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Reaching out across the Pacific

The congregation in Grenoble, France, is looking for a pastor as church planter David 
Vaughn plans to move on to a new city. 

Devastation from  
earthquake, tsunami 
in Japan provides 
opportunities for 
Christian witness
By James M. Renihan

March 11, 2011 began like any other 
Friday in the fishing city of Kesennuma 
along Japan’s northeastern coast. 

In the morning, parents said goodbye 
to their children as they headed off to 
school, husbands hugged their wives before 
departing for work, and retirees chatted 
over coffee. Morning passed to noon, and 
for the citizens of the city, life was normal 
and routine, carrying on as any other day. 

After lunch, Pastor Chiba (pronounced 
Cheeba) of Kesennuma Bible Baptist 
Church, accompanied by his wife, was out 
and about, taking care of church matters. 
And then, at 2:46 p.m., a massive earthquake 
registering magnitude 9.0 struck about 45 
miles to the east, out in the Pacific Ocean. 

Probably the largest quake in Japanese 
history, it was also one of the biggest ever 
recorded in the world, since measurements 
have been devised and taken. According to 
one report, the Japanese island of Honshu 
(the main island in the nation) moved 8 feet 
to the east, and the earth shifted nearly a 
foot on its axis as a result of the temblor. 

Those same parents and children and 
retirees were suddenly thrust into a world 
of shaking ground, collapsing buildings, 

danger and destruction. Imagine the fear 
and panic as everything around begins to 
shudder, continuing for six minutes. Walls 
crumbling, roofs caving in, fires erupting—
it would seem that the world had gone 
mad. 

And the worst was yet to come. 
The immense energy released by the 
underground and underwater tremor caused 

Vehicles wrecked by the tsunami that followed the earthquake await their final disposal.



ARBCA Update  Vol. 29, No. 4  n  Fall 2012
Phone: (717) 249-7473  
     Fax: (717) 258-0614
E-mail: arbca@reformedbaptist.com
Web site: www.arbca.com

Editor: Scott Swanson   
E-mail: scottswanson1@comcast.net

Circulation: Circulation requests may be sent by e-mail to arbca@reformedbaptist.com or to the 
address below.  Contributions to defray the costs may be sent to ARBCA Update, P.O. Box 289, 
Carlisle, PA 17013.  

ARBCA Update

The Association of Reformed Baptist Churches of America is 
a nonprofit organization registered in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania.  The purpose of this association is to advance 
Christ’s kingdom by providing a fellowship in which churches of 
common confession may find mutual encouragement, assis-
tance, edification, and counsel, and may participate in coopera-
tive efforts such as home missions, foreign missions, ministerial 
training and publications  — all of which are often beyond the 
scope of one local church.

Administrative Council Officers
Pastor Hank Rast, Chairman
Pastor John Giarrizzo, Vice Chairman
Pastor Matt Foreman, Secretary
Pastor Jeff Oliver, Treasurer
ARBCA Coordinator: Gordon Taylor

Member Churches
Berean Baptist Church, Austell, GA
Berean Reformed Baptist Church, Hickman, CA
Bible Baptist Church of Galway, NY
Bible Fellowship Church of Greentown, PA
Centinela Baptist Church, Lawndale, CA
Christ Reformation Church, Tillamook, OR
Christ Reformed Baptist Church, Escondido, CA
Community Baptist Church, Fargo, N.D.
Cornerstone Church, Mesa, AZ
Cornerstone Chapel, Bristol, TN
Cornerstone Fellowship, Newburgh, IN
Crosspoint Church, Asheville, NC
Elm Street Baptist Church, Sweet Home, OR
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Jesup, GA
Ephesus Church, Rincon, GA
Free Grace Baptist Church, Bremerton, WA
Faith Reformed Baptist Church, Media, PA
First Baptist Church, Clinton, LA
First Church of Hixville, North Dartmouth, MA
Free Baptist Church of Limerick, ME 
Free Grace Baptist Church, Chilliwack, B.C., Canada
Free Grace Church, Lancaster, CA
Grace Baptist Church, Bartlesville, OK
Grace Baptist Church, Ben Wheeler, TX
Grace Baptist Church, Carlisle, PA
Grace Baptist Church, Chambersburg, PA

Grace Baptist Church, Commerce, GA
Grace Baptist Church, Hartsville, TN
Grace Baptist Church, Jackson, MS
Grace Baptist Church, Taylors, SC
Grace Bible Church, Catawissa, PA
Grace Community Church, Brunswick, ME
Grace Covenant Baptist Church, New Waverly, TX
Grace Covenant Church, Gilbert, AZ
Grace Covenant Church, Olmstead Township, OH
Grace Fellowship Church, Bremen, IN
Grace Fellowship Church, Dover, DE
Grace Reformed Baptist Church, East Haven, CT
Grace Reformed Baptist Church, Elkader, IA
Grace Reformed Baptist Church, Merrick, NY
Grace Reformed Baptist Church, Pine Bush, NY
Grace Reformed Baptist Church, Placerville, CA
Grace Reformed Baptist Church, Rockford, IL
Heritage Baptist Church, Worcester, MA
Heritage Baptist Church, Owensboro, KY
Heritage Baptist Church, Mansfield, TX
Heritage Baptist Church, Shreveport, LA
Heritage Church, Fayetteville, GA
Hope Reformed Baptist Church, Farmingville, NY
Kemp Road Baptist Church, Dayton, OH
Miller Valley Baptist Church, Prescott, AZ
Pioneer Valley Baptist Church, Chicopee, MA
Port Cities Reformed Baptist Church, Lewiston, ID
Providence Reformed Baptist Church, University Place, WA
Redeemer Baptist Church, Macon, GA
Redeeming Grace Baptist Church, Matthews, VA
Reformed Baptist Church, Lafayette, NJ
Reformed Baptist Church of Kansas City, KS
Reformed Baptist Church of Northern Colorado
Reformed Baptist Church, Virginia Beach, VA
Reibers Reformed Baptist Church, Shermansdale, PA
Santa Teresa Baptist Church, Santa Teresa, NM
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church, Concho, AZ
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church, Lenox, GA
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church, Ontario, CA
Sycamore Baptist Church, East Moline, IL
Trinity Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, LA
Trinity Reformed Baptist Church, Jackson, GA
Trinity Reformed Baptist Church, La Mirada, CA
Trinity Reformed Baptist Church, Mercer Island, WA 
West Suffolk Baptist Church, Suffolk, VA



Commentary: Lessons from Samuel Mills, N. America’s Carey 
ARBCA Update 3

See Commentary, page 5

By Steve Graham
Samuel John Mills was born in the 

year 1783 in the home of Samuel J. and 
Esther Mills in the village of Torringford, 
Conn. Samuel J. Mills would pastor the 
congregational church in Torringford for 
64 years and he would see his son die. 
Torringford is located in the Berkshire 
Mountains of northwest Connecticut. It was 
a small agricultural village when Samuel 
was born and raised before he left to attend 
Williams College. Today, Torringford has 
been overtaken by nearby Torrington, which 
is a small town about one hour northwest of 
Hartford, Conn.

Who would have believed or foreseen 
that a young man from such a rural village 
would travel halfway across the United 
States and along the coast of Africa to carry 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the lost and 
unsaved of two continents? Growing up in 
a pastor’s home means constant exposure 
to the Bible and the company of a praying 
mother; nevertheless, Samuel was in a lost 
state spiritually throughout his childhood.

In 1709, a spirit of revival swept 
through New England, commonly called 
the Second Great Awakening. Many in the 
village were brought to saving faith, but 
not 15-year-old Samuel. He would agonize 
spiritually for two years before his and his 
mother’s prayers would be answered and 
God’s Spirit would fill his heart and bring 
him to faith in Christ. 

There is little doubt that, during the 
years of the Second Great Awakening in 
America, news had come from England 
of the endeavors of William Carey, who 
in May of 1792, proposed that Baptists 
should promote foreign missions. William 
Carey was a shoe cobbler with little to no 
formal training for such an endeavor but 
volunteered to be the Particular Baptist 
Society’s first missionary. Carey, at 31 years 
of age, was soon on a ship bound for India. 

Samuel Mills must have heard of 
Carey’s endeavors since he was living in 
the parsonage and such conversation or 
correspondence was normal. Soon after his 
conversion, an uncle on his mother’s side 
died, leaving him a farm. 

