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IRBS Convocation inaugurates seminary

By Gatlin Bredeson
Our Lord has made his image-bearer 

a creature of meaning and community; 
the most exalted expression whereof is the 
peoples’ coming into the Lord’s presence to 
worship and bow down, to kneel before the 
Lord their Maker. 

Furthermore, two specific instances of 
“meaning” that man finds significant are 
“beginnings” and “honor.” 

Image-bearers that we are, all three of 
these (worship, beginnings, and honor) came 
together to occasion the first Convocation 
of IRBS Theological Seminary (IRBSTS) 
and the Inauguration of its first President, 
Dr. James M. Renihan. 

This brief article gives an overview of 
the Inauguration and Convocation and their 
significance; namely how the function and 
meaning of Inauguration and Convocation 
were particularly applied on this occasion, 
then the content and significance of Rev. 
Joel Kim’s and Dr. James Renihan’s 
addresses. See Convocation, page 13

The term “inauguration” can be 
understood in both a wider and narrower 
sense. In the wider sense, an inauguration 
is a ceremony to mark the beginning of 
something; in the narrower sense, it is the 
formal admission of someone into office. 

The occasion of IRBS Theological 
Seminary’s inauguration uses both. In 
the wider sense, it is the beginning of the 
seminary: its life, character, and service. Its 

principles are declared, the foundation laid, 
which from the beginning define and guide 
the identity of the seminary for its entire 
life. 

In the narrow sense, the Inauguration 
is the formal admission of the president and 
core faculty into their positions. These will 
be the pioneer-laborers in the life of the 

Fred Pugh, left, chair of the Board of Trustees of the new IRBS Theological Seminary, deliv-
ers the oath of office to faculty members, from left, Stefan Lindblad, Drs., Steve Martin, Dr. 
Richard Barcellos and Dr. Fred Malone, during the convocation service. 
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Editor’s note: Westminster Seminary California President 
Joel Kim was the keynote speaker at the Convocation of IRBS 
Theological Seminary and the Inauguration of its first President, 
Dr. James M. Renihan. Here is what he had to say: 

By Dr. Joel Kim
“We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” – (2 

Chronicles 20:12b)
Members of the board of trustees and the board of regents, 

distinguished faculty, students, and friends of the seminary, I bring 
you greetings and congratulations from the Board of Trustees, 
faculty and staff of Westminster Seminary California. 

For 20 years, you’ve tolerated us Presbyterians as we labored 
side-by-side in preparing men and women for the church of 
Christ … many of whom are here tonight. The task of laboring 
together is indeed “sweet” – as one of the articles introducing the 
new seminary indicated on Reformation 21 – it has been a sweet 
journey for both institutions. 

And it has been sweet because of the individuals involved. 
Working together becomes easy when you have men like 

James Renihan. Jim, we miss having you on campus. Yesterday 
at our regular monthly faculty meeting we prayed for you, your 
family, and the beginnings of new IRBS Theological Seminary. 

It is bittersweet for many of us as we see the birth of this 
new seminary, because we labored so well together for the last 

two decades, showing the world what sweet fellowship we have in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

At the same time, we stand on the beginnings of this new 
journey, excited for you. 

Laboring together is made easy not only because of the men 
and women involved, but also made easier when we are headed 
in the same direction. We are grateful to the Lord that he is 
establishing a sister institution who also stands on the inerrant and 
infallible Word of God, teaches robust and unashamed confessional 
theology, exalts the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in our preaching 
and our teaching, and trusts in our unchanging sovereign God. 

We are grateful for the labor that we will do together, and we 
give thanks to the Lord for the journey we were on thus far for the 
last 20 years. 

Tonight, in the brief moment that I have, I want to encourage 
both Jim and all of you who are gathered by reminding of us the 
kind of God that we serve together. For our God is a promise-
keeping God who delivers his people. 

And we see this in the predicament that we find ourselves in 
and the challenges, and the prayer that is lifted up to the Lord, and 
the promise that is given to us in 2 Chronicles chapter 20, verse 
20, which simply states: “We do not know what to do, but our eyes 

Westminster Seminary California President Joel Kim delivers the Convocation address for IRBS Theological Seminary.
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IRBS: Alumni testify to benefits of seminary program

See IRBS, page 5

Editor’s Note: Following are 
testimonies from graduates of the Institute 
for Reformed Baptist Studies at Westminster 
Seminary California, which has progressed 
to a stand-alone seminary as of this year. 

Traever Guingrich
Whenever I am asked about my 

seminary experience at Westminster 
Seminary California, I always add that I 
was part of IRBS as well. 

I could not be more proud to have 
gotten to sit under Dr. Renihan for three 
years and to receive the best Confessional 
Reformed Baptist education available. My 
years there were formative and I still 
reference my class notes during sermon 
and lesson prep.

I have no doubt that the quality and 
scholarship of IRBS will only continue 

to improve in the coming years as it is 
established in Texas as a stand-alone 
institution. 

Micah Renihan
IRBS has had a pivotal effect on my 

own life. It has significantly shaped who I 
am as a pastor. 

It gave me a greater love for the Lord, 
the church, and our confession. 

A strong, disciplined, and honest 
approach to academics, a practical approach 
to studying and teaching the Word, as well 
as godly character, were all modeled for me 
in the classes I took. 

The notes I have from class remain a 
valuable resource for me in doing theology 
and exegesis. If IRBS Theological 
Seminary is able to build on the foundation 
established with IRBS when it was at 
Westminster Seminary California, then 

it will be a first-rate seminary. I have 
high hopes for what might come of this 
seminary. 

If God is pleased to bless this work, 
the effects of it will be felt for generations 
in the ministry of the various men who go 
forth from this seminary to labor in the 
harvest field of the Lord. I thank the Lord 
for what He has done already through IRBS 
and I pray that an even greater blessing 
may still come through the establishment 
of the seminary.

Gatlin Bredeson
Before I came to Westminster and 

IRBS, I felt under-equipped: I did not come 
from a churched upbringing, nor did I have 
an academic background in Biblical studies 

IRBS alumni and current board members gather at the ARBCA General Assembly in Fargo, N.D. 
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The Beardmores
<abbeardy@yahoo.com>
Allen, Katie, Ethan, Abigail, Logan, Thomas
185 Bagot Road
Subiaco, WA 6008

AUSTRALIA

Greetings from Perth, Australia!
We continue to thank the Lord for his 

steadfast love and faithfulness.  
Like Jacob, we are not worthy of the 

least of all of his mercies and we rest on his 
promise alone to do us good (Gen. 32:9-
12).  

We praise the Lord that, for the first 
time since we arrived in Australia, our 
family was able to go away and take a 
vacation.  Pastor Ronald Kalifungwa of 
Lusaka Baptist Church in Lusaka, Zambia 
came in September for two Sundays and 
provided a well-received pulpit ministry 
while we travelled a few hours south of 
Perth.  

This rest was much needed for our 
entire family and after an additional week 
off at home we felt very refreshed.  In 
addition, it was good for our congregation 
to hear someone else preach and also to 
become more familiar with the work of the 
African Pastors Conference as well as the 
life and ministry of Lusaka Baptist Church.  

Church life here in Perth is much the 
same as it has been for the last several 
months.  

