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Kingdom servants in Philippines
By Jon Hueni

Maharai, Naharai, Paarai. Who are 
we?

Answer: Three of David’s mighty men 
in the Medal of Honor list in II Samuel 23, 
who did no small service for their king. 

And though their names are unfamiliar to 
us, they were known to David who greatly 
valued them and what they did for him. 
Even so, King Jesus has many servants 
today who are not widely known, but 
whose dedicated work in his kingdom is 

highly regarded by him. On a recent visit 
to the Philippines, I was privileged to 
meet some of these choice servants of our 
King.

These are attendees at the Filipino pastors conference, with speakers in the front row. 
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By Jerry Slate, Jr.
As students of God’s Word, we know that the Lord is very 

concerned about the intentions that lie behind our words and 
actions.  

Jesus says in one place, “Take heed that you do not do your 
charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them,” and in another, 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matt. 6:1; 5:16)  

God desires the sanctification of our heart motives in all that 
we do and say, so that our goal is the glory of God and not our own 
popularity.  And in this vein, every act of evangelical obedience 
that we offer to God is to be driven by two overarching motives 
reflecting the two greatest commandments: love for God and love 
for people.  

I want to briefly explore these twin motivations as they relate 
to our labors in evangelism and world missions.

Love for the Lord is the primary motivation for evangelism 
and missions.  Tom Wells opens his classic work, “A Vision for 
Missions,” with these words: “Not long ago I heard a missionary 
say, “A need will not keep you on the mission field.  People will 
rebuke and repel you.’”  He goes on to speak of a woman he met 
who was a veteran missionary to Thailand.  When he asked her the 
secret of her staying power in remaining on the field she answered 
without hesitation: “God’s command.  If it wasn’t for God’s 
command I wouldn’t be there.”1

The truth is that love for the souls of men will not sustain us as 
pastors and missionaries if it is the primary motivation behind our 
labors.  The world is hostile to the message we preach and, sadly, 
so are many in the professing evangelical world.  

The average person on the street (and sometimes, in the pew) 
neither knows nor cares what a faithful ministry costs you and me 
in terms of spiritual, emotional, and even financial sacrifices.  They 
frequently respond to our earnest pleas for the welfare of their 
souls with open hostility or, perhaps more often, with complete 
indifference.  

If we are honest, there are times in our fallenness when our 
flesh cries out: “Fine!  People are just not worth it!  Furthermore, 
even God’s people are not worth it, because sometimes God’s 
people stink!” 

When we think upon the things we have suffered over the 
years, and the emotional scars that we carry within our souls, the 
temptations to grow resentful, cynical, and bitter are quite strong.  

What sustains us in the ministry in discouraging times such as 
these?  Is it not God’s love for us, and our corresponding love for 
Him, that keeps us pressing on?  

When we remember all the things our Lord endured to 
accomplish our eternal redemption are we not reminded that our 
own sufferings for Him are not so much as a drop in the bucket 
compared to what He has suffered for us?  Is this not exactly what 
the writer of Hebrews has in mind when he says, “For consider 

1  Tom Wells. A Vision for Missions.  (Edinburgh: The Banner of Truth Trust, 
1985), 7.

Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest 
you become weary and discouraged in your souls?” (Heb. 12:3)  
Asking,  “Is IT worth it?” is always the wrong question.  The right 
question must be: “Is HE worth it?” And to ask the question is to 
answer it.

But all of this being said, is not love for the never-dying souls 
of men also a major part of our driving motivation in ministry?  
Indeed it is, and this brings us to our next point: Love for men’s 
souls is the secondary motivation for evangelism and missions.  
The key here is to recognize that love for souls is our secondary 
motivation rather than our primary one.  But this qualification 
aside, if we do not love the souls of men can we really claim to love 
the Lord Himself?  

I have frequently been convicted as I have contemplated Paul’s 
words in Rom. 9:3: “I could wish that I myself were accursed from 
Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh…”  

Paul knew that it was impossible for him to be separated from 
the love of God in Christ, for he had just said so a few verses earlier 
(Rom. 8:38-39).  But it would seem that his point is to say, “If it 
was possible for me to be broken off from Christ, and if my being 
removed would allow my fellow countrymen to be grafted into 
Him in my place, I would wish for it to be so.”  

And Paul lets us know that he was not engaging in hyperbole 
when he wrote these words, for he prefaces them by saying, “I tell 
the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me 
witness in the Holy Spirit.” (Rom. 9:1-2)  Paul’s heart ached for his 
fellow Israelites, who at the time were enemies of the very gospel 
he preached, a people who had caused him much personal harm.  
Nevertheless his love for them was so strong that he was prepared 
to sacrifice his very soul for their eternal welfare if it was possible.  

At one point in his life, William Carey was tri-vocational, 
laboring as a pastor, a shoemaker, and a teacher of children.  As his 
missionary vision continued to grow he stitched together a leather 
globe in his shoe shop which he used in teaching geography lessons 
to his students.  One of his biographers says of this: “His pupils saw 
sometimes a strange sight, when their master would be moved to 
tears over a geography lesson.  As he pointed to continents, islands, 
and peoples, he would cry, ‘And these are pagans, pagans!’”2 

Many years after his arrival in India, Carey and his companions 
drew up the Serampore Compact, which essentially served as the 
constitution of their missionary community.  This document was to 
be read publicly three times annually to remind the missionaries of 
why they were there and what their priorities were to be.  Early on, 
our forefathers say this:

“In order to be prepared for our great and solemn work, it is 
absolutely necessary that we set an infinite value upon immortal 
souls; that we often endeavour to affect our minds with the dreadful 
loss sustained by an unconverted soul launched into eternity.  It 
becomes us to fix in our minds the awful doctrine of eternal 
2  S. Pearce Carey. William Carey. (London: The Wakeman Trust, 1993), 48.
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Symbolics course prompts impromptu praise

punishment … If we have not this awful sense of the value of souls, 
it is impossible that we can feel aright in any other part of our work, 
and in this case it had been better for us to have been in any other 

situation other than in that of a Missionary.”3  
As I meditate upon Paul’s love for men, and as I read of men 

like William Carey whose heart was broken over the never dying 

3  James R. Beck. Dorothy Carey: The Tragic and Untold Story of Mrs. 
William Carey. (Eugene, Oregon: Wipf and Stock Publishers,1992), 199-200.