Samuel seemed to be blessed indeed – a 

new life in Christ, a farm as an inheritance, 
perhaps soon a wife and children. However, 
this was not to be. Instead, Samuel felt 
God’s calling upon his life. In 1806, at the 
age of 23, he entered Williams College in 
Williamstown, Mass. to begin preparing for 
the mission field. 

Here Mills met some other young men 
and formed a society called The Brethren. 
They met to discuss and pray about 
reaching the foreign lands with the Gospel. 
One afternoon, while meeting in a field, a 
storm rolled in, and the rain drove these 
young men under a haystack where they 
waited out the storm in prayer for the dying 
heathen. 

Having completed their studies at 
Williams College, these young men moved 
to Andover, Mass. to attend the Andover 
Theological Seminary. Here they met others 
with the same God-given desire. Those 
who met under the haystack were Ezra 
Fisk, James Richards, John Seward and 
Luther Rice. They would now be joined by 
Adoniram Judson, Samuel Newell, Samuel 
Nott and J. F. Schermerhorn.

While at Andover, these men prayed 
about, promoted, and eventually went to 
the mission field. Mills, having finished his 

schooling in 1812, made his first attempt at 
mission work. He and J. F. Schermerhorn 
began a journey through Indian Territory in 
the Allegheny Mountains. They followed the 
Ohio River to the Mississippi River and then 
south to the southwestern territories around 
Mississippi and Louisiana, traveling with 
General Andrew Jackson and reinforcement 
troops bound for New Orleans. 

On this trip, Mills distributed Bibles, 
preached, evangelized, and in any way 
possible gave out the gospel, which 
had changed his life. Samuel and Mr. 
Schermerhorn returned to New England 
and reported the spiritual darkness and 
ignorance that was pervasive throughout 
the southwest territories. 

He decided they should start a Bible 
society to publish, sell, and give out Bibles. 
As a result, Mills is credited as one of the 
founders of The American Bible Society. 
Mills returned to the southwest territories 
in 1814 to 1815. Upon reaching New 
Orleans, following the famous battle in 
which General Jackson routed the British 
invaders and saved the Southwest, Mills 
distributed Bibles, tracts, preached and 
prayed with British soldiers in prison and 
hospitals, as well as American soldiers, also 
in hospitals.

Returning to New England, Mills was 
ordained at Newburyport, Mass. in 1815. 
He now pursued foreign missions. While 
staying with Doctor Griffin, a pastor, in 
Newark, N.J., he proposed organizing a 
foreign mission board to send and support 
missionaries. The United foreign Missionary 
Society was formed. 

Like William Carey, Mills proposed 
to set himself up as their first missionary. 
As a missionary, he wanted to combine 
two things in order to promote the Gospel 
throughout the continent of Africa. First, he 
wanted to transport freed slaves, who had 
become Christians, back to Africa. Second, 
with their assistance, settle a colony of 
Christians which would promote the Gospel 
and true religion among the heathen.

Accompanied by Mr. Burgess, Mills 
traveled to England to discuss their plan 

This monument at Williams College memo-
rializes the spot where the Haystack prayer 
meeting took place.
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IRBS graduates four men; more on way
Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies

By James M. Renihan
Life as a professor can be challenging. 
There are, of course, the regular 

responsibilities of teaching and 
administration in which he must make 
certain that lectures are fresh and paperwork 
is up to date. Stale presentations and 
unfulfilled duties do not lend themselves to 
the benefit of the work. 

But more importantly, personal 
relationships are at the heart of his life. Each 
class develops its own personality as the 
semester passes, and each student becomes 
increasingly special through a wide variety 
of opportunities for interaction.

Most taxing is the fact that professors 
spend their lives preparing men to go out 
and serve, and sooner or later those men 
leave! The relationship which grows over 
three or four years is interrupted, and the 
professor no longer has the privilege of 
spending time with the student.

Every year, the bittersweet experience 
of graduation comes along. On the one 
hand, there is rejoicing that students have 
completed their degrees and will go out to 
places of service. But on the other hand, 
that usually means that these men (and 
their families) who have become close 
friends, move away. And worst of all, is the 
experience of seeing your own sons become 
your students, grow in their gifts and graces, 
and then graduate. 

Last May 26, that was my experience as 
four men, two of them my sons, graduated 
from Westminster Seminary California and 
the Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies. It 
was a memorable day.

Pastor Jeff Massey of Sovereign Grace 
Baptist Church, Ontario, Calif. completed 
his Master of Arts degree and was awarded 
the Certificate of Reformed Baptist Studies 
from IRBS. Jeff is an outstanding student 
and a man of great maturity. He had 
been pursuing the course on a part-time 
commuting basis from about 90 miles away, 
and was glad to have completed his degree. 

He had been involved as regular pulpit 

supply in the predecessor of Christ Reformed 
Baptist Church in nearby Vista, Calif. and 
is well-loved by that congregation. He 
continues to serve alongside Pastor Steve 
Marquedant in Ontario, Calif.

Joshua Henson is another dear brother 
who graduated as Master of Divinity 
in May. He is currently teacher at The 
Cambridge School in San Diego, Calif., a 
Christian classical school.  He teaches fifth- 
and sixth-grade U.S. history, seventh-grade 
ancient Near Eastern history, and fifth-grade 
Grammar and Spelling. 

Josh and his wife Christina are seeking 
the Lord’s will for Josh’s service in pastoral 
ministry, waiting for Christ to open a door 
of ministry in the Kingdom. 

Micah Renihan is my second son. A 
graduate of Biola University, he has prayed 
about a call to the Christian ministry since 
he was a teenager. After consulting with 
experienced pastors, Micah determined 
that he should seek the ministry, and came 
to WSC and IRBS three years ago. He 

completed his work with excellence, and 
graduated as Master of Divinity. 

During one of his summers he served 
an internship at Grace Reformed Baptist 
Church, Topsham, Maine. That church, 
under the leadership of IRBS Trustee Ron 
Baines offered Micah a one-year internship 
upon graduation, and he is currently serving 
there. He and his wife Heather are praying 
about the next step in Christ’s service. 

Our fourth graduate is my son Samuel. 
He and his wife Kim are members of Trinity 
Reformed Baptist Church in La Mirada, 
Calif., where Sam has been serving as a 
student intern for more than three years. 
Like his brother, Sam excelled in his work 
and graduated Master of Divinity. On 
Sept. 16, 2012, the church in La Mirada 
extended a call to the eldership to Sam, 
with ordination on Sept. 30. Pastor Arden 
Hodgins is glad to have Sam working 
beside him. 

Graduates, from left, Jeff Massey, Micah Renihan, with Professor James Renihan, Sam Reni-
han and Joshua Henson wear their graduation hats. 
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The Westminster Seminary graduation 
was held in the morning at a church in 
Escondido. In the early afternoon, about 
60 people gathered for a banquet held in 
the facilities of Christ Reformed Baptist 
Church, Vista, Calif. Each student was 
given the opportunity to speak about their 
experiences at IRBS, and the gathering 
rejoiced at their testimonies to the goodness 
of God. 

It was an interesting experience to be 
both dad and professor for the past three 
years, and especially on that day. I am deeply 
grateful to the Lord for this wonderful 
privilege. At the WSC graduation, President 

W. Robert Godfrey mentioned that he 
believed that this was the first time in the 
Seminary’s history that brothers graduated 
together with the Master of Divinity degree. 
It was a wonderful moment. 

I always enjoy watching my students 
grow in their godliness, knowledge and 
giftedness. I can look back over the past 
14 years and think of many men who have 
been a genuine delight to me as they worked 
hard to master material, as they grew in 
their abilities to preach, and finally as they 
have been sent out to places where they are 
very useful. I hope everyone understands, 
though, why this experience was extra 
special. 

I should say that the bittersweetness of 
graduation day is usually followed by one 
more wonderful day – ordination. That’s 

really what it’s about. While we work to 
bring these men through the schooling 
experience, it’s that moment when elders 
lay their hands on the men that is the best 
of all. That is what the life of a professor is 
about. We take them in, and we help to send 
them out. 

Gradually, as the years pass, there are 
more and more servants in pulpits scattered 
in many places. What a wonderful thought!