Our last report mentioned that several 
families have started to visit on a regular 
basis and since then we have had others 
come as well.  Of course, this is a great 
encouragement to see so many hungering 
for God’s word but it brings various 
challenges as well.  

Please pray that the Lord would 
integrate each new visitor and save those 
who are lost.  Pray that Christ would be 
pre-eminent in our worship and daily lives.  

One individual who has been visiting 
regularly will be baptized soon and this is 
a great source of joy.  Please continue to 
pray that the Holy Spirit will be at work 
regenerating the lost and causing others to 
realize that today is the day of salvation.

On Wednesday nights we’ve slowly 
been going through A. W Tozer’s book 
“God’s Pursuit of Man.”  This book is 
a bit heavier than others through which 
we’ve read but so far it seems to be a good 

stretch for everyone.  The discussion has 
been lively and attendance has increased 
slightly.  

Lord willing, this Sunday morning we 
will finish Fred Malone’s book on marriage 
and conclude our study on relationships 
by dealing with love for our enemies as 
evidenced especially by Christ during his 
trial.  

During the summer months, our plan 
will be to study hymn writers and their 
hymns as found in the Trinity Hymnal. 
Many of our people find our hymnody a bit 
perplexing, especially since English is not 
always their first language.  So, hopefully 
this study will be a good way to become 
more familiar with Christian experience 
and biblical doctrine in the context of 
praising God.

Many of you have been in regular 
prayer on our behalf and we would submit 
the following requests.  

Pray that the children would end their 
school year well.  Katie has a meeting in 
November with the government moderator 
who oversees our home education.  So far, 
those meetings have gone well and we have 
had no problems but pray that this will 
continue.  

Pray for the spiritual growth and 
maturity of our members.  We continue to 
experience a season of peace and harmony 
but the evil one roams about seeking whom 
he may devour. 

Pray that the Lord would uphold me in 
the pulpit ministry of his word.  Nothing is 
so important for God’s people as the regular 

means of grace but it is a demanding task 
to ensure that Christ’s sheep hear his voice 
speaking to them each week.  

Pray for the lost to be saved.  The road 
is narrow that leads to eternal life and few 
there are who find it.  

Thank you for your prayers and may 
the Lord bless your endeavors to the honor 
of his name.  

IRBS
From page 4
of any kind.

I was so discouraged by what I thought 
was a crippled starting point that I almost 
did not submit my application to seminary. 
The Lord, however, oversaw some 
encouragements for me, and I finished the 
application and was accepted. 

During my time at IRBS, I received 
such thorough, sound instruction that I 
lost my doubts and became quite confident 
of the foundation that was being built for 
me through instruction. By the end of my 
seminary career, I could tell that IRBS 
had given me the theological foundation, 
the exegetical, logical, and homiletical 
tools, and even some experience to begin a 
faithful and learned ministry. 

Even beyond the academic training, 
Dr. Renihan was a pastor and like a father 
to me; so not only did I receive preparation 
that was worthy enough make up for my 

See IRBS, page 18
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See Commentary, page 7

The Perrons 
<raymondperron47@gmail.com>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est, 
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

We are thankful to God for allowing 
us to have a two-week holiday during the 
summer; it  has been refreshing to take this 
little time aside for visiting friends and 
taking more time for reading and studying.

In September, Diane and I visited André 
and Carole Pinard in Aylmer on the occasion 
of the 10th anniversary of their church plant. 
It was a wonderful time of celebration with 
the little flock of ERBO (Église réformée 
baptiste de l’Outa ouais.

Our church plant in Montreal is still 
going forward and we have many reasons 
to be encouraged with Pastor Guillaume 
Bourin’s work. We are also very grateful 
to God for opening a door so that Élodie, 
his wife, is allowed to complete her 
internship in Montreal in order to work 
as a medical doctor in the future.

In mid-October we also had another 
very happy celebration as Église réformée  
baptiste d’Acton Vale proceeded to the 
ordination of Micaël Beaulieu. On Oct. 
13 we had a ministerial meeting in the 
morning and after lunch, the examination 
council met for three hours with Micaël. 

The ordination council was composed 
of four people, Pastor Jacques Pelletier from 
Quebec, Pastor Georges Corriveau from 
Acton Vale, Pastor Pascal Denault from St-
Jérôme and Pastor Raymond Perron, our 
ARBCA missionary.

We are going forward in developing our 
CERB (Centre d’études réformées baptistes/

Center for Reformed Baptist Studies). We 
are planning to teach five or six courses in 
our different churches, also using Zoom for 
those who cannot be present. The courses 
will also be videoed. 

I have a little project for my program 
“Parole du matin” (“Morning Word”) on 
our radio station. I am planning to tape 
the program from a room in a restaurant at 
breakfast time, and people would be invited 

The congregation at Église réformée baptiste de 
l’Outa ouais celebrates its 10th anniversary. 

to attend. It would take place once a 
month. 

Please pray for an 18-year-old 
young man who joined our Quebec 
Church about three months ago. He has 
been converted for two years and he is 
such an encouragement. He keeps asking 
for books and he loves being taught the 
Word of God. We believe that he could 
be a potential future candidate for the 
ministry.

At the end of September one of our 
elderly women went to be with the Lord. 

She was 86 years old and she was living in a 
home for the elderly  for six or seven years. 
Each time we visited her we had a devotional 
time that she seemed to appreciate greatly.

I don’t want to close this short report 
without thanking you for your faithful 
prayers and support.

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the 
LORD, the people whom he has chosen as 
his heritage!”

Commentary
From page 3

are on you.” 

The Predicament
During the time of the Divided 

Kingdom, Jehoshaphat was the king of 
Judah, a contemporary of King Ahab of 
Israel, who was commended for “doing 
what was right in the sight of the LORD,” 
according to 1 Kings. 

What he faced, however, tested his 

faith. A coalition of enemy nations – 
the Moabites, the Ammonites, and the 
Meunites – were advancing on the nation 
of Judah. What does the author of the book 
of Chronicles emphasize for us as we see 
this enemy marching? 

Verse 2: “a great multitude is coming;”
Verse 12: “for we are powerless against 

this great horde that is against us;”
Verse 15: “do not be dismayed at this 

great horde;”
Verse 24: “they looked toward the 

horde.”
Here the Judeans clearly believe that 

they are outnumbered and the situation was 
insurmountable, because in verse 3 we hear 
the mindset of Jehoshaphat when he says 
“then Jehoshaphat was afraid…” 

Perhaps many of you identify with this 
scenario when you face an overwhelming 
and seemingly insurmountable challenge. 
Many of you, perhaps, feel the same as you 
look at the change and transition taking 
place, as you look upon the field and the 
work that needs to be done, as well as the 
amount of work that many of us have to 



RBMS missions around the world
ARBCA Update 7

See Commentary, page 8

Commentary
From page 6

The Lines 
<bevstan38@gmail.com> 
Stan and Bev
Calle 165, #54C-84 (E25)
Bogotá

COLOMBIA

There are at least 1 million Venezuelan 
refugees in Colombia, and more keep 
crossing the border every day. 

Some of them stay in Colombia, 
seeking to survive by begging, by accepting 
any employment that anyone might offer; 
some sell candies on the street corners 
of Bogotá, including our neighborhood. 
Others, parents, children, suitcases, etc., 
walk from the border south towards 
Perú, Ecuador and beyond – hundreds of 
kilometers. 