By John Miller
This past August I had the privilege and pleasure of attending 

the course on Baptist Symbolics offered at the Institute for 
Reformed Baptist Studies. 

While I enjoyed the sunny southern California weather and the 
beautifully manicured campus of Westminster Seminary California, 
these were not the only blessings that I experienced in my time in 
Escondido.  As our God is a good and generous Heavenly Father, 
so He delights to lavish blessings upon His children.  Allow me to 
mention a few of the blessings I experienced from His hand during 
my trip.

First, there was the blessing of Christian hospitality.  The 
Apostle Peter exhorts Christians to “show hospitality to one 
another” (1 Pet. 4:9), and this loving hospitality is what I was 
shown.  One of the students at IRBS and his family graciously 
opened their home to me, providing me with a comfortable room 
and delicious home-cooked meals.  Other students also invited me 
into their homes for meals.  

What an encouragement to see how our Lord is answering our 
prayers as an Association for Him to raise up laborers who are men 
of godly character (cf. 1 Tim. 3:2).  

Second, there was the blessing of Christian fellowship and 
mutual encouragement.  The Apostle Paul desired to visit the 
Christians in Rome that they “may be mutually encouraged by 
each other’s faith” (Rom. 1:12).  This was my experience as the 
students not only opened their homes but their hearts as well.  

We encouraged one another with the Scriptures, testimonies 
of the Lord’s work in our lives, and earnest prayer together for 
the advancement of Christ’s kingdom on the earth.  It was also a 
blessing to fellowship with the other pastors who came to attend 
the course.  

This mutual encouragement also occurred with the brothers 
and sisters of Christ Reformed Baptist Church in Vista, Calif., as 
we prayed together at their weekly prayer meeting and worshipped 
our Triune God together on the Lord’s Day.  

Finally, there was the blessing of being sanctified by the truth 
of God’s word through the teaching Dr. Renihan in the Baptist 
Symbolics course itself.  Dr. Renihan is truly a faithful brother and 
servant of Christ who is able to teach others the sound words of 

the faith.  
In this class on Symbolics, Dr. Renihan clearly taught the 

scriptural basis for creeds and confessions that summarize the 
central truths of the faith.  He illustrated the importance of the use 
of confessions in holding forth the truth and refuting error.  He 
ably expounded every paragraph in the First and Second London 
Baptist Confessions in its historical and theological contexts.  And 
throughout the class it was clear that Dr. Renihan’s aim was not 
that we merely grasp the knowledge that was being conveyed, but 
that the Truth would grip us and move us to greater love, reverence, 
and worship of our Triune God.  And God blessed this aim as our 
hearts were gripped by the glory of the being and character of God, 
by the wisdom of the plan and purpose of God, by the grace of 
the covenant mercy of God towards sinners like us, and so much 
more.  

At one point in the class, after contemplating the amazing 
character of God, we could not help but stand and sing the 
doxology:  “Praise God from whom all blessings flow…”.  It was 
clear evidence that sound theology moves us to vibrant doxology.  

Brethren, let us praise God for His many blessings that are 
flowing from the Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies and the 
labors of Dr. Renihan.  Let us continue to support and pray for this 
joint endeavor of training men for the gospel ministry.  And let us 
pray for the Lord to multiply His blessings now and for generations 
to come.  

These participants took part in the Baptist Symbolics class.  John 
Miller is sixth from the left, standing next to Dr. James Renihan.
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The Tucson Reformed Baptist Church holds its first meeting in its new facility, the exterior 
of which is shown below. 

The Cosbys
<recosby@gmail.com>
Rob, Chrissy, Keira and Robert
3602 S. Frick Ave.
Tucson, AZ 85730

HOME MISSIONS

In Tucson we are undergoing some of 
the most exciting times in the brief history of 
our church plant. 

As this was written, on Nov. 10, 
Lord willing, we were to constitute as an 
independent congregation. We finished our 
first set of membership classes in September, 
and have been encouraged by the large 
turnout we’ve had for these classes. 

We have had several new regular 
attendees start coming at the beginning and 
during the classes. These new attendees will 
not be ready for membership at the time of 
constituting, but several of them hopefully 
will be shortly thereafter. We are experiencing 
a time of unparalleled growth, and though we 
are still very small there is real excitement 
for where we are headed.

We are in the final stages of writing our 
constitution, and we are trying in these final 
few weeks to complete everything that needs 
to be done in order to constitute. We are also 
finishing up with the training of the two men 
who, Lord willing, will serve as our first two 
deacons. Both of these men have been with 
us since we began services. They have been 
faithful servants throughout the life of the 
plant.

One of the biggest announcements is that 
the Lord has at least temporarily answered 
one of our largest prayers and that is for a 
better meeting facility. One of the men in our 
church owns some commercial real estate that 
had been used as a school for approximately 
the past 20 years, but for the last year or so 
has been vacant. 

It is still on the market for lease or sale, 
so we may not be able to be there long-term, 
but at least in the immediate future we finally 
have a proper meeting facility, one that is 
warm and welcoming to visitors rather than 
cold and off-putting. We now have full use of 
a facility to be able to hold other classes and 
services as needed.

On Jan. 4, 2014, we will be holding 
our official constituting service. The actual 
constituting will have already taken place, 
but on this day the members will be officially 

welcomed, officers installed and ordained, 
and a special sermon brought to us by Dr. 
James Renihan.

n Continue to pray with us for the work 
here in Tucson. Though we are going through 
one of the brightest patches of our existence, 
there is still much difficult labor ahead.

n Please pray for us as we finish all 
of the constituting process, and ARBCA 
application process.

n Continue to pray the Lord would 

help us to be able, in time, to start a Spanish 
ministry.

n Pray that whether our time in the 
facility is short or long, that it would be 
profitable to help further establish this 
church.

n Pray that the Lord would raise up a 
second elder in our midst.

n Pray for our continued growth, and 
that we would have many opportunities to 
take the gospel to the lost in Tucson.
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The Brennans 
<matthewmbrennan@eircom.net>
Matthew, Barbara, Simon and Timothy
Ballingarrane North
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary

 IRELAND

This fall has been busy here at 
Clonmel. I gave two papers at a conference 
on the Spirit and the Word in Belfast and 
preached on the Lord’s Day in Portadown. 
Both places are in Northern Ireland. I 
think the church situation in the more 
evangelized areas of Northern Ireland and 
the UK are facing great challenges in these 
days. With secularism and moral decline, 
the situation in some areas is very worrying 
indeed for the Gospel. 