But life as a professor is a cycle. 
Though these four beloved men have 
moved on, they have been replaced by six 
new students. Now I get to know others, 
and that’s a very pleasant thing. I will have 
to tell about them in my next report. 

Paper submitted by Samuel Mills at the meeting of the 
General Association of Massachusetts Proper at Bradford, 
Mass. on Wednesday, June 27, 1810.

“The undersigned, members of The Divinity College, 
respectfully request the attention of the Reverend Fathers, 
convened in the General Association of Bradford, to the 
following statement and inquiries:

“They beg leave to State, that their minds have been 
long impressed with the duty and importance of personally 
attempting a mission to the heathen; that the impressions on 
their minds have induced a serious, and they trust a prayerful, 
consideration of the subject in its various attitudes, particularly 
in relation to the probable success and the difficulties attending 
such an attempt; and that after examining all the information 
which they can obtain, they consider themselves as devoted to 
this work for life, whenever God in Providence shall open the 
way.”

“They which now offer the following inquiries, on which 
they solicit the opinion and advice of this Association whether, 
with their present views and feelings, they ought to renounce the 
object of missions, as visionary or impracticable; if not, whether 
they ought to direct their attention to the eastern or western 
world—whether they may expect patronage and support from a 
missionary society in this country, or must commit themselves 
to the direction of a European society; and what preparatory 
measures they ought to take, previous to actual engagement.”

“The undersigned, feeling their youth and inexperience, 
look up to their fathers in the church, and respectfully solicit 
their advice, direction, and prayers.”
Adoniram Judson – Burma              Samuel Nott – Calcutta
Samuel Mills – Western U.S. Terr.  Samuel Newell – Calcutta

Mills’ vision for missions

with William Wilberforce, Lord Bathurst and other government 
officials. The English had resettled some  former slaves in Sierra 
Leone. Mills and Burgess left England with letters of aid to be 
given to the governor of the territory around Sierra Leone to ask for 
advice and assistance in acquiring land and permission to establish 
a new colony for freed American slaves to return to Africa and to 
build a mission station for the promotion of the Gospel. 

Leaving Sierra Leone and journeying along the coast a ways 
on the ship Mary, while anchored in the River Gambia, Mills wrote 
his last letter, to his sister in Torringford. 

“I felt it my duty, therefore, to give the design all the aid I 
could,” he wrote.”If by pursuing the object in view, a few free 
blacks of good character could be settled in any part of the African 
coast, they might be the means of introducing civilization and 
religion among the barbarous nations already there.

“We have used our best efforts both before and since our 
leaving the United States, to arrive on the coast at the earliest 
period possible. Whether I am to live or die while engaged in this 
mission, God only knows: but one thing we know, and in this we 
will rejoice, Ethiopia shall soon stretch forth her hands unto God. 

“The time will come when the barbarous tribes of Africa shall 
worship Jesus as King in Zion. Should I die in Africa, and not again 
visit the land of my nativity, still it would be great consolation to 
my dear friends, might they hope, as did Mr. Newell, in another 
case, that my bones had taken possession of the Promised Land, and 
would rest in the glorious hope of the final and universal triumph of 
Jesus over the gods of this world.”

Samuel Mills, Africa

Dr. James Renihan is dean of the Institute 
for Reformed Baptist Studies.



6 ARBCA Update

RBMS missions around the world

See Powells, page 7

Oscar Bloise
<ogbloise@hotmail.com>
33 Red Hills Road, Kingston, 10

JAMAICA

I am convinced more and more that 
whatever a man sows that is what he will 
reap. The quantity of time or seed that is 
sown, that is the exact amount that will 
emerge.  

One of the many roles of the church is 
to evangelize, for without this the body of 
Christ will not be built up numerically.  

September was dubbed Evangelism 
Month and we prayed and agonized with 
God, seeking His help both in bringing us 
to people and also to give them listening 
ears.  It is now October and I am the only 
one who brought in people from outside to 
hear God’s Word spoken from the Pulpit.

The members don’t seem to have the 
power to speak even though they claim to 
be on the job for Christ.

We were very successful when we 
carried out our yearly harvest service.  The 

harvest service depicted the goodness 
of God to His people as He provides the 
necessary provision for the everyday life.  It 
is supposed to move God’s people to sow 
the Gospel knowing that there will be a time 
of reaping.

At Faith Missionary Church we were 
encouraged, for God permitted the Jamaica 
Red Cross Society to worship with us.  Truly, 
this gives us an opportunity to preach the 

Gospel to about 90 people from all walks 
of life – even to some of the intellectuals of 
the day.   The theme that was used was the 
Cross of Christ versus the Red Cross.

Yes, we are saddened by our non-
production but we are resting on the Word 
of God for I believe nothing remains the 
same forever.  

Please don’t forsake the Kingston 
branch of the Reformed work.  Thank you.

The Powells
<pastor@covenantbaptistchurch.com>
Chris, Val, Hannah, Noah and Abigail
1 Briarcreek Road
Toronto, ON M1B 2N7

 CANADA

One of my favorite texts is Isaiah 40:8: 
“The grass withers, the flower fades, but 
the word of our God will stand forever.”  

Our maple tree out back is always 
one of the last to shed its bright yellow, 
orange and red leaves but eventually they 
all come to the ground.  And, like the leaves 
that wither, every created thing has its end 
just as our year draws to a close.  But of 
the Creator there is neither an end nor a 
beginning – He is eternal.  He is the maker 
and sustainer and He alone is worth serving 
and worshipping.  Other things come and 
go, the seasons pass away but God and His 
word are unchanging and eternal.

The summer at Covenant was a time of 
continued ministry.  Thanks to a threatened 
rainstorm, we ended up changing our annual 
church picnic to become a grill-out in our 
backyard. This summer we were blessed to 
have Pastor Keith Thompson from Grace 
Covenant Church of the Cleveland, Ohio, 
area come and minister to the congregation 
which provided some time off for my 
family and me over the month of August.

In September as a church we gathered 
for our annual Fall Cabin-In in Minden, 
Ontario.  We were blessed to have Pastor 

John Miller of Covenant Baptist Church 
of Clarksville, Tenn. come and bring some 
practical biblical instruction through a 
series of messages on “Relationships: A 
Mess worth Making – a call to a Cruciform 
community.”

Evangelistically, we also started a new 
outreach study in the book of Romans on 
the campus of the University of Toronto 
with the beginning of the fall semester.  We 
are encouraged that we have between six 
to eight regular attendees including some 
non-Christians.  Our members are actively 
engaged in sharing the Gospel and we are 
seeing more visitors and invited guests 
in our services for which we rejoice.  A 
hospitality initiative has begun to bear fruit 

as our people are more and more opening 
their homes to each other and to new friends 
and family in the church.

We have also more inquiries after 
baptism and church membership.  We 
have no lack of opportunities to share the 
Gospel.  Please pray that the Lord will bear 
fruit in our midst with more conversions 
to Jesus Christ.   Please also pray that the 
Lord would raise up co-laborers who could 
help extend the Gospel ministry here in 
Toronto.

My father and co-elder, Pastor Leigh, 
has been more laid aside this fall.  We 
discovered in the summer during a CT scan 
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The Lines 
<bevstan38@gmail.com> 
Stan and Bev
Aptdo Aereo 100063
Bogota, 10, D.C.

COLOMBIA

Joel Zartman’s last Sunday preaching 
was Aug. 26. He and Katrina are now back 
in the U.S. seeking the Lord’s guidance for 
their future in other service to the Lord. 

We miss his excellent expositions and 
exhortations. We seek and pray for the 
man the Lord would have to be our pastor 
now. Meanwhile, pastors Antonio Orjuela, 
Helberth Conde, Guillermo Gómez, Jorge 
Enrique Castañeda, and perhaps others will 
be doing the preaching. Our four deacons 
will also continue their faithful service both 
in teaching and administration. We thank 
God for the provision He has so abundantly 
made for us. 

We continue to have visitors in the 
services, but we also have some members 
who are lax in their faithfulness to the 
Lord’s worship and the Lord’s people. 

Pastors Alirio Sierra and Agustín 
Ballesteros of Curití have begun visits 
to a small group of people in the city of 
Bucaramanga (over a million population), 
two hours further north of Curití. Roberto 
Rodríguez, pastor of the San Gil church 
plant, has a different group of people in the 
same city to which he ministers every other 
Sunday. 