These pass by Curití in the state of 
Santander, where we have a church. Pastor 
Alirio Sierra lives right by the highway 
itself, and he and his family and others 
of the church have been preparing simple 
meals to give to these “pilgrims.” 

They also announce the Gospel to them, 
and they are allowed to use the facilities of 
the retreat center across the highway from 
Alirio’s for a time of rest and for bathing. 

In October Bev and I traveled there 
to give them as much help as possible in 
this effort. I also took the Sunday services 
in pastor Agustín Ballesteros’ place so he 
could have a week’s vacation. 

Just how long the Venezuelan 
government will continue the economic 

and political policies that have brought 
about this massive emigration, no one 
knows. 

Colombia’s two-month-old 
government struggles with the continued 
problems of subversive activity not covered 
by the peace accord signed with one of 
the guerrilla groups two years ago. Even 
a fairly large percentage of the members 
of that group not in agreement with the 
signing persevere in their armed attempts 
to bring about change.

University students have been on 
strike, demanding more investment from 
the government in public education. Many 
other areas of public life, especially health, 
are also in need of more government 
handouts at a time when the government is 

already living on borrowed money.
Opposition from the political left to the 

new government policies has been strong.  
Continue to pray, please, for the La 

Alborada church in Bogotá during this 
time, which is without a pastor. 

We continue to pass out tracts in our 
neighborhoods both in Bogotá and in the 
country area where we have our cabin. 
Response to this, until now, has been very 
little. 

We had hoped to begin a Bible study 
one Sunday afternoon each month in this 
country area in the home of a believing 
family, but the week before the first of 
these, the mother of the wife became ill and 
died, and the meeting had to be cancelled. 

Perhaps next month we can do this. 

bear going forward. 
And perhaps I can share my personal 

story with you: For the last year, I have 
had the opportunity to fill the shoes of Dr. 
Godfrey, who so ably and faithfully labored 
for 24 years as president and 38 years as 
professor. You can see how daunting that 
might be. 

When the announcement went out, we 
recognized that the fourth president didn’t 
have the right name. In fact, Bob Godfrey 
let us know that right away because first 
president’s name was Robert Strimple. 
The second president’s name was Robert 
den Dulk. The third president’s name was 

Robert Godfrey. 
You can see a pattern here, and I am 

grateful that James Renihan gets to set his 
own agenda in terms of what the name ought 
to be. Because Bob Godfrey, in making the 
announcement that I was appointed the 
new president, said ‘He needs to change his 
name; and we will from now on call him 
“Joel ‘Robert’ Kim.”’ 

And so I can also go by “Robert” as 
well. That’s untrue, obviously, in terms of 
my middle name, but there is a history here 
in terms of what has been built up. 

Here, the task was daunting, but it is 
not just about a transition in leadership for 
us on our campus, that many of you know 
well and Jim knows very intimately. 

With Dr. Dennis Johnson’s retirement 
recently, who also taught 38 years, the last 

of the first-generation faculty members at 
our institution really came to an end as a 
generation. And we are completing not only 
a transition of leadership, but a transition 
of the whole generation of faculty as we 
speak. 

We are in the midst of completing 
the Westminster Village, undergoing 
accreditation visitations by ATS and WASC 
– from which we received re-accreditation, 
facing growing fund-raising needs, and we 
live in a bellwether state called California, 
where the challenges go unabated and there 
are many tasks before us as we think of 
Christian education (especially theological 
education). 

Perhaps many of you who have been 
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NEW ZEALAND

The Hugheses
<dafydds1@gmail.com>
Dafydd, Maria, Ajinkya and Anjali
P.O. Box 246
Palmerston North

 

Recently I had the privilege of 
baptizing three of our young people. 

It is always a great encouragement to 
see children who have been brought up in 
the church expressing their personal faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ; they gave clear 
testimonies to the grace of God in their 
lives and it was wonderful to see a large 
number in attendance beside the river to 
witness the baptisms, among whom were a 
number of unbelievers who do not attend 
any church and would have heard the 
gospel for, perhaps, the first time.

We have also had the encouragement 
of a number of visitors to our congregation 
who have become regular in attendance. 
As we faced the sadness of departures 
from our membership earlier in the year, 
it is tremendous to witness God’s work in 
bringing others in. 

Please continue to pray that the Lord 
will enlarge our ranks with those committed 
to glorifying God through participation in 
the life of the church.

Among our small congregation are a 
number of needs, and our newly appointed 
deacon is already having to engage in 
work that previously the church has not 
encountered. We are so grateful for the 
Lord’s promise to supply wisdom, grace 
and the means to meet the needs, even as 
he wonderfully provided a deacon to help 

bear an increasing burden we had not 
anticipated at the time of his appointment.

The City Council has granted 
permission for a table to be set up for 
distribution of literature in the city center, 
where people congregate or pass through. 
Some of our men are engaging in Gospel 
outreach here on Saturday mornings as 
weather and opportunity allow. 

Please pray for the Lord’s blessing 
upon this outreach: particularly that 
conversations will be gracious and serious, 
and may result in further opportunities for 
engagement with those who stop to talk.

As our congregation is made up 
principally of young families, and the end 
of the calendar year also marks the end of 
the academic year, the last two months of 
the year can be very busy before giving 
way to the summer holiday season from 
Christmas to the end of January. 

Both the busyness and the holidays 
provide challenges for the church and we 
would value your prayers for the Lord’s 
sustaining grace through the busy time, and 
for spiritual as well as physical refreshment 
through the holidays. 

Please also pray for the increased 
opportunities that the season offers 
for presenting the gospel focus of the 
incarnation.

We value your ongoing support 
of the work at Crosspoint Church. The 
messages of encouragement we receive 
and the prayerful support of the ministry 
is greatly appreciated. We pray for the 
unity, peace and progress of ARBCA: the 
call to proclaim the gospel in the context 
of spiritual warfare is both challenging 
and rewarding, and we are thankful for 
the partnership we share in this great 
commission from Christ our Savior.

See Commentary, page 9

Commentary
From page 7

involved in preparation for this institution 
can identify with how we might have felt, 
and how we continue to feel. 

Transition can be exhilarating, but 
changes can also be intimidating. Exciting, 
but in many ways daunting for us. 
Certainly, the Psalmist understood how we 
felt, because he says in Psalm 121, “I lift up 
my eyes to the hills. From where does my 
help come?”

The Prayer
It is at this point we see the response 

of Jehoshaphat. And his people, in verse 
3, we see the response when we are told 
when Jehoshaphat was afraid, and set his 
face to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast 
throughout all of Judah. 

In fact, this is a pattern set before the 
people of Judah. In verse 4, it goes on to 
say: “And Judah assembled to seek help 
from the Lord; from all the cities of Judah 
they came to seek the Lord.”

The whole verse is enveloped with the 
notion of the people of God coming before 
him, seeking his face, and his guidance and 
wisdom as they go forth. And I love this 
imagery, because it is reflective of what we 
see tonight. 

Here, the image of people waiting 
upon the Lord when we hear in verse 13, 
“Meanwhile all Judah stood before the 
Lord, with their little ones, their wives, and 
their children...” seeking the Lord’s face 
and his guidance going forward. 