On Monday and Tuesday, Oct. 7-8, I 
attended the Annual Outreach Conference 
in Kilkenny. On Saturday, Oct. 26, as I 
write, John Woodside was to speak at the 
Clonmel Conference on Union with Christ. 
He is one of the countries ablest preachers. 
We are looking forward to hearing John. 

 The local radio has increased our time 
on radio from 20 minutes to 40 minutes!  

The program, including ad breaks, is an 
hour in length. If you have someone in your 
congregation who might have an interesting, 
Gospel-focused story to tell, please drop me 
an email.  It can be a scientist (preferably 
well known) or someone’s story that might 
resonate with a broad spectrum of people, 
so contact me. 

 Our children’s work has grown 
enormously in the past weeks, with up to 

30 children at the junior club and 12 young 
teens at the senior club.  My weekly Bible 
study in the home of one of our members 
continues to be well attended and I am 
trusting the God of the Word will bless His 
word to those that come. 

Well, that seems to be all for the 
present from the little rain-swept island in 
the Atlantic.  Thank you for reading my 
update and for your prayers.

Radio
We are excited at the way the radio 

ministry is reaching into the community.  
We begin each program by announcing: 
“We proclaim the true God, who comes 
to us in order to save us; we preach Christ 
crucified.”  This establishes a clear contrast 
with the other messages that people are 
accustomed to hear.  

As a result, some are bothered and 
even angry with us, because we preach the 
depravity of mankind and we expose the 
deception of the prosperity gospel, which 
has deep roots in Argentina.  But, thank 
God, we hear from many who do appreciate 
the faithful message we seek to deliver.  
From these broadcasts several people have 
found the church.  

The programs can be heard on 
Facebook, “Iglesia De La Gracia Monte De 
Luz” and also on www.radiouniverso987.
com.ar.  We get feedback on these sites 
from people (many of them Christians) 
from places around Argentina and Chile, 
among whom is a man who is pastoring 
a small congregation in his house and has 
embraced the Reformed doctrines.  He is 

The Molinas
Jorge and Bilma
Monte de Luz Iglesia de la Gracia
Rio Carcarana 551
Carlos Paz, Cordoba

ARGENTINA   5152

taping the messages we give and shares 
them with those who meet in his home.  

I also invite people to call my phone 
at any time, day or night, with any need 
they may have.  On one occasion, close 
to midnight, a couple called asking for 
spiritual help.  They are from a nearby town 
and don’t attend our church because of the 
difficulty of getting there, but I visit them 
and maintain contact with them.  Radio has 
been a good ministry for us!

Preaching
In addition to preaching from the pulpit 

and by radio, I have opportunity to preach 
and teach the Word of God to families and 

small groups in homes, both in Carlos Paz 
and in other places where I am invited.  At 
the church, we have been studying the book 
of Romans with great blessing.

Growth
Slowly but surely, we see God giving 

us good growth.  The women meet on 
Saturdays twice a month.  On Tuesdays 
we have prayer meeting, communion and 
a doctrinal study from the Word, using 
also the 1689.  Our principal meeting for 
worship is held on Sundays at 10:30.  

I’m thankful to be able to mention 

See Molinas, page 11
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The Lines 
<bevstan38@gmail.com> 
Stan and Bev
Calle 165, #54C-84 (E25)
Bogota

COLOMBIA

The search for a pastor at La Alborada 
has had a successful conclusion.  Jose 
Augusto Ramirez was called and began 
his ministry on Nov. 5.  This has relieved 
Marco Antonio Orjuela, pastor of the San 
Jose de Bavaria church, of the burden of 
caring for two churches. 

Before Augusto was called, Stan was 
preaching once a month in La Alborada 
and San Jose.  Attendance remained good 
and there were frequent visitors.  The usual 
programs went forward including a new 
beginning for the young people’s group. 

The ladies and men have both had 
their retreats. The once-a-month seminars 
for parents and teachers have been very 
well-attended. The twice-a-month Sunday 
School teachers training classes likewise 
are going very well. As you know, no 
church escapes difficulties and perplexities, 
and we are not the exception. 

The Christian School, with 240 
students, has just been granted final and 
permanent approval certification. We are 
not certain if this means we will now not 
have to rebuild as some years ago we were 
told was necessary. 

Gustavo Hernández remains as rector, 
and we have been able to find teachers to 
replace occasional resignations, teachers 
who look for higher salaries. We call on the 
Lord for His mercy on students and parents 
for conversions. 

The church plant in Bosa now has its 
own building, but there has been no growth 
lately. Pray for pastor Ramiro Beltrán.  Nor 
has there been growth in the evangelistic 
effort in the Ciudad Bolívar area. The 
Castilla church with Guillermo Gómez 
and Jorge Enrique Castañeda as pastors 
has been growing, and the pastoral training 
programs they have been sponsoring have 
begun again after some delays.  

Since March, we have not had the 
Saturday night Bible study in our home. 
For some time we had not had visitors at the 
study, and those attending were members or 
attendees at the San José de Bavaria church. 
We continue frequently to distribute Gospel 

messages to about 800 homes or businesses 
in our area, San Cipriano. 

Over the past 10 years, numerous high-
rise apartment buildings have been built, 
and we seek wisdom to make contacts with 
their residents. 

Hopefully, we will soon see some 
response to these efforts and will begin the 
studies in our home again.  

We’re in the process of preparing some 
evangelistic booklets to print here so as to 
lessen production and shipping costs. 

Speaking of pastoral training efforts, 
a new one has begun in Medellín, where 
the Reformed Baptist Church has grown 
considerably. Pastors Julio Benítez 
and Sergio Ruíz, with the help of the 
Gospel Through Colombia Mission, have 
purchased a farm where 18 young men, 
as of Sept. 1, are attending an eight-month 
intensive course in theology with teachers 
from both Colombia and the USA. 

The two church plant efforts in 
Bucaramanga, Santander, sponsored by the 
churches in Curití and San Gil are growing 
slowly – this while the sponsoring churches 
languish.