Meanwhile, neither in Curití nor in 
San Gil has there been much increase in 
the churches. Certain differences exist that 
make cooperation between the two very 
difficult. So while we are very excited 
about the possibility of a Reformed 
work or of Reformed works beginning 
in Bucaramanga, we are at the same time 
continuing to seek the Lord for unity and 
for growth in Curití and San Gil, just 15 
minutes apart. 

The Christian School faces the same 
uncertainties as in the past. That is, we 
are always short of teachers who have 
sufficient understanding of the Reformed 
world and life view. Also, we have not 
begun the required rebuilding to meet 
earthquake safety standards, although we 
have not been contacted by the Secretary of 
Education about our progress or lack of it. 

The school board has been looking 

at the possibility of selling our present 
property (very valuable as far as a lot for 
residential construction) and purchasing a 
different property already functioning or 
approved for school purposes. 

One property that has been found so 
far allows us to build more stories than does 
our present one, but the building already 
there also would require much remodeling, 
and the initial asking price ($2.5 million) is 
twice the worth of our present property. 

Of still greater concern in regard to 
the school is the lack of spiritual interest, 
especially on the part of the high school 
students. 

As you may have heard, the Colombian 
government has recently initiated peace 
talks with the guerrilla groups, increasingly 
active lately in opposition to the 
government. Certainly these groups voice 
legitimate complaints about justice and 
equal opportunities for political, economic 
and social improvement, but the solutions 
proposed have already been tried and found 
wanting in many other nations. 

Will Colombia go down the same path 
that has led others to conditions even worse 
than those we already have? Of course we all 
want peace; Colombia has suffered through 
50 years of subversive activities (including 
those of the paramilitary forces), and many 
years more of “third world” woes – this 
in spite of the fact that Colombia is very 
beautiful, wealthy in natural resources, and 
potentially a “first world” country. 

Colombia’s economy has been 
relatively stable in the midst of the recent 
or continuing worldwide crisis. We know 

that the Lord opposes those who oppose 
Him, and this is a reality in Colombia. 

May the Gospel be heard and heeded! 
Thank you so much for your prayers 

for this country!
 

after a previous surgery that he had three 
abdominal aneurisms.  We are thankful that 
the doctors found and were able to operate 
to correct this latest health issue.  However, 
in the process of that investigation a growth 
was discovered on his kidney.  

Because of its location near major 
blood vessels a biopsy was deemed too 
risky after an MRI scan.  So, the doctors 
are pursuing a “wait and see” course and 
will closely observe Dad to see if the 
growth grows.  Dad continues to come out 
to church when he can, but because of the 
recent surgeries it has been even more of a 
struggle.   It was a joy last week to see him 
out again despite the challenges.  He is a 
living testimony to our church.

Finally, we have more opportunity to 
give thanks.  We had our annual meeting 
at the end of September and I’m very 
thankful to report that in our first year of 
self-support we are projecting a small 
surplus over against our budgeted amount.  
Yahweh yireh!  Praise God for His never-
failing covenant grace to us.  Please pray 
that we continue to use every opportunity 
to serve, glorify and enjoy Him.
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The Perrons 
<raymondperron@sympatico.ca>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est, 
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

“And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord 
who has enabled me, because He counted 
me faithful, putting me into the ministry.” 
(1 Tim 1:12).

After serving our beloved Lord and 
Saviour for more than 35 years, I still 
marvel at the fact that He keeps me in 
His service.  

As I mentioned in my last report, 
my responsibilities have changed a bit 
since I have resigned from the position as 
president of our association in Quebec, 
as I believe that the time was come for 
someone else to take over and to bring 
a fresh vision.  I also left my position of 
coordinator and it leaves me more time 
for other ministries.  

I am very thankful for Pastor Jacques 
Pelletier, the new president; he is doing a 
very good job.

The last couple of months have been 
quite eventful in our church in Quebec 
city.  Let me share a few things we invite 
you to rejoice over with us. 

On Sunday, Sept. 16, we had the joy 
of receiving four new members, all of the 
same family. They have been Christians 
for many years but they joined us about 
a year ago through our radio ministry.  
They started to attend the church where 
I was pastoring by interim.  They are 
already serving in everything they find to 
do; the four of them have a real servant 
spirit.

In August, I was back in the pulpit 
of our church in Quebec City as I filled 
in for Pastor Jacques Pelletier who was 
on vacation.

On Sunday, Sept. 23, we hold a 
baptism service as two young people 
professed their faith publicly. One of 
them is a young man who is studying 
history and is very serious about his faith; 
the other is also a young man, originally 
from Madagascar and who was married 
last summer. He has also a very credible 
testimony. After the service, we had a 
corn roast in a park nearby the church.

In September we also had our 
ministerial meeting. It is still a delight 
to gather together regularly to pray and 
to encourage each other. The meeting 
was held in St-Jérôme and I stayed for 
the week-end as I had been invited to 
preach on the Lord’s day. It has also been 
an occasion to meet with pastor Pascal 
Denault to discuss certain questions 
pertaining to our radio ministry.

At the Reformation week-end, 

on Sunday, Oct. 28, which will have 
happened by the time you read this, we 
are planning to receive massively as 
members all the people coming from the 
church I was pasturing by interim for six 
months and who joined our church last 
April. We plan a special Sunday worship 
meeting that will be followed by a meal 
altogether, a sort of covenant meal so to 
speak. 

We are so grateful for this merge 
that went so smoothly and our unity is as 
strong as ever. We pray that God might 
preserve it, knowing how it can become 

Pastor Jacques Pelletier baptizes a new be-
liever from Madagascar.

See Perrons, page 9

Clément Vermette,  a history student who has 
recently been converted, gives his testimony. 
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The Durands   <aerbg danieldurand@hotmail.com>
Daniel, Loraine, 
Marie-Therese and Jean-Rene
189 St. Mary’s
Chateauguay, QC J6K 2J6

CANADA

I will mention the lovingkindnesses of 
the LORD, and the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD hath 
bestowed on us (Isaiah 63:7)

It’s good to come back to what the 
Lord is doing and praise Him for His 
faithfulness.

As I mentioned in the last Update, 
our brother Andy is now working as a 
pastoral intern at our church. Andy is very 
humble, yet confident, in preaching and in 
the oversight of the worship services. He 
always comes well prepared. 

Andy’s internship is done in 
collaboration with the Faculté de 
théologie évangélique de Montréal and 
this experience will serve as a pilot project 
to develop a model for pastoral internship 
at this school.

The dean of the faculty, Mr. Amar 
Djaballah, asked me to assume the role 
of chaplain of the faculty and head of 
worship, in addition to being the director 
of the internship program in M.Div. I will 
have the opportunity to have an impact on 
the students of theology.

At the Church of Montreal we have 
also had our son Georges-Émile preach 
occasionally.  A few years ago, he did 

not think he was called to the pastorate. 
Today his heart is much more open to the 
idea. He leaves it to the Lord to direct his 
steps.

We have at our church four young 
families who want to teach their children 
at home. This is a project that encourages 
us greatly because it is the demonstration 
that these parents are willing to take on 
their parental responsibilities.  Preparing 
the church for tomorrow begins in 
Christian families.

In my new role as coordinator of our 
association, I visit the churches of the 
province of Quebec. In October I visited 
the Church of Rouyn-Noranda, pastored 
by Rev. Jean Lépine. This is a small 
group, a dozen people. Jean is assisted 
in preaching and teaching by Marcel 

Longchamp and Reynald Boisvert. I also 
preached at the Église réformée baptiste 
d’Acton Vale (Rev. Georges Corriveau) 
and in Aylmer (responsible, André Pinard). 
In November, God willing, I will visit the 
Église réformée baptiste de Lac-Mégantic 
whose pastor is Richard Gagnon.

In August, Andy and I went to visit 
Grace Baptist Church in Carlisle, Pa. 
It’s always a great joy to fellowship with 
brothers and sisters who are precious to 
us. It was the first time Andy visited this 
church and he was very edified. There are 
many churches in the United States with 
a Christian heritage that we don’t have in 
Quebec because our churches are young.