In seeking God, what is recorded is his 
prayer that allows us a glimpse of the faith 
of Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah. 
And there are four parts to this prayer. We 
will not go into it in great depth, except to 
point out a few points for us to remember. 

On the one hand, it praises God for 
his very power. We are told in verse 6, “In 
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The Stoleys
Joshua, Janet, Elisa, Caleb, Katelyn and Lukas
<Joshua.Stoley@gmail.com>
129 Alabama Drive
Jacksonville, AR 72026

Chaplain, USAF

Greetings from the Stoley family! 
The past several months have been 

challenging and rewarding. As with most 
businesses, the closeout of the fiscal year is 
a busy time for the military. 

This year, the business came in the 
form of a huge blessing for our base chapel 
program. As the fiscal year wound down, 
base leadership blessed our program with 
the ability to purchase much- needed 
upgrades for our sound, video and music 
equipment. In addition, we were able to 
buy cases of study Bibles, biblical marriage 
books, and an entire pallet of biblical 
counseling materials to be distributed on 
base. 

While the administration portion 
of making so many end-of-year 
purchases was difficult, our program 
has been blessed by the opportunity. 
In addition to the things above, in September 
we were able to secure funding to lead a 
Protestant Family Retreat weekend. For the 
retreat, we took eight families to the Ozark 
Mountains here in Arkansas for a four-day, 
three-night stay. 

The weekend focused on simple Bible 
teaching and family rejuvenation. This was 
the first retreat like this our base has done in a 
long time, and it was a wonderful experience. 
As we look ahead to the winter, we 
are looking to focus our ministries on 
meaningful outreach and community 
involvement. 

One of our first initiatives is to reach 
out to the new airmen who live on base. Just 
today we met with some representatives 

from our dorms to establish an outreach to 
our youngest airmen. 

Our chapel is situated directly across 
the street from our enlisted dorms, and we 
are working to make our space one that our 
young airmen would come and spend time 
at. 

Two months back we had a young man 
who would come over after work to use 
our internet. One Lord’s Day evening one 
of our lay leaders saw him at the chapel, 
began a conversation with him, and later 
that night led him to the Lord. 

These are exactly the kinds of 
interactions and encounters we are 
hoping to see as more airmen spend 
time in our facilities and talking with 
members of our chapel community. 

A second outreach we are doing 
is to on-base families. Last week I was 
encouraged by three spouses who came by 
the chapel looking to start Bible studies in 
the spouse community. All three of them 
are believers who love the Lord and have 
a heart to reach the lost. Their love for 

the lost and eagerness to serve the Lord is 
something I have been praying to see in our 
community, and I was encouraged to see 
that prayer answered.  

Looking forward, I am excited 
to see what opportunities arise as we 
begin to focus on our on-base families. 
As all these new opportunities are arising, 
I am actually beginning the process of 
preparing to deploy just after the New Year. 

I was selected for deployment and 
am excited at the opportunities to serve 
overseas for a time. At the same time, I’m 
saddened to miss out on what the Lord is 
beginning to do in our community. 

Over the next few months before I 
leave I am going to work with our staff 
to make sure that we don’t lose any of 
the momentum we gained, and that we 
continue to offer meaningful ministry to 
the base.

As always, we appreciate your prayers 
and support. In my next update I should be 
writing you from my deployed location, 
and I look forward to sharing what the Lord 
will be doing there!

See Commentary, page 17

Commentary
From page 8

your hand are power and might, so that 
none is able to withstand you.” It reminds 
everyone of who God is. The fact that God 
is powerful and mighty has been a repeated 
theme in the book of Chronicles, and in 
fact it seems especially appropriate in light 
of the fact that Judah, and Jehoshaphat in 
particular, felt powerless in light of what 

they were facing and the challenges before 
them. 

But the prayer not only reminds us 
of who God is, it also praises God for his 
provisions, promises answered for his 
people. The prayer not only focuses on who 
God is in terms of his very character, but 
also what God has done among them. 

God has always kept his promises 
to the forefathers: He delivered to them 
the Promised Land by driving out the 

inhabitants of the land (verse 7); He has kept 
his promise to multiply the descendants of 
Abraham, whom he remembers as “(God’s) 
friend” (verse 7). Moreover, he came near 
to them by making his dwelling among 
them in the temple that was built (verse 8). 

It is noteworthy for us that the author 
is making allusions to three separate 
covenants here: The Abrahamic covenant, 
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See Old Testament, page 16

By Matt Vincent
We do not often think of the Old 

Testament as a background to planting 
churches, and with good reason. The 
church and its expression in time and place 
as visible, local churches forms a unique 
aspect of the new covenant age. They are 
outposts of Christ’s rule and reign, part of 
the revelation of the mystery in the coming 
of Jesus Christ. 

That Gentiles would be full, equal 
members of the church is an astounding 
and wondrous thing. One can almost hear 
the surprise on the lips of the apostles and 
brethren in Judea: “Then God has also 
granted to the Gentiles repentance to life” 
(Acts 11:18). 

This is further expanded in the 
ambassadorship of the Apostle Paul to the 
Gentiles. The emissary of the Great King 
declares that the middle wall of separation 
between Jew and Gentile is broken down 
so that now the two are one in Christ so 
that now Gentile believers have access 
by one Spirit to the Father by the work of 
Jesus on the cross (Eph. 2:14 ff.). 

However, just as the full revelation 
of the True Israel is present but obscured 
in the Old Testament, so the church of the 
Redeemer is present but obscured. Our 
dear brothers of paedobaptist persuasion 
make a mistake in carrying over the full 
idea of church directly from Israel. We 
must first see how Israel points to the True 
Israel, then see how our union with Christ 
makes us the new covenant fulfillment of 
the old covenant people of God. 

Let us consider, then, some of the 
aspects of our Lord’s dominion presaged 
in the old covenant that sheds light on the 
church and see how this might encourage 
us in the work of planting local churches 
among the lost around us. 

The Old Testament background to 
the church encourages us to engage in the 
work of planting local churches through its 
presentation of a People, a Canon, and a 
New Creation.

The development of the promise 
contained in covenants by further steps 
takes the careful reader of the Scriptures 
through several iterations in the concept of 

Church Planting: Its roots in the Old Testament

a people of God. There is a narrowing from 
the world-wide focus on Adam down to the 
offspring of Abraham through the line of 
Isaac and Jacob. 

In the Mosaic Covenant the family 
becomes a nation as God provides for 
the protection of the line of the promised 
skull-crushing Son of the woman. Further 
development comes in the covenant that 
God makes with King David. 

Here we have a representative of the 
people of God. This one is not only a king 
but also functions as a prophet and in a 
small way as a priest. The people of God 
will have a faith like Abraham, will be a 
great number as under Moses, and have a 
king like David. 

The next major development of a 
people we find comes after the Exile. With 
the rebuilding of the temple comes the 
rebuilding of the people. 

The people of God must be a 
worshipping people, whose names are 
written down by God, and who have been 
brought out of captivity.1

1) Williamson, H.G.M., Ezra-Nehemiah, Volume 
16 (Word Biblical Commentary) (p. 274). 
Zondervan. Kindle Edition.