 In retirement, Bev and I continue 
spending weekdays of every other week out 
at our country home, an hour from Bogotá. 
We seek to make the Gospel known to our 

neighbors there. 
Our children and their children are 

well, with the usual struggles and with some 
changes. The most marked of these is our 
granddaughter Ellen’s beginning college 
at Covenant. Shawna, our daughter, has 
taken a position as librarian at an English-
language Christian school. 

Brent and Aimee still live in Naples, 
Fla., and they continue their efforts to plant 
a Spanish-language church there. Their two 
older children, Caleb and Natalie spent two 
months with us in Bogotá from middle of 
May until middle of July. 

Dionne home schools the triplets and 
works part time (mostly from home) with 
the Children’s Heart Foundation hospital, 
while her husband, Juan Carlos, struggles to 
keep the cleaning and lubrication chemicals 
business going. 

Peace talks between the Colombia 
government and the principal 
insurrectionary group (FARC – Colombian 
Armed Revolutionary Forces) continue in 
Habana, Cuba, in an effort to end the over-
50-year-old conflict. Just what the outcome 
of these talks will be is still very far from 
clear. The tendency seems to be toward a 
greater acceptance of leftist ideologies. 

The Gospel, which brings justice and 
then peace, is still the answer. 

The Gospel, which brings justice 
and then peace, is still the answer. 
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The Perrons 
<raymondperron@sympatico.ca>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est, 
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

See Perrons, page 9

O LORD our God, other masters 
besides Thee have ruled us; but through 
Thee alone we confess Thy name (Is 
26:13).

It has been quite a busy summertime 
for us this year, as I had the privilege of 
serving our God in different ways. Among 
them, I spent about two weeks in New 
Zealand as I had been invited to teach a 
course on The Doctrine of God. This course 
was recorded on video, as it is intended 
to serve for the IRBS distance education 
program (see pictures). 

On top of my teaching, I also preached 
in two churches, one in Palmerston North 
and the other in Wellington; in this latter 
place, we experienced a significant 
earthquake but – let this be clear – my 
preaching was not the cause. I am most 
thankful to the Lord for this time with our 
New Zealand brethren; I felt very much 
home, as their situation is so similar to ours 
in Quebec. I also have the occasion to make 
some sightseeing and to appreciate the 
unique beauty of that part of the world.

On my return from New Zealand, I 
stopped by Los Angeles, where I visited my 
sending church, Trinity Reformed Baptist in 
La Mirada. I was preaching in the morning 
and in the afternoon I had been invited to 
report and to preach at the South California 
Reformed Baptist meeting that took place 
in the La Mirada church. Needless to say, it 
was a great time of fellowship.

Here in Quebec we are involved in our 
different ministries.  I am still meeting with 
a group of non-church people every other 
Friday where I am teaching the Heidelberg 
Catechism; though I should no longer use 
the expression “non-church people,” since 
two of these families started to attend our 
church. Please, pray for these meetings as 
we can see a growing interest on the gospel 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Our church in Quebec City is still 
experiencing a season of peace and growth. 
On the second week of September, we’ll 
begin a course at the intention of the 
young families regarding the raising up 
of children. We are very pleased with the 

enthusiasm of our young families in this 
matter. Richard and Rosie Melançon will 
lead these meetings, which will be held 
every other Tuesday.

Our radio station keeps producing fruit 
and we will add a couple of new programs in 
our fall schedule. One of them will consist 
of providing the context in which our most 
known hymns have been written and also to 
talk about their theological content. We aim 
at providing people with teaching on what 
worship is all about, namely not singing 
little tunes to one another, but proclaiming 
God’s attributes.

In the beginning of September, God 
graciously allowed us to take a vacation. 
We spent a week with our dear friends and 

beloved brother and sister Bob and Cathy 
Selph. What a great time of fellowship and 
fun we had together.

I have accepted a new mentoring role 
of a young pastor from an independent 
church whose senior pastor passed away 
a couple of months ago. The church asked 
that young pastor to carry on; he was 
looking for help and he finally decided 
to contact me after listening to my radio 
station programs. Please, pray for him; his 
name is Abraham.

I will also start a class on the 1689 for 
our new officers as well as for our potential 
ones. I will hold a session a week for as 

Raymond Perron, front, left, with pastors in New Zealand. 
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long as will be needed.
On Oct. 5, pastor Jacques Pelletier and I were in our 

Rouyn-Noranda church for the ordination of Pastor Marcel 
Longchamps,who is serving there with Pastor Jean Lépine. Also 
present was Pastor Pascal Denault from St-Jérôme. We are so 
thankful to God for Pastor Longchamps’s ministry.

I was invited to speak at an evangelical church’s breakfast in a 
suburb of Quebec City on Oct. 12. Once more, this is an invitation 
that is a consequent of my radio station program. And on Oct. 19  
we had a ministerial meeting of our association in our church in 
Acton Vale. I then taught in our church in St-Jérôme the week 
after.

Next spring our Quebec City church will celebrate its 25th 
anniversary (May 25). We have invited Pastor Arden Hodgins of 
La Mirada to come and preach for us on this special occasion. 

The Durands   <aerbg danieldurand@hotmail.com>
Daniel, Loraine, 
Marie-Therese and Jean-Rene
45 Douglas-Anderson
Chateauguay, QC J6J  5J5

CANADA

Raymond Perron teaches in New Zealand.

“.…nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Rom. 
8.39)

Although we were separated from 
God because of our sin, the Lord took on 
our condition, coming down to our level 
in order to take us with him. And now we 
who were separated from him have this 
assurance: that nothing will separate us 
from the love of God in Christ-Jesus our 
Lord. What an encouragement!

At the moment that I am writing these 
words, we are going through a very busy 
period. Firstly, my mother passed away 
Sept. 6 and I have to take care of my 
father, who has some major health issues. 
Secondly, on Sept. 14 we moved into a 
multi-generational house with our son, 
Georges-Émile, and his family. This house 
has two sections so that Georges-Émile and 
his family can keep their privacy, as well 
as us. We would also like to ask my father 
to live with us. We are asking the Lord that 
my father will come to a saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ.

A couple of weeks ago I resigned from 
my position as coordinator and member 

of the administrative committee of our 
association. This will enable me to dedicate 
more time to my pastoral responsibilities.