Thank you for your fraternity, for 
your prayers, and support. We know that 
you are co-workers with us.

fragile as our enemy is restless.
I started a course on Eschatology and 

our first class was held on Saturday, Sept. 
15. I have 51 students who registered, 
coming from eight different churches. 
I ask your prayers for these students as 
many of them never heard anything but 
dispensationalism. 

I also ask for your prayers as Dr. Jim 
Renihan has asked me to replace him next 
year for a teaching class in New Zealand. 
The deadline for giving my final answer 
is the end of November. It is a great 
opportunity but I am still hesitating due 

to the language barrier. 
Preaching in English for 50 minutes 

is one thing but teaching in English seven 
hours a day for five days in a row is a 
whole different ball game. Your prayers 
would be appreciated so that I make the 
right decision; I want to be a blessing and 
not a burden to these people.

Our radio station continues to put 
us in touch with new contacts. In this 
regard, I would ask your prayers for 
Mme Pageau, who got in touch with me 
by phone. She said that she would like to 
attend the church where I am preaching, 
as she appreciates much my teaching 
at the radio station. Pray that our God 
will keep her heart moved by His Word 

and that she might come to a saving 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  

Speaking of our radio station, I just 
finished a series of 255 programs on 
the Epistle of Paul to the Romans and 
I started a new series on the Gospel of 
Luke. This program titled Parole du 
matin (Morning Word) is broadcasted 
every morning from Monday to Friday at 
8 a.m. and repeated at 4 p.m. We thank 
God for this opportunity and ask Him to 
keep blessing this ministry.

We greatly appreciate your prayers 
and fellowship. May our Covenant God 
keep pouring upon us His rich blessing 
to His glory!
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David, Nicky, Jonathan 
and Michelle
88 Place de l’Emendra
38920 Crolles
FRANCE

After several weeks in the USA we 
arrived back in France at the beginning of 
September and have settled into a rental 
house about 20 minutes outside of Aix-
en-Provence.  Once we have had time to 
get to know the city better we hope to be 
about the get a house closer to or inside 
the city limits.  

This will be a challenge because the 
prices are among the highest of any city 
in France outside of Paris.

These first few weeks have been 
taken up with unpacking cartons, getting 
Michelle settled into a new high school, 
looking for a job for Nicky and making 
contacts with fellow believers in the city.  

Thank you for your prayers for 
Nicky’s job search.  She was hired on her 
first visit to a company that gives English 
teaching in businesses.  

The company has just been bought by 
a new and dynamic director who is giving 
Nicky all the hours of teaching she needs 
in order to help pay for the university costs 
of our two older children.  Even though 
present economic conditions mean that 
hiring is at an all-time low, we see that the 
Lord’s hand is never shortened and give 
thanks to Him for His great faithfulness 
and mercy.

We have enjoyed attended the worship 
services of three of the evangelical 
churches in Aix during the last few weeks 
and have been given a warm welcome. 
I also attended the commencement 
ceremony for this school year at the 
Faculté de Theologie Jean Calvin, where 
I will be giving a little help in teaching 
a course on Christian Spirituality.  It 
has been a special joy to begin to have 
discussions and fellowship with the two 
professors with whom I will be working, 
who are both godly men whom I esteem 
highly.

I have also attended the Aix-en-
Provence Pastors’ Fellowship Meeting 
and asked the other pastors in town where 
they think we should plant our new 
church.  

They have indicated the east or 
southeast of Aix, since there is no 
Protestant church in all of this part of 
the city.  So I have been “beating the 
pavement” in this part of town to get to 
know it and to look for a potential meeting 
place. 

 I have also been to the mayor’s annex 
office in this part of town to present myself 
and let our search for a meeting place be 
known. (There I was told that there are 
too many church buildings already and 
asked why churches didn’t share their 
facilities with other churches on Sunday 
afternoons in order to reduce the number 
of buildings needed!)  

I have also been writing different 
associations with buildings in the area 
who might be willing to rent a couple of 
rooms on Sunday mornings.  

In France, it is almost impossible to 
rent a room for a Christian worship service 
in a public school building.  And the 
private schools in this area of the city are 
all Catholic schools.  Hence, I am forced 
to look at all sort of other possibilities. I 
had hoped to start worship services this 
past Sunday, but the search for a meeting 
place is proving to be lengthier than I had 
hoped.  

However, I am not worried about 
the delay and have been reminded in my 
times with the Lord this week that Moses’ 
40-day stay on top of Mount Sinai seemed 
much too long for the people of Israel and 
resulted in a golden calf. 

Nevertheless, Moses was living 
exactly by God’s timing.  We covet your 

prayers that the Lord would give us a 
meeting place in His time that would be 
well located, well suited to our needs and 
within the budget of our small core group 
of about 15 people (half of which are 
children).

I will end with one more, urgent prayer 
request.  Today I received a call from one 
of the couples of our core group.  They 
were asking me to come over right away.  
Last night their daughter’s boyfriend was 
killed instantly in a motorcycle accident.  

He was 33 years old.  I met him a 
couple of times in the past when I had 
come down to preach in Aix over the 
last couple of years.  He had come to 
those church services, though he was 
not a believer and did not usually attend 
church.  

Please pray for the daughter of this 
couple who finds herself suddenly and 
unexpectedly in the midst of devastating 
tragedy.  She is not a believer either, but 
knows the gospel well.  May the Lord 
draw near to her and use this terrible event 
for her good and salvation as well as that 
of the young man’s family and friends.  

Today has thus been a powerful 
reminder that we have come here on no 
trivial errand.  We have the words of 
eternal life for people in this city who are 
one step away from eternity, just as this 
young man was.  

Oh, may the Lord open a door here 
for us to proclaim the gospel of salvation 
widely, clearly and with Spirit given 
effect.  Thank you for your prayers to this 
end.
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The Galyons  
<dr.james_galyon@yahoo.com>
James, Sharon, Jameson, 
Jenna and Jonathan
319 Redondo St.
Hendersen, NV 89014
Chaplain, USAF Nevada

ARBCA Chaplain’s 4th Quarter Report 
Chaplain James Galyon

When 2012 concludes, I will have 
been away from my family much longer 
than I spent time at home.  This has made 
it a difficult year, in many respects, but 
I’m very grateful that we will be together 
for the holidays (D.v.).  The needs of the 
Air Force have required the separation my 
family has endured, yet we know that God 
has ultimately directed this period.

During this juncture the Lord placed 
me directly in the path of several people 
struggling in their faith journeys.  It has 
been a pleasure to have been able to help 
guide them along the way, pointing them to 
Christ Jesus.  Several of these individuals 
have been involved with a group study 
being held at our Forward Operating 
Location (FOL).  

We began our group study by going 
through Habakkuk.  After completing 
a survey of that minor Old Testament 
prophet, we started reading through A. 
W. Pink’s “The Attributes of God.” I 
am deeply appreciative to Miller Valley 
Baptist Church for supplying and mailing 
the books.  Most of the attendees have 
struggled with Pink’s dated vocabulary, 
yet we have managed to take sentences 
and sometimes paragraphs which hit 
home with them in order to discuss the 
reality of who God is.  It seems as though 
the group understands how the absolute 
sovereignty of God is both terrifying and 
comforting.  Being able to lead this study 
group has been one of the highlights of my 
deployment.

Another highlight has been directing 
the FOL’s community relations program, 
COMREL.  Military and civilian 
personnel from the FOL are recruited 
to volunteer for various events, such as 
cleaning kennels at the animal shelter, 
painting facilities, picking up trash, 
clearing brush, and interacting with 
children.  The local organization I have 
most enjoyed partnering with is Siloam 
Village – an orphanage for abused and 

abandoned children, the majority of whom 
are terminally ill.  Siloam Village is also a 
hospice.  

Bro. Herman, the director, is a former 
police inspector from Holland.  He moved 
to Curaçao with his wife and daughter over 
20 years ago simply because God called 
him to this work.  In over two decades 
he has never requested donations and he 
refuses consistently to receive government 
funding.  Like George Müeller, he depends 
upon God for all the needs of his family 
and the orphans.  

Recently we cleared brush from a 
section of Siloam Village’s property and 

installed a garden.  The garden will help 
them to be more self-sufficient with their 
food supply.  With help from the Navy, we 
provided over $10,000 in resources (e.g., 
bandages, antiseptic) in August for the 
children.

