever be redeemed. 

Articulating this truth to Erasmus, 
Luther, in essence, gave his greatest fight 
for recovering the gospel. The Bondage of 
the Will was therefore a battle for preserving 
and propagating the only message that will 
redeem sinful man. 

Manifesto
From page 14

why we do what we do. 
I have confidence that IRBS will be a 

similar blessing to future students in Texas.
 

There and back again: 
Returning to Taiwan

As mentioned before, I planned on 
returning to Taiwan to pastor a church 
there. Due to my desire to keep speaking 
Mandarin Chinese, I interned at Chinese 
Evangelical Church of San Diego, not far 
from the seminary.

My time there was formative and a 
tremendous blessing. It was there I began to 
preach my first sermons in Chinese (and the 
congregation had to sit through my awful 
Mandarin)! 

The Lord also providentially provided 
me multiple summer internships at the 
largest Baptist church in Taiwan, Grace 
Baptist Church in Taipei. There I was able 
to have even more exposure and experience, 
while serving with my Taiwanese brethren. 

Because of IRBS’ practical theology 
classes, I became convinced of the 
importance of a Means of Grace ministry. 
This led me to desire to be a part of a 
Reformed Baptist church. 

Thus, after 2½ years interning at 
evangelical Chinese churches, I have 
now transferred my membership to Christ 
Reformed Baptist Church in Vista, Calif. 
Being in an ARBCA church has been 
refreshing and a true blessing. Hearing the 

Word faithfully exposited and sensitively 
applied, sharing the Lord’s Table, and 
watching saints be baptized has been true 
food for my soul. 

Now, towards the end of my M.Div 
studies at Westminster (and towards 
marriage to my beautiful fiancé!), I consider 
where and how God wants me to serve him 
in Taiwan. 

The Lord has led Grace Baptist Church 
in Taipei to offer me a position among their 
staff. Although it is neither Reformed nor 
confessional, it is a healthy and conservative 
church. I need help teaching and leading 
this church. 

The ministers there would benefit 
greatly from redemptive-historical 
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hermeneutics, Baptist Covenant Theology, 
and an understanding of Baptist history. 
Therefore, I humbly ask for your prayers 
and your willing support. 

Will you pray for us? Will you be 
willing to send teachers and preachers to 
help us grow in the Scriptures? Will you 
be willing to send us your families to serve 
with us in outreaches and local missions? 

Soli Deo Gloria
I thank you for your time and 

willingness to read this account. May the 
Lord continue to bless you richly in the truth 
of the Gospel. May we be unimportant, yes, 
forgotten, that our Lord may be magnified 
and glorified even more. 

In fact, to deny Erasmus’ “free will” (the 
“free will” which stood in the Semi-Pelagian 
Scholastic tradition) was to Luther a denial 
underpinning the biblical doctrine of grace, 
which would spawn a true understanding of 
the gospel as a means in bringing sinners to 
faith in Christ. 

So then, from where Luther was sitting, 
this was not some academic debate between 
two scholars. Erasmus had addressed an 
issue that, for Luther, touched the very glory 
of God. 

It is for this reason that Luther was both 
offended and distressed at the indifference 
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and apathy Erasmus showed in his work on 
free will. 

The detachment he aired to this whole 
subject because of his conception of an 
“undogmatic Christianity,” compelled the 
Protestant Reformer to appeal to the humanist 
scholar as more of an evangelist seeking to 
win this sinner to Christ, than a mere erudite 
trying to win an argument. 

So, in December 1525, Luther took 
another stand, not unlike his watershed 
moment at Worms in 1521. 

However, his published reply to Erasmus 
was an even greater stand than his response 
before the Imperial Diet. This is due in part 
to the fact, that in The Bondage of the Will 
Luther had more liberty to speak – and with 
that freedom, came a greater clarity as to 
what the Protestant Reformation was really 
about as it stood fast to recover the saving 
gospel of Jesus Christ.

Furthermore, Luther’s answer to 
Erasmus would go to print, and by God’s 
sustaining providence, it would remain 
with us to this day. Hence, though Luther’s 
physical voice was silenced in 1546, his 
written voice continues preaching the gospel 
to us to this very day.  

How grateful, then, should we be for 
this work, which helps us to understand 
not only what was at the centerpiece of the 
Protestant Reformation of the 16th century, 
but what needs to remain at the centerpiece 
of all that we stand for in our own day in the 
21st century. 

When J.I. Packer and O.R. Johnston 
brought to a close their “Historical and 
Theological Introduction to Luther’s 
Bondage of the Will,” they make some hard, 
searching inquiries and propositions that 
all evangelical churches should heed today. 
Although what they wrote was 60 years ago, 
yet the relevance of their content is as cutting 
and practical in 2017 as it was in 1957.

It makes for a fitting conclusion to this 
present article, which I cannot improve on: 

“With what right may we call ourselves 
children of the Reformation? Much modern 
Protestantism would be neither owned nor 
even recognized by the pioneer Reformers. 
The Bondage of the Will fairly sets before us 

what they believed about the salvation of lost 
mankind.

“In the light of it, we are forced to ask 
whether Protestant Christendom has not 
tragically sold its birthright between Luther’s 
day and our own. 

“Has not Protestantism today become 
more Erasmian than Lutheran? Do we not 
too often try to minimize and gloss over 
doctrinal differences for the sake of inter-
party peace? Are we innocent of the doctrinal 
indifferentism with which Luther charged 
Erasmus? Do we still believe that doctrine 
matters? Or do we now, with Erasmus, rate 
a deceptive appearance of unity as of more 
importance than truth? Have we not grown 
used to an Erasmian brand of teaching 
from our pulpits – a message that rests on 
the same shallow synergistic conceptions 
which Luther refuted, picturing God and 
man approaching each other almost on equal 
terms, each having his own contribution to 
make man’s salvation and each depending 
on the dutiful co-operation of the other for 
the attainment of that end? – as if God exists 
for man’s convenience, rather than man for 
God’s glory?...

“To accept the principles which Martin 
Luther vindicates in The Bondage of the Will 
would certainly involve a mental and spiritual 

revolution for many Christians at the present 
time. It would involve a radically different 
approach to preaching and the practice of 
evangelism, and to most other departments 
of theology and pastoral work as well. God-
centered thinking is out of fashion today, 
and its recovery will involve something of 
a Copernican revolution in our outlook on 
many matters. 

“But ought we to shrink from this? Do 
we not stand in urgent need of such teaching 
as Luther here gives us – teaching which 
humbles man, strengthens faith, and glorifies 
God – and is not the contemporary Church 
weak for the lack of it? 

“The issue is clear. We are compelled 
to ask ourselves: If the Almighty God of the 
Bible is to be our God, if the New Testament 
gospel is to be our message, if Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, today, and forever – 
is any other position than Luther’s possible? 
Are we not in all honesty bound to stand with 
him in ascribing all might, and majesty, and 
dominion, and power, and all the glory of our 
salvation to God alone? 

“Surely no more important or far-
reaching question confronts the Church 
today.” 

– Kurt Smith is pastor of Providence 
Reformed Baptist Church in Remlap, Ala.