Andy, who is a future elder (currently 
undergoing a year of testing), just received a 
position as chaplain in a maximum security 
prison. We are praying that the Lord will 
help him in his responsibilities. Andy 
continues to serve our church. He has much 
more confidence in the leading of church 
services and in preaching. We praise the 
Lord for him and his spouse, Catherine.

We are encouraged by the arrival of a 
few more people. A woman who is alone 
just gave birth. We were able to help her, 
and I have started doing Bible studies with 
her. We had a baptism a few weeks ago, and 

had a wedding on Sept. 21.
My work continues as chaplain at 

the Evangelical Theological Seminary of 
Montreal. This includes being in charge of 
chapel services and of internships that are 
related to academic programs. I praise the 
Lord for the opportunity that he has given 
me to accompany students in theology.

Concerning the Aylmer church-plant, 
André Pinard told me that an English-
speaking church of our same confession has 
asked him to join their efforts in evangelism. 
This church goes into public spaces and 
starts conversations with people. André 
will take charge of the French-speakers. We 
pray that the Lord will bless these efforts.

Praise be to God for his faithfulness.

We have also formed a committee that has the responsibility of 
organizing different activities for the occasion

Thank you for your precious prayers and fellowship,
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The Vaughns 
<dvaughn@sfr.fr>
David, Nicky, Jonathan 
and Michelle
FRANCE

Ministry in France has its own particular 
twists, challenges and surprises, as is true 
in other places.  In France, it is the deeply 
rooted atheism of the society at large that 
confronts us, often takes us off guard and 
always breaks our hearts. 

Here are a couple of recent examples to 
motivate your prayers for France and for our 
ministry among these dear people.

Recently, a non-Christian lady 
attending our services related to us that one 
of her relatives had just taken his child to the 
Mayor’s Office of their town for an official 
ceremony to be performed over the child 
that the French call a “baptême républicain.”  
That phrase would translate literally as 
“republican baptism,” but for the French, 
the word “republican” does not refer to a 
political party, but rather to the country of 
France as a “republic.”  When the French say 
that their country is a “republic” they mean 
that it is a society governed by neither a king 
nor a religion.  We might say “secular state”.  
Thus when the French say that something 
is “republican,” they mean that it is a non-
religious reality of the democratic and 
secular state. 

So the family in question went to 
have their children undergo a “secular civil 
baptism.” This is an official ceremony in 
France that is part of the services offered by 
local city governments.  It was made part 
of French law in 1794, five years after the 
French Revolution.  

Its goal was to provide a secular and 
atheist alternative to Christian baptism.  After 
a while it fell into disuse but was revived in 
1892 to “rescue the youth from the harmful 
influences of religion which atrophy and 
deform the intelligence.” In recent years it 
has again experienced a revival of interest 
among the French.  

During the ceremony the mayor or 
assistant mayor makes a speech in which he 
reminds those present of the history of the 
ceremony.  He then says something about the 
baby to be “baptized” (usually it is a baby, but 
it can be an older child).  Next he reminds the 
parents of the values of the French Republic 

and asks them if they commit themselves to 
bring the child up according to these values.  

Then he turns to the godparents, 
who must be present, and asks them to 
solemnly commit themselves to their new 
responsibilities concerning this child. 
Finally, a certificate of “civil baptism” is 
signed by the mayor, parents and godparents 

and a copy is given to them.  
The second example of the challenges 

and surprises of ministry in France occurred 
in our home several weeks ago.  Our 
16-year-old daughter Michelle invited one 
of her friends from school to eat supper with 
us and stay overnight.  This young lady had 
already been to our house a number of times 
and Michelle had already spent the night 
with her.  

As we began the meal I simply said, 
“C_____, you know that we are Christians 
and so we say a prayer of thanks God to 
before our meals.”  Then looking at all those 
around the table, I said, “Let’s pray.”  Before 
I could get the first phrase of the prayer out 

The 155 attendees at this year’s Family Camp pose for a group photo. Below, Hicham, the 
main speaker at the camp, preaches. 
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of my mouth, C_____ burst out laughing so 
loudly that I could not finish the prayer.  

This was the first time in her 16-year-
old life that she had ever seen someone pray.  
It was too hilarious for her to hold back her 
laughter! Someone bowing his head and 
talking out loud in the air as if there were 
someone there that could not be seen!  At 
least, that is what it appeared like to her.  

The next day when C_____ was gone, 
we asked Michelle, “Didn’t you warn C_____ 
before she came over about our praying 
before meals?”  Michelle answered, “Yes, of 
course I did.  I explained it all to her and told 
her exactly what would happen.”  Despite 
the warning it was too strange an experience 
for this French girl to understand.  

And, by the way, C_____ is a well-
raised and very polite and respectful young 
lady.  We really like her.  

I wish I could say that this was the only 
time this had ever happened to me while 
saying the blessing before a meal in France.  
But the exact same scene happened with our 
older daughter’s friends when they were 
with us for a meal a few years ago.  As the 
prayer began they also burst out laughing so 
loudly that I ended the prayer quickly right 
there.  How heart-breaking to see young 
people grow up in such moral and spiritual 
darkness and ignorance.  

We trust that you will redouble your 
prayers for France and for us as you think of 
these things.  

As for our news, I will briefly mention 
three things.  

First, we have found and signed a 
contract on a house very well-located and 
close to Aix-En-Provence.  How we found 
it and the deal we got on it was amazing and 
we praise the Lord for His goodness.  We 
are also in negotiations for a rented facility 
for use for our worship services and other 
meetings.  The manager of this building 
must find out if certain changes can be made 
so that the rooms will meet building code 
requirements for church gatherings. 

With this letter are included some photos 
of our summer Family Camp, which was a 
great blessing.  About 155 people attended, 

a good number of them for the first time this 
year.  The main speaker was a dear brother 
and Reformed Baptist pastor in the south of 
France who was converted to Christ from 
Islam.  His father is an imam!  His preaching 
and teaching were simple, direct, winsome, 
conscience-pricking and filled with gospel 
truth.  

We are encouraged to have some new 
students and adults attending the Sunday 
services and telling us that they feel they 
want to be a part of our church body.  Please 
continue to pray that the Lord open up doors 
of opportunity for spreading the gospel 
and particularly that people would respond 
to invitations to be part of a Discovering 
Christianity Bible Study.

Thank you for your prayers and 
partnership in the gospel.

Mealtime at Family Camp. 