On Sunday mornings I serve currently 
as the “pastor” for Curaçao Christian 
Fellowship.  Attendees include military 
personnel and local citizens.  We gather 
under a pavilion, in the open air, with the 
congregation facing the Caribbean Sea 
and looking at the beach.  It sounds rather 

Chaplain Galyon, left, shakes hands with Siloam Village’s director, Bro. Herman Gijsbers, 
joined by volunteers from the U.S. FOL - Curaçao.
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a tsunami to develop, aimed directly at 
Kesennuma and the entire northeastern 
coast of Japan. Approximately an hour 
after the shaking stopped, the waters of 
the Pacific Ocean began to inundate the 
seaboard, bringing death and destruction on 
an almost unimaginable scale. 

The geography of the Japanese coastline 
is reminiscent of southern Alaska. The land 
is mountainous, with many fjords at the 
shoreline. These long and narrow inlets are 
the perfect channels to deliver destruction 

See Japan, page 15

Japan
From page 1

Galyon
From page 11

fantastic, but females in G-string bikinis 
have proven to be a distraction.  

Thankfully, there have been no topless 
ladies strolling by, as happened with 
several of my predecessors.  While the 
open-air format can be a distraction, it also 
provides an opportunity for the Gospel to 
be heard by those who are nearby.  Often, 
individuals in the vicinity will simply stop 
to listen to the message being proclaimed.  
There are also some who attend regularly 
who are in great need of God’s saving 

grace.  Please pray for God’s Word to 
take root in their hearts and to spring up 
in faith. 

As soon as I return home from 
deployment I will join with Dr. John 
Pretlove at the First Baptist Church of the 
Lakes in Las Vegas, Nev., for the 2012 
Reformation Conference.  This year’s 
theme is “Sanctification.”  I’ve been asked 
to preach three of the five sessions.  Please 
pray for Dr. Pretlove and I as we prepare 
the messages, and ask for the Lord to use 
His Word in the lives of all the attendees. 

Thank you so much for your prayers 
and support.  May our Lord bless you 

richly!
I was named the Company Grade 

Officer Superior Performer at both the 
squadron (429th EOS) and group (474th 
Theater Operations Group) levels.  A 
personal note: It’s difficult for chaplains to 
get awards, but awards help for promotion.  
Promotion is necessary to continue doing 
ministry in the military.  So, thank God for 
putting me in the position to excel!  

A pilot buddy once told me, “You’re 
the first real Christian I’ve met in the 
Chaplain Corps.  You better makes sure 
you get promoted!”  

It is certainly an interesting ministry.    

Chaplain, Captain James Galyon and Chaplain Assistant, Staff Sergeant Scott Coomer, the 
429th Expeditionary Operations Squadron Religious Support Team (RST)

Chaplain Galyon with two of the little girls 
from Siloam Village.

from the sea, as they direct the inrushing 
water into narrow courses. 

I have watched video of the flood that 
came to Kesennuma, and every time I find 
it absolutely overwhelming. It is worth 
viewing: Visit the YouTube website and 
search for “Tsunami Ravaging Kesennuma 
Port.” Having walked where this happened, 
I am astounded. Measurements indicate 
that at some places along the coastline, 
water levels were more than 100 feet above 
normal! 

The National Police Agency of Japan 
has continued to release updated reports on 
the destruction brought by the earthquake 
and tsunami. As of Sept. 19, 2012, their 

official report lists the following statistics: 
15,870 killed; 2,814 missing; 6,114 injured. 
Buildings suffering “total collapse” 
numbered 129,476; 265,240 buildings 
suffered “Half Collapse;” buildings 
“Inundated Above Floor Level” were 
20,580; and “Partially Damaged” buildings 
totaled 727,054. 

The problem, of course, is that statistics 
are only a representation. They stand for 
lives – people who died or were gravely 
injured, homes destroyed, businesses and 
livelihoods ruined. And they do not account 
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By Douglas Van Dorn
“I planted, Apollos watered, but God 

gave the growth.” (1 Cor 3:6).
The old proverb says, “If you’ve never 

failed you’ve never tried.”  
The title of this article is really only 

meant to catch your attention. I look at a 
“failed church plant” as an oxymoron – if 
that church plant was seeded upon biblical 
principles, watered by faithful preaching 
and the means of grace, and entrusted to the 
sovereignty of God.

Do you remember the church at Perga?  
Perga is located about 12 miles north of the 
Mediterranean in the province of Pamphylia 
in western Asia Minor.  Paul and Barnabas 
visited the city twice (Acts 13:13ff; Acts 
14:25).  On both occasions they “preached 
the word” here.  

Now, Paul didn’t go around preaching 
just to make converts.  He was no American 
revivalist preacher.  His preaching had 
the greater end of establishing churches.  
At Perga, we are told, “Devout concerts 
to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, 
who, as they spoke with them, urged them 
to continue in the grace of God.  The next 
Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to 
hear the word of the Lord” (Acts 13:43-44).  
But jealous Jews, seeing the large crowds, 
began to contradict and revile Paul (vs. 
45).  As Paul argued his case, we learn that 
the people of the city “began rejoicing and 
glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many 
as were appointed to eternal life believed” 
(vs. 48).  But the Jewish leaders were 
persistent and soon stirred up persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas and drove them 
out of their district” (vs. 50).

What we see then is the faithful 
proclamation of the word of God, the eager 
reception of that word by many people in 
that city, and the salvation of a numerable 
portion of the population. 

But the leaders ran Paul out of town.  
Yet, in the next chapter, Paul returns and 
preaches some more.  What is inconceivable, 
given this state of affairs, is that Paul would 
not have tried to plant a church in a city 
like this.  Yet, historians tell us there is no 
tradition of an early church having been 
established at Perga.  (Now you can feel 

better about yourself knowing why it is 
that you couldn’t remember the church at 
Perga).  

Here is my point: It is probable in my 
mind that they did try to establish a church 
at Perga, but because of circumstances 
beyond the apostles’ control, that church 
never got off the ground.  The church plant 
“failed.”  

But did it “fail?”  Of course not.  The 
word of God was preached.  Many people 
elected from the foundation of the world 
heard the gospel and were saved.  Those 
who remained in unbelief were cut to the 
heart, shown the love of God through 
Christ, and will be held more accountable 
on judgment day.  Jesus Christ was heralded 
as King of kings and Lord of lords.  By no 
biblical account would we have a right to 
call this a failure.

Two and a half years ago, our church 
north of Denver planted a church.  We 
commissioned a church-planting pastor to 
lead the work, gave one of our elders to 
assist him, and sent several families a little 
over an hour away from our own church to 
be the core of that church plant.  Our dreams 
were to see God establish that church in 
south Denver and then to send our church 
planting pastor to another part of the region 
to plant another church.  We dreamed big, 

though we are a small church.
As little as a few months ago, this 

church planting pastor and I were talking 
about how they were about ready to grow 
out of their space and how the numbers of 
the plant were approaching the numbers of 
the sending church.  Our planting pastor 
was bi-vocational like the Apostle Paul—
the tent maker.  This was his choice.  His 
goal was to plant the church while building 
his entrepreneurial business on the internet.  
As little as a few months ago, things were 
looking quite good in this respect as well.  
We started a radio show together that 
covered a large portion of Colorado.  We 
were very excited about the prospects of 
this endeavor.  

But in September, in a sudden move of 
God’s providence, his business collapsed.  
He lost almost all of his income and was 
no longer able to support his family.  
Simultaneously, two of the largest givers 
in the church plant left over extremely 
questionable doctrinal differences, 
differences that are not confessional or 
essential to orthodoxy in any sense.  

Another family decided they were going 
to move.  Suddenly, the church was not an 
option to fall back upon either.  Everything 
came apart.  He informed the elders of our 
own church about these significant events 
and, in a unanimous decision, we sadly 
have to shut the work down at the end of 
this month.  The church planting pastor has 
had to move away from our beloved state, 
selling most of his belongings, taking only 
what he can fit in a couple of automobiles.

We have failed.  Church-growth experts 
are wagging their heads.  Evangelical 
publishers are sending us free copies their 
newest books on what we did wrong.  Satan 
is harassing and mocking our hope and 
dreams, and whispering “I told you so” in 
our discouraged ears.