This forward-looking development 
focuses attention on a people later revealed 
as those who are forgiven their sins, 
united to God in Christ, (and have their 
names written in the Book of Life. As our 
confession (2LCF) states in paragraph 2 
of chapter 26: “All persons throughout 
the world, professing the faith of the 
gospel, and obedience unto God by Christ 
according unto it, not destroying their 
own profession by any errors everting the 
foundation, or unholiness of conversation, 
are and may be called visible saints; and of 
such ought all particular congregations to 
be constituted.” 

Our church plants must be composed 
of such people. This means that engaging 
in the work of gathering such people into 
membership, one with another, in a new 
church plant goes beyond the merely 
visible aspects of outreach and answering 
questions about what “Reformed Baptist” 
means. It is building the temple of God. 

Secondly, church planters not only 
build, they also labor to plant a church 
upon a reliable foundation. 

This requires a fixed standard. All 

Gerard Hoet/Figures de la Bible/1728
The tabernacle, a focal point of worshipping the true God in the Old Testament era, was a 
forerunner of today’s church. 
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See Lookout Mtn, page 12

Church Planting: Answers, progress in Lookout Mtn.
By Nathan White

Greetings to all our sister churches 
from the saints here in Lookout Mountain 
at Christ Reformed Baptist Church. 

We thank God for the support and 
encouragement He has provided through 
our sister churches of like-minded faith.

We recently celebrated two years of 
on-the-ground ministry here. All praise 
to the Lord, He has seen fit to continually 
bless, sustain and preserve our labors here 
for His kingdom. We have prayed for 
visitors – and on one recent Sunday we 
had a total of 29 first-time visitors in one 
service. 

We have prayed for financial provision 
– and every need has been met thus far, 
many through the generous giving of your 
churches. 

We have prayed for a more stable 
balance of older, mature believers to the 
large number of college students in our 
midst – and the Lord has, slowly but 
surely, begun to answer this prayer as well. 

We have prayed for greater growth 
and maturity, love and devotion, service 
and evangelism among our people – and I 
am pleased to report that among our core 
group, God is very evidently answering 
our prayers. I see a spiritual maturity in 
our people that was not nearly as evident 
this time last year. 

We continue to pray that the Lord 
would add gifts of servants and shepherds 
to His church in deacons and elders. To 
this end, six men have begun to distinguish 
themselves as godly, sincere and perhaps 
gifted in some way. 

Thus, I have begun meeting with these 
men on a regular basis in order to instill in 
them sound doctrine, equip and prepare 
them to lead and serve in various ways, 
and to examine them for the possibility of 
holding office later down the road. A few 
of the men are young, and are many years 
out. And a few are much closer to being 
ready, if God wills.

Please pray that the Lord would give 
wisdom, pour out gifts, and make His will 
known. 

Recently, several children have 
expressed their desire to be baptized. We 

are examining their profession of faith 
and praying that God will make His will 
known. 

Also, several of Presbyterian 
background have inquired about baptism 
and whether they ought to be properly 
baptized upon profession of faith. Please 
pray as we walk through these issues as 
well. This is a sensitive topic around here 
given the large PCA presence and college 
nearby. 

Additionally, though the Lord has 
blessed us with an abundance of visitors 
and new regular attendees as of late, please 

continue to pray that the Lord would lead 
such to make a formal commitment to the 
church in membership. 

The central thrust of our ministry here 
consists in the Lord’s Day worship. 

We have a Sunday School hour in 
which I am teaching on various core 
doctrines of the Reformed Baptist Faith. 

In the worship hour, I recently 
concluded a two-year sermon series 
through the gospel of John, which the 
Lord richly blessed. I have now begun to 
preach through the book of Judges. Please 

A worship service at Christ Reformed Baptist Church in Lookout Mountain, Tenn. 

Fellowship time at Christ Reformed Baptist Church. 
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Lookout Mtn.
From page 11

Church Planting: Opportunities increase in Valley City
Greetings from Valley City, N.D.! 
We praise the Lord for your vigilant prayers on our behalf and 

for your partnership with us in the gospel ministry. The Lord has 
been gracious to us over the summer months. 

We’ve had the opportunity to preach the gospel at two services 
in local rest homes. Pastor Hogan was invited back to the Valley 
City State University campus at the beginning of the school year 
to speak at Vikings for Christ. 

Attendance at morning worship services has increased. We 
had an information table at a local community event called Crazy 
Daze (for the second year in a row). And God is growing our 
people in love and service to one another. 

On Thursday nights, we began a book study on Pilgrims 
Progress. Many of our people have already read the book, which 
has added depth and richness to our discussions. 

Pastor Hogan took a break from Acts and began preaching 
through some of the parables of Christ. And we recently began a 
Sunday school series on “Worship by the Book.” in which we are 
examining principles of the Reformed understanding of worship 
on the Lord’s Day. 

If anyone is interested in the audio, they can find us on Sermon 
Audio.

Pastor Hogan and Christine moved into a house over the 
summer, which has increased their opportunities for interaction 
with neighbors in the community, as well as hospitality. The house 
is walking distance from the church, and very close to all the 
members of the church. 

Pastor Hogan was also invited to be the speaker at Sycamore 
Baptist Church’s youth conference in Iowa. He spoke on the topic 
of Christian hope. 

 We ask continued prayer for:
1) Faithfulness and fruitfulness in ministry. Pray that Pastor 

Hogan would speak boldly as he preaches God’s word. Pray that 
people in the community would desire expositional preaching. 

2) Boldness to witness for Christ. Pray for the members 
of the church as they interact with neighbors and friends in the 
community. Pray that we would fear God rather than man.

3) Patience during the winter months. Things slow down 
in the winter due to low temperatures. Pray that our zeal would 
continue as we plod along. 

4) Prison ministry. We continue to call and ask to begin a Bible 
Study across the street at the Barnes County Correctional Facility. 

Thus far, it’s been very difficult to have any communication with 
them.

5) Conversions. We want to see people who have never heard 
the gospel come to faith.  Pray that God would send forth his 
power to save his elect. 

May the God of all grace fill you with all joy in believing the 
riches of Christ’s gospel. 

Pastor Mark Hogan, his wife Christine and their son at Pilgrims 
Reformed Baptist Church. 

pray for this pulpit ministry. 
Furthermore, on Sunday evenings we 

study a Psalm and then devote ourselves 
to prayer: for ourselves and our needs, for 
our church and community, and for our 

association. 
Please know that as we are in your 

prayers, you are in ours as well. Other 
areas of ministry include: catechizing 
children and adults, mid-week bible study, 
a monthly ministry at the local Assisted 
Living home, and other more informal 
areas of discipleship and counseling. 

We are blessed to have a generous and 

loving sending church: Covenant Baptist 
Church in Clarksville. They have made 
sure our every need is met, including pulpit 
supply and other very practical needs. 

We are thankful to God for them and 
the close relationship that we enjoy. 

We are also grateful to God for your 
faithful prayers, generous support, and 
encouragement.



seminary who thus operate it according to 
its principles. These foundational faculty 
have the unique role of determining 

See Convocation, page 14

Convocation 
From page 1

whether IRBS Theological Seminary will 
make five more talents from the five they 
have received, and by their leadership and 
those whom they choose to work with 
them, whether it will continue to do so in 
subsequent generations.