Molinas
From page 6

a young man that the Lord seems to be 
preparing for faithful service.  His name 
is Rodolfo Salassa, and he is studying at 
William Carey Seminary with me.  He’s an 
attorney, married, with a young daughter, 
and is very committed to the work here. 

 When he came to the church, his 
doctrinal understanding was completely 

Arminian.  Today he is totally convinced 
of the doctrines of grace, his greatest 
enjoyment being in the sovereignty of 
God.

God has blessed us greatly in that there 
is strong spiritual growth in the church, in 
spite of some inconveniences.  The cold in 
winter is long and intense, causing many 
illnesses and logical absence from services.  

We have purchased a couple of gas 
heaters in an effort to gain some level of 
comfort, but we cannot completely combat 

the cold with these.  We have begun to 
repair the roof of our meeting room, which 
had deteriorated badly, a project which 
will be carried out slowly as we are able to 
come up with the necessary funds.  

In all of these things, we are joyful in 
Christ because God is receiving the glory.  
We rely on Him, and He is faithful.

We send our thanks and gratitude to 
all our dear brothers and sisters who are 
helping us by your prayers and gifts.  May 
God bless your generosity.
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The Powells
<pastor@covenantbaptistchurch.com>
Chris, Val, Hannah, Noah and Abigail
1 Briarcreek Road
Toronto, ON M1B 2N7

 CANADA

Recently, we had Pastor Matt Foreman 
from Faith Reformed Baptist Church in 
Media, Pa. up to preach a series of sermons 
in the book of Ecclesiastes at our annual 
Fall Cabin-In. As a result,  Ecclesiastes 
has been more in my thinking lately.  Time 
passes quickly and so much of what our 
society focuses on is meaningless and 
ultimately unproductive.  

So much of our culture focuses on 
fictional or fake drama and entertainment, 
that we lose sight of the richness and the 
depth of the ultimate storyline which 
provides the true meaning in a sea of 
meaninglessness.  We lose that ultimate 
delight and satisfaction found in our 
Saviour’s redemptive storyline that the 
writer of Ecclesiastes writes about in Eccl. 
12:9–13:

“Besides being wise, the Preacher also 
taught the people knowledge, weighing 
and studying and arranging many proverbs 
with great care. The Preacher sought to find 
words of delight, and uprightly he wrote 
words of truth. The words of the wise are 
like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are 
the collected sayings; they are given by 
one Shepherd. My son, beware of anything 
beyond these. Of making many books there 
is no end, and much study is a weariness 
of the flesh. The end of the matter; all 
has been heard.  Fear God and keep his 
commandment, for this is the whole duty 
of man.”

When it comes to narratives that 
matter, one of the narratives that ultimately 
matters is what we read about in the pages 
of this update month after month, year after 
year.  For, as an association of churches, we 
are engaged in fulfilling Christ’s command 
to extend His message of the Kingdom of 
God to “Jerusalem, Samaria and the ends 
of the Earth.”  (Acts 1:8).   That means as 
you read about what God is doing at home 
or around the world and are motivated 
to pray and/or to give support, you as a 
reader and responsive supplicant are not 
just consuming information about the work 
of the Kingdom, you are helping to see it 

extended.  
As a former ARBCA National Pastor, 

we have been the recipient of your prayers 
and your support over the past five years 
and we are extraordinarily thankful in the 
Lord for our partnership with ARBCA/
RBMS.  We are thankful for the financial 
support that we received from 2008-2011, 
but, more importantly we are extremely 
thankful for the ongoing prayer support 
that we received.  We believe that God 
used your prayers and ours to re-establish 
our church financially and physically in the 
city of Toronto.  

Today, we continue that work in the 
public proclamation of the Gospel on the 
Lord’s Day and the outreach efforts of 

the church throughout the week. We are 
seeking to reach out in many different 
ways in our city and we are thankful for the 
opportunities God has given us.  

Over the summer we were privileged 
to have the opportunity to set out a table in 
one of the city squares just a few kilometers 
from the church for Toronto Persian Family 
Day.  We spoke to many individuals about 
the Gospel and shared material in English 
and Farsi (the Iranian national language).  

Just a few miles from our church is 
the major Toronto concentration of ethnic 
Iranians (or Persians, as they often prefer 
to be identified).  Many of these are from 

Covenant Baptist members staff the church booth during Persian Day.
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a strong Shiite Muslim background, but, 
as we encountered some have become 
westernized by their stay in Canada. 

I had a conversation with a young 
man, Amir, who at 17 was part of one of 
the more conservative Shiite sects in Iran, 
but, became increasingly disillusioned at 
the hypocrisy he witnessed.  He proudly 
informed me that he was now an agnostic.

We then had an extended conversation 
about the nature of truth and authority and 
the Gospel and I was able to give him some 
material about the Gospel.  We invited 
many to church and we had some good 
conversations with many individuals.  

If you wish to pray for them by name 
here are some names: Sharina, Sam (a 
Persian Messianic Jew), Meharan (a car 
salesman who sat at the booth next to us), 
Amit (just arrived in Canada from Iran),  
Saeed, Tricia, Ivan (from Bangladesh, who 

just happened upon us), Achmad (who asked 
for a Farsi Bible for his father, who did not 
want to approach  the table.  We gave him a 
Bible for his dad and an English one for him 
and some other Gospel material), Kurosh 
(who was interested in John Blanchard 
when he saw the book “Ultimate Questions” 
in Farsi) and Farida (who as a Muslim was 
asking what we believed about Jehovah 
Witnesses).  May God use these and the 
other conversations we had for His glory.

We have re-started our outreach on the 
campus of the University of Toronto for the 
fall semester.  In the Lord’s providence we 
have had to relocate to a less visible room.  
As a result of conflicting schedules, we 
have chosen to target the lunch hour.  

So far, our attendance has not been 
as strong as it was over the past couple 
of years where we were in a much more 
visible location.  However, the Lord has 
brought in some students that have many 
questions about the Gospel.  Please pray 
for a young man and a young woman that 
have started to attend. 

In October we did our annual family 
outreach for Reformation Day. Every year 
we put on a play celebrating a figure in 
church history followed by games and a 
fellowship meal.  It serves as an opportunity 
to both encourage a love for church history 
and to allow new families to interact with 
our church community.  