No!  We have not failed.
Nor are we discouraged, though we are 

saddened by difficult providences of God.  
You see, as at Perga, so in south 

Denver.  God’s word was faithfully 
proclaimed.  Confessions of faith were 
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professed.  Baptisms were performed.  
God’s people were supplied.  Many heard 
the word of God, for over two years, in a 
place dark and void of clear law-and-gospel 
teaching.  ‘This is what the lesson of Perga 
teaches.  These are the kind of crowns we 
can lay before our great Savior, giving him 
the glory for bringing such kindnesses to all 
of us who do not deserve it.  

Our Lord tells the famous parable of 
the talents, in which he gives to different 
men different quantities of money.  To 
those who invest those talents, the reward is 
great, but to those who bury the talent in the 
ground, there is only punishment and anger.  
There is no shame in dreaming, in planning, 
in implementing, and in failing.  There is 
shame in doing nothing.

I want to finish this article by 
encouraging the churches: Do not be afraid 
to fail.  Do not be afraid to dream big things 
for the Kingdom.  But do be afraid to do 
nothing.  We are unquestionably living in a 
neo-Dark Ages as far as gospel preaching, 
solid churches, and biblical fidelity is 
concerned.  

People are perishing for lack of 
knowledge.  They are tossing to and 
fro, falling down from great hunger and 
starvation from a lack of hearing the word 
of the Lord.  Planting churches is the surest, 
most biblical way to feed new people this 
life-giving nutrition.  

Our dream has not changed, because 
we do not know God’s hidden purposes.  
Where he shuts a door today, he may open a 
new door tomorrow.  He may open the same 
door that he shut.  We simply do not know.  

We do know that he loves his church 
and died for her and that the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against the onslaught of 
her sword of the gospel that rescues people 
from the clutches of darkness.  We do know 
that he loves church plants.  

And so we press on, dreaming new 
dreams, looking for new opportunities, 
biding our time and waiting upon the God 
who knows all things and does all things 
well.  

Let me close with a few practical 
observations made by our church planter 
(Tony Jackson), lessons that he has learned 

from his own experience, things that we can 
all think about as we plan ahead.

Finances and Support
Tony: While I am not convinced that a 

church planter should not be bi-vocational, 
I have learned the hard way that I should 
have been more stable in my vocation than 
I was. Being an entrepreneur is often by 
its nature fraught with highs and lows, and 
the lack of stability is not conducive to the 
work of planting churches.  

Doug: I agree with him, especially as 
it concerns being an entrepreneur.  I do not 
think either of us believe that a being bi-
vocational tent-maker is necessarily a bad 
thing when it comes to planting a church.  I 
did it with our own church for several years, 
but the income and job were steady and 
good.  It is not right or wrong to seek money 
for church planting through an association 
like ARBCA or to feed your family through 
other employment.  These decisions should 
be made by the church and the planting 
pastor using wisdom.

Sending Church
Tony: There were times when I 

wondered if I should have stayed in our 
church in Boulder and helped that church 
become further established before launching 
out with a new church plant. I am inclined 
now to believe that this would have been 
the wiser course. A church does not need to 
be large to be a sending church, but there 
are other factors that should be carefully 
and prayerfully considered, such as the age 
and health of the other elders, the maturity 
of other men in the church and the ability of 
a church to send out families without doing 
harm to that local body. 

Doug: It is not necessary for a sending 
church to be large.  It just needs to be a 
church.  However, again, wisdom does play 
an important part here.  There is, after all, 
an entire book of the Bible dedicated to that 
topic.  I would agree that the eagerness of 
the church planter or the sending church 
should not be allowed to bypass clearer 
thinking if circumstances are not all pointing 
to planting a church.  Our church plant was 
never “out of God’s will” because it isn’t 
possible to be out of the sovereign will of 
God.  Nor was it out of the revealed will of 
God, because he wants his people to plant 
churches.  

But timing is an important factor to 
consider, as are other factors.  His thoughts 
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here are wise and should be heeded, without 
it leading to the paralysis of analysis.
A Group of Willing and Ready Families

Tony: While I am also not convinced 
that a Reformed Baptist church plant should 
only be considered where there are a group 
of people desiring a Reformed Baptist 
church, the alternate course of seeking 
to draw people who are not necessarily 
Reformed will take much longer and be 
fraught with its own set of dangers, such as 
people leaving when they actually begin to 
understand what we believe.  

If I were take this route again, I would 
spend a much longer time developing a core 
group of people through outreach and Bible 
studies before I would begin conducting 
services of worship. 

Doug: Both of us have considered that, 
at least in our area of the country, planting a 
Reformed church with “Reformed” people 
is becoming increasingly difficult.  In fact, 
planting a church with “Christians” is 
increasingly difficult, because both terms 
are becoming more and more confused in 
our culture, thanks in no small part to the 
vast amount of bad information available 
on the Internet.  

Two strategies might be considered 
side-by-side: (1) having solid, Reformed 
families that will give money along with 
a mother church able to support the efforts 
to some degree; with (2) an emphasis on 
making brand new converts to the faith 
as Paul did, rather than on hoping we can 
reach disenfranchised or out-of-church 
Christians that coming with their own 
severely torn baggage of what it means to 
be “Reformed.”  

Many of us Reformed people are not 
as excited or emboldened to reach the 
completely lost world around us.  Our 
emphasis is on other things.  This is neither 
good nor bad.  But it seems to me, it is 
important to at least consider that perhaps 
we need to think of church planting more 
like we think of foreign missions in our 
increasingly post-Christian, deeply pagan 
American culture.

When all is said and done, let us always 
remain Reformed and remember that we 
may plant and water, but it is God who 
gives the growth.

 
Douglas Van Dorn is pastor of the Reformed 
Baptist Church of Northern Colorado.
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Dr. Renihan, center, with Nobutaka Okuyama beside him, enjoys a 
meal served at Kesennuma Bible Baptist Church,

cleared ground. There were huge piles of automobiles, city buses, 
construction materials (wood, concrete, metal), fishing gear, 
plastics, etc. 

Smaller buildings had been removed and their former lots 
stood empty; larger buildings were ghostly with broken windows 
and hanging doors. At one place, a huge tuna ship had been carried 
more than 100 meters onshore and then left high and dry, crushing 
a car still visible beneath it. We drove past an empty lot that had 
been the site of the home of the church’s deacon. It is difficult to 
describe the scenes.

On the Lord’s Day, Pastor Chiba took me first to see the 
temporary housing that had been set up for the survivors displaced 
by the tsunami. He explained that he regularly has opportunities to 
speak to the people in these trailer-like homes, visiting weekly to 
bring the Gospel to them. 

See Europe, page 12

See Europe, page 10

for a larger and hidden toll: families losing loved ones, widows and 
widowers, children orphaned, parents bereaved of their beloved 
sons and daughters. 

In the midst of all this destruction were Pastor Chiba and his 
congregation in Kesennuma. In God’s providence, he and his wife 
were not in the area of their city that was devastated by the tsunami 
and thus their lives were protected. He knew immediately that his 
ministry was about to change in dramatic ways. On the other side 
of the Pacific Ocean, American Reformed Baptists took notice and 
were quickly in contact with Pastor Chiba. An emergency relief 
fund was sponsored by Centinela Baptist Church of Lawndale, 
Calif., adopted by the churches of ARBCA, and the collected funds 
were forwarded on to Pastor Chiba in Japan.  

In June 2012, I had the privilege of visiting Japan along with 
Nobutaka and Reiko Okuyama, members of Centinela Baptist 
Church, and long-time personal friends. The primary purpose of 
our trip was to meet Pastor Chiba, view the work in Kesennuma, 
and provide whatever encouragement we could. It was especially 
poignant because Reiko grew up in an area just outside of 
Kesennuma, and this was, in many ways, a homecoming for her. 

I learned many things, especially about the state of Christianity 
in Japan. In a word, it is weak. In God’s sovereign purposes, he has 
not blessed the Japanese people with widespread conversions, and 
the land lives under deep spiritual darkness. Idolatry is rampant, 
and the task for Christ’s servants is enormous. At one point, we 
stayed in a large city of about 120,000 people. I asked how many 
churches were in the city, and the answer was ‘none.’ 

We arrived in the northern port city on Saturday, after a long 
drive from Tokyo. Pastor and Mrs. Chiba met us soon after, and 
drove us through the parts of the city that had been ruined. Even 
though 15 months had passed, the experience was overwhelming. 