A convocation, in general, is a “calling 
together,” or a gathered assembly. On the 
occasion of this particular convocation, the 
purpose of the “gathered assembly” must 
first be described as worship. 

The submissive Christian can say with 
Job “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken 
away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
Yet the “Blessed be the name of the Lord” 
expressed by all at the convocation was 
drawn from a very clear “The Lord gave,” 
for God has made his grace clear through 
his favorable governing of the entirety of 
the establishment and development of the 
seminary. And so, as the seminary begins 
its first year, the response of its supporters 
could not be one of boasting but of solemn, 
humble, yet joyous worship. 

In this context, before God, Dr. James 
Renihan swore the oath of the president, 
and Rev. Steve Martin, Dr. Fred Malone, 
Dr. Richard Barcellos, and Rev. Stefan 
Lindblad Drs. swore the oath of core faculty. 

These oaths, conducted by IRBSTS 
Trustees Chairman Rev. Fred Pugh, swore 
belief in the inerrancy of the Scripture, the 
reception of the Second London Baptist 

ARBCA Update 13

Attendees at the convocation sing a hymn. 

Dr. James Renihan, right, swears the Oath of the President, administered by Fred Pugh. 
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See Convocation, page 15

Confession as their own, and to discharge 
the duties of their offices with integrity. 

These oaths are significant in at least 
two ways.

First, in the oaths there is a public 
display that the seminary holds to a 
doctrinal standard that is above the faculty. 
Having such a standard above the faculty 
implies that the faculty is determined by 
the seminary’s standards; rather than the 
seminary being determined by individuals 
or their subjective standards. 

Second and related, these formal oaths 
maintain the integrity of the seminary by 
formally binding the president, the dean, 
and professors to its doctrinal standard. This 
makes sure that if deviation is introduced, 
the faculty must change (i.e. by resigning); 
not that the seminary must change (i.e. 
removing the standard or altering it to suit 
the faculty’s opinion). 

Indeed, it reflects the attitude of 
IRBSTS which takes seriously the 

Convocation 
From page 13

Fred Pugh, right, chair of the Board of Trustees, leads the procession of convocation speaker 
Dr. Joel Kim, center, and Board of Trustees members to the stage, below. 

Scriptures and its Confession, as it regards 
God’s truth as high and immutable. 

The convocation was also a time of 
prayer over the president and faculty, led 

by Rev. Donald Lindblad. If the oaths 
signify the honoring and exaltation of 
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God’s truth, then the prayer acknowledges 
the seminary’s and faculty’s lowliness and 
humble dependence on the Lord. 

Prayer for godliness, faithfulness, 
and integrity supposes the mutability and 
weakness of man; that if the seminary is 
to endure, it cannot be buttressed on the 
shoulders of feeble creatures, but on the 
will and actings of Him who never grows 
weary. 

Indeed, apart from Christ, we can do 
nothing; so the seminary will ever need 
prayer to our Rock to remain steadfast. 

President Joel Kim of Westminster 
Seminary California delivered the 
Convocation address, entitled “Eyes on the 
Lord,” from 2 Chron. 20:12 (see page 3). 

He wisely admonished that there 
are times in the life of a seminary when 
its leaders, facing difficult matters, will 
become very aware of how limited they are 
in their creaturely knowledge and wisdom. 
But like God’s people facing virtual 
impossibility under Jehoshaphat’s reign, 
so God’s people can confess under Christ 
“... we are powerless before this great 
multitude who are coming against us; nor 
do we know what to do, but our eyes are on 
You” (2 Chron 20:12). 

The address was well-spoken and duly 
received as what it was: an encouragement 
from our God through his Word; and with 
the mutual affection between Westminster 
California and IRBSTS, it was well-
received also as an encouragement from 
an experienced big brother to a burgeoning 
little brother. 

Dr. James Renihan’s Presidential 
Inauguration Address, entitled “The Five 
C’s of IRBS Theological Seminary,” 
also acknowledged the unique formative 
position of its first leaders: ‘From the 
trivial—how labels are to be placed on the 
spines of library books, to the profound—
the words we use in our faculty vows 
(and everything in between), we establish 
patterns which are blueprints for years 
to come. In some ways, this address is 
intended to do this.”

As such, Dr. Renihan expounded five 
core values (‘The Five C’s) of IRBSTS: 
Confessionalism, Covenantalism, Church, 
Canon (i.e. Scripture), and Christ Jesus. 

Convocation 
From page 14

IRBS Trustee Dr. Steven Means, center, chats with Dr. Iswaran Mudliar, adjunct instructor in 
biblical languages, left, and faculty member Dr. Richard Barcellos, right. 

An audience of seminary trustees, IRBS alumni and guests listen to convocation speakers. 

As these values are not, for instance, 
“innovation,” “progression,” “cultural 
relevance,” “transformation,” or the like, 
they show a commitment, rather, to an 
historical orthodoxy.

And far from being precariously 
grounded in a mutable modern culture or 
chasing the whims and fancies of those 
whom the church labors to reach, these core 
values are anchored in the Christ who is 
the same yesterday and today and forever, 
and in the Word of our God which stands 
forever. 

Being founded upon this Rock, 

the seminary has the “blueprints” for 
faithfulness and integrity for years to come.

Overall, the Convocation and 
Inauguration was a worshipful witness to 
the foundation of the seminary formally 
declared and established; yet with an 
indispensable and responsive awareness 
that it only lives by our good and faithful 
God, and is purposeless without his glory. 

Please continue to pray for IRBS 
Theological Seminary and its faculty, that 
it might remain faithful, and that the Lord 
might be pleased to use it to train many men 
zealous for the honor of his name.
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Old Testament
From page 10

around us we face the constant temptation 
to build on the shifting standard of what 
people want in the music, programs, or 
teaching of the church. 

What do people want? 
What will attract them to our church? 
What will bring them in? 
Churches built on this are wells 

without water, cracked cisterns in a world 
drunk on its own definition of love. 

We must plant churches grounded 
on the preaching of the Word. The 
preaching of the Word builds confessional 
congregations, committed to one another, 
and captivated by covenant theology.

The common misconception prevalent 
in our day is that the early church decided 
what made up the Word when the opposite 
is true: the Word forms the church. 
Deuteronomy prefigures this striking New 
Covenant reality. 

In chapter 4, Moses recalls before the 
second generation on the plains of Moab 
the visible, physical manifestation of God’s 
presence on Mount Sinai as they drew near 
and stood before this terrifying display of 
God’s glory in fire, darkness, cloud, and 
gloom. 

And yet, it is not the feelings or the 
experience that become the ground of 
Israel’s existence as a covenant people. 
It is what they hear rather than what they 
see: “Do not add to what I command you 
and do not subtract from it, but keep the 
commands of the LORD your God that I 
give you (Deut. 4:2).” Then, further in 
Deut. 8, we hear the instruction made 
famous by our Lord when He was tempted 
in the wilderness: “. . . man does not live by 
bread alone, but man lives by every word 
that comes from the mouth of the LORD.” 