This year we celebrated the remarkable 
life of pioneer Baptist missionary Adoniram 
Judson.  This year is the bicentennial of 
his and his wife Ann’s arrival in Myanmar 
(Burma).  We are thankful this year for 
the contribution of Mary Leone, one of 
our friends from Grace Baptist Church in 
Carlisle who wrote a great script for the 
play section of our celebration.  

It is good for us to reflect on God’s 
faithful work with previous generations 
in the unfolding drama of the history of 
redemption.  Our hope is that it will continue 
to provide encouragement and delight in 
the glory of His story as we continue our 
life’s calling to glorify Him by fearing Him 
and keeping His commandments.

For many years Grace Fellowship 
Church of Bremen has enjoyed the visits 
and fellowship of British missionary pastor 
Brian Ellis of the Cubao Reformed Baptist 
Church (CRBC) in Manila. We began 
financially supporting their Christian 
Compassion Ministries to the poor, and 
later became more involved as the United 
States collecting agent for their various 
ministries.

 In February of this year, along 
with my wife, I made my first visit to 
the Philippines. I was asked to be one 

of the speakers at their Annual Pastors’ 
Conference.

This 23rd Conference was attended 
by over 300 men. Most of them came from 
the greater Manila area or the surrounding 
provinces, though during the three days, I 
met a few men who traveled over 20 hours 
to get there. Many are poor. 

They came hungry for the messages, 
the nine books given to them, and the 
fellowship with other men in ministry. 
There were many first-timers this year. 
Some are just coming to grasp the 
doctrines of grace. Others have already 
forsaken easy-believism and charismatic 
doctrine and practice, and are leading their 
churches into the old paths of Biblical and 

Reformed Christianity.   
I brought three messages on “The 

Pastor’s Love for Christ, the Church, and 
his Family.” At the end of each message, 
they were given 30 minutes to ask the 
speaker any question about his message. 
This terrified me at first, but their warmth 
and enthusiastic interest in the material 
helped me to survive! (Perhaps we could 
adopt this practice at our GAs.)

There were also four messages on 
Providence, two on Prayer, and single 
messages on the Heidelberg Catechism, 
Hebrews 12:1-2, and II Corinthians 2:16. 
The presentations were excellent, the 

Commentary
From page 4

souls of humanity, I am humbled and convicted.  Will I ever be 
sanctified enough to say with Paul, “I could wish myself accursed 
from Christ for the sake of my countrymen?”  

We live in days in which we are seeing a wonderful recovery 
of the theology believed and taught by our forefathers, but are we 

also seeing a corresponding recovery of their hearts?  Oh may the 
Lord be pleased to make us men and women of sanctified motives 
that burn with love for God and weep for the never dying souls of 
men!  

God has used just such Christians to turn this world upside 
down, and He is able to do it again.

–– Jerry Slate, Jr. serves as a bi-vocational pastor of ARBCA 
member church Berean Baptist of Hiram, Ga.
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Church Planting: ‘Vision of a Dying World’ is motive
By Hank Rast

Anne Ortlund’s contemporary hymn 
“Macedonia” is the basis for the title of 
this article. 

The title and first line recall Paul’s 
Macedonian call and the vision the 
Scriptures lay out before us of the great 
need of man:

 The vision of a dying world is 
vast before our eyes;

 We feel the heart beat of its need, 
we hear its feeble cries;

 Lord Jesus Christ, revive Thy 
church in this, her crucial hour!

 Lord Jesus Christ, awake Thy 
church with Spirit-given power. 

–– From The Hymnal for Worship and 
Celebration, text by Anne Ortlund, music 
by Henry S. Cutler.

The motive for this hymn is one of the 
primary motives of the apostolic message, 
and a motive for church planting. “Come 
over and help us” is the plea of the 
Macedonian man that the Spirit gave to 
Paul in Troas. That plea was interpreted by 
Paul as a commission to preach the gospel 
in Macedonia to the very needy people 
there. The rest, as they say, is history.

Anne Ortlund’s son, Ray, in “When 
God Comes to Church,” opens up the Joel 
prophecy that was Peter’s explanation for 
the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost. 

We tend to focus on the outpouring of 
the Spirit and the extravagance of the signs 
and wonders accompanying that marvelous 
event. But Joel’s prophecy had a context, a 
context which Peter’s message also takes 
into account as his sermon reaches its 
dramatic conclusion in the setting forth of 
Jesus as Lord and Christ. That context is 
judgment, or “the day of the Lord,” and 
the great danger and need of the people to 
whom both Joel and Peter spoke.

While the time of Joel’s prophecy 
cannot be known absolutely, the historical 
occasion was a time of drought and the 
aftermath of a locust plague. It was a time 
of national calamity for the people of 
Israel, and Joel connects the plague to the 
chastening hand of God. He calls them to 
repentance: 

“Put on sackcloth and lament, O 

priests; wail, O ministers of the altar…. 
Consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly. 
Gather the elders and all the inhabitants 
of the land to the house of the Lord your 
God, and cry out to the Lord!” (Joel 1:13-
14)

Again he pleads with them: 
“Yet even now, declares the Lord, 

return to me with all your heart, with 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
and rend your hearts and not your 
garments. Return to the LORD your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
and he relents over disaster.” (Joel 2:12-
13) 

The great promise of restoration comes 
later with one of the sweetest promises of 
restoring grace: 

“I will restore to you the years that the 
swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the 
destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, 
which I sent among you.” (Joel 2:25)

Joel then turns his prophecy to 
later days, days that will come to pass 
“afterwards” when the LORD will pour 
out his Spirit on all flesh, the passage that 
Peter specifically refers to in the sermon 
on the day of Pentecost. 

Peter changes the wording of the 
passage to “the last days,” signaling the 
arrival of the age of the Spirit and the 
reign of the risen Christ. It is the age of 
overflowing gospel grace, but the context 
both of Joel’s prophecy and Peter’s sermon 
is the same. 