Much cleanup had been accomplished, but due to disposal 
difficulties, the refuse was simply sorted and heaped up on the 

Kesennuma Bible Baptist Church, located in one of the areas hard-
est hit by the tsunami. 

Pastor Chiba in the pulpit at Kesennuma Bible Baptist Church.
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Next, we attended the worship service. 
The church meets in a beautiful little 
building on a hillside deep in a residential 
neighborhood. About 30 people gathered 
together, and I had the privilege of preaching 
to them while Nobutaka translated for me. 

It was a delightful time, and very 
encouraging. After a meal shared by the 
entire group, Pastor Chiba took us to 
another town, Oufunato, about 45 minutes 
north where he serves a second small 
congregation. This little group also meets in 
a lovely facility in a busy neighborhood, but 
it had been almost destroyed in the flood. 
The water nearly came to the roofline, and it 
was necessary to renovate the entire interior 
of the structure. From this base, our brother 
is seeking to reach this town.

As we returned south, we experienced 
one of the most haunting moments of the 
entire journey. Our road took us through 
the remains of a town called Rikuzentakata, 
not very far north of Kesennuma. It had 
been almost completely destroyed by the 
tsunami. We left the main road and entered 
what was left of the city—street after street 
with nothing remaining but the outline of 
house plots. Here, at least 80 percent of the 
homes were destroyed, the waves reaching 
40 feet. 

On Monday, Pastor Chiba took us to the 
city of Sendai, one of the larger in northern 
Japan, which had also suffered serious 
damage in March 2011. He had organized 
a seminar with some local pastors, asking 
me to present material on the importance of 
confessions for the life of the church. We 
met in a very nice building that doubles as 
both a meeting house for a church and a 
manse for the pastor seeking to reach the 
area. 

The ground floor is set up for worship 
and the upper level is where he lives with 
his family. We were a small group, but it 
was encouraging to meet these men (and 
their wives) and know that Christ is building 
His church in a dark and difficult place. 

I have no expertise to speak to the cause 
of the Gospel in northern Japan, but based 
on what I saw, I can say that the Lord has 
some very faithful men serving Him there. 

Their task is an exceptionally difficult one, 
but their faith in the Savior is strong. Let us 
pray that they will not grow weary in their 
task of sowing seed, and that in His time the 
Lord will give them a genuine harvest for 
His own glory.

After our visit to the North, we spent 

Pastor Chiba, right, at Oufunato Bible Baptist Church.
a few days seeing the beautiful sites of 
Central Japan, all the while heading closer 
to one of the great and most important cities 
in the world, Tokyo, and some wonderful 
ministry opportunities there. I was invited 

Pastors and wives, with Nobutaka and Reiko, left, rear, at the Sendai seminar. 

See Japan, page 17
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by the leadership of Tokyo Bible Church to 
speak to a group of pastors, church leaders 
and members about the Second London 
Baptist Confession of Faith. 

Tokyo Bible church is a well-
established and strong church of more than 
100 people, having been planted by an 
American missionary and faithfully served 
for many years by (now-retired) Pastor 
Suzuki. Currently, Pastor Takaguchi leads 
the congregation, though Pastor Suzuki 
is still very active. They have a nice older 
facility in one of Tokyo’s neighborhoods 
and have an active and very useful ministry 
in the city.

The Saturday meeting was attended by 
about 75-80 people, including at least 11 
pastors. One of them travelled eight hours 
by bullet train from a southern island in 
order to be present. Most were from the 
greater Tokyo area. 

Nobutaka translated for me, and the 
ministry seems to have been well-received. 
I was very encouraged to meet these men 
and hear of the ways the Lord is at work 
in their assemblies. They seem to be 
genuinely interested in historic confessional 
Christianity.

On the Lord’s Day, I preached at Tokyo 
Bible Church. Well over 100 people were 
present, many traveling long distances to be 
in attendance. A deacon in the congregation 
told me that it takes him two hours by public 
transportation to be at the meetings of the 
church! This is dedication to the cause of 
Christ. 

Tokyo is the largest metropolitan area 
in the world, with a population of about 
13 million. No wonder it can take so long! 
Our hotel, located in the Shibuya district 
(Tokyo’s almost exact equivalent to Times 
Square in New York), was about 45 minutes 
from the church by bus. 

Tokyo Bible Church has had a profound 
influence for good over many years, and 
Nobutaka and Reiko both have deep ties to 
this congregation. They are obviously well-
known and loved there. Many of the people 
speak English well, so that it was easy to 
have edifying conversations. 

At lunchtime, about 10 men sat around 

Japan
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Tokyo Bible Church, above, is pastored by Pastor Takaguchi, below, left, with retired Pas-
tor Suzuki. 

me, plying me with questions about the 
church, the ministry and Christian theology. 
It was a really delightful and enriching 
time. 

Pastor Suzuki is fluent in English, 
having graduated from Faith Seminary in 
the 1950s. He made it very clear that the 
church considers itself to be a Reformed 
Baptist Church, and that they are very 
strongly committed to the Confession of 
Faith. He himself is responsible for its 
translation into Japanese. 

He is currently teaching through the 
Confession in the church, and I brought him 
a copy of Benjamin Beddome’s “Scriptural 
Exposition of the Baptist Catechism” as a 
help in that study. 

One Japanese custom which brought 
a smile to my face is the removal of shoes 
when you come into a building. This is 
easy when visiting a home, but sometimes 
creates a moment of indecision in other 
circumstances. In the Kesennuma, Sendai 
and Tokyo churches, I removed my shoes 
before entering and thus preached in 
stocking feet. This was a new experience 
for sure. 

Japan is a country that is not well known 
among us. It has nearly 130 million people, 

holds one of the most important economies 
in the world, has a rich and deep historical 
culture, is a free society, and could serve an 
important role in the spread of the Gospel 
throughout Asia. I

s it possible that this visit could be the 
beginning of a helpful mutual relationship 
between Japanese and American churches? 
What more might we do to assist and 
encourage the work of our brothers there? 

I am very thankful to the Lord for 

See Japan, page 18
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As they crossed the Atlantic to return to 
America and engage their mission, Samuel 
Mills contracted a fever, which proved 
irrecoverable and on Monday afternoon, 
June 15, 1818, Mills calmly and, according 
to Mr. Burgess, “Without a groan or murmur, 
he gently closed his hands on his breast as 
if in prayer, his face calm and peaceful, and 

Commentary
From page 5

this opportunity to visit Japan. And I am 
especially thankful to Nobutaka and Reiko 
Okuyama who gave themselves as servants 
to the cause of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
their native land. They watched out for 
me, helped me, guided me and selflessly 
demonstrated God’s grace. Best of all, they 
were glad to see the Lord at work in a place 
so dear to their hearts. 

Dear friends, as you pray for the spread 
of the Gospel in the world, include this 
important island nation in your petitions 
to God. Remember Pastor Chiba in 
Kesennuma and the men in Sendai. Pray for 
the Lord’s blessings on Tokyo Bible Church 
and Pastors Takaguchi and Suzuki. 

entered into his rest. That night at sunset, 
his body was committed to the ocean, 
whose waves have borne his influence to 
the remotest corner of this ruined world.”

Mills was only 35 years old. He had 
only been a Christian 17 years. In those 
17 years, he is credited with founding the 
American Bible Society, a school for the 
training of freed slaves and men of color for 
the ministry, the United Foreign Missionary 
society, and had labored in territorial 
America among the Indians, slaves and 

soldiers. 
He filled his years with business 

and endeavored to leave behind such 
organizations to continue to promote the 
Gospel both foreign and domestic. 

Samuel Mills was the embodiment of 
William Carey’s sermon, “Expect Great 
things From God. Attempt Great Things for 
God.”

Japan
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Pastor Takaguchi, left, speaks to the congregation during a service at Tokyo BIble Church.

Pastors gather for a seminar held at Tokyo Bible Church.

And pray that perhaps the Lord will 
send helpers to this needy place. Could it be 
that the 3/11 earthquake (as it is sometimes 

called) will stir American Reformed Baptists 
to reach across the Pacific Ocean to deeper 
involvement in Japan?

Steve Graham is pastor of Pioneer Valley 
Baptist Church, Chicopee, Mass.