And in Deut. 12:32 Israel is further 
instructed by Moses in the reception 
of God’s covenant: “Everything that I 
command you, you shall be careful to do. 
You shall not add to it or take from it.” There 
is a fundamental reliance on the Word as 
delivered to the people of God by God. As 
such the Scriptures are “. . . authoritative—
uniquely, divinely authoritative—simply 
in virtue of their origin through divine 
revelation and inspiration . . . . The 

beginnings of canonical Scripture thus 
coincided with the formal founding of 
Israel as the kingdom of God. 

In the treaty documents given by 
Yahweh at the very origins of the nation 
Israel, the people of God already possessed 
the ground stratum of the Old Testament 
canon.”(2) This pattern of revelation 
culminates with the authoritative revelation 
of God in Jesus Christ. The new covenant 
church is built upon this foundation of the 
Old and New Testaments. 

Each local church then is governed 
by its Head through His Spirit and Word. 
Establishing a new congregation of 
believers is building on this venerable and 
certain foundation.

Finally, a gathered people professing 
the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit under His authoritative Word is a vital 
expression of the work of the new creation 
in Jesus Christ. The promises of the return 
from captivity through the prophet Isaiah 
pointed to more than the re-establishment 
of worship at Jerusalem and the rebuilding 
of the Temple. 

They foreshadowed more than the 
rebuilding of the people of God. In Isaiah 
43 the prophet speaks of this gathering 
together of the Babylonian Diaspora from 
the four corners of the earth. Then in verses 
9 and 13 looks back to the first creation. 

This provides the perfect basis for what 
follows in verses 18-19: “Remember not 
the former things, nor consider the things 
of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive 
it? I will make a way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert.”

 This contrast between old and new 
further stresses “. . . God’s past acts of 
redemption as new creations as the basis for 
his future act of redemption as an escalated 
new creation. God has been a witness to 
his past acts of creating the cosmos and 
of creating Israel as a nation at the exodus 
. . . and he will be a witness yet again to 
another creation.” (3) 

The revelation of the mystery in the 

2) Kline, Meredith G., The Structure of Biblical 
Authority, 2nd ed., Wipf & Stock, Oregon, 1997, 
p. 37-8.
3) Beale, Gregory K., A New Testament Biblical 
Theology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament 
in the New, Baker Academic, 2011, p. 342-343

New Testament shows that this is more 
than merely the recreation of the heavens 
and the earth. In fact this starts with the 
creation of a new people in Jesus Christ. 

This comes to light in Rev. 3:14 where 
Christ tells His appointed messenger 
to write to the elders at the church in 
Laodicea: “The words of the Amen, the 
faithful and true witness, the beginning of 
God’s creation.” 

Beale argues persuasively that Jesus 
here announces Himself as the beginning 
of the church, especially in connection 
with Revelation 1:5 where He is titled “the 
firstborn of the dead.” This looks forward 
to the consummation of all things in Jesus 
Christ. 

“Jesus and the church are the beginning 
of the new creation but do not exhaust 
it.”(4) In the planting of a local church 
regenerated sinners take up the work of the 
world to come, in the here and now. 

In conclusion, this background of the 
church as a People, under a Canon, and 
part of the New Creation found in the 
Old Testament provide church planters 
and sponsoring churches with great 
encouragement as they engage in the 
humanly impossible task of building a local 
expression of the “catholic or universal 
church, which . . . consists of the whole 
number of the elect . . . under Christ, the 
head thereof; and is the spouse, the body, 
the fullness of him that filleth all in all 
(2LCF).” 

The Old Testament prefigures not 
only the Messiah but also the people of the 
Messiah who are “volunteers in the day of 
(His) power.” 

These are a people who have been freed 
from the bondage of sin and the power of 
the fear of death through a Second Exodus 
accomplished by the Son who is greater 
than Moses. They are formed under and 
ruled by the authoritative revelation of the 
final revelation in Christ Jesus. 

The One who was promised to Adam 
and Eve so long ago makes a new creation 
in His image. This is the universal church. 

As congregations and church planters 
labor and sacrifice to build local churches, 
they join with the Savior who was foretold 
as He plunders the kingdom of the Evil One.  

4 Ibid., p. 344
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Commentary
From page 9

the Mosaic Covenant, and the Davidic 
Covenant. God has promised to be with his 
people, and he has thus far kept his promise 
to them. 

And this is where he pointedly comes 
before (God) with his supplication, his 
plea for help. As with the Psalmist, he is 
in plain terms describing his predicament 
when he says, “O our God, will you not 
execute judgment on them? For we are 
powerless against this great horde that is 
coming against us” (verse 12). “Will you 
not execute judgment on them?” 

(This is) a direct, pointed asking of the 
Lord our needs, as many of us have done 
in the past. 

But the climax of this prayer is what he 
says in the end of verse 12. In the last half 
of this verse he says “We do not know what 
to do, but our eyes are on you.” Following 
the pattern of the psalms of lament, 
Jehoshaphat’s cry of lament transforms 
into a confession of trust. 

You might remember King David’s 
lament in Psalm 13: “How long, O Lord? 
Will you forget me forever? How long 
will you hide your face from me?... But 
I have trusted in your steadfast love; my 
heart shall rejoice in your salvation… But 
I have trusted in your steadfast love… I 
will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt 
bountifully with me.” 

The plea is not for any particular 
action, as if we know and can presume 
upon the Lord our knowledge to dictate 
what he does, but for God to show himself 
in providence and power. Having cried out 
in distress, Jehoshaphat simply trusts and 
waits. 

We have a moment of clarity when we 
are tired, when we are stretched, when we 
are weak, overwhelmed, and afraid. 

In the New Testament, having shared 
his afflictions and what he called ”burdens 
beyond my own strength” in 2 Corinthians, 
the Apostle Paul picks up and offers his 
understanding of how the Lord is leading 
when he says in 2 Cor. 1:9 “But that was 
to make us not rely on ourselves but on 
God… On him we have set our hope that 
he will deliver us again.”

The Promise

In the prayer, as it searches God’s will, 
there is an immediate promise given to us 
that all of us get to share in. As they sought 
the Lord, the word of the Lord came from 
an unexpected source, and the Spirit of the 
Lord came over Jehaziel and he declared 
the promises of the Lord; promises that I 
think you and I need to hear as well tonight. 

For the Spirit of the Lord, having come 
upon him, says this in verse 15: “Listen, all 
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem and 
King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the LORD 
to you, ‘Do not be afraid and do not be 
dismayed at this great horde, for the battle 
is not yours but God’s.’”

He then goes on to [repeat] in verse 17. 
I have a son who is 11 years old. When said 
once, he does not listen. (He needs to hear 
it) twice, a third time, and perhaps even 
repeated more. 

Many of us forget what the promises 
of the Lord are, and so he repeats it for us 
as he goes on to say in verse 17, “You will 
not need to fight in this battle. Stand firm, 
hold your position, and see the salvation 
of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and 
Jerusalem. Do not be afraid and do not be 
dismayed. Tomorrow go out against them, 
and the Lord will be with you.”

The same themes are repeated for us: 
Do not be afraid and dismayed, because 
God is at war, and he will be with you. 
One cannot help but remember the Lord’s 
command to Joshua in the nation of Israel’s 
transition of leadership; many changes 
occurring and he says ‘No man shall be 
able to stand before you all the days of your 
life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be 
with you. I will not leave you or forsake 
you. (6) Be strong and courageous... (7) 
Only be strong and very courageous… (9) 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do 
not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go.”