The risen Christ’s giving of the Spirit 
is “before the day of the Lord comes, 
the great and magnificent day.” (Acts 
2:20, quoting Joel 2:31) Peter’s call to 
repentance comes as the Spirit “cuts to the 
heart” with the message that the one men 
have crucified is both “Lord and Christ.” 
(Acts 2:36)

The prophet Joel had centuries earlier 
made a similar plea to all the surrounding 
nations of his day: 

“Hasten and come, all you surrounding 
nations, and gather yourselves there…. 
Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go 
in, tread, for the winepress is full. The vats 
overflow, for their evil is great. Multitudes, 

multitudes, in the valley of decision! For 
the day of the Lord is near in the valley of 
decision.” (Joel 3:11-14)

As Joel before had seen with the 
prophetic eye the “multitudes, multitudes, 
in the valley of decision,” Peter now pleads 
with his contemporaries, in language 
reminiscent of the prophet’s, “save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 
(Acts 2:40) Joel had instructed the people 
of his day that 

“the LORD roars from Zion, and utters 
his voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens 
and the earth quake. But the LORD is a 
refuge to his people, a stronghold to the 
people of Israel.” (Joel 3:16) 

The promise in Acts is well known: 
“Repent and be baptized every one 

of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is for you and your children and 
for all who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself.”(Acts 2:38-
39)

Surely this great danger and need of 
our countrymen, our neighbors, our friends 
ought to weigh upon us as we contemplate 
and pray about the task of church planting 
and gospel preaching. We can put ourselves, 
as we should, in the place of the man of 
Macedonia, calling out, “Come over and 
help us.” We were those who received the 
benefit of that call, the receivers of gospel 
grace when we were asking for it. Anne 
Ortlund’s hymn concludes with the call 
to the church of Christ, living now in the 
days of the Spirit’s outpouring:

 “The warning bell of judgment 
tolls, above us looms the cross;

 Around are ever dying souls -- 
how great, how great the loss!

 O Lord, constrain and move Thy 
church

 The glad news to impart!
 And Lord as Thou dost stir Thy 

church,
 Begin within my heart.”

–– Hank Rast is a member of the 
pastoral staff of Heritage Church, 
Fayetteville, Ga.
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practical applications were searching and 
helpful, and the joy of those in attendance 
was contagious.  

I heard testimonies of how influential 
this conference has been in the reformation 
of many pastors’ lives. Some wanting 
to learn more have attended the Grace 
Ministerial Academy (GMA), another 
ministry of CRBC to train men to preach 
the Word and to pastor Christ’s churches. 
Around 200 men have studied there since 
its beginning in 1996. Forty men have 
graduated from the four-year course, 
and 30 were presently enrolled when I 
was visiting. Principal Noel Espinosa, 
gave three very excellent messages at 
the Pastors’ Conference, and was my 
interpreter for any questions I received in 
Tagalog. 

On the Lord’s Days, I preached in the 
churches of two pastors at the conference, 
allowing me to see their churches close 
up. One told me that if I had visited 10 
years earlier, the 200 people attending 
would be found dancing in worship and 
holding to hyper-charismatic beliefs. He is 
now a graduate of GMA, and has brought 

Brian Ellis, left, with Ismael Montejo and Mon Macapagal.

These are some of the workers at Christian Compassion ministry. 

reformation to the church which has 
around 90 in attendance. 

The other church was a predominantly 
Chinese church, but one that is progressively 
being integrated with Filipinos. On the day 
I was there, they installed five deacons, 
three of whom were Filipinos. It is always 
a thrill to see the power of the Gospel 
pulling down dividing walls! 

Brian Ellis labors alongside two very 
fine elders: Mon Macapagal and Ismael 
Montejo. These capable brothers are 

undertaking more and more of Pastor Ellis’ 
responsibilities the older he becomes. (At 
75, he still works circles around me!) Four 
deacons have very full plates as well in the 
multifaceted ministries of the church.

One of the strongest impressions left 
upon me from my visit was the Christ-like 
servanthood of the members of the Cubao 
Reformed Baptist Church. It took many 
willing hands to care for the 300 pastors at 
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the conference. 
But after the conference was over, 

there were still the many ongoing ministries 
of the church to tend to. We visited the 
girls’ homes and the boys’ home, where 
many needy children are receiving love, 
discipline, food, housing, education and 
the saving Gospel of Christ. We found the 
staff to be spiritually-minded and joyful as 
they sacrificially pour their lives into the 
children.

We met with the Educational 
Assistance staff, which was greatly short-
handed, requiring some workers to oversee 
between 100 and 200 children and their 
families as they give financial and other 
help to keep them in school. We followed 
the director through the slum areas, where 
they are helping children and saw on their 
faces the appreciation they have for what 
they are doing for them. 

Each Thursday evening, a drop-in 
ministry welcomes nearly 100 homeless 
people to the church to receive a proper 
meal, a shower, a place to do laundry, a 
loving person to talk with, and the preaching 
of the Gospel. These are encouraging days 
of reaping in the church as they are seeing 
fruit from their various outreaches and 
from the 34 years of faithfully sowing 
Gospel seed. 

The difficulty of the work being done 
in Manila, and the conditions in which they 
do it, remind me of a man fighting a lion 
in a pit on a snowy day, or of one single-
handedly holding his ground against a 
whole band of Philistines. Gerlie, Nida, 
Virgie, Mailyn, Necy, Kathy and Chona 
may be strange and unknown names to 
you, but they and many more are known 
to King Jesus, and their service for his 
kingdom is exceedingly precious to him. 
You may not be privileged to meet them 
in this age, but they will shine like the 
brightness of the heavens, like the stars 
forever and ever in the age to come. 

Let us rejoice in the way that Christ 
is receiving glory in the Cubao Reformed 
Baptist Church and pray for the Spirit’s 
blessing upon their various ministries. 
You can learn more about CRBC at http://
www.crbc-ph.org. 

 During the same visit to Manila, we 
were able to enjoy precious time with 
another missionary family our church 
is supporting. Nathaniel and Mabel 
Hutchison have been faithfully serving 
Christ in Manila for the past 12 years. 
Nathaniel was an intern with us many 
years ago in Bremen during his studies 
at Westminster Seminary California and 
IRBS. 

He is now pastoring a church that has 
other church plants and outreach ministries. 
He also teaches at FEBIAS (Far Eastern 
Bible Institute And Seminary) and is in 
charge of their graduate studies. We came 
away thankful to God for their likeness to 
Christ and for the way he is using them to 
further his kingdom on earth. 

They too are kingdom servants worthy 
of the Medal of Honor list.

Above, Jon Hueni answers questions with GMA Principal Noel Espinosa ready to interpret. 
Below, from left, are Mon Macapagal, Ismael Montejo and Brian Ellis.