The author of Chronicles draws a 
parallel between God’s deliverance of 
the Israelites in the narrative the book of 
Exodus. (In) Exodus chapter 14, when the 
Israelites were seemingly facing obstacles 
far greater than their abilities, as they faced 
the waters and the Egyptian troops chasing 
after them, this is how the Lord spoke to 
the Israelites through Moses: “Fear not, 
stand firm, and see the salvation of the 
Lord, which he will work for you today.” 

We are to wait, and watch, and be 
witnesses of how God is at work, for it is 
not us; it is the Lord at work.

It is remarkable that all the people of 
God can do is simply watch, and see, and 
witness the salvation and deliverance of the 
Lord. In a day marked by self-sufficiency 
and pursuit of independence, this seems 
shockingly passive and dependent. 

Dependence on God was not a 
rejection of preparation by any means – 
after all, the army was given orders which 
were followed strictly. 

But it speaks of prior conviction and 
posture. Nor is it about positive thinking, as 
our advertisements are incessantly telling 
us to trust ourselves: “Just do it,” or “You 
can do it. We can help.” 

Depending on God was greater in 
importance than any preparations for war. 
Gathering of men, strategic planning, 
or assessment of the enemy strength; – 
all these things may be important, but 
pale in comparison to our posture and 
our commitment before the Lord, and 
dependence upon him, utter desperation 
before him; trusting in God, men holding 
onto the promises attached to these 
commands, that is, “the Lord will be with 
you.” 

We depend on and we trust because 
of the Immanuel-promise of our God. This 
is why Jehoshaphat declares in verse 20: 
“Believe in the Lord your God, and you 
will be established.”

Conclusion
 We are a small little seminary in 

Escondido, California, which stands for 
‘Hidden Valley,’ California. No one knows 
us. 

Yet the Lord has faithfully raised, 
established, and encouraged us throughout 
the last four decades. 

To be honest, standing here as the 
leader of the institution and watching our 
graduates here, and them participating in 
the beginnings of this new fine seminary as 
a continuation of the work: I don’t know 
what else to say, except to simply say this 
is the Lord at work – in preparation for four 
decades, and two decades of partnership 
with IRBS, in order for us to be here. 

No one could have orchestrated this. 
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No one could have prepared this apart from 
the hand of the Lord. 

In the New Testament, the book of 
Hebrews was written to many, and written 
in a time when believers faced seemingly 
insurmountable challenges before them: 
predicament that they could not predict, as 
well as events they could not control; it was 
a time of great transition in the midst of 
persecution and opposition in many ways. 

Do you remember what the author of 
the book of Hebrews said to them, which 
is a reminder to us along with the book of 
Chronicles? 

He says this in chapter 13: “Keep your 

life free from love of money, and be content 
with what you have, for he has said (a 
repeated promise from the Old Testament:) 
‘I will neither leave you nor forsake you.’” 

So, we can confidently say “The Lord 
is my helper, I will not fear; what can 
man do to me?” Remember your leaders. 
Those who spoke to you the Word of God. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life 
and imitate their faith. And he gives us 
the reason why: “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forevermore…” 

Friends, Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forevermore. 

My institution and I are so excited 
for the beginnings of IRBS Theological 
Seminary not only because of its faithful 
board of trustees, able and experienced 
president, fine gathering of pastor-scholars, 

own perceived insufficiencies, I received 
warm, wise, and godly leadership as well. 

The Lord has been far more kind to me 
than I deserve in having permitted me to 
study with IRBS, and I am grateful. 

Given that IRBS Theological Seminary 
is a continued- and expanded-IRBS, that 
it is founded on the same core values, 
will have more of the same thorough 
preparation, and with employs more godly 
faculty akin to Dr. Renihan, I am confident 
that it will be a powerful seminary for the 
Lord’s glory and Church.

Kevin Wang
IRBS prepared me for the ministry 

of the Word and for “holding communion 
together.” 

IRBS’ commitment to academic 
excellence and scriptural faithfulness 
helped me see the depth and breadth of the 
Word of God, especially how it applies to 
our lives as believers. IRBS’ confessional 
stance and association with ARBCA helped 
me see the goodness and beauty of a faithful 
confession of faith, especially the unity it 
provides Reformed Baptists all around the 
world. 

To go to any confessional Reformed 
Baptist church, knowing our confessional 
unity, provides a sense of family and 

“home” that cannot be compared.

Samuel Renihan
In February 1716, Joseph Burroughs 

wrote to John Kinch, Jr., who had been 
sent by one of the London Baptist churches 
to the University of Leiden to receive a 
theological education in preparation for the 
ministry. 

He said: “Whoever proposes to 
minister the gospel, if he have opportunity 
of preparing himself by an intimate 
knowledge of the Scripture languages and 
the history of Scripture affairs, can never 
excuse the neglect of it.” 

It is exciting to me that IRBSTS has 
begun its first academic year, and is making 
it easier than ever for Baptists to pursue 
“an intimate knowledge of the Scripture 
languages and the history of Scripture 
affairs.” May the Lord richly bless the 
faculty and students of this seminary.

Tim Young
The IRBS classes and Dr. Renihan 

provided the life-changing introduction to 
Baptist covenant theology that deepened 
both my reading of Scripture and my 
relationship with the Lord. 

By far, some of the most formative 
classes in my seminary years, the IRBS 
provided a thorough theological education 
while also developing the compassionate 
minister’s heart. I am immensely grateful 

for IRBS and all they do for the Kingdom 
of Christ, confident that they will raise 
great ministers of the Gospel.

Jeff Gonzales
IRBS Class of 2018

IRBS has played a huge role during my 
time in seminary, and I am very thankful 
for it. 

I learned many things which have 
helped make me the pastor that I am today. 

First, IRBS taught me that having a 
proper theology according to the word of 
God drives how we are to do ministry. This 
is seen in the how we are to feed the flock, 
worship, and shepherd. Second, I also 
learned about the high calling of a pastor 
as a herald and ambassador of Christ, and 
how we faithfully serve our King in this 
role. 

Third, IRBS also helped me see the 
practicality, importance and beauty of the 
1689 Confession for the life of the church, 
as a subordinate document to the scriptures. 

Fourth, IRBS helped me see I can be 
a Baptist and still have a robust Covenant 
Theology according to scripture. 

Fifth, Dr. Renihan taught me what it 
looks like to be a faithful servant of Christ, 
by his godly example in life. 

I am very grateful for IRBS and I 
know anyone considering going here for 
seminary will also be equipped with these 
very things. 

but because the Jesus Christ, who we exalt 
and preach, is the same yesterday and today 
and forevermore. And he goes before you. 

This is the confidence that you and I 
have as we think about our institutions in 
the midst of such rapid changes around us. 

These are things that are beyond us, but 
not beyond our God. It is in him we trust. 

So, brothers and sisters, as you gather 
to celebrate this new beginning from the 
Lord, a new chapter in ARBCA as well 
as IRBS Theological Seminary, may you 
remain faithful in serving the church, stand 
firm on the Word of the Lord, proclaim the 
excellencies of Jesus Christ in all ways, and 
serve his church with joy and faithfulness. 

May the Lord bless you. We will be 
cheering you on from Southern California. 


